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1888      Dairy farm at Neilpo. ...................................................................................................................... 339 
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1891    A few Mail Contracts. ........................................................................................................................ 345 
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 ................................................................................................................................................................................. 345 
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 ................................................................................................................................................................................. 348 

Jul 1895   The Menindie Races. ................................................................................................................... 350 
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Jul 1911  Sale of Moora Station. .................................................................................................................. 367 
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rates. ...................................................................................................................................................................... 374 
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Reply from N. Grace .................................................................................................................................... 380 
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INDEX (WITH DESCRIPTIONS) 
 
Arranged roughly by YEAR rather than alphabetically. 
 
 
1839 - 1885   The climate of the Darling [and early settlement]. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 31 Dec 1885. 
 
From 1846   History of Mildura Run and Surrounding Areas. 
Various sources. 
 
May 1850  Two Murders on the Darling. 
James McLeod reports murder near his station on the Darling. 
South Australian, 10 May 1850; The Argus, 31 May 1850. 
 
Jun 1850   Murder near the Darling. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 11 June 1850. 
 
1850    Sir Henry Young and friends ascended the Murray to the Darling 
 
Aug 1851   Travel times to the Darling Junction. 
South Australian Register, 2 Aug 1851. 
 
Oct 1851   New Commission of the Peace to [about 600 names] includes 24 people from our 
area under discussion. 
Sydney Morning Herald  27 Oct 1851. 
 
Nov 1851   McKinley, stockholder on the Darling, takes newly discovered gold from Black 
Rock to Adelaide. 
South Australian Register, 5 Nov 1851. 
 
1851   NSW Census; Western and Eastern Lower Darling Squatting Districts. 
Contained in 1855 Government Blue Books. 
 
Jan 1852   Fletcher - Territorial Magistrate for Darling River. 
Argus (Melbourne) 29 Jan 1852. 
 
Jun 1852   Cadell's proposal for the Navigation of the Murray. 
Colonial Times (Hobart), 8 Jun 1852, from the "Register."  
 
Aug 1852   Mail service to Lower Darling. 
Sydney Morning Hearald, 21 Aug 1852. 
 
Sep 1852   Stock numbers on the River Murray, from Swan Hill to the Junction with the 
Darling; Information provided by the settlers to Captain Cadell. Individual stations named. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 20 Sep 1852. 
 
Sep 1852   Cadell's report on the Capabilities of the Murray for furnishing large additions to 
Produce for Export.  
Adelaide Morning Chronicle (South Australia), 20 Sep 1852. 
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Apr 1853   Hawdon passenger on Cadell's steamer. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 30 Apr 1853; From the Herald and 
Empire. 
 
May 1853   Hawdon sells Heidelberg property because he is about to leave the colony. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 27 May 1853. 
 
Jul 1853   Marriage of daughter of James Scott, of Parra, Darling River. 
Argus (Melbourne), 12 July 1853. 
 
Oct 1853   Letter from Hugh Jamieson, Mildura Station, River Murray, concerning  the present 
and future conditions of the Aborigines in the Murray and Darling Districts. 
Letters from Victorian Pioneers, pp.269-275. 
 
Oct 1853   Navigation of the Murray. 
Journal kept on board the "Lady Augusta" steamer, during Captain Cadell's voyage on the 
Murray. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 14 Oct 1853. 
 
1853   Navigation of the Murray - Old Reminiscences. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 29 Dec 1853, in Wentworth Telegraph, 5 Sep 1885. 
 
1850s   Dr. F. E. Renner and family came to Wentworth 
Memories of Mrs Renner. Terrible journey. 
The Register (Adelaide), 13 Feb. 1904. 
 
Mar 1854   Cadell's barge Wakool launched on the Wakool River; Woolsheds being 
constructed at the Junction of the Darling. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 2 Mar 1854. 
 
Dec 1854   War Relief contributions collected on the Darling River. 
South Australian Register, 13 Dec 1854. 
 
Jan 1855   Deaths by drowning in the Murray, Rufus, and Darling Rivers. 
South Australian Register, 22 Jan 1855. 
 
1855   Mail Contract - James McLeod. 
Government Gazette 1855. 
 
Feb 1856   Perry's son marries daughter of Dr Fletcher of Tapio, River Darling. 
South Australian Register, 15 Feb 1856. 
 
1856   Meeting at Darling Inn regarding River Navigation. 
Argus, 16 May 1856.  
 
Mar 1856   Marriage John Cameron of Neilpo to daughter of William McLean of Poli, Darling 
River. 
South Australian Register, 17 March 1856. 
And her death, aged 22 years, 27th July 1857. 
 
Aug 1856 "Kulnine" - sold by Crozier & Rutherford to Bagot etc 
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The Argus (Melbourne) 6 August 1856. 
 
Jan 1855   Poll to be at McLeods' Licensed Inn (in March). 
Government Gazette. 
 
1855 to 1869  Yelta Aboriginal Mission (across the Murray River from Wentworth). 
Encyclopedia of Aboriginal Studies. 
 
Jun 1856   Cost of freight and passage from Port Adelaide with the River Murray Navigation 
Company - Cadell's Lady Augusta Line. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 11 June 1856.  
 
Aug 1856  Crozier and Rutherford sell Kulnine to Bagot. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  6 August 1856. 
 
Oct 1856   A son to James McLeod, formerly of the Darling River. 
[Settlement of Wentworth originally named McLeod's Crossing after this McLeod.] 
South Australian Register, 18 Oct 1856. 
 
1856-1859   Births Deaths and Marriages  - Balranald District (includes The Junction) 
Online search of BDMs. 
 
1857   Appointment of Magistrates. 
Government Gazette. 
 
Mar 1857  Annual Subscriptions for Establishment of Presbyterian Clergyman on the Darling 
and Murray. 
Subscribers listed. 
South Australian Register, 5 Mar 1857. 
 
May 1857   Eleven foot long snake near the Darling Junction. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 13 May 1857. 
 
May 1857  Aboriginal heroine saves white man from drowning in flooded Lower Darling 
River. 
Sydney Morning Herald  18 September 1857. 
 
Jun 1857   Lower Darling - Extract from a private letter. 
No papers for two months; almost no grass; Darling not fordable for eight months. 
Empire (Sydney), 16 Jul 1857. 
 
1857   Contracts called for Colonial Service (includes Cossomby - Aboriginal word for 
Wentworth District). 
Government Gazette. 
 
1857   Mail contract Balranald to Moorna (via Wentworth) for 1858 - Hannan. 
Government Gazette 1857. 
 
Aug 1858   Albert District and Murray and Darling River contributors to Indian Relief Fund. 
Sydney Morning Herald  4 Aug 1858. 
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1858   Junction at the Darling. 
South Australian Advertiser, 28 September 1858. 
 
1858   Labour Market (Adelaide); Retail Prices; Employment. 
South Australian Advertiser, 28 September 1858 
 
Dec 1858   Randell is now establishing a store at the Darling Junction. 
South Australian Register, 4 Dec 1858.  
 
From 1858  The Price Family of Wentworth. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  19 December 1863 and other sources. 
 
Jan 1859   James Pile to sell cattle from the Darling. 
South Australian Advertiser, 8 Jan 1859. 
 
Jan 1859  Barrier Ranges Gold Search Expedition. 
South Australian Advertiser, 26 Jan 1859. 
 
Feb 1859  Cadell on the Albury first steamer up the Darling as far as Minnindee (Menindee). 
Rev. Archdeacon Woodcock visits Darling Junction - Children baptised, couples married. 
South Australian Register, 21 Feb 1859. 
 
Mar 1859   Letter in praise of Cadell's achievement - going beyond Menindee to Mount 
Murchison (near today's Wilcannia). 
- Letter from Cadell himself; includes mention of setting up a store in Menindee and at the 
Darling Junction. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Mar 1859. 
 
1859  Site of Town fixed upon. 
18 June 1859, Government Gazette. 
 
1859  Place to establish a Pound. 
Government Gazette, 22 June 1859. 
 
1859   The Darling Junction. 
South Australian Register, Fri 24 Jun 1859. 
 
Aug 1859   Murray and Lower Darling residents sign a farewell to Ellar M. McKinlay. 
Brother of explorer John McKinlay. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 11 Aug 1859. 
 
1859  Magistrates appointed for Wentworth and Moorna. 
Government Gazette 10 Oct 1859. 
 
1859   Wentworth Appointed as a Court of Petty Sessions (Moorna cancelled). 
November 1859, Government Gazette. 
 
Nov 1859  Admella Shipwreck Reward and Relief Fund collected by Perry on the Murray and 
Darling. 
South Australian Register, 26 November 1859. 
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Early 1860s   Ride from Salt Creek to Wentworth for the doctor; 60 miles in 7 hours. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 15 September 1902. 
 
Jan 1860   Mail contracts - Moorna. 
Pastoral Times, 6 Jan 1860. 
 
1860  Wentworth - Town; Mail to Mt Murchison; Wool from Upper Darling; 100 sovereigns to 
lay reader Goodwin of Yelta; £100 paid by Fletcher for clergyman from Scotland. 
Pastoral Times, 24 Feb 1860. 
 
1860  First Sales of Land in Town of Wentworth.16th March 1860, and 21st August 
1860.Government Gazette, 1860. 
  
Mar 1860  Wentworth First Town Land Sale - 16 March 1860. 
Pastoral Times, 30 March 1860. 
 
Mar 1860  Four Wentworth citizens purchase land in Wentworth First Land Sale for explorer 
Charles Sturt. 
J. H. L. Cumston's Charles Sturt - His Life and Journeys of Exploration; 1951. 
 
Mar 1860   James McLeod of the Darling River purchases land in SA. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 23 Mar 1860. 
 
Mar 1860 to 1887   Some Land transfers - Wentworth and area. 
Sydney Morning Herald; The Argus. 
 
1860  National Education best for the Country areas. 
Pastoral Times, 6 April 1860. 
 
Apr 1860   Expensive Justice - witnesses from Wentworth to Goulburn. 
Maitland Mercury, 12 Apr 1860. 
 
1860  Wentworth. 
From Wentworth Correspondent, 15 May 1860.  
Pastoral Times, 25 May 1860. 
 
1860   Henry Burne appointed as Police Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions - Wentworth. 
July 1860, Government Gazette. 
 
Jul 1860 Henry Burne, Police Magistrate Wentworth. 1864 Removed. 1867 To Araluen. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Sat. 3 August 1867 p 6. 
 
Jul 1860  Spirit Merchants (Supplementary Return). 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Aug 1860. 
 
1860   Simon McDonald - appointed as Chief Constable and Inspector of Slaughterhouses - 
Wentworth. 
Government Gazette 1860. 
 
1860   Tenders called for the conveyance of Mail Balranald and Wentworth via Euston for 
1861. 
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Government Gazette 1860. 
 
1860   Establishment of a Post Office at Perry [Menindie/Menindee]  
Government Gazette 1860. 
 
1860   Notice looking for Edward Hunt, who had been living at Wentworth Junction in 1860. 
Other details of his life given. 
Argus (Melbourne), 24 Sep 1872. 
 
1861  Wentworth: Races a failure. Need for a public hospital. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 4 Jan 1861. 
 
1861 - 1880   Moneys received from Wentworth Electorate for sale of lands etc. 
Government Gazette 1881. 
 
1861 - Spirit Merchants' Licenses for Wentworth and Hay. 
Government Gazette 1861. 
 
Jan 1861  Deaths at Menindee and at Bagot's station. 
South Australian Register, 16 Jan 1861.  
 
Mar 1861   Proposal from Wentworth for steam traction engine company. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 30 Mar 1861. 
 
Mar 1861   Matters concerning the Price family of Wentworth. 
Death from diphtheria of youngest son of James Price of Wentworth. 
South Australian  Register, 13 Mar 1861. 
Also  Jan 1866   Birth of a daughter. 
Also  Oct 1868  Death of Charles Price, brother of James Price. 
 
Apr 1861    Border  Law.  
A thousand miles from a court for prisoner, constable and witnesses. 
Includes -   Wentworth's Constable threatens "chains" if residents on streets after 10 p.m. and 
enters bedrooms of dwelling houses to impose silence upon inmates. 
South Australian Register, 10 Apr 1861. 
 
1861   Wentworth Meetings concerning and letters of objection against Chief Constable Simon 
McDonald. 
10 May 1861, Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph. 
 
May 1861   Birth of son to wife of George Murray Perry, at Neilpo. 
Empire (Sydney),  22 May 1861. 
And death of eldest son December 1861. 
 
Jul 1861 & 1862   Moorna land for sale. 
Sydney Morning Herald  22 Nov 1862. 
 
1861   Chief Constable McDonald has horse of man believed drowned. 
12 Aug 1861, Government Gazette. 
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1861   Advertisements for [recently opened] McGeorge's New Brick Hotel, and Gunn's Crown 
Hotel. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph. 
 
1861   Burne to Melbourne to get family; Burne, Perry and Fletcher - can have a local court. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph. 
 
Jul 1861  Wentworth; Steamers; Camels. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 24 July 1861.  
 
Apr 1861  Complaints against Constable; Preeble killed. 
 South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 8 May 1861. 
 
1861   McMahon's case for serving liquor to an aboriginal is dismissed. 
 [Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 2 Aug 1861] 
 
1861   Half-caste Children. 
[Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 2 Aug 1861] 
 
Aug 1861 Tenders called for Wentworth Court and Watch House. 
Sydney Morning Herald  10 Aug 1861. 
 
Aug 1861 Woorooma Station near Moulamein (Lachlan McBean 1838 - to Australia ... ) 
Argus (Melbourne) 17 August 1861... 
 
Sep 1861  Inquiry into Wentworth P.M. & J.P.s Perry and Fletcher. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 September 1861. 
 
Sep 1861  Wentworth Floods. 
The Argus, Melbourne, 23 September 1861 p.5. 
 
1861   Will of Thomas McGeorge (Dies 1867). 
Probate Records - State Records Kingswood. 
- Jemina Lydia Kenavan, formerly McGeorge, nee Hockeridge.  
- Insolvency Court. In the estate of William Kenavan 1872. 
-  [Probate] on the Will of William Kenavan, late of Maroo station, Cooper's Creek, Queensland 
1880. 
 
Nov 1861  Shocking accident on board the Darling River steamer kills Mrs Cutter. 
The Courier, Brisbane, 17 December 1861.  
 
Dec 1861   Gunn's Crown Hotel. 
South Australian Advertiser, 26 Dec 1861. 
 
1861   Swindlers at Wentworth. 
South Australian Register, 26 Dec 1861. 
 
Jan 1862   Son born to wife of William Gunn, Crown Hotel Wentworth. 
South Australian Register, 25 Jan 1862. 
 
April 1862  Phelp's Albermarle and Tarcoola Runs for sale; For sale again in 1882. 
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The Argus (Melbourne), 1 April 1862. 
 
May 1862  Andrew McClymont, storekeeper of Wentworth, in Insolvency Court. 
South Australian Advertiser, 30 May 1862. 
 
Jul 1862  McKinlay names places after Foster, McLeod and Fletcher. 
Burke & Wills Web. 
 
Jul 1862   Lower Murray, Darling and Lake Victoria stations for sale. 
The Mercury (Hobart)  1 July 1862.  
 
1862   Llewellyn Geake appointed Poundkeeper. Wentworth Pound Rates. 
Government Gazette. 
 
1862   Wentworth appointed as a place where Cattle may be imported from Victoria. 
Government Gazette, 1862. 
 
Dec 1862   Wentworth Annual Races. 
Ball at Macgeorge's Hotel (sic) after the first day; A Sport's Dinner at Gunn's Crown Hotel after 
the second day. 
South Australian Register, 24 Dec 1862. 
 
1863 Town of Wentworth - Title Deeds available for collection.Government Gazette, 1st Jan 
1863 p.119-138, and 11th July 1863. 
 
Feb 1863   Davie - Galbraith marriage at home of Dr. Renner. 
South Australian Register, 25 Feb 1863. 
 
Mar 1863  Garnpang sale and other information. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 3 March 1863.  
 
1863   Timber Licenses for Wentworth District. 
Government Gazette 1863. 
 
1863   Marriage of James Scott of Para, River Darling. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 21 Apr 1863. 
 
May 1863  James Adams' brother at Wentworth. 
Looking for his brother. 
Argus (Melbourne) 4 May 1863. 
 
From May 1863    Matters concerning William Gunn. 
Sydney Morning Herald, from 7 May 1863. ... 
 
July 1863  Aboriginal graves at Wentworth (includes etching of graves). 
Illustrated Melbourne Post, 25 July 1863. 
 
1863   John McDONALD appointed Poundkeeper. 
Government Gazette 1863. 
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Oct 1863  Apprehension that much of Wentworth will soon be under water. 36 inch 
circumference turnip.  
South Australian Register, 7 Oct 1863. 
 
Nov 1863  Wool stores at Wentworth; Paling hut for Police Court (rented). 
The Courier (Brisbane) 9 November 1863.  
 
Nov 1863  Wentworth Hotel to let. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  13 November 1863. 
 
Nov 1863   New store at Wentworth for sale. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 30 Nov 1863. 
 
Dec 1863 Riverine Association formed and Members named. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 Dec 1863. 
 
1864   William CRICK Contract for the Conveyance of Mail. From 1 Jan 1864. 
Wentworth, Perry, Mount Murchison 
Government Gazette, 1863 p.2817. 
[Pastoral Times of 2 Jan 1864 seems to have same contract 
Wentworth, Perry, Mount Murchison; 280 mls; fortnightly; £400. 
Robertson, Wagner & Co. A mistake has been made in transcription of one of these.] 
 
Jan 1864   McLaren, Smith & Co - Storekeepers, Wine & Spirit Merchants, Wentworth. 
Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864.  
 
Jan 1864   Braun's charges of robbing Tarcoola Store dismissed. 
Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864. 
 
Jan 1864   William Gunn - Agent for Goldsbrough & Co.  
Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864. 
 
Mar 1864   Wentworth Hotel for Rent. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 3 March 1864. 
 
June 1864   Flood near Wentworth. 
The Argus, 3 & 8 June 1864. 
 
June 1864   How the floodwaters missed Wentworth township. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 10 Jun 1864 - from The Herald, June 8. 
 
17 Sep 1864   New Punt at Wentworth; owner Henry Leonard of Hay. 
Pastoral Times, 17 Sep 1864. 
 
Oct 1864   Mrs. Renner and children held in their home by an Aborigine. 
The Mercury (Hobart), Wednesday 19 October 1864.  
 
Dec 1864   Wentworth Races. 
South Australian Register, 27 Dec 1864. 
 
Dec 1864   Commercial Banking Co of Sydney at Wentworth. Further information on this bank. 
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Sydney Morning Herald, 17 January 1865.  
Banking premises to be let as a store. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 29 May 1865. 
 
Jun 1865   McGeorge leaves Wentworth and Wentworth Hotel. 
South Australian Register, 13 Jun 1865. 
 
Sep 1865  Menindie station for sale. 
The Argus  Sep 1865. 
 
Dec 1865 Murder at Wentworth. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide) 4 Dec 1865. 
 
Dec 1866   Wentworth Races. 
South Australian Register, 31 Dec 1866. 
 
Feb 1866  Wentworth Spirit Merchants. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 14 Feb 1866. 
 
Jun 1866   Darling District Runs. 
Maitland Mercury and General Advertiser, 30 June 1866.  
 
Dec 1866   E. M. Bagot's stations on the Murray for sale. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 18 Dec 1866. 
 
Dec 1866   Richardson - Crozier marriage. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 22 Dec 1866. 
 
Apr 1867   Dissolution of partnership of GUNN & JONES. 
South Australian Register, 12 Apr 1867. 
 
1867  Wentworth Schools. 
That part of the Correspondence related to the Schools that has been placed on microfilm. 
From Frame No.0418, Reel 1796, Sydney Records Office, The Rocks, Sydney. 
 
Nov 1867  Dr Fletcher's properties on the Darling and Ana Branch for sale. 
Argus (Melbourne)  30 Nov 1867.  
 
Dec 1867   Insolvency Proceedings - McLaren, Smith, and Company of Wentworth; and James 
Thomson Smith. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 31 Dec 1867. 
[Previous mention of McLaren, Smith and Company in 1863 (Flooded)]. 
 
1867 to 1886  Twenty seven cases of Wentworth residents listed on the Insolvency Index. 
State Records of New South Wales, Kingswood. 
 
Apr 1868   Farewell to Rev. Goodwin; Congratulations to Duke of Edinburgh on his 
deliverance from the assassin's hands; Pledge of loyalty. 
South Australian Advertiser, 9 Apr 1868. 
 
Apr 1868   Royal Hotel opens with E. Felgate. 
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South Australian Advertiser, 9 Apr 1868. 
 
Apr 1868   Hardy -  Russell marriage at Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 22 Apr 1868. 
 
May 1868   Properties in Wentworth for Private Sale. 
Valuable properties built expressly for the River Trade. Includes mention of any 
improvements. 
South Australian Advertiser, 19 May 1868. 
 
Sep 1868   Rough Wentworth census (Equally divided township). 
The Argus (Melbourne)  8 September 1868. 
 
1868  Dr Barry Cotter on Medical Register. 
Government Gazette, 1868 p.593. 
 
1868   Horse Brands include ...  
Government Gazette, 1868. 
 
Jan 1869   Tapio station raided by a man calling himself Thunderbolt. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser  5 Jan 1869. 
 
Jan 1869   Salt Creek land reserved for Public Purposes and Water Supply. 
Sydney Morning Herald  30 Jan 1869. 
 
Feb 1869   Lyne died of exhaustion near Pooncaira (Pooncarie). 
Sydney Morning Herald  27 Feb 1869. 
 
Mar 1869   Philip H. Gell of Lake Victoria Station, insolvent. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  13 March 1869. 
 
Apr 1869   Police, Bushrangers and sly grog shops, Wentworth/Pooncaira (Pooncarie) area. 
Sydney Morning Herald  29 Apr 1869. 
 
Jun 1869   The Magistracy at Wentworth. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 8 June 1869. 
 
Jun 1869   Properties, on Murray and Darling Rivers and Ana Branch, of late Dr Fletcher for 
sale.  
The Argus (Melbourne)  Thursday 24 June 1869. 
 
Jul 1869   Two men steal from the steamer Endeavour. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide)  6 July 1869. 
 
Aug 1869   Will of late Donald McRae, formerly of Caulpaulin Station, and of Deep Creek. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Aug 1869. 
 
Sep 1869    Farrand appointed as Police Magistrate for Wentworth Police District. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Sep 1869. 
 
Dec 1869   Felgate's fossil of gigantic kangaroo near Lake Victoria. 
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The Argus, 21 December 1869 & 7 Jan 1870.  
 
Dec 1869   Wentworth Annual Races. 
South Australian Advertiser 27 December 1869. 
 
1870    John William McLoughlan, tailor and storekeeper, bankrupt. 
Government Gazette, 1870. 
 
May 1870   Wentworth Meat Preserving Company. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 24 May 1870. 
 
May 1870   Wentworth Flood Preparations. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 24 May 1870. 
 
May 1870   Moorna Crown land reserved from sale. 
Sydney Morning Herald  20 May 1870, p.2399. 
 
From 1870  Concerning the Pooncaira Hotel: 
- May 1870   Death Simon McDonald, Pooncaira Hotel. 
South Australian Register  26 May 1870. 
- Nov 1872  Marriage    
- 1872  McDonald's Pooncarie Hotel for Sale. Sold to Hammett.  
South Australian Register  24 Oct 1872. 
- Nov 1872   Marriage of eldest daughter of late Mrs McDonald, of Pooncaira. 
- 1873 Estate of Elizabeth McDonald, Publican, Pooncaira. 
South Australian Register 10 Jan 1873. 
 
May 1870  A third flood was coming down. Position of Gunn's bonded store. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 19 May 1870. 
 
Sep 1870  Horrible and fatal accidents that have occurred on the river steamers. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 15 Sep 1870. 
 
Nov 1870   Wentworth Boiling Down and Meat-curing Company. 
South Australian Register, 19 Nov 1870. 
 
Oct 1870   The Fatal Accident at Wentworth. 
Empire (Sydney), 7 Nov 1870. 
 
1870   Wentworth Floods. 
The late floods at Wentworth. A Chinaman loses his life saving Margaret McDonald. 
Town and Country Journal, 17 January, 1871. 
 
1871  Repairs needed for Wentworth Roads [after the floods]. 
South Australian Register, Fri 2 June 1871. 
 
Mar 1871   Sale of West Tapio. 
Argus, 10 April 1871.  
 
Mar 1871   Abundance of fruit. 
At old mission station Yelta, and grown by Holding and by Weltie near Wentworth. 
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Australian Town and Country Journal, 11 Mar 1871. 
 
1871  Country Lots to be sold, Co Wentworth.4 Lots to be sold 30 Jan., 1871.Government 
Gazette, 1870, p.2875. 
 
1871   Arthur Britton, of Wentworth, Insolvency Court. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Dec 1871 . 
 
Mar 1872  Death by drowning of the Wilcannia and Wentworth Mailman. 
South Australian Register, 21 Mar 1872 p. 5. 
 
Aug 1872   Death of Mr. James Brown Gunn, son of William Gunn. 
South Australian Register , 8 Aug 1872.   
 
Sep 1872   Wentworth Branch of the Joint-Stock Bank opened this week (Mr. Kirkman). 
South Australian Register, 12 Sep 1872. 
Then Dec 1872   Mr Kirkman leaves Wentworth and is replaced by Mr. Dewhirst. 
South Australian Register, 25 Dec 1872. 
 
Dec 1872   Para stations, Darling River, for sale, Estate of Late James Scott. 
South Australian Register, 26 Dec 1872. 
 
Jan 1873   Wentworth's first Race Meeting - miserable failure. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph Jan 1873. 
 
Jan 1873   Wentworth Races. 
A full report of the Race Meeting. 
South Australian Register, 1 Feb. 1873. 
 
Jul 1873   Transmission of property of late James Scott, formerly of Para, Darling River. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 12 Jul 1873. 
 
Sep 1873   Disposal of estate of Thomas McGeorge will take place on 30 Sep. by order of the 
Sheriff. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Jul 1873. 
 
Sep 1873  Duke of Edinburgh Hotel Wentworth to be sold. 
South Australian Advertiser, 11 Nov 1873. 
 
Dec 1873   Wentworth Hotel to be sold by order of the Mortgagees. 
South Australian Register, 25 Dec 1873. 
 
Dec 1873  Ad for Medical Practioner for Wentworth. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 3 Dec 1873. 
 
Jan 1874  Mary Kerridge of Wentworth receives medal for rescue. 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 24 Jan 1874. 
 
Jan 1874   Joseph Barritt's station Moorara, Lower Darling, for sale on 6 Feb 1874. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 26 Jan 1874. 
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Sep 1874   Sub-Inspector Carter leaves Wentworth; No crime in Wentworth; School 
attendance good and teachers well paid; new schoolhouse. 
South Australian Register, 4 Sep 1874. 
 
Jun 1875  Byrnes/Felgate marriage.  
Plus misc. Byrnes and Felgate information. 
Sydney Morning Herald  4 June 1875. and other sources. 
 
Feb 1876  Wentworth and Darling and Murray River areas and river trade. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 12 February 1876. 
 
Feb 1876   Lake Victoria station. And Sheep Accounts 1881 to 1886. 
The Argus 12 Feb 1876. And State Archives, The Rocks (now held State Records Kingswood); 
87.2163 . 
 
1876   Charles Dittmer charged with perjury. 
New South Wales Police Gazette Jan 1879. 
 
Apr 1876   Eighteen Prisoners in two cells at Wentworth Lock-up. 
Sydney Morning Herald  10 Apr 1876. 
 
Jan 1877 & 1881  Trustees of Wentworth Common. 
Sydney Morning Herald  20 January 1877 and 5 February 1881. 
 
Feb 1877 & 1902   Price Family. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 9 Feb 1877. The Advertiser (Adelaide), 12 Aug 1902. 
 
Aug 1877  Death of Annie, wife of A. W. Forster. 
South Australian Advertiser, 6 Sep 1877.  
 
Apr 1878   Wentworth Races. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, 4 April 1878. 
 
Oct 1878  Tenders for erection Wentworth Gaol. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  9 Oct 1878. 
 
1879   Crown Land Runs, Darling District. 
Government Gazette 1879. 
 
1879   Claims for Pre-emptive Leases. 
Government Gazette 1879. 
 
1879   Fees to be paid; Wentworth. 
Only a few copied. 
Government Gazette, 1879 p.3937. 
 
Aug 1879    Grant for Roman Catholic Church at Wentworth; Feb 1887 Grant for Presbytery . 
Lands Dept Records. 
 
Nov 1879 & May 1873   Matters relating to William Gunn. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  1 Nov 1879 & 10 May 1873. 
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Apr 1880  Contract for Custom-house at Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 14 Apr 1880. 
 
Aug 1880  Wentworth Wharf as Custom's Inspection. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  19 August 1880.  
 
Jan 1881  Wentworth - "Justifiable" case of horsewhipping. 
Sydney Morning Herald. Wednesday 5 January 1881. 
 
Jun 1881  Tapio (includes Wamberra), Boeil and Turlee stations. 
Advertisement for sale of properties. 
 
Feb 1881   Trustees appointed for Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald  5 Feb 1881 
 
Jun 1881   Applications by Tonkin and Cunningham for 2 blocks of land in Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Jun 1881. 
 
Jun 1881   Property at Wilcannia in Geyer's Will to James Byrnes of Coonargee  near 
Pooncarie. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Jun 1881. 
 
Jun 1881   Obituary of John Hawdon, Kyla Park, Moruya district. 
Took up country in Wentworth and Howlong; Overlanded stock Sydney to Melbourne. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 16 Jun 1881. 
 
Oct 1881   Expenditure in Wentworth electorate 1861 to 1880. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Oct 1881. 
 
1882   Claims for Pre-emptive Leases granted. 
Government Gazette, 3 March 1882. 
 
Apr 1882   No riding or driving on the footpath. 
Wentworth Telegraph and Murray and Darling News, 29 Apr 1882. 
 
1865 onwards   Information regarding Burtundy Station, River Darling. 
- Son born to owner of Burtundy (James Scott) 1865. 
- William Howard Birt, manager of Burtundy in 1860's ; Aborigines who helped him. 
- Burtundy and Arumpo for sale 1882 (Joseph Annand & Co. to Hon. Thomas F. Cumming) 
- Sheep Owners include: Cumming, Thomas F., Burtundy; Smith, Jonathan, Balcatherina (sic), 
Burtundy. 
- Ministerial Party visits Cumming's Burtundy 1885. 
- Thomas Cumming of Arumpo sells highest priced ram ever sold 3,150 guineas. 1885 
- Shearers at Arumpo charged with breaking Shearers' Strike 1887. 
- Burtundy Hotel for sale, owned by Hippisley 1888. 
- Hammerstein's Burtundy for sale - applies to only 180 acres. 
- May 1882 ...  Burtundy and Arumpo - for sale; other information. 
(The Argus (Melbourne)  2 May 1882. ...) 
 
1883 Wentworth Sheep Owners. 
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Government Gazette, 1883 p.4592 
 
Jan 1883   Deaths (Holding and Chaffey). 
Sydney Morning Herald  16 January 1883. 
 
Feb 1883 Death of Mr. W. L. Richardson. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 12 Feb 1883. 
 
1884   Renovations to Hancock's Lake Victoria Hotel. 
Wentworth Telegraph,  5th January 1884. 
 
1884  Collectors of Scalps appointed for Wentworth District. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 5 Jan 1884. 
 
1884  Conditional Purchases Forfeited. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 12 Jan 1884. 
 
1884  Valuable Property for Sale privately. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 26 Jan 1884. 
 
Feb 1884   John Cave (possibly brother-in-law of Dr Renner). 
The Argus  14 February 1884.  
 
1884  Death of Ferdinand Lester. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 29 March 1884. 
 
1885   Cricket match followed by a ball at Pooncarie. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 25 April 1885. 
 
1885   Deaths of Mrs Kerridge sen. and Mr C. Branling, Librarian 
(Charles Bramling in BDMs). 
Wentworth Telegraph, 25 Apr 1885. 
 
1885   Ad for Edwards (Smith & Wheelwright). 
Wentworth Telegraph, 2 May 1885. 
 
Jul 1885   Lake Victoria Pastoral Holding. 
Sydney Morning Herald  15 July,1885. 
 
From Jul 1885  Turlee Pastoral Holding 14 . 
State Records, Kingswood and The Rocks. 
 
1885   Telegraph Line to Silverton open. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 29 Aug 1885. 
 
1885 to 1887  Silverton Residents listed in the Insolvency Index. 
State Records, Kingswood. 
 
Jun 1886  Association formed at Wentworth for protection of Pastoral Interests. 
The Sydney Mail, 19 Jun 1886. 
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June 1886   Rabbit control. 
Sydney Morning Herald   22 June 1886.  
 
Aug 1886 Men to the Kimberley; West's Tenders accepted for Wentworth Hospital. 
The Sydney Mail, 28 Aug 1886. 
 
Sep 1886  Para shearers; Establishment of Shearers' Union. 
The Sydney Mail, 18 Sep 1886.  
 
Oct 1886  Cats to try to destroy rabbits (Menindie). 
The Sydney Mail, 30 Oct 1886.  
 
Aug 1887   Wentworth's Jockey Club improvements to Pastoral and Agricultural Society. 
Sydney Morning Herald 13 August 1887.  
 
Dec 1887   More prize money for 1888 New Year's meeting of Wentworth Jockey Club. 
Sydney Morning Herald  29 Dec 1887. 
 
Apr 1888   Application for transfer of property of William Gunn, deceased. 
Sydney Morning Herald   28 Apr 1888. 
  
1888   Some advertisements:  
McMahon's Royal Hotel, Wentworth;  
J A Burns, Decorator of Mildura;  
Steam (boat) service Echuca to Mildura and Wentworth. 
Pastoral Times, May 1888. 
 
1888   Rabbit Cases before the Wentworth Court. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Donations of prizes for Wentworth Pastoral Show. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   'Ticket of Leave Man', drama produced by Wentworth amateur players. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Burton Bros, coach proprietors. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Mildura Homestead. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Some of the people buying at Mildura [township and area]. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Will of late John MacPherson. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
1888   Holding to establish Irrigation Settlement in Wentworth area. 
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
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May 1888   Sentenced in Wentworth Quarter Sessions - Fox; West; Russell. 
Sydney Morning Herald   Tuesday, 22 May 1888. 
 
1888   Needs of the new settlement of Mildura. 
Mildura Cultivator, 26 May 1888. 
 
1888   Skating rink for Wentworth. 
Mildura Cultivator, 2 June and 23 June 1888. 
 
Jun 1888   Sturt's Meadows Station For Sale. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  20 June 1888. 
 
1888   Mr Gillett dies. 
Mildura Cultivator, 2 June 1888. 
 
1888   The 'Star' presented to Mr W G Pearce and Mr Peel. 
Mildura Cultivator, 2 June 1888. 
 
1888   Distances Goolwa (SA) to Wentworth and Mildura. 
Mildura Cultivator, 2 June 1888. 
 
1888   Ellerslie Hotel. 
Wentworth Advocate, 2 June 1888. 
 
1888   Refrigerator at Halbert and Egge's Wentworth Butchery. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Browne buys cows to supply dairy products to district. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Notice of poison laid on Tapio and Wamberra. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Property, Kapana, for sale. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Property, Burtundy, for sale. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Burtundy Hotel for sale. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Distance between stations Wentworth to Bourke and station owners or managers; also 
distance of each station from Wentworth. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Dairy farm at Neilpo. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Royal Mail Coaches to Morgan. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
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1888   Goats on Wentworth Common. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888. 
 
1888   Balance Sheet for Wentworth Commons for year ending 31 Dec 1888. 
Government Gazette, p.897 1888. 
 
1889   Polling Places in Wentworth Electoral District. 
Government Gazette, 19 Jan 1889. 
 
1889   Amended Wentworth By-laws regarding Pollution of Surface and Ground Water. 
Government Gazette, 21 Dec 1888.  
 
1889   Rates of assessment of Stock at Wentworth. 
Government Gazette, p.3595, 9 May 1889. 
 
1889   Tenders called for Bridge over Darling River. 
Government Gazette, 11 & 12 April 1889. 
 
1889   Balance Sheets for Municipality of Wentworth for Half-year ending 5 Aug 1889. 
Government Gazette, p.6053,  9 Aug 1889. 
 
1889   Mail Contracts concerning Wentworth. 
Government Gazette, 14 Jan 1889. 
 
1889   Chemists and Druggists in Wentworth and Menindie. 
Government Gazette, 25 Jan 1889. 
 
1889   Ministers of Religion in Wentworth. 
Government Gazette, 25 Jan 1889. 
 
1890   Billiard, Spirit Merchants', and Auctioneers' Licenses for Wentworth and Menindie 
Licensing Districts. 
Government Gazette, p.1291, 1890. 
 
1891  A few Mail Contracts. 
Government Gazette 1891. 
 
Sep 1891  Young girls sent from Broken Hill for six months in Wentworth Gaol for vagrancy. 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) 3 Sep 1891. 
 
1893  Wentworth District Sheep Brands and Marks. 
Only a very few copied. 
Government Gazette 1893. 
 
From Dec 1893   Garrett Byrnes in newspapers [my family] 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) and Sydney Morning Herald. 
 
Dec 1893  The building of Wentworth's Bridge. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  6 December 1893.  
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1894  Menindie District Sheep Brands and Marks. 
Government Gazette 1894. 
 
Jun 1894   Registration as a club of Wentworth Jockey Club by A.J.C. 
Sydney Morning Herald  8 June 1894. 
 
Aug 1894   The Township of Wentworth at the Junction of the Rivers Darling and Murray. 
Drawn from photographs supplied by Mr. H. P. Heslop.  
Also article - Wentworth, A Frontier Township of New South Wales. 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 4 Aug 1894. 
 
Jul 1895   The Menindie Races. 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  1 July 1895. 
 
Mar 1896   Sale of Lake Victoria Station. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  26 March 1896. 
 
Oct 1896   Dickens and Trollope meet Lord Brassey at Wentworth. 
Windsor and Richmond Gazette, 24 Oct 1896. 
 
Oct 1896  McMahon's gelding for sale. 
Argus (Melbourne)  26 Oct 1896. 
 
Dec 1896  Charges against Williams & Butler (horse stealing at Moorna, attacking gaoler at 
Wentworth) & Riplin; Against McKinnon (at Pooncarie). 
Sydney Morning Herald, 1 December 1896. 
 
May 1897  Earthquake at Wentworth and Moorna. 
Timaru Herald (New Zealand)  12 May 1897. 
 
1898  Davie, Price, and Co. purchase the steamer Enterprise . 
 
Dec 1898  Wentworth newspaper 'Federal Standard' burns down. 
Riverine Recorder (Balranald), 5 Jan 1898. 
Also - Sydney Mail, 8 Jan 1898. 
 
Dec 1898  Augustus Christian Geyer bankrupt. 
Sydney Morning Herald. 19 December 1898.  
 
1899   Death of John Owen 5 mls from Menindie. 
 Riverine Recorder, 26 Apr 1899. 
 
Nov 1899   Death of James Thomson Smith, early Wentworth resident. 
Federal Standard, 4 Nov 1899. 
 
1900  Yewen's Directory  - Wentworth (Cal Lal Division) 
Yewen's Directory of Landholders of New South Wales. 1900. 
 
Mar 1901   Dust storm at Wamberra station. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 13 Feb 1901. 
 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 34 

Aug 1901  Death of H. S. Smith of Lethero HL. 
Also sale of Lethero. 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  24 Aug 1901, 18 Jun 1904. 
 
Dec 1902  Proposed Bridge to Wentworth over the Murray River. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 19 Dec 1902.  
 
Apr 1904   Death of Mrs. Sarah McLeod. 
[McLeod's Crossing, one of the original names for Wentworth, named after Sarah's husband, 
James McLeod.] 
The Advertiser (Adelaide), 20 Apr 1904. 
 
Dec 1906   News of big bush fire from E. Baker (Karpakora), Pooncaira. 
Advertiser (Adelaide)  4 Dec 1906. 
 
Feb 1907   Murray in flood (Moorna; Wentworth; Menindie). 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  1 February 1907. 
 
Feb 1907   Visit to Lake Victoria 
Lake Victoria Station: Hotel; Rufus River massacre; Old fort; prospects for the future. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  6 February 1907. 
 
Apr 1910 ...   The Darling River Irrigation Company. 
Sydney Morning Herald. 9 April 1910. 
 
Oct 1910  History of Overland Corner, Cal Lal and Renmark. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide),  Monday 31 Oct 1910.  
 
Jan 1911   100 Miles of Flame near Wentworth. 
Poverty Bay Herald (New Zealand)  19 January 1911. 
 
Jul 1911 Sale of Riverina Estate by Daniel Byrnes. 
The Argus (Melbourne)   8 July 1911. 
 
Jul 1911  Sale of Moora Station. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 8 July 1911.  
 
Dec 1911  "Wild Scotia blacks" brought into Pooncarie about eight or nine years ago. 
Sydney Mail  21 December 1901. 
 
Dec 1912  Darling River wool sales (and property holders). 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  14 Dec 1912. 
 
Jan 1913   Annual Picnic Races at Cuthro, Darling River. 
Sydney Morning Herald   9 Jan 1913. 
 
Aug 1918  Estate of Davie Price & Co, Traders and Storekeepers, Wentworth, For Sale. 
Includes Neilpo Farm, Cottages in Wentworth, the Estate of Mrs. E. S. Davie including steamer 
Emma and barge Annie. 
Mildura Cultivator, 31 Aug 1918. 
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Sep 1922  12,000 foxes poisoned at Lake Victoria Station in two months. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  27 September 1922. 
 
Apr 1922  Mrs. Ann Renner, widow of Dr. F. E. Renner, 90 years old. 
Register (Adelaide), 24 Apr 1922. 
 
Sep 1925  Artesian water found in SW corner of NSW leads to development. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 27 September 1928. 
 
Sep 1925  Lot 6 Sec 28 Wentworth, owned by Mary Brooks, to be sold for non-payment of 
rates. 
Sydney Morning Herald  11 Sep 1925.  
 
Aug 1927   Murray-Darling Pioneers 1846 to 1866 by Mrs. W. S. Grace.  
Portraits and Diaries. 
The Register (Adelaide), 3 Aug 1927. 
 
Sep 1930  Death of James Thomson Smith of Balcatherine, River Darling. 
The Advertiser, 30 Sep 1930. 
 
Dec 1931  Diamond jubilee of St Johns, Wentworth, first church on the Darling. 
Sydney Morning Herald  19 Dec 1931 
 
Dec 1933    Wentworth Gaol by L. Peacock. 
M. R. Chatto's letter of correction - Wentworth's old Gaol; Bricks; Fine buildings; Cannon. 
Reply from N. Grace - two cannons; Spent 12 years in Murray/Darling area research. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 1, 5 & 18 Dec 1933. 
- Cannon actually belonged to the explorer Major Mitchell. 
Advertiser (Adelaide), 10 Aug 1908. 
 
Nov 1935  Family of James Manning Byrnes 
On the Darling before Wilcannia or Menindie were thought of. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 18 Nov 1935. 
 
Mar 1941 Obituary of Phillip P. Gell. 
Argus (Melbourne), Monday 31 March 1941. 
 
Apr 1941 Studley from Weaver to Syl Byrnes. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide), 3 April 1941. 
 
Mar 1944 Obituary of John Bell Armstrong [of Lake Victoria and Moorna stations]. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 21 March 1944. 
 
Jan 1947   More of Wentworth's Early period. 
Corrections by Mr. Todd of names and owners of properties in the Lower Darling area in 
Bowring's earlier article on the History of Wentworth and District.  
Wentworth News, 2 Jan 1947. 
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START. 
 

1839 - 1885   The climate of the Darling [and early settlement]. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, Thursday 31 Dec 1885. 
 
The following letter from the Government Astronomer  appears in the Herald of Tuesday;- 
Sir, - My request for information about the history of the River Darling has brought me 
several valuable letters, one of which goes back to 1839. 
 
Mr. Basil Dickinson says, under date 18th November:- 
"I first visited the Darling in 1839, and took up a station called Yambecoona, 20 miles 
below Brewarrina, then called the Fisheries. This was the lowest station on the river for 
many years after that.  
 
When we got there the country was suffering from a long drought, and it was with difficulty 
that we could get water for the cattle on the road from the Liverpool Plains to the Darling. 
That river was then a chain of waterholes  from Walgett to Yambecoona, and it did not run 
until 1841.  
 
In 1846, again, the river got very low, and could easily be crossed on horseback in many 
places. Again, in 1849, '50, and '51 we had a terrible drought on the Darling; no grass, no 
saltbush, and the river so low that the cattle used to get bogged in it. In 1852 there was an 
abundance of rain on the Darling, and the river continued running a good stream up to 1855, 
when I left the district. By that time many other stations had been taken up below ours." 
 
Mr. E. M. McKinley, under date November 19, says:- 
"On Black Thursday, February 6, 1851, I left Melbourne on a journey to the Darling, and 
travelled nearly as far as Wilcannia. After forming the station we had to camp with our 
horses in the bed of the river, as there was not a bite of grass to be had away from it. The bed 
of the river was then, and had been for months, quite dry, with the exception of small 
waterholes at considerable distance from each other, and around these grew a little green 
herbage, which kept life in our poor horses. At this time the squatters had not long been in 
occupation, but, to my surprise, they did not seem uneasy about the condition of the country. 
At a station about 150 miles from Wentworth, on the S.E. bank of the river, I saw a spring of 
cool, clear water running out of a small hollow sapling that had been inserted into the bank." 
 
Mr. D. F. Mackay, under date November 21, says:- 
"In June, 1865, I travelled down the Darling from Brewarrina to within 50 miles of the 
junction of the Darling and the Murray. The country was a perfect desert, and we had to 
feed the cattle in the bed of the river, for there was not a vestige of grass on the plains. The 
bed of the river was dry for miles in many places - simply a chain of waterholes, some of 
which were quite salt, especially near Bourke." 
 
Mr. J. S. McIntosh, under date December 12, says:- 
"The Darling was low at Wentworth in 1861, but got very low in 1862, and the two 
steamers Lady Daly and Settler, in trying to get up the river in October, stuck thirty miles 
above Wentworth, and had to discharge their cargoes; and from that time till February 1863, 
the river kept getting lower, until it became perfectly dry, and was a chain of waterholes from 
Bourke to near Wentworth. 
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In March, 1863, a flood came down, caused by rains in Queensland, and from that time to 
July, 1864, the river nearly always was a banker. Our last rain that year was in April, and from 
that until January, 1866, there was not more than half an inch of rainfall on any part of the 
Darling from Bourke to Wentworth. The river fell rapidly after July, 1864, and all the winter 
of 1865 was extremely low, and all the creeks were dry. The cold was very severe - white 
frosts all the winter - and the fish in the river died, killed, it was supposed, by the cold. In 
November 1865 the river was so low at Dunlop, eighty miles below Bourke, that I could jump 
over it.  
 
In January 1866 there was very heavy local rain, but it did not affect the river much; the rain 
lasted two days, and from that time we had no rain at Bourke until June 21, 22, and 23, when 
we had a very heavy fall; but again it did not affect the river much, and by September it was 
very low, and kept so until February, 1867, when a flood came down from the Queensland 
rains and on top of that came our own local rains and the floods in the Macquarie. 
 
After that the river fell again, and in 1868 was very low; so low that a boat could not cross the 
river bars below Bourke, and at Dunlop there was a bar showing through the water, and I 
often crossed over there, stepping from stone to stone, in May of that year; we had no rain 
except a few showers, and the river got lower and lower; all the tributaries in this colony and 
in Queensland were dry, and it was said that salt was collected on the bottom of of one of the 
dried holes in the "Cuttaburra," a tributary of the Warrego, which has not been done since; 
and what they call drought now, I call overstocking. In January 1869, a few showers fell, and in 
March and April we had fine rains about Bourke, a splendid winter, and the river a "banker." 
In February 1870 the great wet season began." 
 
Mr. J. F. Haydon, under date November 21, says:- 
" The river immediately above this town (Wilcannia) has stopped running in several places, 
and is lower than it had been since the middle of 1876. As, however, a flood cannot reach here 
for almost two months if rain were to fall now in New England, it is the general opinion that 
the water will be lower in the Middle Darling than it has ever been seen, and unless heavy 
rains fall at its source not later than February, there is a prospect of the water supply being 
insufficient for the stock on the frontages. "In 1876, at a point 18 miles above this, the bed of 
the river was perfectly dry for a quarter of a mile, and in other places the water had ceased 
running. It is almost in the same state now, and must be worse before a flood can come." 
 
 
From the foregoing notes, and those in my letter of November 14,  
it appears that the Darling was:- 
in 1829, salt and dry in places;  
in 1835, too low for boats to navigate;  
in 1839, a chain of waterholes, and did not run until1841;  
1845, ceased to flow at Wilcannia;  
1849, 1850, 1851, quite dry in places;  
1852 to 1855, running a good stream; 
1862, perfectly dry in places;  
1863, floods began in March, 
and in January 1864 the highest flood on record, water two feet to three feet over the main 
street at Bourke for some seven weeks; 
1865, a chain of waterholes from Walgett to Wentworth; 
1866, quite dry in places, although there was in the Middle Darling in January that year a very 
heavy storm of storm rain; 
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1867, very heavy flood in February; 
1868, could step from stone to stone over the river in places; 
1869, a wet period began; 
1876, it was a chain of waterholes; 
1879, very heavy flood began in February; ; 
1881, usual February flood absent, river below summer nearly all the year; 
1882, very sudden flood from rainstorm in February; 
1884, river very low; 
1885, October 27, stopped running at Bourke, and now a chain of waterholes from Walgett to 
Pooncarie. 
 
Those of your readers interested in the 19 years period may find some interesting facts in the 
foregoing figures. The condition in 1862 reappears in 1881, 1863, in 1882, 1865, and in 1884. 
The great rainstorm at Wilcannia in 1886 has its counterpart in  the same district and month 
in 1885, and so on; and I am waiting to see wheteher the great flood of 1867 is to be 
reproduced in 1886; if it is, it will be in accordance with the result od experience, as I pointed 
out in 1876. 
 
H. C. RUSSELL. 
Observatory, December 26, 1885. 
 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, Thursday 31 Dec 1885. 
 
_________________ 
 
 
 

From 1846  -  HISTORY OF MILDURA RUN AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 
 
In 1847 Hugh Jamieson, on behalf of William Stawell, took up an area of 150,000 acres known 
as Yerre Yerre.  
 
It was combined with the Irymple Run of 28,000 acres and in 1858 the runs were re-named 
Mildura. In 1886 George Chaffey chose the Mildura run as a suitable site for an irrigation 
colony. 
 
The Mildura and District Genealogical Society. 
 
.................................... 

 
History of the Mildura Run from 1846, Mildura Cultivator, May 1888. 

 
The Mildura Run was a cattle station before either of the Chaffeys saw the light. ... One of the 
oldest settled runs on the Murray. Kulkyne, Cowarp, Mildura and Kulnine were taken up in 
1846, five years before Victoria was declared an independent colony. 
 
The first man to settle on the Mildura Run - or as it was then called 'Tiertman' - was Mr 
Frank Jenkins. who brought over a mob of cattle from New South Wales and established 
himself. He also occupied the adjoining run of Cowarp higher up the river. 
 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 39 

Not anticipating that he would be disturbed, Jenkins took no steps to secure his tenure, but 
the rich pasture lands along the frontages soon attracted the attention of other pioneers. Mr 
Jameson [sic], who was then managing the Murray Downs Station near Swan Hill, sent Mr 
Armorer Foster  down to examine the frontages, and finding that this place was unsecured, 
he sought permission from Commissioner Wright to occupy Mildura run. Authority was given. 
Jameson and his brother purchased 6,000 sheep in Melbourne and brought them up. 
 
Jenkins then swam his cattle across to [establish] Gol Gol [Station]where he remained 
without molestation. 
 
The Cowarp run was at the same time secured by the McGrath Bros who a couple of years 
afterwards, sold the run to Messrs Crozier and Rutherford, who shortly before purchased 
Kulnine from Foster.   
 
Messrs. Jameson had great success with his pastoral enterprise, and their flocks increased so 
rapidly that they soon required more country. They took up another run on the New South 
Wales side - on the Anabranch - which they shortly afterwards exchanged with Messrs Crozier 
and Rutherford for Cowarp. The last-named place then became part of Mildura run, in 
which it is still included. 
 
For twenty eight years the Jamesons remained in possession of Mildura run, and, taking up 
more property on the Darling, they were able to stock several stations from the surplus on the 
old run. They made their pile as large as they wanted to, and then, in 1874, the Mildura run 
was purchased by Mr A. Edwards, the present owner of Kulkyne station. The place still held 
the name of being the best lambing run on the river.  
 
There were no rabbits in those days and Edwards had a very prosperous time, the returns for 
some years exceeding £20,000. In 1880 and following years the rabbits began to show 
themselves. Edwards therefore sold out after ten years to The Tapalin Pastoral Co. 
 
The 'Smash'  of the Commercial Bank of South Australia, to whom Mildura run was mortgaged, 
brought matters to a crisis. The property was put into the hands of the liquidators who 
entrusted it to the management of Mr Sands, the present manager of Mallee Cliffs Station. 
 
[Article then continues to speak of the Chaffey Bros.] 

 
.............................................. 
 
1849 - 1850   Journal of a Naturalist, by Mr. Bunce. 
 
Argus, 1849 - 1850. 
 
The Journal starts: 
On the 8th November 1849,  
I left Melbourne accompanied by Mr. - and my old and tried aboriginal friend Yammabook, alias 
Jemmy. ... 
 
The articles appear in the Argus (Melbourne) on  
14th, 16th, 22nd, 28th, and 30th March, and 4th, 6th, 18th, 19th, 24th, 27th April 1850. 
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I have transcribed only that part of the journal that seems to pertain to the area between 
Mildura station and the South Australian border area; also one item with separate mention of 
Mr. Jamieson at Swan Hill. Apologies for my interpretation of the terminology of the plants 
found. I can deal with working out words with which I am familiar, but I am sure that I have 
not done a good job of transcribing the plant names.   
 
 Rusheen, July 2012. 
 
 
Argus, 25 Mar 1850. 
12 December 1849. 
This morning we had no breakfast, being out of sugar, flour and meat; the latter article we were 
out of yesterday; as we had heard that there was an inn at Swan Hill, within eight miles, we of 
course lost no time in reaching it, which we did at about eleven o'clock of the forenoon. 
 
At this place I fortunately met with a Mr. Jamieson, who very kindly furnished me with a 
letter to his brother, their station being situated on the Lower Murray, and in the way of my 
intended route. 
 
At this inn (a very large and respectable one, kept by Mr. [McRessy]) there is a punt - the river is 
wide, running through low flat country. After leaving Swan Hill, we were again driven some two 
or three miles out of our course, through the boggy character of the country. ... The Murray River, 
at Swan Hill, is called by the blacks Millewater. Is this from a thousand waters? ...  
 
 
Journal of a Naturalist: 15 December to 20 December 1849.  
Argus 28 Mar 1850. 
 
21 December 1849 
The country still continues to be Billybongs and swamps alternatively. These Billy-bongs are 
a series of long necks of elevated land stretching from the mallee scrubs, of which they are in fact 
a continuation to the river where they resume the character of steep cliffs of a bright red or 
yellow colour, with veins of pipe clay. You have no sooner descended one of these Billybongs than 
you have to ascend another, which from the bright red colour of the soil and their elevation 
above the general level of the intervening large swampy polygonum flats, are perceptible a 
considerable distance ahead. To reach which you have a "Jim Crow's" dance round sundry boggy 
lagoons. 
 
After passing these and you congratulate yourself on being upon the eve of ascending the next 
ridge, you have the mortification to find that you have been imperceptibly overlapping the 
aforesaid water holes, and [hugging] the next Billybong to its very base. In this case your only 
alternative is to follow this deceptive snake-like watercourse to its head, and as it is not 
perceptible at any great distance you have not even the advantage of cutting off the bends. 
 
This will eventually lead you to another part of the ridge which you have been endeavouring to 
make, but at no great distance from the one you had before left. 
 
This may be taken as the style of travelling since leaving Swan Hill. 
 
During the course of our day's stage we passed over a billybong more than usually puffy, on 
which I had the pleasure of greeting the appearance of many of my old northern favourites. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 41 

These plants I had seen before on the same puffy character of country while following poor 
Kennedy and Sir T. Mitchell's track on the Maranoa near his (Sir T. M.'s) camp No. 80. 
 
They were a very interesting and completely new Leguminous plant, with large rose-like leaves 
much serrated at the edges, and long []picate blossoms of a reddish pink colour. The leaves are 
furnished with innumerable pustules, of a strong volatile oil, which on being rubbed bursts and 
emits a strong aromatic smell. There was alas another plant belonging to the same natural 
family as the last, but the leaves are long and pinnate, and the blossoms a deep blue - it is 
probably a Swainsonia - as also an Ipomea, pink blossoms. In passing near one of the swamps or 
flats find another Tribulue.  
 
Towards evening we saw a fine bend in the river, which was well and richly grassed, a most 
unusual occurrence, as I do not believe that the horses have found anything interesting in the 
shape of grasses since leaving the Loddon River. 
 
Just before reaching the camp we again saw blackfellows, who as usual took to their mungoes or 
canoes immediately on seeing us. Get at this camp both fish and duck. Mr. L - caught a very fine 
fish like the bream, which, however, Jemmy would not touch, his reason for not doing so I 
ascertained afterwards, and was of course founded on one of his ridiculous superstitious 
customs. 
 
 
22 December 1849. 
This was, perhaps, one of the most difficult day's stages we had yet experienced, as instead of the 
low lagoons, back waters, and ana branches, to which we had been for so long accustomed, we 
found we had to encounter creeks which had a regular and rapid current, running at right 
angles, or nearly so, with the river. 
 
At the principal one, however, we fortunately found a number of black fellows finishing the 
erection of a bridge, who came up to us without the least reserve. I was delighted at this, as by 
their means, I hoped I should at length have an opportunity of seeing the bark, or rather the tree 
producing it, of which I had been so long in search. 
 
These blacks advised us to stop until they had placed on the bridge a few more sheets of bark to 
make it safe, and also informed us that we were not far from a sheep station, and that they had 
been employed by the whites to erect the bridge, to enable them to cross some sheep. Shortly 
after crossing the bridge, we had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Crawford, who invites us to tea 
and damper at his hut, after which we rode together to his Head Station. The country here 
recedes from the river as much as twenty miles, where there is a chain of eighteen, and some say 
twenty lakes. These lakes are supplied from the river by means of the creeks which we had 
crossed. 
 
After leaving the hut, we cross three more creeks, and travel over much bad, puffy, sandy, 
country, until reaching the station, where it improves - there being more gum trees, and the soil, 
the station being situated among a number of wide water-courses or creeks, is firmer, and 
tolerably rich deluvium. 
 
On reaching the station, we saw a number of blacks, both male and female, but were unable to 
make them understand anything respecting the bark. 
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23 December 1849. 
This day spelled here, and after breakfast took a walk round the run, accompanied by Mr. 
Crawford, who appeared to take great interest in the study of Botany. We took with us an old 
black fellow, to carry us across the creeks. In the course of our wandering, we came upon an 
aboriginal place of sepulchre. This place for some distance was strewed with bones belonging to 
the human frame; among them was a nearly perfect skull of an infant. On taking up and 
handling this, the black fellow appeared to be much disgusted, going to some distance and 
repeating - "No good, no good - baal that boodgery." As I have always, at least to them 
apparently, respected the prejudices of these people, I dropped the skull much to his satisfaction. 
This place is no great distance from Mount Dispersion, where Sir Thomas Mitchell is said to 
have had an encounter with the natives.  
 
The black fellow pointed in the direction of the above mountain, saying, "Midgell, Midgell." Is it 
possible that he may have see, and meant Major Mitchell by these words? 
 
[Mitchell reached the Murrumbidgee on 12 May 1836 and followed it to the Murray. While 
travelling along the Murray to its junction with the Darling, Mitchell's party on 24 May 
encountered a large body of Aborigines who were at once recognized, according to Mitchell, 
as their old enemies from the Darling. Three days later near Mount Dispersion, fearing that his 
party might be subject to continual attacks and destroyed in detail, Mitchell set an ambush 
which was at once discovered. Firing broke out and, according to an Aboriginal with Mitchell's 
party, seven natives were killed; the remainder fled. At the end of May Mitchell reached the 
Darling and turned north upstream.  
Australian Dictionary of Biography.] 
 
 
24 December 1849. 
Spend another day at Mr. Crawford's. In looking through a small patch of Mangrove scrub near 
the house, I saw a very interesting Clematis climbing to the very tops of the highest trees, as also 
a tall deep blue flowering Euphrazia (eyebright), an annual. In the evening a Mr. Drummond 
called, who was on his way to Melbourne, and I availed myself of so good an opportunity for 
sending down a letter, and the specimen of Sarsaparilla bark. 
 
 
25 December 1849. 
Christmas Day. About a mile after leaving the station, have to swim our horses again through a 
very wide and muddy reedy water course, which communicates with the river and lakes. We are 
assisted, however, by a black fellow, who goes with us from the station, for the purpose of 
carrying our saddle bags across the water. Travel over mallee scrub and puffy soil, until making 
the river at the bend where we camp. No grass. This night we had a hot wind, and the mosquitoes 
were numerous, which prevented us getting any sleep the whole night. Had a johnny-cake in 
honour of the day, in which was put a few plums and currants, which had been given to us for 
that purpose by Mr. Byerly. 
 
 
26 December 1849. 
I regret to record that it was the fate of Mr. L - and myself to experience the force of the old 
adage - "The best of friends must part." We both take different ways - he returned to Mr. 
Crawford's with the intention to remain, and I have to follow out my journey down the 
Murray, and from thence to Adelaide. I deeply regret that circumstances should have rendered 
this separation necessary, and take this opportunity of tendering to Mr. L - my warmest thanks 
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for his uniformly good-humoured and gentlemanly conduct during his time with me, and trust he 
may be as happy as his own merits entitle him to be. 
 
About 9 a.m. make a start with my only remaining companion, and tried friend, Jemmy. Shortly 
after leaving, came upon another of these beautiful lagoons, which threw us at least three 
miles out of our course, as well as drawing us into the mallee scrub. After travelling about 
ten miles through this scrub, we again sighted the river, and saw many blacks, with, for the first 
time, an equal number of gins. These fellows with their women took to their canoes and crossed 
the river to the side we came on. They appeared to be familiar with our names, and asked what 
had become of the other whitefellow, meaning Mr. L -. It seems that the old man who had been 
out with Mr. Crawford and myself, had been down in his canoe to give them intelligence of our 
being at Mr. C's.  
 
The blacks here call the river Milleura, which word has a striking resemblance to the name 
they have for that part near Mr. Beveridge's, which, as I have before observed, they call 
Millewater, and the mallee scrub here they call koortong. We camp on the other side of the creek 
which we had so much trouble in crossing, where there was good young feed, both sedges and [ 
]hes. At camping Jemmy shoots two ducks. The mosquitoes being troublesome, he collects a 
quantity of cow dung, the smoke of which these insects will not face, nor is the smell of the smoke 
at all unpleasant. 
 
 
27 December 1849. 
In two miles after leaving this camp we have another wide, deep, and fast running water 
course to swim at a place where the natives had erected a kind of dam for catching fish. 
Fortunately as we reached this place, and were on the point of entering the stream some black 
fellow cooed, and on coming up to us offered to carry our saddle bags. This was a great relief to 
us as it is always dangerous swimming over these rivers or streams while encumbered with these 
bags, and I, of course, was doubly anxious as mine contained my dried collection which unless 
kept dry would have been ruined. This was the same water course we had crossed before, and 
proved to be an ana branch of the Murray. 
 
At about four p.m. we reached Mr. Jamieson's station, which is situated on the bank of the river 
on the edge of another of these salt-bush plains. I was very fortunate in finding Mr. Jamieson at 
home, who received me very kindly. I was informed by this gentleman that at this place there 
was a band of sand running across the river, but not of a character to impede navigation. We 
tried our luck in the evening at fishing, but are unsuccessful. 
 
 
28 December 1849. 
Remain with Mr. Jamieson this day, who takes a walk with me on his run. Among the 
salsolaceous plants a very pretty pink flowering plant makes its appearance for the first time, 
with blossoms like the silene. Among the shrubs which grow on the banks of the river where the 
large bends are formed, were a large blue hyssop-like plant, and a small blue species of Mimuius, 
or Monkey Flower. 
 
This morning witness the crossing of a dray over this immense river, by means of a cask 
which was tied to the bed of the dray. 
 
 
29 December 1849. 
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In the early part of the day have some rain, but the weather cleared up a little before noon. After 
taking luncheon I made another start, accompanied by Mr. Jamieson, who was going to a 
sheep station, which he had lately taken up seventy miles lower down the river. 
 
The day's journey was principally over plains of very considerable extent, on which was a 
immense undergrowth of the mysembryanthemum aquilateralis and fig marigold, or pigs' faces, 
as they are colonially called. This is precisely the same species as on the one found growing on 
the beach near Liardet's Hotel, the small fig-like fruit of which is greedily eaten by the blacks; 
they eat the leaves with shell fish in lieu of salt. These leaves also make an indifferently good 
pickle. 
 
I find a change here in the character of the salsolaneous plants; the large salt bush of the Terrick 
Terrick plains near Mr. Colyers, striplex, or Botany Bay greens, as they are sometimes called, 
gives place here to a very tall handsome growing glasswort (Salicornia). 
 
See one of the small patches of scrub which occasionally appear; as we approached the banks of 
the river I found a very magnificent []abiate plant, with remarkably long and large corolla, the 
lower portion of the lip being beautifully spotted. It belonged to the natural family, 
acrophularinem, as also in the same locality a deep golden flowering stenochilus, the first one I 
had seen of this colour. 
 
About six in the evening after travelling over a loose sandy puffy plain we camped on the bank 
of the Murray, at the junction of that river with the Darling. 
 
Shortly after camping we were visited by a great number of blacks who offered us as usual fish. 
On one of these fish being placed on the fire by the blacks, my black fellow Jemmy disappeared 
from the camp. After the fish was eaten he returned to the camp again. He gave as his reason for 
running away being from fear of the smell of the fish, as had he touched or smelt the same, a grey 
head or a hole in his head would have been the result of his impudence. He represented himself 
as not being singular in this particular, as the same result would have followed every other 
strange black fellow on eating the same kind of fish, which is very like the bream. This is not the 
case with the cod, and two or three other kinds of fish common to the river. 
 
The blacks here appear to have the same impression as Jemmy; and seemed pleased at his 
leaving the camp while the fish was being roasted. There is no mistake about their style of 
cooking the fish - it is far preferable to the English plan. 
 
 
30 December 1849. 
This day we have another long day's stage over a continuation of the same kind of plains; 
nothing at all interesting presented itself in the shape of plants. 
 
In the evening we reached the station belonging to Messrs. Crozier and Rutherford, where 
we met with another hearty and unsophisticated 'Scottish welcome,' and enjoyed, again, the 
luxury of baked bread, cheese, and butter. Here we also saw a large number of the sable beauties, 
of both sexes, both young and old. 
 
Some of them could speak a little English; they are destitute of any kind of covering, as, indeed, 
are all the blacks which I have seen, down this river. I think I cannot do better than copy one of 
my own letters, written on this subject: 
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"If Thomson, the poet, speaks truly, when he says, 'Beauty needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
but is, when unadorned, adorned the most,' and if, by ornament, he is supposed to mean the 
various articles of female attire, and that an absence of these ornaments tends to enhance the 
beauty of the female 'form divine,' then have they, in this out-of-the-way portion of the 
Australian territory, a galaxy of female charms and female beauty, unrivalled in any other part 
of he world. In puris mararalibus, would be an appropriate motto for this much neglected 
(because little understood), unfortunate race of human beings, who wander about in the most 
primitive state of nature, not having the slightest idea of clothes, or covering of any kind. 
 
The younger and better formed gins displayed no small share of vanity in decorating their 
persons with branches of sweet jasmine, clematis, (virgin's bower) and other sweet, flowering, 
fragrant plants; the long, silky, silvery-looking seed pods of the clematis, combined with the pure, 
virgin white, waxy, sweet blossoms of the jasmine when twined together in the manner they do it, 
forms a very pretty wreath, which they wear round their heads; or to borrow the words of the 
song, "They wear a wreath of roses round their ebou brows." 
 
One of these young girls, as she appears, thus decorated, with her skin shining, from the effect of 
having crossed the river, has often struck me, as presenting a tolerably good representation of 
the goddess Flora, done in bronze. One of the, who visited the camp a little lower down this river, 
made a very deep impression on the heart of the too susceptible Jemmy. 
 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 30 Mar 1850. 
 
Journal of a Naturalist    (Continued) 
 
This station is situated on one of those fine streams of water which take their rise from the 
River Murray, and after irrigating a few miles of country, return to the same again. These 
streams are in this case called ana branches, many of them here are as large and deep as the 
River Yarra. The banks of these ana-branches appear to be particularly favourable to the growth 
of the very handsome strap like leaved pendulant secaela. I am not sure that this species has 
been determined; it is by no means common. The seed pods are very large, long, and articulated; 
some of them are at least from a foot and a half in length, and of uniform width. 
 
 
31 December 1849. 
This was a long day's stage for the horses, considering the heat of the day and the weight of the 
saddle bags. We travel thirty miles over the same dreary , salt bush plains, which are here of very 
considerable extent. In the evening reach Mr. Jamieson's new sheep station. As we were on the 
way to the station we were met by one of Mr. Jamieson's black fellows on horseback, who 
informed him that the Gunya, tent, blankets, and everything on the station had been destroyed by 
fire. On reaching the place we found that although there had been a fire, it was not of the 
alarming nature as described by the blackfellow. 
 
The overseer had just succeeded in getting up a small bark bandicoot gunya, that is a few sheets 
of bark leaning on a ridge pole, and over which, where the upper ends of the bark join; another 
sheet, is put lengthwise which laps over the whole length. A place like this, although rude-looking 
to the eye, will, if a trench is made round or near the lower edge of the bark, keep out any 
amount of wet. 'Tis true that such a place is not a palace, but in the bush it is not to be despised, 
and is such that I have seen many a young gentleman who had but lately arrived from the 
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mother country glad to occupy for months while he was attending to more important duties 
concerned with the formation of a new station. 
 
Mr. Jamieson and myself prefer taking the open air for it this night and the blacks made us a 
place of boughs, which acted as break-wind. These places are called by the Melbourne blacks 
miaram miaram. The blacks here, of whom there were about seven or eight only, appeared to be 
much gratified at seeing Mr. Jamieson among them again, and we were invited to one of their 
corrobories, got up, I imagine, in honour of his return. The corroborying of the women was of a 
most libidinous and immodest nature - quite different in every way to anything of the kind I had 
seen in my previous wanderings in Australia, and would appear to be peculiar to this tribe. 
 
 
1 January 1850. 
Spell here this day and take a long walk among the polygonum plants which here form a kind of 
scrub. The only thing which I found was a prickly-leaved species of solanum, which the blacks 
call bootoone. 
 
 
2 January 1850. 
We this day were busy making preparations for a journey into the mallee scrub; and in the 
evening for about five miles go to a station belonging to Mr. Bagot, but which was under 
the superintendence of Mr. Colman - we slept here, intending to make an early start for the 
scrub the following morning. I find it to be quite useless attempting to teach Jemmy the proper 
manner of pronouncing the names of these scrubs, which he will most pertinaciously persist in 
calling the molly grubs; it must be remembered, however, in Jemmy's favour, that the letter "a" 
is absent in his language, as well as ten others - the Melbourne language consisting of 
fifteen letters of our alphabet only, which renders their manner of pronouncing many of our 
English words highly ludicrous, as in the present instance, and in many cases indecent. 
 
 
3 January 1850. 
Start shortly after daylight for the mallee scrub the party consisting of Mr. Jamieson, Mr. 
Colman, the Rev. Mr. Tinkam, Toby another blackfellow, and myself; shortly after leaving the 
station, we pass, leaving it to the right, a magnificent lake, called by the blacks Wollon Wollon; 
continued travelling over the same plain for about the distance of ten miles, when we ascended a 
rising ground and came upon some open scrubby country, or where the trees and shrubs were at 
some distance apart. The ground here was red and puffy, with occasional interruptions of loose 
fragments of white-looking stone, which on afterwards testing I found to be what is called oolitic 
limestone.  
 
In two or three miles further the mallee scrub commenced, but was not by any means dense. 
After travelling through a few miles of the mallee, the country opened into plains, of no very 
considerable extent however, with a tolerable sprinkling of grass. Cross two or three of these 
plains, and come across a fine Downs looking limestone country. We selected what appeared to 
us a channel in wet weather, and on following it down, we in a short time came upon what 
proved to be a dried-up water hole. The water from this place had but recently disappeared as 
the blacks had visited it at no distant period, and on leaving they had covered it with boughs. 
Saw also many feathers where these people had been plucking and cooking the Native Turkey or 
Bustard. 
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As we had travelled a considerable distance, and the weather being oppressively hot, we gave the 
horses half an hour's spell. The Reverend Tinkam being a native of these mallee scrubs, I 
endeavoured to obtain from him as much information relative to the locality as possible. I found 
him, however, to be like most of the middle aged Blackfellows - very stupid. He appeared to have 
no idea or knowledge of the plants producing the Sarsaparilla bark. The only piece of 
information I obtained from him was about the trees from the roots of which they obtain 
water - none of this fluid having been as yet discovered by the whites in these slabs. The plants 
are a tall species of the Hakea, and the Mallee-Eucalyptus Dumosa itself. They only apply to these 
trees in extreme cases of thirst. The Blacks, however, must have a knowledge of water holes, or 
they could not exist, and I have not the slightest doubt, from the fine she[] of limestone which I 
saw on these Downs, that they contain subterranean water courses, which may account for the 
absence of water on the surface. Should this very desirable fluid be found, in these scrubs (of 
which, in time, I have but little doubt), in such a situation [ ] locality as the present, where it is 
well grassed, and has a fair proportion of herbs, with the important consideration of the large 
and navigable river Murray being in the immediate neighbourhood, it will prove one of the most 
valuable portions of grazing country which the Southern District possesses. 
 
After camping for half an hour, we had what might have proved rather a serious accident. Mr. 
Jamieson's black-fellow Toby in lighting his pipe, or rather in smoking it while lying down, a 
portion of the lighted tobacco fell on his clothes which soon caught fire - on discovering this, the 
stupid fellow instead of lying quiet, jumped on his legs and as the wind was blowing very strong 
across the Downs was quickly in a blaze. I tried to pull or knock him down but he was too active 
for me; the poor fellow looked the picture of fear and kept making a rush in two or three 
directions with the intention of jumping into the water, he of course in his fright imagining 
himself to be near his own favourite river Murray. Mr. Colman, at the risk of getting burnt 
himself, succeeded with some trouble in putting out the fire by [ ] force; in doing this he threw 
down a portion of burnt handkerchief and set fire to the grass which burnt with great rapidity 
and we had some difficulty in getting our horses from the line of burning grass.  
 
Finding there was no chance of obtaining water for the horses, and the weather unfortunately 
being very hot we returned and reached Mr. Coleman's late in the evening. We saw a fire in 
the scrub at probably a distance of fifteen or twenty miles, which must of course have been 
caused by the blacks, and which was very probably in the vicinity of water. 
 
[ Later quoted in the South Australian Register of 12th March 1850 as having written on 3rd 
January that he had then travelled down the Murray River  a distance of four hundred 
and fifty miles.] 
 
 
4 January 1850. 
Return to Mr. Jamieson's place and stay there the remainder of the day. 
 
This station is also situated on another of these fine [river]-looking ana branches. It is called by 
the whites, River Lindsay, by the blacks, Mulchra. 
 
 
5 January 1850. 
This morning take leave of my kind entertainers; our departure appeared to be quite an event 
with these kind hearted simple natives. About five miles after leaving, we came upon a wide 
running stream, very deep coming from Lake Wollon Wollon and communicating with the 
river. A black-fellow was good enough to take the saddle bags and ourselves over in one of their 
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small sheets of bark which had the ends and holes stopped up with mud, and which on getting 
in you fancy you feel your feet to be going through the bottom. A nervous man would not like 
getting into one of these temporary affairs, and a timid man could not for his life. After 
conveying us safely to the other side, he swam the horses across, for which I gave him a pocket-
knife. I have always proved that article to be one of the most desirable presents you can make 
these people. 
 
In two hours after crossing the river, we came suddenly upon a large camp of blacks, consisting 
entirely of women, two of whom jumped up on our approach, and made sundry strange motions, 
sometimes putting their hands on the horses shoulders and at others placing them about the 
middle of their persons. They appeared to be very anxious to make us understand them, 
although, from the fact of their not speaking one word of English, I found this to be impossible. 
After filling and lighting my pipe at their fire, I made a start, but so anxious did those two old 
women appear to be at our not comprehending them, that they came away with us, occasionally 
pointing ahead, and then repeating the same unaccountable signs and motions. 
 
In about half-a-mile, however, we were left no longer in doubt as to their signs, or the kindness of 
their intentions. At this place we found we had to cross a very wide and apparently a very boggy 
watercourse. Those women immediately entered the water, making signs for us to follow 
precisely in the same track. Immediately on emerging from the water on the other side, they 
made use of the word "jramper" repeatedly. I soon discovered that by this word they meant 
damper, and I immediately ordered Jemmy to make them a johnny-cake, and camped for an hour 
for the purpose. 
 
It appeared that among the group of women whom we had passed, there was one young girl 
whom Jemmy had particularly noticed, while in the act of scrapping or cleaning a fish. He was 
very anxious that I would allow her to be sent for, to share in the johnny-cake and pot of tea. He 
had some difficulty in making the women understand what he wanted, but by dint of imitating 
the scraping of fish and other signs and movements which it is not at all necessary for me to 
mention, he succeeded in getting one of the women to go back for the young lady, who appeared 
to have made so deep an impression on him. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 4 Apr 1850. 
 
 
Journal of a Naturalist  (Continued) 
 
[Journal continues with further details for 6th January. Mention made on 7th January of:  
"another creek to swim. At this place the river takes a very remarkable bend, so much so as 
easily to lend a stranger into the belief that it was running quite in a contrary direction. The 
country also has a wild and solitary appearance ... Shortly after crossing the last creek we 
found ourselves in a dense scrub ...  Following out this tongue of land, we came upon a station 
which was almost hidden by the trees and shrubs, belonging to Mr. Chapman who has 
lately purchased it of the Messrs. Fletcher, Brothers, the latter gentlemen have since gone 
to California. I was received very kindly by the superintendent, Mr. McIvoy ...] 
 
The Argus, 6 April 1850. 
 
 
My Summary of the Journey down the Murray River Dec 1849. 
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Firstly let me emphasise that I know nothing about the area on that side of the river. 
 
Swan Hill - Mr. Jamieson [later spoken of as Mr. A. Jamieson] sends letter for his brother at 
THEIR station on the Lower Murray. 
 
... 
 
Boggy, swampy country. Then Crawford's run. Near explorer Mitchell's Mt. Dispersion. 
Stretches inland 20 miles. Lakes. Aborigines building a bridge. 
 
Lagoons, 3 mile detour. 10 miles. River here called by Aborigines Milleura. Another deep, fast 
water stream. Aboriginal nets across to catch fish. 
 
Jamieson's Station. A band of sand across Murray River; see a dray crossing here. Jamieson to 
accompany him 70 miles downstream to a station he has only lately taken up. 
 
Early start, arrive 6pm at Murray-Darling Junction. 
 
Long day's travel to Crozier and Rutherford's run.  
 
Another long day to Jamieson's new station called River Lindsay. Sleep in open air. 
 
5 mile journey into Mallee to Bagot's station. 
 
Rusheen Craig, July 2012. 
 
...................................................... 
 
Jul 1846   Occupation Licences include Richard Brookes and George Tingcombe. 
 
Government Gazette. 
Occupation Licences. 
Crown Lands Office, 2 July 1846. 
 
The following persons have made application for Occupation Licences: 
 
Richard Brookes and George Tingcombe. 
On the River Lindsay, south side River Murray, at boundary of this province. 
 
South Australian Register, 4 Jul 1846. 
 
[The Australasian Chronicle (Sydney), on 27 July 1841, when advertising about lost stock 
from Jindibine on the Snowy River, refers people to John Tingcombe, Esq., Church-street 
Sydney, or to George Tingcombe, Esq., Post-office, Manaroo.] 
 
................................................. 
 

Mar 1848   Applications for Leases received at the Superintendent's Office from 1st 
March to 6 April  
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[No district is given. I've copied down names or stations that come in for a mention in the 
Wimmera District in the articles below. However they might be in no way pertinent to this 
area.] 
 
Include: 
 
Applicant: George Tingcombe. 
Station: Lindsaye 
Date: 22 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: John Hawdon, jun. 
Station: Cowra. 
Date: 15 March 1848. 
 
Applicant: John Hawdon, jun. 
Station: Culnine. 
Date: 15 March 1848. 
 
[Applicant: Joseph Hawdon 
Station: Tallerook. 
Date: 28 Jan 1848.] 
 
Applicant: Curlewis & Campbell. 
Stations: Swan Hill and Lake Boga 
Stations: Reedy Lake;  Baal Baal;  Combertook or Avoca. 
Date:28 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: Robert Macredie. 
 Stations: Banyinong;  Laen. 
Date: 1 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: Robert Macredie. 
Stations: Avoca & Wichy Praff. 
Date: 3 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: James Horsfall. 
Station: Rich Avon. 
Date: 2 Feb 1848. 
 
Applicant: Rich Hannmer Bunbury. 
Station: Barton. 
Date: 15 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: Cecil Pybus Cooke. 
Station: Pine Hill. 
Date: 22 Feb 1848. 
 
Applicant: George Rutherford. 
Station: Cars Plains 
Date: 27 Mar 1848. 
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Applicant: Foster and Stawell 
Station: Green Hills 
Date: 27 Mar 1848 
 
Applicant: William Stawell. 
Station: Nettyallee;  Rathescar. 
Date: 27 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant:  Calvert and Bell. 
Station: Irrewarra 
Date: 3 Apr 1848. 
 
Applicant: Alex Invine 
Station: Junction Station, Pyrenees. 
Date: 3 Apr 1848 
 
Applicant: Jardine and Haverfield. 
Station: The Outlet. 
Date:25 Mar 1848. 
 
Applicant: William Francis Splatt. 
Stations: Dergholm; Roseneath; Fifteen Mile Creek; Emu Station; Wonwondah. 
Date: 5th & 6th April 1848. 
 
Applicant:  Andrew Beveridge. 
Station: Swan Hill. 
Date: 30 Mar 1848. 
 
 
The Melbourne Argus, 25 Apr 1848. 
 
........................................... 
 
1848 Claims to Leases of Crown Lands, Wimmera District, Victoria. 
 
The runs are numbered roughly on the alphabetical order of the lessees surnames, so they are 
no guide to proximity one to the other. 
 
Includes: 
No. 78. 
John Grant. 
Name of run: Bumbang. 
Estimated Area: 19,200 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 200 head of cattle,  4,000 sheep. 
 
Bounded on the N by the Murray river,  
On E by Mr. McCallum, 
On S by the Mallee scrub, 
On W by Mr. Crawford, which is 15 miles to the Murray River,  
From where it joins Mr. McCallum's run on the E; 
Till it joins Mr. Crawford's on the W.  
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No. 79. 
John HAWDON, jun. 
Name of run - Culnine or Hawdon's Upper Run. 
Estimated area - 57,600 acres. 
Estimated grazing capabilities - 1000 head of cattle,  5,000 sheep. 
 
Bounded on the northern side by the river Murray,  
commencing opposite the junction of the river Darling with the river Murray, and running up 
the Murray River 15 miles,  
On the western side by a line commencing opposite the junction of the Darling and running 
south from the river 6 miles,  
On the south by a line commencing at the westerly boundary and running east 15 miles,  
On the east by a line commencing on the Murray 15 miles above the junction of the Darling 
and running south 6 miles. 
 
 
No. 80. 
John HAWDON, jun. 
Name of run - Cowra, or Hawdon's Lower Run. 
Estimated area - 96,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capabilities - 1,000 head of cattle,  8,000 sheep. 
 
Bounded on the north side by the river Murray, 
Commencing where the river Lindsay comes out of the Murray to opposite the junction of the 
Darling, 
On the west side by a line commencing where the Lindsay river comes out of the Murray river 
and running 86 miles . 
On the south side by a line commencing at the westerly boundary and running east to the 
boundary of Culnine or Upper Run, 
On the east by the Upper Run.  
 
 
[No. 86. 
Alexander McCallum. 
Name of run: Youngera. 
Estimated Area: 57,600 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 8,000 sheep. 
 
Eighteen miles frontage to the Murray river on the north, 
On the east by McLeod's run, 
On the south by the Mallee scrub, 
On the west by John Grant's run. 
Just noted for the interest of the names] 
 
 
No. 94. 
William Stawell. 
Name of run: Yerre Yerre. 
Estimated Area: 150,000 acres. 
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Estimated grazing capacity: 10,000 sheep. 
 
Bounded by the north and north-east by the River Murray, 
Commencing at a point 14 miles above the junction of the River Darling with the said River 
Murray,  
And being a line running along the said River Murray to the western boundary of the run, now 
in the occupation of - Kidd [as written], 
On the east by the western boundary, 
On the south  
 
 
No. 97. 
George Tingcombe. 
Name of run: Lindsaye Island. 
Estimated Area: 64,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 600 head of cattle. 
 
This island is formed by the Anabranch of the Murray, known as the River Lindsaye and the 
Murray.  
 
 
No. 98. 
George Tingcombe. 
Name of run: Woolwolla. 
Estimated Area: 86,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 8,000 sheep. 
 
The land on the south bank of the Lindsaye, from 3 miles east of where it leaves the Murray to 
where the Lindsaye enters the Murray again, and 5 miles back. 
 
 
No. 100. 
William Wallace. 
Name of run: Elderslie. 
Estimated Area: 64,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 15,000 sheep. 
 
Northern boundary, a line of marked trees dividing Mr. Ballantine's run, commencing at the 
South Australian boundary line 4 miles north from where it crosses Mosquito creek, running 6 
miles east, 
Then 3 miles ESE, eastern boundary marked trees 7 1/2 miles, 
South crossing Mosquito creek about 5 miles, east from Wallace's brick cottage, 4 1/2 miles 
west, 
Then 5 miles south, southern boundary marked trees 4 1/2 miles west, 
Western boundary the boundary line of the South Australian territory 14 miles north. 
  
The Argus (Melbourne), 12 Dec 1848. 
 
How I would interpret the information above: 
  
The properties in Victoria on the Murray River in 1848,  
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Starting approximately at the South Australian border and travelling upstream would 
be: 
 
- George Tingcombe's Lindsaye Island in the Murray River and Woolwolla on the Lindsay 
River. 
This would include today's Lindsay Island and "Wallawalla.". 
 
-  John Hawdon junior's "Cowra or Hawdon's Lower Run". 
Stretching 86 miles from the Lindsaye River to the Junction of the Murray with the Darling 
River.  
 
- John Hawdon's  "Culnine or Hawdon's Upper Run"  
Stretching 15 miles upriver from the junction of the Murray with the Darling River; Distance 
from River 6 miles. 
This would include today's Merbein. 
 
- William Staywell's "Yerre Yerre" [which is said to be the original Mildura Station] 
At the bend of the Murray River, and stretching from 14 miles upriver from the Darling 
junction with the Murray River [even though Culnine is meant to go 15 miles above the 
junction - just shows how rough the measurements were in those days] 
It is next to Kidd's station -  
 
 
I could find no mention of E. J. Hogg in connection with the original "Statesman", later called  
"Yerre Yerre" that he is said to have taken up on behalf of the Jamieson Brothers in 1847, and 
renamed "Mildura Station." In 1848 Edward James Hogg held three leases in the 
Murrumbidgee District (rather than the Wimmera District of the Mildura area). Hogg did hold 
one lease on the Murray River, but that was: 
No. 84 Tantonan 
32,000 acres; estimated carrying capacity 5000 sheep. 
  
 
.................................. 
 

1849   Claims to Leases of Crown Lands, Wimmera District, Victoria. 
  
Includes: 
 
No. 103. 
James Crawford. 
Name of run: Greyfield or Kulkyne [note - not Gayfield] 
Estimated Area: 64,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 8,000 sheep. 
 
The Run has frontage to the Murray River, from a point (called Me-ye by the natives) where 
the Mallee scrub comes down to the river, (called Colignan by the natives) and where Mr. John 
Kidd's run commences, extending 5 miles back from the river and there bounding with Mr. 
Coghill's station, Moornpal [although it is clearly written as "Moornbool" in the listing of the 
station below;  It later appears as Moornpool]. 
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The Mallee scrub occupies a large portion of the ground, in several places coming close to the 
river. 
 
 
No. 104.  
George Coghill. 
Name of run: Moornbool. 
Estimated area: 20,480 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 5,000 sheep. 
 
Situate on the south side of the Lower Murray River, and  
Commencing at a marked tree,  
Bearing south 66 degrees west, 
Five miles from the junction of the Chat Karr Creek, 
With the Murray River on the eastwards, 
By James Crawford on five miles from the Murray, 
And parallel to it, 
Eight miles on all other sides by Mallee scrub. 
 
 
No. 106. 
John Kidd and James Brown. 
Name of run: Kidds Station. 
Estimated area: 64,000 acres. 
Estimated grazing capacity: 8,000 sheep. 
 
Bounded on the east by Mr. Thomas Crawfords run, at Mallee or Pine scrub named 
Colinguane, 
And on the north by the River Murray, 
Twenty miles in the general direction of the course of the River, 
With five miles of back run from the River. 
 
................................ 
 

Apr 1849   Caveats disputing claims in Wimmera District 
 
Include: 
 
Wimmera District. 
 
Yerre Yerre Lease No. 94. 
Held by Joseph Raleigh. 
Caveat taken out against this by  
1) Kidd and Brown. 
2) James Crawford.  
 
....................................... 
 
Jan 1850   Transfer of Runs in Wimmera District.  
 
No. 6  Name of Run: Ledcourt. 
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Former Licensee: Boyd, Benjamin. 
To Whom Transferred: William Sprott Boyd. 
 
No. 6  Name of Run: Ledcourt. 
Former Licensee: Boyd, William Sprott . 
To Whom Transferred: Young & Carfrae. 
 
No. 10  Name of Run: Mullagh. 
Former Licensee: Birmingham & Reilly. 
To Whom Transferred: Birmingham & Edgar. 
 
No. 12  Name of Run: Banyena Plains. 
Former Licensee: Creswick, John & Henry. 
To Whom Transferred: Henry Creswick. 
 
No. 14  Name of Run: Lake Boga & Swan Hill. 
Former Licensee: Curlewis & Campbell. 
To Whom Transferred: * William Francis Splatt. 
 
No. 15  Name of Run: Cambertook. 
Former Licensee: Curlewis & Campbell. 
To Whom Transferred: * William Francis Splatt. 
 
No. 16 Name of Run: Reedy Lake, Baal Baal. 
Former Licensee: Curlewis & Campbell. 
To Whom Transferred: * William Francis Splatt. 
 
No. 23  Name of Run: Banyinong. 
Former Licensee: Donald & Hamilton. 
To Whom Transferred: J. S. & W. Donald. 
 
No. 24  Name of Run: Corack. 
Former Licensee: Donald & Hamilton. 
To Whom Transferred: J. S. & W. Donald. 
 
No. 27  Name of Run: Coonover. 
Former Licensee: Foley, Henry. 
To Whom Transferred: Charles Vaughan. 
 
No. 33 Name of Run: Rich Avon. 
Former Licensee: Horsefall, James. 
To Whom Transferred: Robert Sutherland. 
 
No. 35  Name of Run: Lake Wallace. 
Former Licensee: Hope, James & George. 
To Whom Transferred: Robert C. & George Hope [written as "Hop"] 
 
No. 36  Name of Run: Lalbert. 
Former Licensee: Ham, T. & J. J. 
To Whom Transferred: George Palmer Ball. 
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No. 41  Name of Run: Daliamong. 
Former Licensee: McGrath, M. 
To Whom Transferred: James & George Mouatt. 
 
No. 43  Name of Run: Irrewarra. 
Former Licensee: Mackenzie & McLachlan. 
To Whom Transferred: A. McMillan. 
 
No.  51 Name of Run: Robertson's Station. 
Former Licensee: Robertson, Hugh. 
To Whom Transferred: Dennis Brothers. 
 
No. 59  Name of Run: Wallaloo Creek. 
Former Licensee: Thear, Joseph. 
To Whom Transferred: Andrew Love. 
 
No. 65  Name of Run: Nhill. 
Former Licensee: Atkinson, William. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: D. Macpherson. 
 
No. 65 [ditto sign]  Name of Run: Coolanuck. 
Former Licensee: Pepper, John H. 
To Whom Transferred: D. Macpherson. 
 
No. 66  Name of Run: York Plains. 
Former Licensee: Anderson, William. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: John Matheson. 
 
No. 68  Name of Run: Lingmer. 
Former Licensee: Baird & Hodgkinson. 
[Held by Matthew H. Baird & Henry Hodgkinson in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: Robert Officer. 
 
No. 69  Name of Run: Pine Plains. 
Former Licensee: Clow, J. M. 
[James Maxwell Clow in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: Andrew Russell. 
 
No. 72  Name of Run: Longlands. 
Former Licensee: Donaldson, Alexander. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: J. E., J. B., & J. Whittaker. 
 
No. 73  Name of Run: Yanack-a-Yanack. 
Former Licensee: Ford & Harding. 
To Whom Transferred: Ford & Little. 
 
No. 73 [repeated]  Name of Run: Yanack-a-Yanack. 
Former Licensee: Ford & Little. 
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[Held by Thomas Ford and Thomas Harding in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: James Little. 
 
No. 81  Name of Run: Ganoo Ganoo. 
Former Licensee: Hutchinson, Margaret. 
[Listed as Margaret Hutchinson per A. Dunn in 1848 runs] 
To Whom Transferred: George Armytage. 
 
No. 90  Name of Run: Avoca & Wychypraff. 
Former Licensee: Macredie, Robert. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: John Learmonth. 
 
** No. 97  Name of Run: Lindsaye Island. 
Former Licensee: Tingcombe, George. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: E. M. Bagot. 
 
** No. 98  Name of Run: Woolwolla. 
Former Licensee: Tingcombe, George. 
[Held by same person in 1848] 
To Whom Transferred: E. M. Bagot. 
 
No. 106  Name of Run: Kidd's Station. 
Former Licensee: Kidd & Brown. 
To Whom Transferred: M. McGrath & Brothers. 
 
No. 108  Name of Run: El Dorado. 
Former Licensee: Firebrace, W. 
To Whom Transferred: Welsh & Mason. 
 
 
* The portions of the above Stations situated in the Western Port District have been 
transferred to ...  
 
Runs held in 1848 appear in The Argus, 12 Dec 1848.   
Runs that I've marked  **  have been copied out in full detail [See above under 1848] as given 
in 1848.  
 
Argus (Melbourne), 22 Jan 1850. 
 
...................................... 
 

Oct 1853   Letter from Hugh Jamieson, Mildura Station, River Murray,  

 
concerning  the present and future conditions of the Aborigines in the Murray and Darling 
Districts. 
Letters from Victorian Pioneers, pp.269-275. 
[This letter is shown under a listing for 1853.] 
 
....................................... 
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Feb 1854  Kulkyne for sale. 
 
Messrs. Keane and Orr's station of Kulkyne, Victoria, has been offered for sale, with 20,000 
sheep, price £1 per head, with the station given in. 
 
Launceston Examiner (Tasmania), 2 Feb 1854. 
 
.......................................... 
 
Jul 1856   Accident at Messrs. McGrath's Station. 
 
Further advices from the Darling, dated June 24, report an accident to one of the barges off 
Messrs. McGrath's Station, some distance above Mildura, but the River Murray Navigation 
Company has received no intelligence, nor is it mentioned in a letter from the Junction, dated 
June 23, although the Company's vessels are referred to in connection with business matters. 
... Captain Cadell was camping at the Lindsay River on June 18, on his way overland to 
Maiden's Punt. 
 
South Australian Register, 10 Jul 1856. 
 
On 11 July further information: When the Gundagai was off McGrath's station, a little above 
Mildura, one of her barges, the Eureka struck a snag and sustained some injury, by which 
about four tons of flour were damaged; Captain Johnson, however 
 
............................................. 
 
 
 

Aug 1856    "KULNINE" - sold by Crozier & Rutherford to Bagot etc. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 6 August 1856. 
 
We are advised by Messrs. CROZIER and RUTHERFORD that they have disposed of the 
"KULNINE," and other stations held by them, to E. M. BAGOT, Esq., of Adelaide, with 17,000 
sheep, and 1,400 head of cattle, for £26,000. The sheep were valued at 20s. 6d., and the cattle 
at over £6. The firm of Crozier and Rutherford has since dissolved, and Mr Crozier has 
purchased of Mr Bagot all the above sheep with 200 head of cattle with all the runs, except 10 
miles of the west end, which the latter retains. Price as before mentioned. 
 
Mr Patterson, on the opposite side of the river, Albert District, New South Wales, sold his 
sheep with the run at 22s per head. Store cattle and sheep are still inquired for. 
 
..................... 
 
On 19 April, at Kulnine, River Murray, the lady of John Crozier, Esq., of a son. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide) 2 May 1859. 
.................... 
 
Married. 
POTTER - SHEPHERD. 
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On 19th ult., at Kulnine, Lower Murray, by the Rev. T. H. Goodwin, Mr J. H. Potter, to Mary 
Anne, fourth daughter of Mr David Shepherd, Chichester, England. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide)  8 Sep 1865. 
 
...................... 
  
A shepherd employed at Kulnine was murdered ... 
 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide)  4 Dec 1865. 
 
....................... 
 
Lindsay Island - R. Goldsbrough and Co. have been favoured with instructions from E. M. 
BAGOT, Esq., to offer for Private Sale, his splendid stations on the Murray, 
Consisting of 
LINDSAY ISLAND 
WOOLWALLA 
LOWER KULNINE 
LOWER CULLULLERAINE 
LOWER POOPMINDIE 
And 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BLOCKS, 
Containing a total area of about 470 square miles; 
together with 
4640 cattle 
352 horses. 
The cattle are in excellent order, and well known to be one of the best herds in the colonies. 
For the last ten years only pure-bred shorthorn bulls have been used, those now on the run 
having been bred there from imported stock. A large draft can at once be started for market. 
 
The horses have been carefully culled for many years past, and always command top prices. A 
large proportion are the progeny of the splendid entires "Boxer" and "Faxeiousus", both of 
which horses are on the stations. 
 
The country is really first-class, and consists of fine open saltbush plains, well-grassed, and 
intersected by belts of timber. There is a large frontage to the Murray, and the water supply 
from creeks and lakes is abundant in all seasons. The capabilities are equal to nearly double 
the stock now on it, and sheep could be placed on the runs and worked in conjunction with 
the cattle, if required, as the country is equally suitable for both. The rental is low and the 
tenure secure. 
 
The improvements consist of homestead, house for overseer, huts, &c., a considerable extent 
of fencing, several large paddocks, and splendid yards for the cattle, those on one run working 
3,000 head easily. 
 
For further particulars and terms apply at Goldsbrough's wool warehouses, Bourke and 
William Streets, Melbourne. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  13 Nov 1866. 
 
.................................. 
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Marriage. 
On 7th instant, at Kulnine, River Murray, 
by special license, John RICHARDSON, Esq., Manager of the Commercial Banking Company of 
Sydney, at Wentworth,  
to ELIZABETH, second daughter of John CROZIER, Esq., J.P., of Kulnine. 
Sydney Morning Herald   19 Dec 1866. 
 
 
.......................................... 
 
 
Apr 1857   Holders of Stock in the Wimmera District. 
 
Name of Licensee, Name of Run, Number of Stock, Amount of Assessment. 
 
Commissioner of Crown Lands Office 
Wimmera,  30th April 1857. 
 
The undermentioned persons, holders of Stock within the District of Wimmera, are required 
to pay before 31st May, Assessments on such Stock. 
 
Name of Licensee [Roughly alphabetical listing];  Name of Run. 
Number of Stock - Horses, Cattle, Sheep. 
Amount of Assessment [ Only £ column can be read - the rest is blurry.] 
 
Affleck, J. W. and D. :  Pleasant Banks. 
Horses - 8;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 12,370. 
£111. 
 
Affleck, J. W. and D. :  Rose Bank. 
Horses - 4;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 8,000. 
£67. 
 
Archibald and Sons :  Brimin or Nyps. 
Horses - 8 ;  Cattle - 8;  Sheep - 3,000 
£25. 
 
Armytage, George :  Fulham. 
Horses - 60;  Cattle - 100;  Sheep - 12,000 
£111. 
 
Armytage, George :  Mundara 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - 4;  Sheep - 6,000 
£50. 
 
Armytage, George :  Ganoo Ganoo. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep- 5,000 
£41. 
 
Ayrey and Nicol :  Warranoke 
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Horses - 15;  Cattle - 67;  Sheep - 15,500 
£134. 
 
Armstrong, John :  Allan Vale 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 226;  Sheep - 15,158. 
£138. 
 
Atkins and Clarke :  West Charlton 
Horses - 10;  Cattle - 41;  Sheep - 11,868 
£101. 
 
Atkinson, Henry [written as "Hy"] :   Tullyvea 
Horses - 22;  Cattle - 723;  Sheep -  
£38. 
 
Atkinson and Pepper :  Lake Hindmarsh. 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 500;  Sheep -  
£25. 
 
Bagot, E. M. :   Lindsaye Island. 
Horses - 75;  Cattle - 1,900;  Sheep -   
£102. 
 
Bagot, E. M. :  Woolwoola 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 750;  Sheep -  
£37. 
 
Baillie, Thomas [written as "Thos."] :  Polkemmet 
Horses - 10;  Cattle - 200;  Sheep - 8,900 
£85. 
 
Bear, J. P. :  Swan Water South. 
Horses - 10;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep - 6,000 
£51 
 
Bell and Houston :  Upper Regions. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 497;  Sheep - 8,510 
£96. 
 
Beveridge, G. S. and P. :  Eureka. 
Horses - 2;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 2,500 
£21 
 
Beveridge, Andrew :  Tintindya. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 2,500;  Sheep - 2,000. 
£141. 
 
Blundon, John [written as "Jno.] :  Concungella 
Horses - 14;  Cattle - 150;  Sheep - 8,500 
£79. 
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Broughton and Horne [or Herne] :  Morea Catkin. 
Horses - 3 ;  Cattle -;  Sheep - 4,000 
£33. 
 
Cameron, D. :  Lochiel. 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - 8;  Sheep - 8,000 
£67 
 
Campbell and Cruikshank :  Lexington;  La Rose or Mokepilla. 
Horses - 40;  Cattle - 2,800;  Sheep- 20,600 
£315. 
 
Carfrae and Jervis:  Rose Brook;  and Woortook. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 300;  Sheep - 8,500 
£86. 
 
Carter, Charles [Written as "Chas"] :  Brim Spring. 
Horses - 17;  Cattle - 300;  Sheep - 7,500 
£79. 
 
Chirnside, Thomas [Written as "Thos"] :  Barton. 
Horses - 40;  Cattle - 2.200;  Sheep - 3,872 
£146. 
 
Coppock, John [Written as "Jno"] :  Lake Albacurt[??] 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 9;  Sheep - 7,310 
£61. 
 
Crozier and Rutherford : Cowra;  Kulmine (sic); Tarakna;  Culluleraine. 
Horses - 20;  Cattle - 200;  Sheep - 21,500 
£191 
 
Darlot and McLachlan :  Brighton. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 600;  Sheep - 19,000 
£188 
 
Davis, Henry :  Brim;   Davis Plains. 
Horses -6;  Cattle - 14;  Sheep - 11,600 
£97. 
 
Dennis Brothers :  Carr's Plains 
Horses - 21;  Cattle - 88;  Sheep - 11,091 
£98 
 
Dennis Brothers :  Robertson's Station 
Horses - ;  Cattle -;  Sheep - 6,308 
£52. 
 
Donald, William [Written as "Wm."] :  Banyenong 
Horses - 106;  Cattle - 2,500;  Sheep -  
£135. 
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Donald, William :  Corack 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 692;  Sheep - 
£34 
 
Donald, William :  Spring Bank 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 4,200 
£35. 
 
Degraves, William :  Woodlands 
Horses - 15;  Cattle - 740;  Sheep - 32,500 
£309. 
 
Ebden, C. H.:  Quambatook;  Bael Bael;   Lake Boga. 
Horses - 41;  Cattle - 2,700;  Sheep - 15,549 
£268. 
 
Ellerman, H. and H. C. :  Antwerp. 
Horses - 15;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 8,400 
£71. 
 
Ellerman, H. C. : Pine Plains. 
Horses - 4;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 3,500  
£29. 
 
Edgar, David : Pine Hill. 
Horses - 54;  Cattle - 88;  Sheep - 15,549  
£138. 
 
Firebrace, W. and R. T. : Vectis;  Wyn Wyn;  Mount Elgin. 
Horses - 30;  Cattle - 1,557;  Sheep - 34,602 
£369. 
 
Fitzgerald and Co. : Mullagh 
Horses - 16;  Cattle - 80;  Sheep - 12,700 
£111. 
 
Gibson, Thomas L. [written as "Thos.] : Lake Bringalbert. 
Horses -15 ;  Cattle - 130;  Sheep - 16,200  
£143. 
 
Gordon, James [Written as "Jas."] : Newlands. 
Horses - 17;  Cattle -300 ;  Sheep -  18,000 
£166. 
 
Grant, J. and S. : Bumbang. 
Horses - 52;  Cattle - 1,742;  Sheep -  
£92. 
 
Glass, Hugh :  Towanninie. 
Horses -8 ;  Cattle -12 ;  Sheep -  10,500 
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£88. 
 
Hamilton, James [Written as "Jas."] : Narong. 
Horses - 17;  Cattle - 105;  Sheep -  5,300 
£51. 
 
Hamilton, Thomas [Written as "Thos."] : Second Kout-narin. 
Horses - 8;  Cattle - 50;  Sheep - 12,000  
£103. 
 
Hines, F. P. : Newhapper 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 80;  Sheep -  6,100 
£53. 
 
Henty, S. G. :  Kadnook 
Horses -17;  Cattle - 30;  Sheep -  24,011 
£203. 
 
Heape and Grice :  Bunjip. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 20;  Sheep - 4,500 
£39. 
 
Hope, R. C. :  Bolangum. 
Horses - 7;  Cattle - 25;  Sheep -  5,160 
£44. 
 
Hope, R. C. and G. : Lake Wallace. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 16;  Sheep -  18,000 
£109. 
 
Hogg, E. J. : Yerre Yerre. 
Horses - 50;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 430  
£8    
 
Holmes and White :  Six Mile Creek. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 12;  Sheep -  3,900 
£88. 
 
Holmes and White :  Lalbert 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - 8;  Sheep - 6,300 
£53. 
 
Holmes and White :  Wallaloo 
Horses - 9;  Cattle - 8;  Sheep - 6,790 
£57. 
 
Holmes and Teek : Wirmburchop 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep - 3,700 
£31. 
 
Irvine, Alexander [Written as Alexr.] :  Gleniogie 
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Horses - 48;  Cattle -718 ;  Sheep -  13,786 
£155. 
 
Jones, H. and D. O. :  Tallagera 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 1,000;  Sheep -   
£50. 
 
Jones, Highway :  Tatiara 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep -  4,000 
£33. 
 
Jones, Highway : Yan Yip. 
Horses - 4;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 2,040 
£17. 
 
Kinnear, R. H. :  Coonover and Spring Bank. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - 1,000;  Sheep -  
£50. 
 
Kaye and Butchart :  Strathfillan. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 6,580 
£56. 
 
Learmonth, John [Written as "Jno."] :  Avoca and Wycheprooff. 
Horses - 8;  Cattle - 830;  Sheep -  
£42. 
 
Little, James :  Yanac-a-Yanac. 
Horses - 20;  Cattle - 160;  Sheep -  6,580 
£64. 
 
Little, James : Mackenzie Springs. 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - ;  Sheep -  2,085 
£17. 
 
Lyon and Ferrers : Morton's Plains 
Horses - 10;  Cattle - 100;  Sheep -  25,000 
£214 
 
Macredie, R. and R. : Banyenong West 
Horses - 25;  Cattle - 1,500;  Sheep - 9,000  
£152. 
 
Macredie, R. and R. :  Laen 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 1,000;  Sheep -   
£50. 
 
Matheson, John : York Plains. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 12;  Sheep - 5,200 
£45. 
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McMillan, A. :   Youngera. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 5,900  
£49. 
 
McGrath Brothers : Kidd's Station. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep -  
£ -. 
[No stock] 
 
McGuinness and Bell : Lake Corang. 
Horses - 14;  Cattle - 90;  Sheep - 14,261 
£124. 
 
McKinnon, Colin :  Mountain Creek. 
Horses - 7;  Cattle - 200;  Sheep - 11,000 
£102 
 
McLachlan Brothers :  Rich Avon. 
Horses - 13;  Cattle - 750;  Sheep -  14,200 
£157. 
 
McLeod, H. :   Benyeo. 
Horses - 120;  Cattle -500 ;  Sheep -  4,800 
£77 
 
McMillan, A. :   Glenwyllan. 
Horses - 14;  Cattle - 148;  Sheep -  19,116 
£168. 
 
McMillan, A. :  Irrewarra. 
Horses - 21;  Cattle - 45;  Sheep - 7,310  
£65. 
 
McMillan, A. :  Sheep Hills. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle -15 ;  Sheep -  5,820 
£49. 
 
McPherson, D. :  Ashens. 
Horses - 7;  Cattle - 140;  Sheep - 9,274  
£84. 
 
McPherson, D. :  Nhill. 
Horses - 2;  Cattle - 30;  Sheep -  18,700 
£115. 
 
Moffatt, Mrs. Jesse :  Leman Springs. 
Horses - 4;  Cattle - 32;  Sheep -  5,800 
£50. 
 
Officer, R. James [Written as "R. Jas."] :  Yatnat. 
Horses - 15;  Cattle - 80;  Sheep -  7,500 
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£68. 
 
Officer, Robert [Written as "Robt."] :  Mount Talbot;  Longmer. 
Horses - 40;  Cattle - 700;  Sheep -  21,000 
£214. 
 
Orr, C. J. and F. :  West Yowang. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 3,000 
£25. 
 
Orr and Youl :  Mornpool;  Gayfield;  Nurnurnemal. 
Horses - 10;  Cattle - ;  Sheep -  10,390. 
£87. 
 
Pearson, J. :  Lockhart;  Comoq. 
Horses - 4;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 5,473. 
£46. 
 
Pinson, Henry :  Swinton. 
Horses -15 ;  Cattle - 11;  Sheep - 12,000 
£102. 
 
Quarterman and Rutherford :  Wowondah. 
Horses -24 ;  Cattle - 13;  Sheep -  24,231 
£204. 
 
Raleigh, Josh. :  Springfield. 
Horses - 2;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 4,000 
£33. 
 
Robertson, J. J. and I. :  Moora Moora. 
Horses - 3;  Cattle - 110;  Sheep - 7,000 
£64. 
 
Rostron, L. :  Tottington;  Ramsbottom. 
Horses - 226;  Cattle - 700;  Sheep - 24,000 
£257. 
 
Russell, Andrew [Written as "Andw."] :  Outlet of Lake Hindmarsh. 
Horses - ;  Cattle -20 ;  Sheep -  
£1. 
 
Rutherford, William [Written as "Wm."] :  Pyrenees Ranges. 
Horses - 8;  Cattle - 8;  Sheep - 1,940 
£16. 
 
Ryan, L. :  El Dorado. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 20;  Sheep -  4,500 
£39. 
 
Scott and Sons :  Warracknabeen. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 69 

Horses - 70;  Cattle - 1,238;  Sheep -  13,300 
£179. 
 
Shanahan, M. :  Munro. 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 57;  Sheep -  13,050 
£112 
 
Simson, J. and J. :  Glenisla. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 7,024  
£58 
 
Swan, Donald :  Cove. 
Horses - 11;  Cattle -40 ;  Sheep - 8,200 
£71. 
 
Synnott, M. and A. :  Avoca Forest. 
Horses - 5;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep - 8,880 
£88. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Mary Vale.  
Horses - 14;  Cattle - 20;  Sheep -  15,000. 
£127. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Ulsewater. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 9,500 
£79. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Miga Lake. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 9,000 
£75. 
 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Spring Bank.  
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 10;  Sheep -  12,000 
£101. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : St. Mary's Lake. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 1,000;  Sheep - 6,000 
£101. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] :  Spring Hill. 
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep -  10,000 
£.83. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Heath Hill.  
Horses - ;  Cattle - ;  Sheep - 4,000 
£33. 
 
Urquhart, George [Written as "Geo."] : Ballarook.   
Horses - 2;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep - 10,000 
£83.  
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Walker, A. :  Daliamong. 
Horses - 6;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep - 3,200 
£27. 
 
Wallace, William [Written as "Wm.] :  Elderslie. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 300;  Sheep -  16,000 
£149. 
 
Williamson, C. :  Decameron. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 500;  Sheep -  13,150 
£135. 
 
Williamson, C. :  Navarre. 
Horses - 2;  Cattle - 100;  Sheep - 7,050 
£64. 
 
Whittaker, J. and J. :  Longlands. 
Horses - 35;  Cattle - 256;  Sheep -  3,407 
£44.  
 
Wilson Brothers :  Walmer. 
Horses - ;  Cattle -180 ;  Sheep - 8,780 
£82. 
 
Wilson Brothers :  Kewell. 
Horses - 15;  Cattle - 6;  Sheep -  18,914 
£159. 
 
Wilson Brothers :  Longerenong. 
Horses - 28;  Cattle -180 ;  Sheep - 36,022 
£311. 
   
 
Young and Carfrae :  Ledcourt. 
Horses - 12;  Cattle - 7;  Sheep - 20,000 
£173. 
 
Young and Carfrae : Newington. 
Horses - 8;  Cattle - 120;  Sheep -  14,800 
£130. 
 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 12 May 1857. 
 
 
.................................. 
 
Jul 1857  Hugh Jamieson and William Patterson are requested to write to  
 
George Jamieson, of Queensferry, care of Mr. Scott, Mount Buninyong.   
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Argus Melbourne), 21 Jul 1857. 
 
................................. 
 

Feb 1858   Death Of Archibald Jamieson. 
 
DEATH : On 3rd February, at Dumfries, Scotland, Archibald Jamieson, Esq., late of Mildura, in 
the colony of Victoria. 
 
South Australian Register, 7 May 1858. 
 
...................................... 
 
Jul 1858   Hugh Jamieson made J.P. 
 
Appointments include: 
As Justice of the Peace for the Province - Hugh Jamieson, Esq., of Mildura. 
 
South Australian Register, 11 Jul 1858. 
 
.............................. 
 
Jul 1860   Hugh Jamieson takes first sheep down the Murray by steamer. 
 
An enterprising attempt has just been made by Mr. Hugh Jamieson, of Mount Murchison [near 
today's Wilcannia], to bring fat sheep speedily to Adelaide. Mr. Jamieson having chartered 
Captain Cadell's steamer, Albury, that vessel was prepared, and received on board at Mildura 
550 fine fat sheep. These were landed at Moorundee last Tuesday, after a rapid passage of two 
days, all the sheep being in splendid condition when put ashore.  
 
We believe this is the first attempt made to bring sheep down the Murray by steamer, and no 
doubt it will become a favourite mode of transit for sheep going to market, instead of long and 
weary overland journey of several weeks. We wish every success may attend Mr. Jamieson in 
this new undertaking, 
- A. Observer, June 30. 
 
Maitland Mercury, 14 Jul 1860. 
 
............................. 
 
Jan 1861  Probate for late Michael McGrath, formerly of Carwarp Station or Kidd's 
Station. 
 
Michael McGrath, late of Carwarp Station, otherwise Kidd's Station, in the Wimmera District of 
Victoria, Squatter, deceased, intestate, to be granted to Anne McGrath, of Spring Vale, Kyneton, 
Victoria, the mother and next of kin of the deceased. 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 8 Jan 1861. 
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[My comment: Note that Cowarp Station is said to be the same as Kidd's Station]  
 
........................ 
 
Dec 1863  For Sale - Lower Kulkyne Station, Upper Kulkyne Station, and Yallumchap 
Station, on the Lower Murray (descriptions of properties). 
 
Wednesday, 30 December 1863 - Sheep stations for Sale. 
 
R. Goldsbrough and Co. have been favoured with instructions from the proprietor to offer for 
sale by Public Auction at their warehouses, Bourke-street west, on Wednesday, December 30, 
at 3 o'clock (unless previously sold by private contract), the following stations on the 
Lower Murray. 
 
 
Lot 1. 
 
LOWER KULKYNE STATION. 
 
Together with 
12,000 Sheep. 
 
The Lower Kulkyne Run comprises 
Lower Kulkyne, Moornpool, and [Raak], described as follows:- 
 
KULKYNE, on the Lower Murray, has a frontage of about 20 miles to that river, which is 
navigable for the greater part of the year. It is also watered by Bunyip Creek, and a series of 
beautiful lakes for 15 miles back, and with little expense 56,000 acres could be enclosed by 
water all the season round. 
 
The improvements are a large pine cottage, containing well-furnished dining-room, with good 
library, large comfortable bedrooms, bathroom, and underground cellar, fowl-house, pigeons, 
and pigeon-duckets, , pigstyes, &c.; also overseer's cottage, with five bedrooms, large store 
and storeman's room attached, and an excellent underground cellar. All the above are 
enclosed within a paling fence. Four-stalled stable, harness-room, and dray-sheds, with horse 
stock-yard attached; woolshed and lever-press, drafting yards; dip yards, with boilers; and all 
the recent improvements complete. 
 
There are two large paddocks - one enclosing about 5000a.  the other 3500a.  A small 
paddock, close to head station, with large stock-yard for killing and drafting. 
 
MOORNPOOL - A large cottage, with four bedrooms, and kitchen, overseer's cottage, stables, 
stock-yard; extensive paddock, with garden, enclosed by paling fence. The situation of this 
station, overlooking beautiful permanent lakes, abounding with fish and fowl, makes it a 
desirable residence. 
 
RAAK, distant from Moornpool about eight miles, covers about 80,000a.  of splendid country, 
of the most fattening description, with a series of salt lakes running through it, and covered 
with salt cotton bush, with a good variety of other nutritious grasses. The country is hilly, and 
no difficulty can exist with regard to obtaining water, either by damming or sinking. No 
improvements have been made, the country not being required for present stock. 
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The TOTAL AREA of the above stations is 150,000 a. 
 
Terms, liberal, extending to three years. 
 
 
Lot 2. 
 
THE UPPER KULKYNINE STATION. 
 
Will be sold with  
9000 Sheep. 
 
And comprises Upper Kulkyne or Gayfield, Nunnurnemal and Ouyen, described as 
follows:- 
 
GAYFIELD, covering 120,000a., has a frontage to the Murray of 18 miles. The improvements 
on this station consist of a large substantial cottage, with five rooms, situate on the banks of 
the Murray, a large stockyard and extensive paddock, nearly enclosed. It has a frontage to 
Bumpy Creek back to the Lakes, a distance of about 10 miles. 
 
NUNNURNEMAL AND OUYEN lie about 28 miles back, and consist of about 55,000a of open 
downs (which are included in the above 120,000a), covered with salt cotton bush, mingled 
with a great variety of other herbage. The improvements are an overseer's cottage, men's hut 
and store, out-station hut and store, out-station hut, , and large tank of water. Several 
waterholes are dug in the country. Upwards of 25,000 sheep have been de-pastured all season 
on it. With a little expense it is capable of carrying double that number. 
 
 
Lot 3. 
 
YALLUMCHAP STATION. 
 
Distance back from the Murray about 30 miles, will be sold, with 3000 sheep, and comprises 
about 20,000a.  of splendid salt and cotton bush country, well covered with grass. On it there 
is a good hut, and a well sunk, on which is erected a whim, by which water can be obtained for 
10,000 sheep. 
 
 
THE RENTS of the above stations are settled for nine years. But little expense is required to 
make secure water on the back blocks, when they may be made to carry three times the 
number of sheep at present upon them. The frontage being half-fenced in by water, it would 
cost but little to enclose it, when the property would be of great value. 
 
Intending purchasers are requested to examine the runs and stock, and judge for themselves. 
All the back blocks were taken up years ago, not unseen, but for the quality of the country 
alone. Purchasers will satisfy themselves that the back blocks in richness of grasses are not 
excelled in the colonies. 
 
For full particulars, terms, &c., on application at our offices. 
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Argus (Melbourne), 1 Dec 1863, p.8. 
 
........................................... 
 

Aug 1864  Dissolution of partnership of Hugh Jamieson and Thomas Bushby Jamieson. 
 
The partnership of Hugh Jamieson and Thomas Bushby Jamieson, of Mildura, on the River 
Murray, as sheep-farmers, has this day been dissolved by mutual consent. All moneys due to 
the late Firm are to be paid to Hugh Jamieson. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 19 Aug 1864. 
 
[ The South Australian Register of 23 March 1864 had reported the sale of Messrs. H. and B. 
Jamieson's Mount Murchison run [near today's Wilcannia] on the Darling River with about 
45,000 sheep for £55,000.] 
 
.............................................. 
 

Mar 1865  The Urquhart [Kulkyne Station] Scab Case.  
 
Supreme Court. 
Before Mr. Justice Williams and a Jury of Twelve. 
 
URQUHART   v.   WILSON AND OTHERS. 
 
The trial of this case - as action brought by Mr. George Urquhart against the proprietors 
of The Argus, to recover damages for alleged libels - was resumed this morning. 
 
... William Taylor deposed:- 
I am a land-owner in Victoria, and a squatter in New South Wales. My run is the Euston 
Station, on the north bank of the Murray, partly opposite Kulkyne Station. Previous to 
February 1864, my sheep were entirely free from disease, but then we found them scabby. 
Seven sheep were found in the flock opposite the Kulkyne Run. Those sheep could easily 
have crossed the Murray at that season, and as there was no disease north of the river we 
naturally supposed they came from Kulkyne. 
 
... "He scabbed the country from east to west." 
 
"I lost 1,200 sheep. Most of them died from the effects of dipping. Being the only station in 
New South Wales that was diseased we took very active measures, and lost a great many on 
that account. 
 
I have 14,000 to 15,000 sheep on my run. The Murray, at the time was 200 yards wide. My 
manager examined the sheep and pronounced them scabby.  
 
I bought some rams in this colony and they were dipped as the inspector wished it. All sheep 
from Victoria had to be dipped then. The rams were kept four months on an island in the 
Murray, and were visited by an inspector every day. I purchased them from Mr. Synnott, a 
squatter on the Lower Avoca. ... 
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Joseph James Phelps, squatter, deposed:- 
I was at the Police Court at Cowana, when Mr. Urquhart was fined for his scabby sheep. 
Previous to the decision of the Bench being given Urquhart said to me that the magistrates 
were losing their time, as he had sufficient political influence to put aside any decision 
they might arrive at. ... 
 
The squatters in the neighbourhood thought that The Argus had taken a very proper 
course in protecting the public at large against the infliction of a great evil by an individual, 
and that they were entitled to support the Argus in doing so. 
 
 
Peter Beveridge, squatter, residing at Swan Hill, deposed:- 
I have seen the pamphlet: The History of a Severe Misfortune before. The contents of it had 
previously been printed in the Riverine Herald. I ordered the pamphlet to be printed at the 
printing office of The Argus. ... 
 
I was one of the magistrates in some of Mr. Urquhart's cases at Cowana, and was present 
when he paid the cheques. He gave them to the chairman for the payment of the penalties. I 
objected to the cheques being taken in the first instance, as we did not know whether they 
would be paid or not, and the chairman, Mr. Hugh Jamieson, said he would be responsible.  
 
My station is on the route between Devil's River and Kulkyne. I saw Urquhart's sheep pass 
through, but I know nothing about scab. Many of Urquhart's sheep straggled onto my run, and 
men were employed for some time killing them. 
 
 
Henry Darlott deposed:- 
I am a squatter in New South Wales. In May 1863, I was in treaty for the purchase of the 
Kulkyne Station. Mr. Urquhart rode over with me. I was told that 23,000 sheep would go 
with the run, and that part of them were on their way from Adelaide. I saw a portion of the 
sheep on the run, and that was quite enough. Almost all of them were flukey; some were 
dying from dropsy, and a great many were scabby. A dip was being prepared, and a large 
quantity of native tobacco had been out. I was asked 20s. per head, which would not have 
been dear had the sheep been such as they were represented to be. 
 
 
Henry Giles Turner, accountant in the Bank of Australasia deposed:- 
I received the cheque for £766, now produced, on 10th of August 1864, from Mr. Hugh 
Jamieson; also the one for £430 on the same day, and from the same person. I sent them down 
to the English and Scottish Bank, and on their return to me with the answer upon them I 
wrote to Mr. Jamieson. I could not get the money. 
 
 
John Pearson Rowe, squatter, deposed:- 
"I know Mr. Roger Kelsall's run on the Devil's River. I was in treaty for the purchase of 
sheep on that run. Mr. Ballantyne offered them to me in the latter part of October, or the 
beginning of November 1862. This was just previous to the purchase by Mr. Urquhart. I 
saw some 1,000 of the sheep, and they were scabby. I offered 5s. per head for them. ... They 
were to deliver them to me in the following April ... free from scab. 
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John Salmon, manager of the English, Scottish, and Australian Bank. 
I remember the two cheques being dishonoured. ... 
 
 
Farquhar Mackenzie, Inspector of Sheep for the Bella district, includes Mr. Kelsall's 
station. 
I know Mr. Kelsall's Station. I lived about 50 miles from it in 1863. It is between 120 and 150 
miles from Melbourne. I knew Mr. Curr was an acting scab inspector at that time. It would 
have been much nearer for Ballantyne, Mr. Kelsall's overseer, to have applied to me for a 
permit instead of applying to Curr for it. I knew the state of Kelsall's station by hearsay. I have 
been on the station since, but fresh sheep had been put on and the others removed. I went 
about six months after the sheep that were on the station in 1863 had been removed. 
 
... I know the country from Devil's River to Kulkyne Station. I know that parts of the country - 
on the other side of the Goulburn - were scabbed before March 1863. ... The extent of the 
country where the scab existed was about 65 miles. If the sheep had been clean when they left 
Kelsall's station they would not have got scabby before they got to Mr. Winters. 
 
 
Mr. Cole:- 
I was one of the magistrates on the bench when Mr. Urquhart was convicted. I recollect Mr. 
Urquhart saying that he would have the whole bench swept away - that he would bring his 
political influence to bear against us. ... He made use of similar expressions frequently. ... We 
all hesitated about taking the cheques, but eventually agreed to do so. If we had not done so, 
Mr. Urquhart must have been given into custody of the constable.  
 
A case for the Supreme Court, relative to the £766 conviction, was prepared by Messrs. 
Bennett and Taylor, solicitors ... the case was stopped when the cheques were stopped. 
 
The cheques were taken in payment of the fines. I will swear that they were not given as 
security that Mr. Urquhart would prosecute the appeal. When the Attorney-General 
applied for information, there was a difference of opinion amongst the bench on that point. 
McIntyre was the person summoned for the obstruction, and he was the person fined for the 
offence. Mr. Urquhart was not fined for the offence. 
 
Mr. Perry, one of the magistrates on the Bench during the hearing of the case, has since 
tendered his resignation, and so has Mr. Goodwin. I did not see that Mr. Perry was drunk 
and swearing on the Bench during the hearing of the case. I never heard that he was. I did 
not see that any of the magistrates were worse for liquor. Trooper Green never asked me to 
sign a complaint against some of the magistrates for their conduct on that occasion. I have no 
recollection of anyone doing so. I never heard any policeman or anybody else say that some of 
the magistrates were drunk. 
 
Mr. Urquhart protested against myself and Beveridge sitting on the Bench because we had 
expressed a strong opinion against him before. Murray, who had been overseer for Mr. 
Urquhart, stayed at my house for some time. I have no conversation with Mr. Perry as to the 
cause of his resignation. He lives a long way from me. I believe he is my brother-in-law. 
(Laughter). I believe I am one of the indemuifiers of the defendants in this action. I believe I 
have talked to Mr. Mackinnon on the subject. 
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Lauchlan Mackinnon:- 
I am one of the defendants. I first saw The History of a Severe Misfortune after the present 
action was commenced. ... The only communication I have had on the subject has been with 
Mr. Phelps. He offered to give £40 towards an indemnity; and I said, "Pooh, pooh, do nothing 
of the kind." ... 
 
 
George Urquhart, the plaintiff. 
In February and March 1863 I was proprietor of the Kulkyne Station, on the Murray. It 
was a very extensive station and scattered, and was capable, by improvements, of carrying 
60,000 sheep. I became the owner of it about three years ago [ie about 1862]. The character of 
the herbage was saltbush and cottonbush. SALTBUSH IS A CURE FOR FLUKE. I purchased 
some sheep from Devil's River in February 1863. ... Document: 
"... 24 December, between George Urquhart on the one part and Dalmahoy Campbell and Co., 
agents for Roger Kelsall, to purchase 20,000 sheep of about equal sexes ... price 5s. per head on 
delivery ... [from] Borrodomanan Station, Devil's River, during the last week in February next. 
Mr. Urquhart having the option to reject not more than 2,000 sheep, inclusive of the rams; 
everything else on the station, in number about 20,000 head, to be taken, and Mr. W. Ballantyne 
to be allowed to draw 200 fat sheep out of the whole for rations for use of the station, it is being 
understood that the sheep are to be driven with Mr. Ballantyne's men to Swan Hill, Mr. Urquhart 
to have some responsible person in the charge, and to pay all expenses in driving in wages and 
rations, from Murchison on the Goulburn to Swan Hill, and from Swan Hill back to the station. 
Mr. Ballantyne to send an account of such wages &c., to Dalmahoy Campbell and Co., to whom 
the said George Urquhart will give a cheque for the amount. All responsibility to be borne by Mr. 
Urquhart after delivery is given and taken on the Borrodamanan Station. It being also 
understood that Mr. Ballantyne is to dip the sheep again before starting, and to procure 
the licence from the scab inspector, authorising them to travel. If such licence cannot be 
obtained then this sale is null and void. ..." 
 
Mr. Urquhart continued. I was at Mr. Kelsall's a few days. ... I have been a stock owner for 
thirty years. I did not detect any symptoms of scab in the sheep, I would not have bought them 
if I had. I had 10,000 or 12,000 sheep on my station at Kulkyne before I bought them. ... I 
reposed confidence in Mr. Ballantyne's statement. ... He had been the overseer at Devil's River 
before I purchased the sheep.  
 
... I paid £5,000 cash for the sheep, 5s. a head. Fluke is a disease which sheep in the 
mountainous country about Kensall's station are subject to, and from which they would die if 
they were not removed. They were suffering from fluke. Saltbush is a cure for fluke.  
 
I did not see the sheep from the Goulburn until my arrival at Kulkyne. Mr. Murray was then 
my overseer. Mr. Harvey was still in my employment. The sheep were not counted on their 
arrival at Kulkyne, so that I cannot say how many were lost on the road. When I was at the 
station the sheep were looking wretched and miserable, from starvation, and from ill-
treatment on the road. This treatment brought the fluke out and caused many to die. The 
sheep did not look scabby then.  
 
In about a week I left for Melbourne, returning to Kulkyne late in June or early July. Sheridan 
was there before me. Murray had left my employment then. I dismissed him for ill-treatment 
of the sheep. There were no words between us, as I wrote to him on the road. Mr. Angus 
McIntyre succeeded him. I saw Mr. Sheridan first at my cottage, in company with Mr. Murray. 
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He accused me of dismissing Murray very unrighteously; and I replied it was no business of 
his. ... Sheridan went away in a few minutes, and Murray went to his friend, Cole. Nothing was 
said about 25 sheep being killed. This was after the fine of £350 had been levied on Harvey. I 
desire to state that Harvey was not employed as my overseer, but was merely in charge until 
McIntyre arrived, and McIntyre had arrived when the fine was inflicted. ... 
 
Summoned to attend the Cowana Bench on 25th Juky. There were six magistrates on the 
Bench:- 
Mr. H. Jamieson (in the chair), Mr. Cole, Mr. Perry (his brother-in-law), Mr. Crozier, Mr. 
Beveridge, and the Rev. Mr. Goodwin. ... 
[Further details of the case are contained in the paper.] 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 3 Mar 1865. 
 
 
Apr 1866   Bennett  v.  G. Urquhart and Leslie and Moss - the defendants are owners of 
Moornpool and Kulkyne runs, Lower Murray (late scabby case), taken up in 1847. 
 
The country outside those runs in 1860 was shown by the squatting plan as unoccupied 
and not under licence. I was informed by the Board of the Lands and Works department. I 
put in my application for the same on 15th October 1860, took up a surveyor, ran the 
boundaries of their runs, and found out the extent of water on my run. I on my return sent 
(31st January 1861) a letter to the Board informing them of this fact. 
 
On 5th February 1861 the Board granted my licence. 
 
In July 1864, I prepared to take my family up to occupy, having received a letter from Leslie 
and Ross, and agreed to by Mr. Urquhart, that they were willing to have the boundaries laid 
down under the Land Act of 1862. I handed in an application to the Board for the usual order 
of arbitration (date 22nd September 1864), a copy of their said letter annexed. Mr. Urquhart 
was written to, but said to be no reply. 
 
I was kept with my family in hotels from that time until February 1865, urging Mr. Grant to 
make this order, but he still declined. Mr. Ligar and Mr. Hodgkinson, two members of the 
Board, were in favour of granting the order under the 118th clause of the Land Act of 1862. 
 
I at last had to proceed to my runs; and on my arrival Leslie and Ross drove all my 
horses to the Swan Hill pound (126 miles), the first day thirty-six to forty miles by their 
own evidence, leaving Mrs. Bennett and my eight children and five men thirty-six to forty 
miles from a store. The River Murray being too low for steamers, I was short of provisions - no 
beef or mutton. In consequence I followed the horses that day thirty five miles on foot; I 
tendered the trespass fees, which were refused. 
 
I had a surveyor three months running the boundaries. When he went away I took up a 
second surveyor, who ran the boundaries for arbitration, but he also went away. I returned 
to Melbourne the third time, 372 miles, and have numerous visits on Mr. Grant with 
members. First, Mr. McLellan, when Mr. Grant said he did not understand the boundaries, and 
called in Mr. Ligar to inquire and report, which he did in favour of arbitration. Again, Mr. A. 
Kyte, M.L.A., when Mr. Grant told him to inquire, and on his report he would act. After three 
weeks and more, Mr. Kyte  reported that he never knew a juster case than mine, and for 
arbitration; but no reply from Mr. Grant.  
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Next Mr. J. T. Smith saw Mr. Grant, Mr. Ligar, and Mr. Hodgkinson together, when Mr. Grant 
said if they thought there was a case for arbitration he would grant it. When they said there 
was, he directed them to report so the next day. Next day Mr. Ligar was gone to the country. 
On his return, Mr. Hodgkinson was gone. Three weeks more lost. About 6th October 1865, 
they reported to Mr. Grant in favour of my claim and arbitration.  
 
I handed in a note to Mr. Grant next day of their report being in, when he replied he must have 
respect of Mr. Skeen's opinion also, and would lay the matter before his colleagues. Next day I 
handed Mr. Grant a copy of Leslie and Ross's letter, agreeing to arbitration, when he said he 
would lay it again before his colleagues next day. He directed Messrs. J. T. Smith, myself, and 
the agents of Leslie and Ross, Mr. MacBain, M.L.A., to be present next day, and he would grant 
the order. 
 
We were all in attendance. Mr. Grant (no other member of the Board present) said, in a very 
excited manner, "I will grant you the order for one line only (leaving out all my other lines 
and runs in dispute), and within one month you shall appoint an arbitrator, who must be 
either an experienced squatter or a lawyer, or go by default. I will do the same." 
 
I at once appointed my arbitrator, and then took up the second surveyor, and while there I 
received Mr. Grant's notice that he disallowed my arbitrator, Mr. E. G. Fitzgibbon, as a 
barrister - that it was a squatter I was allowed to appoint. On my return, Mr. J. T. Smith and I 
saw him, when he allowed the appointment to stand.  
 
I again urged him to make the order, which he did on 3rd February 1866, and appointed 
therein the Hon. Mathew Hervey, an avowed friend of Mr. Urquhart's for many years, and 
one of Mr. Grant's old colleagues in the Ministry, and an old squatter, whose fine convictions 
are against any person having a new run adjoining an old squatter's run. I am convinced 
that I will not get justice. 
 
 
The evidence of Mr. Ligar on oath is:- 
"The country licensed as Mornpool and Kulkyne is correctly laid down on the Government 
squatting plan of runs produced. The country outside of those runs licensed to Mr. 
Bennett was unoccupied in 1860 when he applied for it. If I were the licensee I would 
expect to hold it. It strikes me that the gentleman when taking up this Moornpool run started 
from a point where the lower creek joins the Murray River, and afterwards, finding he had not 
taken in sufficient water, wishes to shift his starting point. The Government Gazetted 
boundaries is what would decide the Board. I give my evidence on the gazetted boundaries 
and the Government plan."  
 
 
Mr. C. Hodgkinson states on oath:- 
"The Moornpool and Kulkyne runs as laid down on this Government squatting plan, are as I 
would lay them down. The Bellfield West run of Mr. Bennett was unoccupied country in 1860 
when licensed to him. The lower creek Chalkar is the proper junction. I could not call the 
upper creek a junction, but the source." 
 
 
I have paid the Government over £964 for licenses and assessment for those runs 
adjoining Leslie, Ross, and Urquhart (in dispute), and the only permanent water that I 
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have for six runs is on Bellfield. If I lose it, I must abandon all, when my opponents will 
have the use of them free. I am cash out of pocket since September 1864, over £1,100 in 
assessments and expenses. I believe it will be my utter ruin, after twenty-four years' hard 
labour in Victoria. 
 
I attribute Mr. Grant's acts against me to political grounds, as I was a member for East 
Bourke for some seven or eight years, and against Mr. McCulloch and him generally. It is the 
interest of the public to check such proceedings. 
 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
 
Robert Bennett. 
Melbourne, 25 April 1866. 
 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 26 Apr 1866. 
 
............................................ 
 
Dec 1866   E. M. Bagot's stations on the Murray for sale. 
 
LINDSAY ISLAND  -  R. GOLDBROUGH and Co. have been favoured with instructions from E. M. 
BAGOT, Esq.,  
to OFFER for PRIVATE SALE  
his STATIONS ON THE MURRAY. 
 
Consisting of  
LINDSAY ISLAND, 
WOOLWALLA, 
LOWER KULNINE, 
LOWER CULLULLERAINE, 
LOWER POOPMINDIE 
and 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BLOCKS, 
containing a total area of about 470 square miles; 
together with 
4640 cattle 
352 horses. 
 
The cattle are in excellent order, and well-known to be one of the best herds in the colonies. 
For the last ten years only pure bred shorthorn bulls have been used, those now on the run 
having been bred there from imported stock. A large draft can at once be started for market. 
 
The horses have been carefully culled for many years past, and always command top prices. 
A large proportion are the progeny of the well-known entires "Boxer" and "Faxciousus," 
both of which horses are on the stations. 
 
The country is really first-class, and consists of fine open saltbush plains, well-grassed, and 
intersected by belts of timber. There is a large frontage to the Murray, and the water supply 
from the lakes and creeks is abundant in all seasons. The capabilities are equal to nearly 
double the stock now on it, and sheep could be placed on the runs and worked in conjunction 
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with the cattle if required, as the country is equally suited for both. The rental is low, and 
tenure secure. 
 
The improvements consist of a homestead, house for overseer, huts, &c., a considerable 
extent of fencing, several large paddocks, and splendid yards for the cattle, those on one run 
working 3,000 head easily. 
 
For further particulars and terms apply at Goldsbrough's wool warehouses, Bourke and 
William streets, Melbourne. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  18 Dec 1866. 
  
 
............................................ 
 
May 1870   Mildura (Mr. William Jamieson's). 
 
The Episcopal Visit of the Bishop of Goulburn .... He would then leave for Mildura (Mr. William 
Jamieson's). 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 12 May 1870. 
 
......................................... 
 
Apr 1871   Horse Accidents Mildura Station and Kulnine Station. 
 
Whilst mustering stock on Mildura Station last week Mr. Sandland and Mr. Simms broke their 
collar-bones. Mr. Ross, of the Hon. J. Crozier's Kulnine Station, also had a severe fall from his 
horse. The three are under Dr. Goodwill's surgical treatment, and progressing favourably. 
 
South Australian Register, 13 Apr 1871. 
 
......................................... 
 
Dec 1873  Mildura Station for sale (Description). 
 
Thursday, January 15,  1874. 
 
Owner Hugh Jamieson, Esq. 
Extensive Station on the Lower Murray. 
MILDURA. 
 
Comprising an area of about 355,000 acres of sound grazing country, having a frontage of 
about 32 miles to the Murray River, the back country being watered from natural basins and 
artificial tanks or reservoirs. A large proportion of the run, both frontage and back, is enclosed 
by wire, log, and stake-brush fences, subdivided into paddocks, with all requisite yards, &c.; 
and the stock consists of the undermentioned sheep, which are well bred and have been 
carefully culled for years:- 
 
2800 ewes, two tooth. 
3400 do, four-tooth. 
2800 do, six-tooth. 
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5,547 ewes, full-mouth.  
3,583 wethers, two tooth. 
4,000 do, four-tooth. 
1,600 do, six-tooth. 
2,300 weaners, lambed February. 
5,000 do, lambed June and July. 
97 rams. 
31,127 TOTAL. 
 
The capabilities of the run are much greater. 
 
The improvements at the head station, which are very complete, include dwelling house of six 
rooms, manager's and overseer's quarters, kitchen, stores, large garden, well stocked; 
woolshed and wool-store on the river bank, capable of holding 250 bales of wool; and there 
are also numerous huts and several good cattle and horse yards erected upon the run. 
 
The auctioneers desire to call attention to the very large area of country, which is 
comparatively unstocked, as also to the great facilities afforded for transport of wool and 
stores by water, and they state with confidence that this station, in the hands of a resident 
owner, can be made one of the most paying properties in the colony. 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 15 Dec 1873. 
 
 
Mar 1874  Sale of Jamieson's Mildura Station. 
 
Messrs. Powers, Rutherford, and Co., report having this day sold privately for the owner, Mr. 
Hugh Jamieson, the Mildura Station, Lower Murray, together with all improvements, 31,127 
sheep, 100 head of cattle, 40 horses, implements, stores, furniture, &c., to Mr. Alexander 
McEdward. 
Argus (Melbourne), 31 Mar 1874. 
 
The Border Watch (Mount Gambier), 1 Apr 1874 adds the information that Alex. McEdwards 
was "of Penola", and that the price paid was £30,000. 
 
........................................ 

 

Sep 1882 Dispute over whether a commission of 1% should be paid by Alexander 
Edwards, owner of Mildura Station 

in the sale of his two other properties across the Murray River, Tapalin and Ki. 

[Apologies - This piece of information only scanned and copied - not transcribed. Rusheen, 

Aug 2012.] 

Law Courts.  

Supreme Court - Civil Sittings. 

Thursday, September 14.  

 Before His Honor the Chief Justice.] CARLILE V. McEDWARD. 

The Attorney General (Hon. J. W. Downer, Q.C.), with the Crown Solicitor (Hon. C. Mann, 

Q.C.), for the plaintiff; Mr. J. H. Symon, Q.C, for the defendant. 

This was an action brought by John Ogle Carlile, of Currie-street, Adelaide, against 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 83 

Alexander McEdward, of Adelaide, sheep- farmer, for commission and work and labor 

done. The claim was for £720, being commission of 1 per cent. on £72,000, the 

amount of purchase money of the Tapalin and Ki stations, the plaintiff setting out that 

between February 20 and May 10, 1882, the sales of these properties which had, he 

alleged, been placed in his hands took place, and that he was entitled to the amount 

claimed for work and labor done by him for the defendant at ???? the defendants request, 

and for commission in connection with the sales of these stations.  

 

The defendant, firstly, denied the plaintiff's claim : secondly, pleaded that the plaintiff was 

never employed by him to sell the stations or either of them ; thirdly, that if the court should 

hold that there was at any time an employment of the plaintiff by the defendant to sell the 

said stations or either of them, the defendant said that such authority and employment was 

revoked and withdrawn before any sale of the stations or either of them took place, and 

before the alleged work and labor was done, or the said commission or any part of it was 

earned by the plaintiff; fourthly, that the plaintiff never sold the stations or either of them ; 

fifthly, that any work done by the plaintiff with a view to the sale of the said stations or 

either of them was useless and of no value to the defendant; and sixthly, that the amount 

claimed by the plaintiff as commission was unreasonable and excessive.  

 

The facts of the case were as follows: 

—The plaintiff sought to recover from the defendant — who is a sheep farmer residing in 

Victoria—the sum of £720, commission on sale of two stations of the defendant's, known 

as the Ki and Tapalin stations respectively. The stations adjoin each other, and one or 

both of them adjoin another station of the defendant's called Mildura, situated on 

the opposite back of the Murray. The Tapalin station was purchased by defendant 

from one John Whyte in June, 1881, for £45,000. The plaintiff in this case negotiated 

that purchase on behalf of the defendant and the vendor Whyte.  

 

While the transfer of the station to McEdward was still pending Whyte received an offer on 

behalf of Mr. Grant, of the firm of Grant & Stokes, £5000 in advance of the price agreed on 

between himself and McEdward. Whyte thereupon instructed the plaintiff to see defendant 

and negotiate the rescission of their contract upon the term that the extra £5,000 

should be received and shared equally between Whyte and the defendant. The defendant 

would not agree to this, however, and the transfer of the station to him was ultimately 

completed. The plaintiff did not at that time name McEdward the person who had made the 

£5,000 offer to Whyte. The employment of the plaintiff by the defendant to find a purchaser 

for the Ki and Tapalin stations actually began on the 20th December of last year. The day 

previously defendant telegraphed to plaintiff from Morgan that he wanted to meet plaintiff 

and Mr. Whyte particularly, and on the 20th defendant drove to plaintiff's office. On arriving 

there defendant said his time was short, and they could talk over business matters on their 

way to the hotel. Accordingly plaintiff got up into defendant's cab, and on the way to the 

hotel defendant intimated that he might shortly sell the Tapalin and Ki stations, and that 

plaintiff might be quietly on the look out for a buyer, but plaintiff was not to mention the fact 

to any one.  
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On the 20th February, 1882, the defendant came into plaintiff's office and stated that he 

was desirous of realising all his station property, as he was going into a large Queensland 

concern with a Mr. Young, and addressing the plaintiff he said, " Do you think you can find 

me a buyer for Ki and Tapalin" Plaintiff replied, "I think I can. Mr. Grant, of Grant & Stokes, 

will buy." Defendant said, "Do you think the party who offered the £50,000 when you came 

down to the York Hotel would buy now? Plaintiff replied. " Yes, most likely that party was 

Mr. Grant, of Grant & Stokes." Defendant then said, " Very well, you go to work, and if 

you can find me a buyer, either Grant or any one else, I will pay your commission 

and give you Mildura station to sell by public auction. I will put Ki and Tapalin into no 

other agent's hands but yours in Adelaide." Defendant also stated that he had an agent in 

Melbourne who had a buyer, but he had told that agent he would not do anything until he 

(defendant) had come to Adelaide and had seen plaintiff. Plaintiff then said he would at 

once go to Grant & Stokes's office and open negotiations, and as defendant was going in 

the same direction, viz., to Knox, Gwynne, & Hargraves, they went along the street 

together. This was about 12 o'clock on Monday, the 20th February. Defendant went to 

Knox, Gwynne, & Hargraves's office, and plaintiff to Grant & Stokes's, but he did not find 

either of the latter in their office. Plaintiff then made an appointment to meet Mr. Stokes at 

half-past 12, and returned towards the telegraph office, where he found the defendant. He 

informed defendant of the appointment for half-past 12. Defendant replied, " Very well, 

you'd better take this," and immediately went into the telegraph office and wrote out, in the 

presence of plaintiff, particulars of the station property, and informed the plaintiff that the 

price would be £72,000 without a muster of the sheep, £75,000 with a muster.  

 

The following is a copy of the memorandum of particulars handed by defendant to plaintiff: 

— "5,900 acres purchased land, 1,500 selected, 15*. to be paid from 20,000 to 23,000 

ewes lambing. 1,300 of the above stud sheep, 14,000 to 15,000 lambs, weaners, the 

balance 2, 4, 6, and 8 tooth wethers and rams, 400 to 500 rams; in all about 50,000. Over 

50 horses; from 250 to 300 head cattle." After writing this defendant accompanied plaintiff 

to the door of Mr. Stokes's office, knowing all the time of the appointment plaintiff had for 

half-past 12. Defendant then left, but promised to meet plaintiff the next day without fail 

about this and another matter of business. At half-past 12 plaintiff met Mr. Stokes as 

appointed. Mr. Stokes took the particulars, and promised to see Mr. Grant that evening to 

open negotiations, and he did so. Plaintiff had, previous to receiving instructions to find a 

buyer, informed defendant that he had to go next day to Wentworth, and suggested that 

defendant should accompany him, but defendant replied that he could not do so as be had 

to remain in town till the following Friday. Plaintiff accordingly, on the afternoon of the 21st, 

started alone, before going, however, he wrote to Mr. Stokes that "should Mr. Grant wish 

to see Mr. McEdward, the owner" (of the Tapalin and Ki property) "he is to be found at the 

York Hotel until next Friday." 

 

This letter Mr. Stokes handed to Mr. Grant, who immediately sent his agent (Mr. Dean) to 

the defendant with an offer for the Tapalin and Ki stations, which, however, was declined. 

Before leaving Adelaide on the 21st the plaintiff had written to the defendant apprising him 

of his having seen Mr. Stokes. On the same evening plaintiff, having got as far as Morgan 

on the way to Wentworth, received a telegram from the defendant as follows:— 
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"Withdraw Tapalin and Ki from sale; won't sell now." Meanwhile Mr. Grant heard no 

more for a few days, when Mr. Swann obtained an offer on behalf of Grant of the two 

stations for £72,000, subject to inspection. Mr. Grant started to inspect on a Tuesday, 

exactly fourteen days after the plaintiff's letter to Mr. Stokes. 

 

The result of that inspection was that the defendant was asked to name a price for the 

three stations—Tapalin, Ki, and Mildura. He named £105,000, but this price was 

reduced to £98,000, at which figure the stations were sold, "that sum," to quote 

defendant's answers, being "agreed upon by both the said Charles H. Swann and F. A. 

Grant, and the contract for sale to F. A. Grant alone by their direction was subsequently 

concluded at that sum."    

 

In support of the plaintiff's case the plaintiff, F. W. Stokes, and J. H. Parr, were   called, 

and the last named witness on the question as to what was the usual commission 

charged in respect to the sale of stations by agents said that 1 per cent was the 

general amount allowed. He did not agree with Mr. Stokes when he said that special 

arrangements were always made, but in cross-examination by Mr. Symon the witness 

admitted that the amount of the oommission was generally an understood thing. He was 

the plaintiff in the case. Parr v. Fisher, when a verdict was given in his favor for 1 per cent., 

which was subsequently reduced to ½ per cent. Mr. Symon, in opening the case for the 

defendant, submitted that if the plaintiff was entitled to anything at all he was only entitled 

to a fair and reasonable remuneration.   According to the scale fixed by the Chamber 

of Commerce ½ per cent was the charge allowed on land sales, and it seemed to him 

that no more should be allowed in a case such as the present.  

 

As regarded the main question, however, as to the defendant's liability there was no 

dispute that on February 20 Mr. McEdward did ask the plaintiff whether be thought the 

person who had been spoken of as a likely purchaser was likely to make an offer, 

but there was no evidence of employment. All McEdward really said was that it was 

possible that at some time or other he might put the stations into the plaintiff's hands, and 

in effect told the plaintiff that if he would keep his eyes and ears open it was possible a 

customer might be got. The learned counsel then briefly reviewed the case from his client's 

point of view. He contended that the purchasers had not been in any way influenced by 

what the plaintiff had done, and that he was not entitled to ask for any commission at 

all.  

 

Messrs. Dean and Swann were the real purchasers, and not Mr. Grant. Dean and 

Swann wanted the property because they had the Mallee Hill property which 

adjoined it. Grant didn't want it. Dean knew that the property was in the market from 

McEdwards himself long before it was in Carlile's hands at all, and Dean himself in a 

conversation with McEdward said "I will have nothing to do with it while it is in Carlile's 

hands." No sale could have been made to Grant. Dean and Swann alone were the 

purchasers, and Grant afterwards came in as a capitalist to assist them. When Mr. Grant 

was asked to go up and inspect the property during the ten days it was under offer, he 

could hardly be persuaded to go, and it was in evidence that Dean and Swann negotiated 
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directly with McEdward and never knew Grant in the matter at all. His Honor said that Mr. 

McEdward knew that Grant was in it directly after the offer was made. Mr. Symon —Even 

supposing he did the whole transaction took place without the assistance or persuasion of 

Carlile. His Honor remarked that he had looked very carefully into the case regulating the 

law with respect to the commission to which agents were entitled, and it was clear that it 

was not necessary that the actual sale should be transacted through or by the agent direct, 

but if the agent was instrumental in effecting the sale be would be entitled to his 

commission. Was Carlile's intervention something in the chain of causation. An 

intervention, that was to say by which the sale was effected. Mr. Symon asked His Honor 

what possible they had derived from Carlile's employment. He submitted none whatever. 

His Honor said possibly not. In any case it seemed large commission to pay for so small a 

service, and it was a strange thing that so shrewd a man of business as Mr. McEdward 

had displayed such liberality in so employing Mr. Carlile. However, if he did, and His Honor 

thought there was sufficient evidence to prove that, the law was very clear on the point of 

commission.  

 

Mr. Symon then addressed His Honor on the question as to the rate of commission, and 

argued that there was always a special arrangements, and that there was no ruling rate. If 

the plaintiff was entitled at all then he submitted that he was only entitled to at most a half 

commission, but if His Honor thought him entitled to full commission then it should not be 

computed at over ½ per cent. Mr. Downer briefly replied on the question of commission, 

and submitted that 1 per cent. was clearly the legal and fair amount, and referred to the 

evidence of Mr. Parr, Mr. Grant, and others.  

 

His Honor then gave judgment. He said the action had been brought to recover 1 per 

cent, commission in respect of a sale of two stations situated on the river Darling. It was 

uncontradicted that the defendant had placed them in the plaintiff's hands for sale, 

and that since he placed them there they had been sold to Mr. Grant, who was 

acting for himself and for Messrs. Dean and Swann. Since then some complication had 

been introduced because the transfer was to him and the two other persons, but His Honor 

did not think that of any consequence, the question being — Could any act of the plaintiff's 

be traced while the property was in his bands leading up to the bargain being completed? 

Now, when the defendant put the business in Carlile's hands it was understood that Carlile 

was going out of town, and that Grant was to be the purchaser. As Grant was not to be 

seen, however, Carlile saw Stokes his partner, and told him that the principal (McEdward) 

could be seen during his absence from town. If Grant had seen McEdward at the York and 

the sale had been completed Carlile would certainly have been entitled to his commission. 

Now the plaintiff having told Stokes and asked him to communicate with Grant the 

question arose did this work upon Grant's mind and in any way induce him to purchase the 

property.  

 

It appeared to him (the Chief Justice) that the communication by Carlile to Stokes 

led to Grant's setting about the negotiation, and this led to the sale and so brought 

about the result which Carlile was engaged to effect. If there was a retainer, and 

something was done by an agent in pursuance of that retainer, then according to all the 
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cases bearing on the subject the agent was entitled to his commission. Then came the 

question of amount. The Attorney-General had pointed out and all the evidence that had 

been given went to show that 1 per cent was the usual amount allowed. Besides which Mr. 

Parr, a gentleman of experience, distinctly fixed that amount, and there was no man better 

able to judge than Mr. Parr; besides which Mr. Grant admitted that in the absence of any 

special arrangement 1 per cent. was the usual commission allowed.  

 

Judgment would be for the plaintiff for £660 with costs in proportion, leave being 

reserved to the defendant to move to reduce the amount. The Full Court had reduced 

the amount from 1 to ½ in the case of Parr v. Fisher, but that was a sale of land only and 

not a station or stock sale. The scale of the Chamber of Commerce had reference to land 

only, and in his opinion was not applicable to the present case. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 15 Sep 1882. 
 
...................... 
 

Jun 1881   Obituary of John Hawdon, Kyla Park, Moruya district. 
Mr. John Hawdon, who died at Kyla Park [his late residence], in the Moruya district, was 
well known both in this and the neighbouring colony of Victoria, 
He arrived in the colony as far back as the year 1823; and, after a short residence at the 
Cowpastures, obtained a grant of land on the Moruya River, then scarcely known to white 
people. He also took up country in various parts of the colony, amongst others the sites of 
the present flourishing towns of Wentworth and Howlong. 
From the latter he sent the first lot of cattle down the Murray to Adelaide, where they 
realized large prices. He obtained the contract for the first mail ever carried from Sydney to 
Melbourne, which he ran successfully for 12 months. 
His anecdotes of old times were most quaint and entertaining, and smacked of adventures 
by flood and field. Being a Durham man, he did a great deal towards improving the breed 
of Shorthorns in the country, and his celebrated brand was as well known and sought after 
as he was himself. He was an original member of the old Melbourne-Club. 
With him, we believe, passes away the last of the brave men who did so much to open up 
the pastoral interest of Australia and to give her the name of the finest grazing country in 
the world. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 16 Jun 1881. 
 
The SMH, 14 June adds that he was had nearly completed his 80th year, and that he was 
a colonist of 53 years, 
 
................................. 
 

May 1886   Liquidators inspect Ki, the Malle Cliffs, Tapalin, and Mildura Stations which 
are worked as one. 
 
The Commercial Bank has advanced £110,000 to the Tapalin Pastoral Company. The 
property upon which the money has been advanced comprises four stations, which are 
worked as one. These are Ki, the Mallee Cliffs, Tapalin, and Mildura Stations. The Mildura 
Station is on the Victorian side of the River Murray, about 18 miles from Wentworth. The 
Ki, Tapalin, and Mildura Stations were purchased by Mr. Grant from Mr. McEdwards, of 
Melbourne, the Commercial Bank advancing him part of the money to effect the purchase. 
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The Mallee Cliffs Station was originally owned by Messrs. Swan & Dean, who 
subsequently joined Mr. Grant, and threw in their stations with his. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 19 May 1886. 
 
................................. 
 

Dec 1886   Debate concerning compensation to be paid to Mildura Station for land taken 
up by Chaffeys. 
 
Water Conservation Encouragement Bill.  
 
This Bill was further considered in the committee. 
 
Mr. DEAKIN moved this addition of the following clause "C":- 
 
"Whereas a certain agreement bearing date the twenty-first day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty six, has been made between the Honourable Alfred Deakin, 
Chief Secretary and Commissioner of Water Supply, in the colony of Victoria, on the one 
part, and George Chaffey and William Benjamin Chaffey, of Toronto, in Canada, on the 
other part, and has been said before both Houses of Parliament. He has enacted that the 
said agreement shall be binding and effectual for all purposes, and the same is hereby 
sanctioned and confirmed, and it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to carry out 
and give effect to the same, and he is hereby authorised to exercise all such powers as 
may be necessary for such purposes." 
 
Mr. SHIELS said that when he first heard the agreement with Messrs. Chaffey Bros. the 
prospect looked charming; but, on calmer reflection, he saw that there was reason to 
doubt whether the advantage would not be greater to Messrs. Chaffey Bros., than to 
the state. The Chief Secretary made the statement that the particular area of country 
comprised in the Mildura run had ruined previous holders. Twelve years ago, for a friend 
who is now out of the colony, and who had parted with his interest in the run, he had to get 
an offer from the then holder, Mr. Jamieson. This howling wilderness was sold then for 
- 
 
Mr. DEAKIN. - What area? 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - The area of the run was between 260,000 and 300,000 acres. The lease 
of the run for yearly tenancy was sold to his friend for the sum of about £33,000. The 
value of the sheep was about £9,000, so that the amount paid for the run itself was about 
£25,000. Mr. Jamieson went on to the run in about 1839 or 1840, and obtained great 
wealth by it. His friend began with a capital of about £10,000, and two years ago he sold 
the run along with two smaller runs, named Tapalin and Ki, for the sum of £94,000. In ten 
years he accumulated a fortune of £100,000 out of this particular area. 
 
Mr. DEAKIN. - What area? 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - Practically the same area as it was proposed to give to Messrs. Chaffey 
Bros.  The property was sold to a firm in Adelaide named Grant, Dean, and Swan. 
The value of the Tapalin and Ki runs he estimated at £30,000, so that the balance, 
£64,000, represented the value of Mildura run with sheep upon it. 
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Mr. SHACKELL. - 90,000 sheep? 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - Nonsense. The value of the sheep would be about £20,000, and therefore 
two years ago £44,000 was the market value of the Mildura run, which was now 
described as a howling wilderness; and that was before the Mallee Act came into force, 
and when there was not the security of tenure that was given now. Selection could go on 
at any time, and the £44,000 represented the mere right of grazing on the land at the will 
of the Crown. It was true that Messrs. Grant, Dean, and Swan had suffered severe 
reverses, but to some extent they were brought upon by causes over which they had no 
control - the unfavourable seasons and the prolonged droughts. 
 
Mr. GRAVES. - And the fall in the price of wool. 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - Yes; and they went on to the run with insufficient capital. It was true also 
that the run caused the gentleman to whom he referred, and who had become a wealthy 
man by it, the greatest possible anxiety, on account of the uncertainty of the seasons, and 
he was extremely glad when he was able to dispose his interest in it. 
 
Mr. DEAKIN. - Do you know what the run can be bought for at this moment? Less than 
one-half that amount. 
 
Mr. MUNRO. - Will you sell it for that price? If you will, I will buy it from you. 
 
Mr. DEAKIN. - It is in the market, and you can buy it from the bank. 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - He knew as much about the run as the Chief Secretary, Messrs. Grant, 
Dean, and Swan became heavily involved. They gave a first mortgage of the property to 
the Commercial Bank of South Australia. That bank went into liquidation on account of the 
debt of Messrs. Grant, Dean, and Swan, which was variously estimated at from £80,000 to 
£100,000. The bank sent two of its most able liquidators, one of whom was Mr. T. 
Playford, an ex-Minister of Lands, to inspect the property, and they cleared off the whole of 
the outstanding engagements of Messrs. Grant, Dean, and Swan, the amount being about 
£30,000. They believed that the value of the property justified them in pursuing this course. 
The country was subject to extremes of season, but there was some valuable land on the 
run. His friend had shown him magnificent fruit and vegetables grown upon it, and he knew 
from him that some of the river bends were so rich after the waters had receded to the bed 
of the river that he had been able to bring the sheep from the back country and pasture 
them in mobs of from 15,000 to 30,000.  With water anything could be grown on the 
Murray Flats. 
 
Mr. DOW. - The mallee land is richer with water. 
 
Mr. SHIELS. - He had heard that statement often, but his experience of the mallee country 
- and he had lived in it for two years - did not confirm it. But this was not mallee. It was a 
stretch of country running miles back from the river. He went to the Lands Department and 
asked them to give him the data which was necessary to enable him to come to a decision 
regarding the amount of compensation that the Government would probably be called 
upon to pay for the dispossession of the lessee. He was staggered when he was told that 
no one in connection with the department had given to the Government even an 
approximate estimate of the compensation. 
 
Mr. DOW. - You did not get that information from me. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 90 

 
Mr. SHIELS. - He imagined that 250,000 acres was the area of country the Government 
was going to resume, and he was astounded that he was told that they had given legal 
notice for the resumption not of 250,000 acres of land, but 660,000 acres, from a point 
below Wentworth, on the Adelaide side, past the Mildura run, an area as he could estimate 
64 miles of Murray frontage. Three years notice was given, and every one of the lessees 
would be entitled to compensation, not only for their improvements, but for their interest in 
the unexpired portion of their term, that term being originally 20 years. The blocks 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 9 Dec 1886. 
 
................................. 
 

William Stawell and John Fitzgerald Leslie Foster. 
 
Further General information on the two men.  
 
Argus 10 Nov 1849  
No. 94 Yerre Yerre 
Holder: William Stawell. 
Caveat taken out against him by:  
1) Kidd and Brown. 
2) James Crawford. 
 
 
Foster from Dublin; Opening Avoca River Country; Scapegoat for Eureka Riots. 
By R.V.B., of "The Australasian," and A. S. Kenyon.  
 
In the history of Ireland there Is constant reference to the activities of the Fitzgeralds and 
the Fosters. As pioneers in Australia, many of them are equally  
well known. John Fitzgerald Leslie Foster was one of the most conspicuous.  
 
Foster had a brilliant university career at Dublin. He came to Port Phillip In his  
22nd year, and in the colony he spread his interests over a very wide field. His first work 
as a colonist after his arrival In March, 1841, was associated with the  
opening up of the Avoca River country.  
 
From Mervyn Archdale he acquired part of the Rathescar run. This he Improved 
considerably, and held in his own right or six years, when his cousin William 
Stawell, afterwards Chief Justice, joined him in the ownership of the run, which they 
subdivided in to Moyreisk, Nettyalloc, and Green Hills. Foster disposed of his share In 
1850, and three years later Stawell sold out to Hugh Glass. Foster relinquished squatting 
because he had been elected as a Port Phillip representative in the Legislative Council, 
which held farcical sittings in Sydney. After the Port Phillip province was separated from 
New South Wales he was elected to the Victorian Parliament, and was made Colonial 
Secretary. In that office it fell to his lot to incur the odium of the Eureka riots. The public 
made him the scapegoat for that upheaval.  
 
Foster was of distinguished Irish lineage. Before her marriage his mother was  
the Hon. Letitia Vesey Fitzgerald, a sister of Lord Fitzgerald. His father was the  
Hon. John Foster, Baron of the Irish Court of Exchequer and M.P. for Louth.  
John, Junior, was a beneficiary in the estate of Lord Fitzgerald, as well as in his  
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father's estate. The Fitzgerald benefits were not to be made available to him,  
however, while his surname was Foster. By the will of his uncle he was obliged to  
change his name to John Foster Vesey Fitzgerald, or forfeit his claims to benefit  
under the will. He changed his name.  
 
In 1857 this pioneer returned to Ireland. For the rest of his life he lived there and in 
England, and he worked constantly in the advancement of the interests of Victoria till his 
death.  
 
Argus (Melbourne), 26 Sep 1934. 
 
.................................... 
 
Francis Jenkins. 
 

1843  At Buckinbong Station, Murrumbidgee. 

Notice - Letter addressed Thomas Brownrigg, dated 20 October 1843, to the care of Mr. 
Jenkins, on his farm, on the Murrumbidgee River, near Yass, ... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 9 Nov 1843. 
 
 
Notice - Found running at Toyou Station, Murrumbidgee, a brown colt, star on forehead, 
branded LD on near shoulder. Any person claiming the same (which the undersigned 
believes to be the property of Mr. James Richardson, of Yass), must apply to Francis 
Jenkins, Buckinbong Station, Murrumbidgee. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 9 Jul 1853. 
 
.................. 
 

May 1853  Jenkins, of the Wimmera, advertises for an Overseer. 
 
WANTED, by a respectable married Shepherd, thoroughly acquainted with the 
management of Sheep and cure of Scab, a situation as Overseer; address S. C., care of 
Mr. Jenkins, Postmaster, Wimmera. 
 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 14 May 1853. 
 
.................... 
 

Dec 1853 Death of eldest son. 
 
DEATH - Drowned on the 23rd ultimo, while bathing in the Murrumbidgee, at Buckinbony, 
Francis Jenkins, eldest son of Francis and Rebecca Jenkins, aged eight years, four 
months, sixteen days. Every means to restore the body to his disconsolate parents has as 
yet proved of no avail. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 14 Dec 1853. 
 
................. 
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May 1854  Advertises for a Carpenter. 
 
WANTED - A rough carpenter, for the district of the Murrumbidgee. To a good, sober, and 
industrious man wages no object. 
 
Apply to Mr. Francis JENKINS, 
Golden Fleece, Brick-field Hill. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 5 May 1854. 
 
.................. 
 
All communications for the undersigned to be addressed "Buckingbong, via Wagga 
Wagga," instead of Gundagai. 
 
Francis JENKINS. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 30 Aug 1856. 
 
..................... 
 

Jun 1856  Death of wife. 
DEATH - At Bangus [station], on the 21st instant, Rebecca, the beloved wife of Mr. Francis 
Jenkins, after a long and painful illness, deeply regretted by all who knew her. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 28 Jun 1856. 
 
.................. 
 

May 1857  Murrumbidgee District. 
Francis Jenkins of Buckingtong Station compensated £1236 for the destruction of 6180 
under the Scab Act. This station was not in the Commissioner's Returns for 1855-6. Mr. 
Jenkins paid £15-4s-4d, on the Yanco Station, in this district. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 6 May 1857. 
 
.................. 
 

Aug 1858  Owns Toyro Station.    

... a gentleman named Clarke arrived at Wagga Wagga, from the Toyro Station, where he 
is superintendent for Mr. Francis Jenkins. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Aug 1858. 
 
The Moreton , 25 Aug 1858, adds that Toyro was about 15 miles from Geelong [so 
nowhere near the Murray River.] 
 
................... 
 

Feb 1859  Marriage Jenkins (of Buckinbong) - Higgins.  
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14th February, at St. James' Church, Sydney, Francis Jenkins, Esq., of Buckinbong, 
Murrumbidgee River, to Mary Anne, third daughter of late J. J. Higgins, Esq., of Eastwood, 
Ryde. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 12 Mar 1859. 

 
.......................... 
 
Sep 1849    John Jenkins sells cattle from Murrumbidgee and Darling River areas. 
 
To be sold by private contract:- Eight hundred head of Horned Cattle, with Station given in, 
on which there are three paddocks, barn, stock-yards, huts, and every necessary 
improvement. Persons wishing to purchase apply to Mr. John Jenkins, Gillingbah, 
Murrumbidgee; also four hundred head, near Darling River. 
Terms - Cash. 
Sydney Morning Herald   21 Sep 1849. 
 
.......................... 
 
1878 Wood Engraving showing Mildura Home Station. 
Appears as a wood engraving in the newspaper however similar wood engravings of early 
Wentworth were taken directly from photographs. 
A Trip down the Murray River, from Echuca to Wentworth. 
Created November 28, 1878. 
Wood engraving. 
Mildura Home Station. 
 

(
8
) 

Image IAN28/11/78/20... 

 
Work identifier 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/156465589 
APA citation 
Cooke, A. C. (Albert Charles), 1836-1902, artist (1878). A TRIP DOWN THE MURRAY RIVER, 
FROM ECHUCA TO WENTWORTH. Ebenezer and David Syme, Melbourne 
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May 1850  Two Murders on the Darling. 
May 1850   It will be remembered that some months ago, a most brutal murder was 
committed on the Darling by a man named Hamilton, the person being killed being 
Jarvis, a hawker, whom he shot in his cart. The criminal was pursued by the police, but 
escaped to the Sydney side, where all traces of him were lost.  
 
It has now transpired that he came overland again with another person with horses, and 
about a fortnight ago reached the Darling, where he deliberately shot his companion, 
then hewed the body in pieces and burned it. He continued his journey to Adelaide, where 
he remained for some days, and sold the horses, without being recognised, and left on 
Tuesday last. Almost immediately afterwards the news of the second murder was brought 
in, we believe, through the blacks, and the police started the pursuit. We hear that on 
crossing the Murray, at Wellington [near mouth of the Murray, SA], on Wednesday, he was 
only half a day a-head. 
 
South Australian, 10 May 1850. 
 
[It was later found that these were two totally separate murders.] 
 

May 1850   James McLeod reports murder near his station on the Darling. 
1850 MURDER ON THE DARLING. 
The Argus (Melbourne), Friday 31 May 1850. 
ADELAIDE POLICE COURT, Tuesday, 14th May 1850. 
 
JOHN JOHNSON, alias WILLIAM COOPER, alias JOHN WILLIAMS was charged with 
feloniously murdering a man (name unknown) but supposed to be BRENTHAM. 
 
JAMES McLEOD, stockholder, on the Darling, left his station on the 29th April, for the 
purpose of finding two horses which he had lost. Saw the prisoner on the 20th in company 
with another man. At the time he saw them they were assisting a man named THOMAS 
MOORE to cross the river. Saw them the next day going up the river. Asked MOORE who they 
were? He said they were those he had assisted to cross the river. Lost his horses next day. 
They were mounted themselves. 
 
Next day a man, whose name witness did not know, came to look for a horse he had lost. Lent 
the person a horse to try to find them. Afterwards, saw the same person, who told him he had 
recovered his horse. Two days afterwards, sent one of his servants, called Smith, to look for 
the horses he had lost. He did not bring them; but in consequence of information he received 
from him, he started from home on the 29th, himself in search. Reported the case to the Police 
at Moorunde. Heard of the prisoner at different places he called at but heard nothing of his 
companion. Lost a mare and a colt. Had not recovered them. 
 
Besides the loss of the horses, he also reported to Mr FLETCHER, and at the station at 
Moorunde, that a murder had taken place. A person by the name of PATERSON, first reported 
it to him. Brought some human bones and teeth. The bones seemed those of the hand. Went 
with MR. McPHERSON and saw the place where they were found. Mr. PATTERSON's 
shepherd told them the locality. It was about a mile from witness's station called 
Billygon. A great quantity of burnt timber was about the place, which seemed to have spread 
from a large fire that was near a small camp fire. Did not touch any of the bones until he had 
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reported it. Found also a knife, some buttons, and a spur near the fire. The ashes were thrown 
about in several places, but could not say if it had occurred in a struggle. The bones of the feet 
were stretched out at full length. Left all things found, viz. the bones, buttons, knife, and 
spoon, in the custody of Mr. McPHERSON. Thought it was about the 24th when he found them. 
There was an appearance of horses having been tied to a tree near the spot. Found the 
different spots where the prisoner had camped on his way down.  
 
Could not describe the appearance of the prisoner's companion. Thought prisoner was the 
same man that was in company with BRENTHAM. The prisoner had leggings on over his 
trousers at the time he saw him, similar to those he wore at the trial. Mr. FLETCHER would be 
able to describe his dress better, prisoner having stopped at his house all night. Did not know 
BRENTHAM personally. Was not aware if they were armed. Found prisoner had called at one 
or two stations, at each of which he got the same description of him. The prisoner was riding a 
grey horse at the time he crossed the Darling. Thought he had never seen the prisoner before 
he saw him in company with BRENTHAM. 
 
By the Prisoner - Saw you the first time on the banks of the Darling on a Saturday evening. Did 
not observe if you had anything with you. 
 
By the Court - He had no horse at that time. The blood was about four or five yards from 
where the bones were found. Did not count how many horses they had, but thought seven, 
having been told so by a person who had followed them in search of horses. 
 
Sergeant McCULLOCH received information about two o'clock on Wednesday morning last, 
that a murder had been committed on the Darling. At daylight reported it to Mr. ALFORD. 
Accompanied Mr. ALFORD on the search, and shortly got on the trail. Reached Wellington that 
evening. Crossed the Murray next morning, and came up with the prisoner that evening, near 
Salt Creek, a distance of 70 miles from Wellington. The prisoner was encamped in company 
with another man, named CARNEY. Mr. ALFORD rode up first, and witness went in the rear. As 
soon as they came up with them witness secured the prisoner. Mr. ALFORD told prisoner the 
charge against him. Prisoner made answer it was a heavy charge. Mr. ALFORD then cautioned 
him as to any statement he might make. He was then asked where he got the horses? Prisoner 
said he bought them of a man on the Murray, for £47, but did not know the name of the person 
of whom he bought them.  
 
On searching the prisoner, they found in his saddle-bags a new woollen nightcap, a silk 
handkerchief, four pairs cotton socks, one new blue cotton shirt, one clean white shirt, one 
dirty blue shirt, a piece of black hat ribbon, quite new, a towel, a blue cotton and black silk 
handerchief, a pair of tweed trousers, a ration bag, a watch coat a pair of spurs, some nails for 
a saddle, a bag made of tick, containing needles, thread, &c; a razor, shaving box, a pistol 
capped but not loaded (in his coat pocket), a tinder-box, a pair of scissors, a whistle, a comb, a 
box of caps, same as the one found on the pistol; a piece of green hide, an oil-skin cover for a 
cap, three pocket knives, a steel, a piece of calico in which was rolled up a silver hunting 
watch, No. 9726, capped and jewelled, steel chain and common key, a kangaroo-skin pouch, 
containing an order, No. 67, for £1, drawn by MARIA MATE, dated January 8th, on Mr. H. 
MATE Tarcutta, in favour of PETER TAYLOR.  An auction note dated the 9th August; "Ralston, 
bought of Bear and Son, one white horse (very dirty) £6 5s., duty 1s, less deposit, £1. Total, £5 
6s. Signed per Bear and Son, W. WHITEHOUSE." Another order, Bengallow Creek, 8th April, 
1850, £1 3s in favour of THOS. JONES, by JOHN McFREELING on E. N. EMMETT; a discharge of 
WILLIAM COOPER alias JAMES JOHNSON, dated March 12th, signed Wm. WHITE, Moonee 
Ponds; three £1 notes, one on Melbourne, and two on the Bank of Australia, one of Boyd's 5s. 
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notes, twenty-nine sixpences, one saddle, one bridle, and a very fine bay mare, star on 
forehead, switch tail, three year old, and branded JW on near shoulder. The saddle was good, 
but not new, with brown girths. The mare appeared to have slipped her foal very recently. 
 
The last day's journey was 70 miles, and as they saw no encampment of his, during the day, he 
must have gone a very long journey. Noticed on the way that the mare was very quiet and 
might be caught at any time. The prisoner had refused all sustenance since his capture, except 
one glass of wine, one of brandy, and a few mouthfuls of biscuit, but was constantly chewing 
tobacco. Believed he swallowed the juice, although he pretended to spit it out.  
 
The description of a certificate of freedom produced exactly tallied with the prisoner. Name, 
WILLIAM COOPER, alias JAMES JOHNSON; trade, labourer; year of birth, 1811, height, five feet 
six and three quarter inches; complexion, ruddy; hair, brown; eyes, dark hazel, left eye much 
inflamed, natural affection. Convicted in 1837. Discharged from Sydney, 20th March, 1844. 
 
The prisoner declined asking any further questions. 
 
Remanded for one week. 
 
During the trial, the Police Office and gallery were crowded with persons anxious to get a peep 
at him. His appearance is exceedingly repulsive; and, if he is guilty of the horrible crime laid to 
his charge, Phrenologists may certainly boast of the extraordinary accordance of the 
formation of his head with what the science says, indicates murderous propensities, the 
animal ones being excessively predominant, with nothing to counterbalance them in the 
intellectual region. 
 

Jun 1850   Murder near the Darling.  
Last Wednesday a report reached town that a murder had been committed near the Darling, 
and the rumour went so far as to assert that the murderer's name was Hamilton, and that 
he was the same villain who had massacred a man named Jarvis, a hawker, his 
companion, some months ago on the same river. We have not noticed the recent outrage 
before, because when the intelligence first arrived, the Police Commissioner made a request 
to the members of the Press, that the report should not be circulated, as it might interfere 
with the operations of the police engaged in effecting the apprehension of Hamilton. 
 
The capture of this supposed murderer affords another instance of the courage, vigilence, and 
skill of Inspector Alford and Sergeant McCulloch, who went in pursuit. They began the chase 
in Adelaide on Wednesday last, about 9 o'clock A.M., and on that night reached the Murray, at 
the crossing place on the Melbourne route, where they were joined by Corporal Shaw, and 
found that the fugitive had crossed, and on Thursday night they came up with him on the 
Salt Creek, 70 miles the other side of the river. 
 
Before they made the capture the Police judged his whereabouts was not far distant, and to 
prevent his eluding their pursuit, they were obliged to use a considerable amount of 
precaution and method, and for this purpose Mr. Inspector Alford detached himself from his 
party. Being sufficiently disguished in bush toggery, viz., with well scrutched leggings, a 
slouched and cracked cabbage-tree hat, well worn, dingy buckskins, redolent of mutton fat, 
and other rural accoutrements, he so completely made the tout ensemble of a bushman, that 
he was readily received as a guest by the presumed murderer, whom he found camped for the 
night, at the edge of the creek, and making tea. The Inspector played his part so cleverly, that 
he sat down with him and had a pannican of the hot beverage, and continued chatting until his 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 97 

party came up, when the prisoner was forthwith secured, which was done with ease as he did 
not make the slightest resistance.  
 
The prisoner has been seen by several persons since he has been brought in, and some assert 
with confidence he is not the man Hamilton, the murderer of Jarvis; but that fact will, of 
course, soon be ascertained. There seems little doubt, however, that the prisoner 
perpetrated the murder of his recent companion, who, it is said, went by the name of Bill 
Bunton.  
 
The facts connnected with the prisoner's proceedings appear to be these - that he was the 
owner of a single horse, and a few days prior to Sunday, the 25th April last, he joined a man 
coming overland to Adelaide with several head of horses. On the Sunday mentioned, the 
prisoner and the owner of these horses were seen by Mr. James McLeod and Mr. 
McPherson, who keep a public house at the crossing-place of the Darling. Mr. McLeod 
that morning saw them assisting a man with a team across the river. The prisoner was 
standing close to the bank, and McLeod asked him if he did not want to cross; he told him no, 
and he and the other man rode on along the river to Dr. Fletcher's station, fifteen miles from 
McLeod's. They stopped there all night and were seen together late on the Monday afternoon, 
at Mr. Patterson's sheep-station, where they enquired for a spot to feed their horses. The 
people there directed them to a sort of lagoon near at hand. 
 
On that night, McLeod and others observed a large fire near the lagoon, which is about a mile 
from his house. Mr. McLeod having been informed that these two men had stolen a 
neighbour's horse, and having lost two himself, despatched a man after them on the 
Wednesday following. He could not overtake them, but the person who had lost the one horse 
overtook the prisoner, who was alone, and who was driving the whole of the horses towards 
Adelaide. He acknowledged to the theft, and gave back one horse in its stead, as he said he had 
exchanged away the stolen one. 
 
The man whom McLeod had despatched had his horse knocked up and was obliged to return, 
and on his road home passed along the lagoon where the large fire had been observed, 
and reported to Mr. McLeod that it looked as if they had been roasting a calf. Mr. McLeod and 
Dr. Fletcher then went to the spot, and found that the bones left amongst the bushes were 
human bones; and during a minute search, discovered some buttons and a spur, as also some 
remnants of clothing. These discoveries, coupled with the fact that the prisoner and the owner 
of the horses were never seen together after Monday afternoon, soon gave rise to the 
suspicion that he had murdered his companion for the sake of his property, and McLeod and 
three or four of his neighbours started off, and reported the circumstances to Mr. Stamp, at 
Moorundee, from whence the particulars reached town.  
 
From a calculation of time and distance, the prisoner, it seems, must have driven the horses 
sixty miles a day for three days, previous to his arrival last Saturday week in Adelaide. The 
sale of horses was equally rapid, for he was seen to pass the"Mountain Hut" on his way 
overland early on Sunday morning.  
 
If the evidence can justly be brought to bear, the colony will have great cause to rejoice in the 
praiseworthy diligence and indomitable spirit of our brave protective and detective force. We 
understand that the prisoner has refused to take food since his capture, although it has almost 
been forced upon him; and it has been deemed necessary to use every precaution, including a 
double guard and the removal of his braces, neckerchief, &c.  On his person was found a sum 
of money including twenty-nine sovereigns, two Melbourne notes, and one Sydney note. The 
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prisoner will be brought up for examination this day, but it is supposed he must take his trial 
in Melbourne, as the offence with which he is charged was committed within the Port Phillip 
boundary. 
 
South Australian Register, May 14. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Tues. 11 June 1850. 
 
 
It appears that the prisoner's name is William Cooper, alias Johnson, and that he was 
forwarded from Adelaide to the scene of the murder; and it appears that the Bench of 
Magistrates assembling at Balranald, in the vicinity of the junction of the Darling, has ... him to 
be forwarded here [Goulburn]. ... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 22 Oct 1850. 
 
* My comment: Reports of the murder appear in the South Australian (10 May, 14 May, and 
17 May 1850, and the Argus (31st May 1850). The South Australian (14 May 1850) reports 
that the offender was directed to go "to the billygong", with a footnote explaining that:  A 
billygong is a piece of land near the river, fertile from being sometimes under water.  
 
Other information about people at the Darling Junction area contained in the articles: 
- James Smith in the employ of James McLeod. 
- Dr. Fletcher a neighbour of McLeod, 15 miles away. 
- Mr. Paterson' sheep station nearby, about a mile away. 
- Son of Dr. Fletcher, Mr. Moore, J.P., and McLeod returned to the body. 
- McLeod AND McPherson keep a public-house  
 
_______________ 
 
 

1850.     Sir Henry Young and friends ascended the Murray to the Darling 
 
http://users.esc.net.au/~pereilly/myth.htm 
 
Myths and Fallacies. 
Sturts Tree. 
Sir Henry Young and friends ascended the Murray to the Darling to assess it for navigation. As 

near as we can tell. They travelled as far as the Rufus via horse drawn means. Then via a whaleboat 

or cutter, rowed by aboriginals, to the Darling. 

 

Peter J. Reilly, 1998. 
 
_______________ 

Mar 1851 Census of Western and Eastern Squatting Districts NSW  
 
SETTLED AND SQUATTING DISTRICTS. 
Includes 
The Western Lower Darling Squatting District. 
Eastern Lower Darling Squatting District. 
 
Contained in 1855 Government Blue Books  

http://users.esc.net.au/~pereilly/myth.htm
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[p.690. Fiche, Sydney Records Centre, The Rocks, Sydney.] 
 
W - Western Lower Darling Squatting District. 
E - Eastern Lower Darling Squatting District. 
 
AGE 
Males 
Under 2yrs  -  3 W;   6 E. 
2 to 6yrs  -  3 W;   13 E. 
7 to 13yrs  -  2 W;   9 E. 
14 to 20yrs  -  4 W;   15 E. 
21 to 44yrs  -  75 W;   161 E. 
45 to 59yrs  -  9 W;   20 E. 
60yrs and above  -  0 W;   2 E. 
 
Females 
Under 2yrs  -  3 W;   6 E. 
2 to 6yrs  -  4 W;   13 E. 
7 to 13yrs  -  4 W;   9 E. 
14 to 20yrs  -  6 W;   15 E. 
21 to 44yrs  -  14 W;   161 E. 
45 to 59yrs  -  5 W;   20 E. 
60yrs and above  -  0 W;   2 E. 
 
Totals 
Males  -  96 W;   226 E. 
Females  -  36 W;   65 E. 
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E. 
  
SEX and MARITAL STATUS. 
Males 
Married  -   9 W;   29 E.  
Single  -  87 W;   197 E.  
 
Females 
Married  -  12 W;   26 E. 
Single  -  24 W;   39 E. 
 
Total 
Male  -  96 W;   226 E. 
Female  -  36 W;   65 E.  
 
General Total 
132 W;   291 E. 
 
STATUS 
Male 
Free. 
Born in the Colony or arrived free  -  79 W;   134 E. 
Other free persons  -  17 W;   88 E. 
Bond 
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Holding Ticket of Leave  -  0 W;   4 E. 
In government employment  -  0 W;   0 E. 
In private Assignment  -  0 W;   0 E. 
 
Female 
Free. 
Born in the Colony or arrived free  -  36 W;   60 E. 
Other free persons  -  0 W;   5 E. 
Bond 
Holding Ticket of Leave  -  0 W;   0 E. 
In government employment  - 0 W;   0 E. 
In private Assignment  -  0 W;   0 E. 
 
Totals   
Males  -  96 W;  226 E. 
Females  -  36 W;   65 E. 
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E. 
 
 
COUNTRY OF BIRTH. 
Male  
In the Colony  -  10 W;   41 E. 
England  -  37 W;   91 E.   
Wales  -  0 W;   1 E. 
Ireland  -  16 W;   59 E. 
Scotland  -  27 W;   25 E. 
Other British Dominion  -  5 W;   8 E.   
In Foreign Countries -  1 W;   1 E. 
                 
Female  
In the Colony  -  9 W;   36 E. 
England  -  12 W;   13 E. 
Wales  -  0 W;   0 E. 
Ireland  -  8 W;   14 E. 
Scotland  -  7 W;   2 E. 
Other British Dominion  -  0 W;   0 E. 
In Foreign Countries  -  0 W;   0 E. 
 
Totals   
Male  -  96 W;   226 E. 
Female  -  36 W;   65 E. 
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E. 
 
 
RELIGION  
Church of England  -  63 W;   153 E.      
Church of Scotland  -  31 W;   36 E. 
Wesleyan Methodist  -  0 W;   0 E. 
Other Protestant  -  1 W;   0 E.  
Roman Catholic  -  35 W;   100 E. 
Jews  - 0 W;   1 E. 
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Mahomedan and Pagan  -  0 W;   1 E. 
Other Persuasions  -  2 W;   0 E.    
 
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E.  
 
 
EDUCATION 
Male  
Under 21yrs. 
Can't read  -  7 W;   21 E. 
Can read only  -  1 W;   9 E. 
Can read and write  -  4 W;   13 E. 
Above 21yrs. 
Can't read  -  6 W;   48 E. 
Can read only  -  5 W;   16 E. 
Can read and write  - 73 W;   119 E.  
 
Female  
Under 21yrs. 
Can't read  -  8 W;   33 E. 
Can read only  -  0 W;   2 E. 
Can read and write  -  9 W;   5 E. 
Above 21yrs. 
Can't read  -  1 W;   6 E. 
Can read only  -  1 W;   9 E.  
Can read and write  -  17 W;   9 E. 
 
Totals  
Male  -  96 W;   226 E. 
Female  -  36 W;   65 E.  
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E. 
 
 
OCCUPATION 
Commerce, Trade and Manufacture  -  1 W;   0 E. 
Agriculture  -  0 W;   0 E. 
 
Grazing 
Shepherds and persons in management of sheep  -  78 W;   80 E.    
Stockmen and persons in management of horses and cattle  - 2 W;   53 E. 
 
Horticulture  -  0 W;   0 E. 
Other Labourers  -  6 W;   2 E. 
Mechanics and Artificers  - 0 W;   3 E. 
 
Domestic Servants 
Male  -  1 W;   29 E. 
Female  -  3 W;   13 E. 
 
Clerical profession  -  0 W;   0 E. 
Legal profession  -  0 W;   0 E. 
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Medical profession  -  0 W;   1 E. 
Other Educated Persons  -  0 W;   4 E. 
Alms-people, pensioners, paupers  -  0 W;   0 E. 
All other occupations  -  0  W;   26 E. 
Residue of population  -  41 W;   80 E. 
 
General Total  -  132 W;   291 E. 
 
____________________ 
 
 

Aug 1851   Travel times to the Darling Junction. 
 
Drays going to the Darling from Adelaide occupy about six weeks for the journey, and the 
charge is about £12 per ton; the distance by land is about 330 miles.  
 
Melbourne is about 350 miles from the junction of the Darling; sometimes a dray is six 
months going and returning. 
 
The [proposed Murray River] voyage from Goolwa to the Junction will occupy seven days, 
and say the return voyage six, the complete trip thirteen days, and one day detained at the 
[proposed] Darling depot; but to allow something extra, any two trips per calandar month. 
 
South Australian Register, 2 Aug 1851. 
 
___________________ 
 
 
Oct 1851    New Commission of the Peace to : 
[about 600 names] 
 
Includes: 
Charles Basil BACON, of the Murray River. 
Patrick Charles BOSSWELL, of Lachlan. 
William Adams BROADRIBB, of Bulanamong. 
John BROUGHTON, of Edward River. 
Patrick BROUGHTON, of Edward River. 
Thomas Broughton CARNE, of the Edward River. 
John CHRISTIE, of Murrumbidgee River. 
Stephen COLE, of Lower Darling. 
Sylvanus Brown DANIEL1, of the Lower Darling. 
David DENNY, of Edward River. 
George HOBLER, Lower Darling. 
G. HOBLER, the younger, of the Lower Darling. 
G. J. McDONALD, of the Lower Darling. 
Henry GWYNNE, of Edward River. 
William A. GWYNNE, of the Edward River. 
George MACLEAY, of the Murrumbidgee. 
William MACLEAY, of the Murrumbidgee. 
Edmund MOREY, of Lower Darling. 
George J. Dowling MOREY, of Lower Darling. 
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George J. Dowling MORIARTY, of the Lower Darling. 
Harry Porter MOSTYN, of Moolpah. 
Francis MURPHY, of Moolpah. 
[Cornelius O'BRIEN, of Yass] 
[Henry O'BRIEN, of Yass] 
John Lecky PHELPS, of the Lower Darling. 
Henry RICKARDS, of Wellington. 
William Elisha SMITH, of Edward River. 
[D'Arcy WENTWORTH, of Bathurst.] 
 
[1. There was a By-Election in Wellington in July 1860 because of the death of Sylvanus Brown 
DANIEL. He had also been the Commissioner of Crown Land for Wellington and Bligh (online 
newspapers.] 
 
Sydney Morning Herald  27 Oct 1851. 
 
________________________ 
 

Nov 1851   McKinley, stockholder on the Darling, takes newly discovered 
gold from Black Rock to Adelaide. 
 
Kooringa. 
Discovery of Gold. 
It is currently reported at Burra that gold has been found near Black Rock, about 180 miles 
north-east of this,  by a person by the name of Smith; and that Mr. McKinley, a stockholder 
on the Darling, took a sample to Adelaide, and has returned, confirming the discovery of the 
precious metal. A party from Burra have already proceeded to the spot to ascertain the facts, 
and intelligence from them is anxiously waited for at Kooringa. 
 
South Australian Register, 5 Nov 1851. 
 
_____________________ 
 

Jan 1852   Fletcher - Territorial Magistrate for Darling River. 
Appointments include: 
Dugald Fletcher, Darling River. 
 
Argus (Melbourne) 29 Jan 1852. 
 
_____________________ 
 

Jun 1852   Cadell's proposal for the Navigation of the Murray. 
 
The Navigation of the Murray. 
 
The consideration of the importance question of the navigation of the River Murray has been 
revived, and we extract the annexed remarks upon the subject from the "Register":- 
 
"It has been understood for some time past, that a gentleman has been in communication with 
the government on the subject of the navigation of the Murray, and the practicability of 
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entering at the sea mouth. The gentleman alluded to is we understand Captain Cadell of 
the Queen of Sheba, who has made a definite proposition for carrying a steam vessel 
direct from the sea into the lake as far as the Darling. 
 
Captain Cadell proposes to have the vessel constructed at Sydney, and to make the experiment 
by the 1st October next - The proposed vessel is to be 84 feet long with a breadth of 11 1/2 
feet, to be fitted with a 16 horse power engine, and to be calculated for a cargo of 54 tons. 
Several longitudinal sections, some of them representing models adapted for river navigation, 
have been constructed by Captain Cadell, and are now on view at the Exchange. 
 
For taking a vessel into the sea at the mouth of the Murray, Capt. Cadell asks a bonus of 
£500; for navigating the river as far as its junction with the Darling a further sum of £1000; 
and for any extra distance beyond that point a rateable addition; and £250 per quarter 
besides.  
 
Although this scheme differs in so many features from that which was connected with 
the standing bonus of £2000 for each of two iron steamers, yet so pressingly important 
are the considerations that render the navigation of the Murray river desirable at this 
moment, that any pecuniary cost seems to be little enough, if it can thereby purchase the 
desired advantage." 
 
Colonial Times (Hobart), 8 Jun 1852, from the "Register."  
 
________________ 
 

Aug 1852   Mail service to Lower Darling. 
Southern Road. 
On Horseback. 
No.16  From and to Gundagai and Tumut, once a week. 
No.17  From and to Tarcutta and Wagga Wagga, once a week.  
No.18  From and to Wagga Wagga and Balranald once a week. 
No.19 From and to Balranald and Euston, once a week. 
No.20  From and to Moulamein and Deniliquin, once a week. 
No.21  From and to Balranald and Moulamein, once a week, by the present route or by way of 
Moolpar. 
No.22  From and to Deniliquin and Maiden's Point, once a week. 
No.23  From and to Albury and Deniliquin, once a week. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 21 Aug 1852. 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Sep 1852   Stock numbers on the River Murray, from Swan Hill to the Junction with the 
Darling. 
 
Captain Cadell has favoured us with the following valuable Statement, the details of which 
were procured from the settlers themselves:- 
 
Stock on the River Murray, from Swan Hill to the Junction with the Darling. 
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Swan Hill, or Lake Boga Station (Mr. Splatt's)   30,000 Sheep 
Pike's Station    20,000 Sheep 
Bong Bong (late Mr. B. Boyd's)    30,000 Sheep 
Bevidge's    7,000 Sheep    1,500 Cattle 
Coghill's    1,300 Cattle 
Hamilton's    6,000 Sheep 
McCallum's    15,000 Sheep 
Grant's    7,000 Sheep 
Morey    8,000 Sheep 
Gibb's    7,000 Sheep 
Ross's    7,000 Sheep 
McKinlay's    4,500 Sheep 
Keen and Orr's    12,000 Sheep 
McGrath's    8,000 Sheep 
Jamieson's    8,000 Sheep 
Rutherford and Crosier's    12,000 Sheep 
Reynold's    500 Cattle 
William's    700 Cattle.  
 
TOTAL    181,000 Sheep    4,000 Cattle. 
 
Below the Junction Captain Cadell had no opportunity of making himself acquainted with the 
quantity of stock depasturing on the banks of the river; the stations were nearly all 
untenanted. 
 
The number of sheep above stated is exclusive of this year's increase. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 20 Sep 1852. 
 
________________ 
 
Sep 1852   Cadell's report on the Capabilities of the Murray for furnishing large additions 
to Produce for Export.  
 
... With respect to the capabilities of the Murray for furnishing large additions to our produce, 
Captain Cadell reports little more than was previously known. The occupied runs are not fully 
stocked, and are, besides, constantly improving, and becoming capable of carrying larger 
flocks. Many fine runs are almost deserted in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining 
efficient labour, and many extensive tracts of country have never yet been occupied, partly for 
want of labour, and partly for want of means of communication with a shipping port or 
markets. Native labour is gradually being made available, and may, perhaps, at some future 
period, supply the former want, and regular steam navigation on the Murray will abrogate the 
latter ground of complaint. 
 
Wheat is already grown with great success at several stations on the Murray. At McKinlay's 
old station, between the Murrumbidgee and the Darling, seven acres, sown with wheat, looks 
very promising. Captain Cadell has, we understand, brought several samples of last year's 
crop into Adelaide. The soil is a light red sand and loam, and is about 120 feet above the level 
of the river. At other stations within the boundaries of this colony similar patches of wheat 
were noticed by Cadell, looking equally healthy.  
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Wherever gardening operations have been conducted with any degree of skill and attention, 
they have been invariably successful, and have amply rewarded the cultivators. The only 
vegetable that has not been raised in the most complete perfection is the potato. 
 
The vine has not yet been introduced high up the river; but a German horticulturist wuth 
whom Captain Cadell met, expressed a strong conviction that it would thrive and bear well.  
 
Above, at the junction of the Darling, Captain Cadell noticed a great abundance of Myall wood; 
having a scent very similar to the fragrance of sandal wood, but darker in colour, and very 
suitable for cabinet work. For hundreds of miles the banks of the Murray are covered with 
trees of large dimensions, from many of which planks of fifty feet long and seven feet wide 
might be sawn. If saw-mills were erected at different points on the river, the timber would 
become a valuable article of export. These mills would probably form the nuclei of 
settlements, and it is gratifying to know that many eligible sites for townships exist on the 
banks of the river, but raised far above the reach of any inundation.  
 
It only remains to say that in one item of wealth the Murray appears to be deficient. The 
returning gold diggers who accompanied Captain Cadell, "prospected" every likely spot on 
both sides of the river, but without finding the slighest indication of gold. The geological 
formations were found to be unlike as possible to those in which gold has hitherto been 
obtained. 
 
Adelaide Morning Chronicle (South Australia), 20 Sep 1852. 
 
________________________ 
 

Apr 1853   Hawdon passenger on Cadell's steamer. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 30 Apr 1853; From the Herald and 
Empire. 
Shipping Departures include: 
Cleopatra, steamer, 893 tons,  Captain F. Cadell, for Melbourne. 
Passengers - Mr. and Miss Hawdon 
listed first, followed by 59 other named passengers, and 172 unnamed in steerage. 
  
 
_____________________ 
 
May 1853   Hawdon's ad for sale of Heidelberg property because he is about to leave the 
colony. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 27 May 1853. 
Advertisement for sale of Joseph Hawdon's 30 acre property in the original village of 
Heidelberg, township of Warringal, ... view of River Yarra Yarra. Property for sale because he 
is about to leave the colony. 
 
_____________________ 
 
Jul 1853   Marriage of daughter of James Scott, of Parra, Darling River. 
At Adelaide, South Australia, on 34th ult., Charles E. S. Macdonald, Esq., fourth son of George 
Macdonald, Esq., late Captain in Her Majesty's 17th Regiment, of Yass, NSW, to Jessie, only 
daughter of James Scott, Esq., of Parra, Darling River. 
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Argus (Melbourne), 12 July 1853. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Oct 1853   Letter from Hugh Jamieson, Mildura Station, River Murray,  
concerning  the present and future conditions of the Aborigines in the Murray and 
Darling Districts. 
Letters from Victorian Pioneers, pp.269-275. 
 
The full transcript is available online at 
www.archive.org/stream/lettersfromvicto00publiala/lettersfromvicto00publiala_djvu.txt 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 

Oct 1853   Navigation of the Murray (Properties passed) 
 
Journal kept on board the "Lady Augusta" steamer, during Captain Cadell's voyage on 
the Murray. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 14 Oct 1853. 
 
Saturday, 17th Sep 1853. 
... 
 
Tuesday, 4th October. 
... We left Euston at half-past 6 o'clock, and went by Mr. Gibb's station, Balrung, New South 
Wales, at half-past 11 o'clock. At half-past 6 p.m. we moored off Messrs. Keam & Orr's 
station, Kulkyne, Victoria. 
 
The Mary Ann was there when we arrived, but immediately proceeded on her voyage. 
 
 
Wednesday, 5th October. 
Took in 100 bales of wool, and started at 1 o'clock. 
 
Our table was liberally supplied by Mr. Orr, who gave us a bucket full of fresh eggs, and 
various kinds of vegetables, including young green peas. I mention such presents from time to 
time to show how well the Murray is provided with gardens and poultry yards. We have now 
on board a pumpkin more than three feet in circumference, which makes an excellent 
substitute for turnips, though we have them also; a day or two ago we had some of the finest 
celery I have seen out of England. 
 
From a little below Swan Hill, to a few miles below Kulkyne, the banks of the river are lightly 
clad with white gum and peppermint (the latter called box). From that point they become 
higher, and the soil is red, with frequent groves of pine. Such is their character at Toopalung, 
New South Wales, which we pass at 3 o'clock. This was formerly a cattle station belonging 
to Mr. Mc Kinlay, who proved its agricultural capabilities by growing for several successive 
years about ten acres of wheat, which supplied his establishment with bread. It is now 
Messrs. McNicol and McPherson's sheep station. They have discontinued the wheat 
growing , but have a very productive garden. A few miles lower the pines become less 
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frequent, and long before we reach Carwarp, Messrs. McGrath's (at a quarter to 8), they had 
wholly disappeared - the banks again became flat, and the timber being chiefly white gum and 
peppermint. 
 
One of the shepherds belonging to this station went out about a week ago with his flock and 
has not since been heard of, though the sheep have been found in the mallee scrub. He was a 
stranger, recently engaged, and unaccustomed to the bush, so there is little doubt that he has 
perished for want of food and water. 
 
 
Thursday, 6th October. 
We were off at half-past 5, and reached Messrs. Jamieson's station, Mildura, a little after 
noon. We lunched there, and had the pleasure of an introduction to Mr. Boothby Jamieson, the 
brother of the gentleman who has for some time been our fellow guest on board the Lady 
Augusta. The station is pleasantly situated. The bank forms a natural wharf, and the land for 
some distance around the buildings has been carefully cleared. It is lightly wooded, and 
abounds with a beautiful yellow flowery shrub something like the laburnum, which is rather 
common on this part of the Murray, and also on the eastern side of the river at Wellington. 
 
We took in 16 bales of wool which had stood over from last year for want of any means of 
conveyance. 
 
We left at half-past 4, both the Messrs. Jamieson agreeing to accompany us as far as the 
Darling. A little below Mildura there are some low red hills on the Victoria side of the river; 
but towards the Darling the banks are low, and the timber is chiefly gum and peppermint. At a 
quarter to 6 we reached Mr. William's cattle-station on the New South Wales side of the river. 
He was absent when we passed before, taking his eldest daughter to school at Adelaide, and 
had just now returned. He has a fine family, whose bright eyes and ruddy cheeks attest the 
salubrity of the situation. We remained about an hour, walking through his dairy and garden, 
from both of which we received welcome presents. 
 
At 10 o'clock we moored at the Darling, where the captain, myself, and three other 
gentlemen went ashore. We found at the inn some despatches for Sir Henry Young, which 
had been sent express from Adelaide. The same conveyance brought us letters and papers to 
the 10th of September. They were very welcome as we had been without intelligence for 
nearly six weeks, our last papers having been received at Moorundee. 
 
 
Friday, 7th October. 
Mr. Jamieson, before taking leave, handed to Sir Henry Young an address signed by most 
of the settlers on the Murray and the surrounding districts. I sub-join a copy:- 
 
"To His Excellency Sir Henry Young, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief of South 
Australia, and Vice-Admiral of the same. 
 
"May it please your Excellency - 
 
"We the undersigned, proprietors of stock in New South Wales and Victoria, resident on the 
Murray and surrounding country, hail with satisfaction the present opportunity afforded us by 
the safe return to this part of the Murray of the Lady Augusta steamer from her inauguration 
voyage from the Goolwa to and beyond Swan Hill, and beg to congratulate your Excellency on 
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your safe return to the frontiers of your province, and respectfully desire to convey to your 
Excellency some record expressive of our opinion with reference to the opening up of these 
extensive districts by means of inland stream navigation throughout the interior of Australia. 
 
"We deem it unnecessary on this occasion to enlarge on the importance of this enterprise, the 
great, public, and varied interests therein involved, and the very evident advantages to arise 
from it, but would desire to convey to your Excellency our unanimous opinion and just 
appreciation of the liberal and enlightened policy of the Legislature of South Australia in 
encouraging so highly important an undertaking; and at the same time we would desire to 
express to your Excellency our acknowledgements, not only for your perserving exertions and 
valuable support which the enterprise has all along received from your Excellency at the seat of 
your government, the Governor-General in Sydney, and the Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria, the 
importance of the early establishment of steamers on the Murray, on a scale commensurate with 
the requirements of so large a river. 
 
"As the successful accomplishments, so far, of the first voyage of the Lady Augusta steamer 
permits us to look forward with some confidence for the future to the easy transit of goods and 
produce to and from South Australia by means of steam navigation, we may here perhaps, not 
improperly, retrospectively allude to the difficulties and tedious delays we have all for so many 
years encounted in reaching a market for our produce; and in so doing we are unwilling to 
forego the pleasure of assuring your Excellency that we shall ever look back with satisfaction to 
the time when, in these remote parts of the colonies, and surrounded by many discouraging 
circumstances, we had, in the year 1850, the strongest proof afforded to us of the interest taken 
in the Murray and its navigation by finding your Excellency undertake and accomplish, at 
considerable personal exertion and inconvenience, a voyage in an open boat from the junction of 
the Darling with the Murray to the Goolwa. 
 
"We would only further beg to express to your Excellency that we recognise, with much 
satisfaction, the permanent honour, which in after years must attch to you, for having so 
successfully aided the accomplishment of the Murray navigation; and we would offer to you our 
cordial expression of hope that, whether you may be resident in this, or in other and more distant 
parts of the world, you may for many future years learn with equal interest the permanently 
beneficial results of the Murray navigation, convinced as we are that these results will prove 
highly important, not only to the best interests of your own province and to the Australian 
provinces generally, but also to England and to other parts of the world; affecting, as they most 
indisputably will do, thousands of the population, who may in the future years make choice of 
Australia as the land of their adoption. 
 
D. Fletcher, J.P. 
H. Jamieson, J.P. 
J. Lecky Phelps, J.P. 
Sylvester & Smith 
James A. Liscombe 
Josh. J. Phelps 
N. Chadwick 
Jas. Hamilton 
Wm. Ross 
John Grant 
John Grant, jun. 
Simon Grant 
Edmund Morey, J.P. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 110 

Bushby Jamieson 
Thos. McPherson 
Edward Lintott 
John McNicol 
Crozier & Rutherford 
Andrew Beveridge 
Albion Gibbs 
T. J. Keene 
W. M. Orr 
R. H. Jones 
James Rutherford 
W. McGrath 
James McGrath 
Thos. McGrath 
Henry Williams 
George B. Fletcher 
James McLeod. 
 
 
His Excellency replied ... 
 
"Messrs. Fletcher, Jamieson, Phelps, Morey, and the other gentlemen who have subscribed the 
Address. 
The following address, similarly signed, was then handed to Capt. Cadell:- 
 
"To Francis Cadell, Esq., commander and owner of the Lady Augusta steamer. 
"We the undersigned proprietors of stock on the River Murray and its tributaries, appreciating 
the very great benefits which cannot fail to result from the introduction of a line of steamers for 
passengers and produce on the Murray, desire to congratulate you on the personal distinction of 
being the first successfully to accomplish this important work. 
 
... the permanent honour of opening up the trade and commerce of this great river by means of 
steam communication. 
 
"Whilst we recognise with satisfaction the enterprising spirit you have displayed in carrying out 
so successfully the establishment of this important undertaking in the midst of difficulties of no 
ordinary description, consequent upon the vast and well-known changes which have arisen from 
the gold discoveries throughout Australia, we beg to assure you that we feel it alike a duty and a 
pleasure on the present occasion to take this, the very earliest opportunity, to intimate to you 
that a certain amount of money has been equally subscribed by us for the purpose of being 
applied in any manner most agreeable to yourself in the acquisition of some memorial of your 
first steam voyage on the River Murray. 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
 
1853   Navigation of the Murray - Old Reminescences. 
 
Old Reminiscences. 
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The Navigation of the Murray. 
From Sydney Morning Herald, 29 Dec 1853. 
No.3. 
 
On 1st October 1852, Mr Commissioner Lockhart wrote: 
... there are few impediments to the actual navigation of the Murray River as far as the 
junction with the Darling. Such is the conclusion reached by Sir Henry Young from personal 
observation. This conclusion I believe to be correct. I have floated down the whole distance 
from the Darling to the Boundary in a bark canoe... confident in all seasons this part of the 
river is navigable... 
 
Mr Lockhart also recommended the formation of the town of Moorna, about 18 miles 
below the junction of the Darling as a place well adapted for shipping produce. He says: 
"At this moment, when all other portions of the river are inaccessable owing to floods, a vessel 
could lie alongside the bank and the produce be trundled on board." 
 
He proposed to drive piles for the support of horizontal slabbing for heights of 20 feet to allow 
for the rise and fall of the tide and to extend 120 feet along the bank; and he estimated the 
expense at not more than £150. This expense was sanctioned by the Governor General. 
 
Lockhart also recommended that persons cutting fuel for steamers should be allowed to do so 
without taking out a license, until the trade of the river be fairly established. This was also 
approved. 
 
[Sydney Morning Herald, 29 Dec 1853, in Wentworth Telegraph, 5 Sep 1885] 
 
 
______________________ 
 
 

1850s  Dr. F. E. Renner and family came to Wentworth - Memories of Mrs Renner. 
 
The Early Days. 
Interesting Reminiscences. 
 
Old colonists will remember the late Dr. F. E. Renner, who, in the early days, was in practice 
in Adelaide, and subsequently was located for many years at Wentworth. Dr. Renner in 
later years accompanied the telegraph construction party which erected the line across the 
continent. 
 
Mrs. Renner, the widow of the doctor, is now a resident of North Adelaide, and in a 
conversation with a representative of the Register recently, she recalls some interesting 
reminiscences of early South Australia. 
 
Mrs. Renner, who was born in Dumbarton, Scotland, has been a colonist for over 50 years. The 
need of medical assistance along the Murray and Darling induced the pioneer squatters to 
make arrangements with Dr. Renner to settle at Wentworth. In company with the late Mr. 
"Ned" Bagot and Mr. Jamieson - a large squatter on the river - the doctor made the journey 
on horseback.  
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Mrs. Renner and her child had a trying experience in reaching Wentworth. Capt. Randell 
and Capt. Cadell had just opened the Murray to navigation and it was necessary for Mrs. 
Renner to join the steamer at Goolwa. Her fiend, the late Mr. J. B. Spence, advised the sea route 
in preference to making the trip by road, saying - "Goodness knows what will happen to you in 
the bush, whereas you can only be drowned if you go by sea!"  
 
Mrs. Renner, her little daughter, and Mrs. Renner's brother* narrowly escaped starvation. 
They took passage on the steamer Bandicoot, and were six days on the passage from Port 
Adelaide to Port Elliot. The schooner was caught in a storm, and the passengers had to be 
battened down. Provisions ran out and it was impossible to keep a fire alight in the galley. A 
gale was blowing when the Bandicoot was off Port Elliot, and the pilot had put up the danger 
signals. The captain either did not understand them or preferred taking the risk of striking a 
rock to putting to sea. At any rate he ran in, and managed, with the assistance of a pilot, who 
put off to the schooner, to come to anchor. 
 
Goolwa was a hive of industry in those days, and difficulty was experienced in getting 
accommodation. Mrs. Renner had to wait three weeks before the steamer was ready to 
start. A pleasant river voyage of 10 days brought them to the junction of the Darling and 
Murray. 
 
Dr. Renner's district extended 600 miles, and many are the tales told of his courage in 
swimming flooded streams with his horse and riding long journeys in order to reach patients. 
Mrs. Renner was eight years at Wentworth before revsiting Adelaide, and altogether the 
doctor and his family remained there 15 years. 
 
Those were the days of "booming" prosperity, and Wentworth hummed. The hotelkeeper 
one Sunday took £300 over the bar! The late Mr. John Crozier was the first man on the river, 
Mrs. Renner says, to erect a windmill and use the river water for irrigation purposes.  
 
Dr. Renner and his family were flooded out of Wentworth by the great flood, and removed 
to Adelaide. Shortly afterwards he was selected by the Government to accompany the 
telegraph construction party across the continent as medical officer. Mrs. Renner, who 
enjoys excellent health, has a wonderful memory for the events that took place in the early 
days. 
 
The Register (Adelaide), 13 Feb. 1904. 
 
* In an account in the Mercury (Hobart)  of Wednesday 19 October 1864 which  tells of Mrs. 
Renner being held by an Aborigine there is mention of Mrs. Renner's brother as Mr. John Cave. 
However BDM South Australian Records show that Frederick Emil Renner on the 21st Nov 
1854 married Anne/Anna Davie at the home of Mrs. John Cring near Reed Beds. Davie 
descendants live in the Wentworth area. Not certain how Mrs. Renner's brother could be John 
Cave. 
  
 
____________________ 
 

Mar 1854   Cadell's barge Wakool launched on the Wakool River; Woolsheds being 
constructed at the Junction of the Darling. 
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The first of Captain Cadell's barges, called the Wakool, was launched on 10th February at his 
building yard on the Wakool River. ...  The Wakool is calculated to convey 500 to 600 bales of 
wool at a trip. The barge Murrumbidgee is in rapid course of building. We understand, also, 
that woolsheds are in the course of erection at the junction of the Darling, and at 
Myoma, near the junction of the Wakool; and that these important operations are 
conducted with much spirit and activity. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 2 Mar 1854. 
 
____________________ 
 
Dec 1854   War Relief contributions collected on the Darling River. 
Collected on the Darling River, per Captain Edward Robertson, steamer Sir Henry - 
 
Friend, A   £1. 
Ditto   £3 
Lilly, George   £1 
MacLennan, Mr.   £1 
Russel, Frederick   £1 
Redwick, James   £1. 
 
South Australian Register, 13 Dec 1854. 
 
Full list can now be seen online at 
http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/images/1851/N/general/122.pdf 
 
___________________ 
 
1855 to 1869    Yelta Aboriginal Mission (across the Murray River from Wentworth). 
 
When in 1858 my Byrnes Family arrived at the Junction of the Darling and Murray Rivers, 
where Wentworth was to grow, they would have been able to look across the river to see the 
Yelta Aboriginal Mission. Near the junction of the Murray and Darling Rivers, the Anglican 
Mission Station had opened on a one square mile block of land granted by the Victorian 
Government in 1855. Situated near the major boundaries between the Barkindji, Kureinji, 
Latje Latje and Meru people, it endeavoured to win the allegiance of differing and possibly 
irreconcilable groups. 
 
Although Protectors of Aborigines had been appointed for the Port Phillip District in 1838 
their work was largely unsuccessful. The Protector positions were ended in 1849 and a 
Guardian of Aborigines was appointed. During the gold rush era, alarm at the fate of the 
Aborigines led to the establishment by churches of several mission stations. The mission 
stations were intended to assist Aborigines by providing food, clothing, health services, work 
and education, and by converting them to Christianity. 
 
Things went well at first at Yelta. The aboriginal people helped the Missionaries to build a 
mission house, a school, and a church; to erect fencing and to construct roads; and to tend the 
gardens and the sheep. Aborigines were supplied with flour, sugar, tea and tobacco. In return 
for such goods, according to one of the Yelta reports, 'the able-bodied are required to do some 
little work, such as getting firewood, etc., but are rarely occupied for more than an hour or 
two'. For a full day's work they were also supplied with meat, but most preferred to 'hunt 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 114 

kangaroos and emus with dogs ... shoot and net ducks, etc., and catch fish, both with net and 
line'. 
 
This mission station had four huts for adults and one for children which had been built by 
Aboriginal workers. 
 
By 1858, when our Byrnes arrived, about 60 aboriginal people were attending the station 
daily, and the school had 14 pupils.  
 
A decline set in, however, and the people blamed this on the gospel. They refused to work 
unless paid [and who would blame them?], and came to the mission mainly for the 
government rations distributed there. The clergyman Bulmer withdrew in 1860, Goodwin 
carrying on alone until 1862 when another missionary, Joseph Shaw, arrived from England. 
 
Shaw became proficient in the local language into which he translated the Lord's Prayer; but 
this was insufficient to hold the people, for the town of Wentworth had now sprung up on the 
New South Wales bank opposite Yelta. Many people quit the station to camp on the edge of the 
town, or to work on surrounding sheep stations. 
 
Yelta survived for a time by attracting people from further afield - the lower Murray and 
Upper Darling. But in 1866 the Anglican Headquarters in Melbourne downgraded its 
operations. Shaw was withdrawn and Goodwin was given responsibility for Wentworth's 
white population as well as Yelta. 
 
The station finally closed in 1869. Its improvements sold for £300.  
(My account of the experience of my Byrnes Family in Wentworth from 1858. This is based on 
information contained in the Encyclopedia of Aboriginal Australia). 
[See also  Feb 1876   Wentworth and Murray River areas.] 
 
____________________ 
 
 
Jan 1855   Deaths by drowning in the Murray, Rufus, and Darling Rivers. 
 
A magisterial inquiry was held on the 20th December, 1854, at the Mallee Cliffs, River Murray, 
Lower Darling District, by G. M. Perry, Esq., J.P., Commissioner of Crown Lands, on view of the 
bodies of John Horne and Peter Boyd, who came to their death by the swamping of a bark 
canoe, when attempting to cross the River Murray.  
 
John Horne had been for the last 18 months a trooper attached to the Crown Commissioners 
Department, Albert District, and had only two days previous to the accident received his 
discharge, and was proceeding to Balranald with horses, to run the newly established 
line of post between Balranald and Moorana [Moorna - see below]. Peter Boyd was a 
shearer employed by Messrs. Rankin, sheepfarmers. The bodies were interred by Mr. 
Commissioner Perry, close to the head station of Mr. McFarlane. 
 
A magisterial inquiry was held on 29th December, at Yamborough, Lower Murray, near Lake 
Victoria, Albert District, by Mr. Commissioner Perry, Esq., J.P., Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
touching the decease of Henry Coomer, squatter, when from evidence taken it was clearly 
shown that the deceased came to his death by drowning, in attempting to cross the River 
Rufus on horseback, in company with a native. The body was interred close to the head 
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station of the partner of the deceased, Mr. Jackson, on the run known as Pellwilka. The 
deceased could not swim. 
 
A magisterial inquiry was held on 4th January, at the Junction Inn, Albert District, by G. M. 
Perry, Esq., J.P., Commissioner of Crown Lands, on view of the body of Thomas Clarke, found 
drowned in the River Darling. It appeared that the deceased had crossed from the Junction 
Inn during the evening, with the intention of sleeping on the other side, to make a start the 
following morning up the river, and it is supposed that during the night he attempted to swim 
back to the inn, as the body was found in the river, where the deceased had been seen asleep 
after he was [ferryed?] across the river. The body was interred by Commissioner Perry, 
near the Junction Inn, on the ...th instant.  
 
South Australian Register, 22 Jan 1855. 
 
_________________ 
 

1855   Mail Contract. 
 
Tenders accepted for the Conveyance of Mail Accepted for the year 1855. 
Gazetted 11 January 1855. 
 
James McLEOD. 
On horseback. 
From and to Balranald and Moorna via Euston. 
Once a week. 
Annual salary: £600. 
 
[Comment - This shows that Moorna was the major Post Office in the area in 1855 since no 
mention is made of The Junction/Wentworth.] 
 
[Comment - Maxine Withers (Bushmen of the Great Anabranch, 1989) makes the rather 
ambiguous statement that 'The Moorna post office was established at the Junction on 22 Feb 
1855 and the first postmistress was Mrs Sarah McLeod.' [Was this at Moorna or The 
Junction?] She goes on to say ' the mail coach came from Melbourne, spending four days on 
the road. Mrs McLeod resigned and left the district in 1856 and storekeeper Charles C Ker 
took over her duties until 1857 when Andrew McClymont became postmaster. Mail from 
Adelaide was carried on horseback once a month by two brothers, Thomas and William Crick, 
who had been at Lake Victoria with George Melrose.' She makes no mention of the mail from 
Balranald. William Crick had the mail contract Wentworth to Mount Murchison in 1864.]    
 
[Comment - James McLEOD was also the licensee of a public house in January when this Mail 
Contract was allocated - See below.] 
(p.89 Government Gazette 1855. ) 
 
___________________ 
 
 

Feb 1856   Perry's son marries daughter of Dr Fletcher of Tapio, River Darling. 
On 13th instant, at Springfield, by Rev. John Gardner, George Murray, fourth son of the late 
Captain Perry, for many years Deputy Surveyor-General, New South Wales, to Elizabeth 
Styleman, youngest daughter of Dr. Fletcher, of Tapio, Darling River. 
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South Australian Register, 15 Feb 1856. 
 
____________________ 
 
 
Mar 1856   Marriage John Cameron of Neilpo to daughter of William McLean of Poli, 
Darling River. 
On 13th instant last, at Tavistock-buildings, by Rev. Mr. Haining, John Cameron, Esq., Neilpo, 
River Murray, to Margaret, fourth surviving daughter of William McLean, Esq., of Poli, Darling 
River. 
 
South Australian Register, 17 March 1856. 
 
BIRTH OF SON: On 18 June 1857 at Neilpo. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 14 Jul 1857. 
 
DEATH: On 27th July 1857, at Neilpo, River Darling, Margaret, the beloved wife of John 
Cameron, Esq., aged 22 years. Inverness Courier, please copy above. 
 
South Australian Register, 15 August 1857. 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
May 1856   Meeting at Darling Inn regarding River Navigation. 
 
A correspondent has furnished us with the following report of a meeting held at the Darling 
Inn, on the important subject of the Murray Darling navigation:- 
 
At the close of the poll held at the Darling Inn on the 19th ultimo, for the election of two 
members of the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, those present resolved themselves 
into a public meeting to take into consideration matters connected with the navigation of the 
Murray and Darling. Dr. Fletcher, J.P. of Tapio, Darling, was requested to take the chair, and in 
doing so expressed his cordial approval of the objects of the meeting, as being likely to 
produce a proper understanding and mutual good between parties interested. 
 
The following resolutions were then proposed, and unanimously agreed upon:- 
Proposed by Mr Jamieson, J.P., Mildura, seconded by Mr Perry, J.P., Moorna -  
"That this meeting deemed it alike a public duty and a source of satisfaction to record its [f]ull 
sense of the very efficient and satisfactory manner in which the trade between Adelaide and 
this part of the colony has been carried on during the past season by the steamers of the River 
Murray Navigation Company, and that, much to the advantage of the public here, the trade 
has been spiritedly kept open throughout the whole of the summer months by the successive 
voyages of the steamer Albury." 
 
Proposed by Mr McKinlay, Lake Victoria, seconded by Mr Carstairs, Mallara -  
"That this meeting is fully sensible of the very important reciprocal interests involved in the 
trade carried on by means of steam communication on the River Murray with Adelaide, and is 
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desirous of fostering the same, being satisfied of the very obvious advantages to be further 
derived from the progressive development of the resources and capabilities of the extensive 
districts of the Upper Darling." 
 
Proposed by Mr McLennan, Ana Branch, seconded by Mr McLean, Polio -  
"That this meeting consider the recently published reduced scale of weights of freight and 
passage-money in every respect satisfactory to the public, and expresses a confident opinion 
that this graduated scale will tend very materially to secure the best results to all parties 
interested." 
 
Proposed by Mr Perry, J.P., Moorna, and seconded by Mr Cameron, Neilpo - 
" That the meeting offers its cordial acknowledgements to Captain Cadell for all the past 
unremitting and successful exertions for the permanent establishment of steamers on the 
Murray, and trusts that he may successfully overcome the many difficulties which will 
inevitably be experienced by him in the arduous work he has undertaken, with the view to 
render this commerce and navigation more complete by the extension of safe steam 
communication on the Upper Murray and River Murrumbidgee." 
 
Proposed by Mr Jamieson, J.P., Mildura, seconded by Mr George B. Fletcher, Tapio - 
"That this meeting also duly appreciate the persevering exertions of Mr Randall with his 
steamer, the Gemini, and trusts that upon examination she has been found to have 
experienced no serious damage by the unfortunate accident that occurred to her during the 
low state of the waters of the Murray in the month of December last." 
Argus, 16 May 1856. 
 
_________________ 
 
Notice of January 1855      Poll to be at McLeod's Licensed Inn. 
To the Electors in and for the United Pastoral Districts of the Lachlan and Lower Darling. 
I, Edgar Beckham, Returning Officer of the United Pastoral Districts of the Lachlan and Lower 
Darling, do give notice ... nomination of a Member of Parliament to serve the United Pastoral 
Districts of the Lachlan and Lower Darling will take place at the Court House, Binalong on 15 
February 1855. 
 
In the event of a Poll being demanded it will take place on 2 March 1855 at the following 
places: 
The Court House Binalong. 
The Court House Wagga Wagga. 
The Court House Balranald. 
The Court House Yass. 
At Mr Robinson's House Canowindra. 
At the Licensed Inn (McLeod's)*, near the junction of the Rivers Darling and Murray. 
At the Reserve of Tapruck on the River Lachlan. 
[* as written.] 
 
[Comment - This establishes that McLeod held the license for the Public House in January of 
1855. It does not necessarily mean that he held that same license in March. On the 16 May 
1854 McLeod had been granted a renewal of his annual license for Darling Inn. In 1855 he 
held the license for the Junction Inn. The actual license has not yet been seen so the date at 
which the changeover from the Darling Inn to the Junction Inn is not yet known. From January 
1855 he had also taken on the Mail Contract to and from Balranald and Moorna.] 
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_______________ 
 
Jun 1856   Cost of freight and passage from Port Adelaide  
 
With the River Murray Navigation Company - Cadell's Lady Augusta Line. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 11 June 1856.  
 
From Port Adelaide to -  
 
Albury 
Freight per Ton - £10-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £15-15-0; Deck £ 6-6-0. 
 
Maiden's 
Freight per Ton - £8-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £12-12-0; Deck £6-6-0. 
 
Swan Hill 
Freight per Ton - £10-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £8-8-0; Deck £4-4-0 . 
 
Darling Junction 
Freight per Ton - £9-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £7-7-0; Deck £4-4-0.  
 
Bagot's 
Freight per Ton - £8-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £6-10-0; Deck £ 3-5-0. 
 
Jackson and Coomer's 
Freight per Ton - £7-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £6-0-0; Deck £3-0-0.  
 
Chamber's 
Freight per Ton - £6-10-0. 
Passage - Saloon £6-0-0; Deck £ 3-0-0. 
 
Wigley's 
Freight per Ton - £6-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £6-0-0; Deck £3-0-0.  
 
Hart's 
Freight per Ton - £5-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £5-0-0; Deck £3-0-0.  
 
Wellington 
Freight per Ton - £4-0-0. 
Passage - Saloon £3-0-0; Deck £2-0-0.  
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In all cases the return rates are the same. Freight is charged by weight only. 
 
The first steamer for the season will be dispatched from Goolwa on 1st June. 
 
For freight or passage apply at the Offices of the Company; or at the Agents, 
 
W. Younghusband, Jun., & Co., 
Prince's Wharf. 
 
Gilbert Place, April 10, 1856 
  
 
_________________ 
 
 
Oct 1856   A son to James McLeod, formerly of the Darling River. 
 
[Settlement of Wentworth originally named McLeod's Crossing after this McLeod.] 
 
On the 15th instant, at the Reedbeds, Mr. James McLeod, formerly of the Darling River, of a 
son. 
South Australian Register, 18 Oct 1856. 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
1856-1859      Online Search for Births Deaths and Marriages  - Balranald District  
 
(includes The Junction - later to be called Wentworth) 
 
www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/Index/IndexingOrder.cgi/search?event=births 
 

The actual search was done for 1850 to 1859, but since no results came up before 1856 I 
suspect that Balranald was not the correct District to be requesting for that earlier period. 
 
Specific locations within the Balranald District are not given (except for some deaths that give 
Balranald itself as the place of death). For the BDMs to be of use it is necessary to recognise 
people being at The Junction (Murray/Darling Rivers; the area that was to become the town of 
Wentworth) at the time of the event. 
 
Examples: 
In 1858 Thomas and Jemima L MacGeorge (McGeorge) for the birth of their son Robert. 
In 1856 Thomas (Wentworth publican) and Bridget Pain for the birth of their son George.  
In 1858 George M and Elizabeth S Perry giving birth to a daughter Annie E I. 
 
The deaths are also of interest because by 1858 (Adam's Plan of the Ground at the Murray 
Darling Junction) The Junction has nine people buried in a small cemetery and a lone grave. A 
year later (1859 Design for the Town of Wentworth) there are another nine graves near the 
entrance to today's cemetery.  
 

http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/Index/IndexingOrder.cgi/search?event=births
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The marriages tell us that the Kerridge family was in the area by 1859. 
 
 
1857 to 1859    BIRTHS    BALRANALD DISTRICT.    
 
Year   Name     Father   Mother. 
 
1856  AULIFF, William   James   ... 
 
1857  BROOKS, Mary A.   George   Sarah. 
1857   BULLMORE, Mary   Wright   Janett. 
1858   BAXTER, Sarah   John   Mary. 
1859   BURKE, Sarah   John   Mary. 
 
1857   CARTER, Louisa     James     Eliza. 
1857   CORK, Mary A.     Samuel     Elizabeth.      
1857   CAMERON, Alexander Michael     John     Margaret. 
1858   CARTER, (female)     James     Eliza. 
1859   CAMERON, John     Donald     Marian. 
 
1857   DARCHY, Susan     Thomas     Susan. 
1858   DILLAR, Hellen     Thomas     Helen. 
1859   DORWARD, Margaret E.     George     Ann. 
 
1856   EASTWOOD, Richard     John     Sarah. 
 
1857   FITCH, Patrick     Henry     Roseanna. 
1857   FOOTS, Adelia     Joseph     Sophia. 
1857   FOOTS, William     Stephen     Jane. 
1857   FYFE, Jane     William     Ann. 
1858   FLYNN, Patrick     Daniel     Ellen. 
1858   FOOTS, Elizabeth J.     Stephen     Jane. 
 
1856   HIGGINS, (Female)   Robert   Ann. 
1856   HAZELWODD, (Female)   John   Mary A. 
1857   HAWKINS, Elizabeth   William   Eliza. 
1857   HIGGINS, Emily A.   Robert J.   Ann M. 
1858   HORNE, Elizabeth A.   William   Annie J. 
1858   HALL, Margaret   William   Ann E. 
1858   HAZELWOOD, Mary A.   John   Mary A. 
1858   HAWKINS, Joseph   William   Eliza. 
1859   HEMPHILL, John G.   John   Ann. 
1859   HARRISON, Kate   George   Margaret. 
 
1857   JOHNSON, James   James   Mary. 
1858   JACKSON, Henry   Robert L.   Rachel. 
1858   JONES, Mary A. J.   Benjamin   Mary A. 
 
1856   KERR, Julia   Charles   Jane. 
1858   KLAUCKE, George   Henri   Alice A. 
1858   KLAUCKE, George H.   Henri   Alice A. 
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1856   LANG, Andrew   Thomas   Louisa A. 
1857   LOREBAUD, Harriet F.   John   Mary. 
1857   LOREBAND, Harriet F.   John   Mary. 
1857   LANE, Jane   William   Jane. 
1857   LAKIN, Blanche   Robert   Catherine. 
 
1857   MULLENS, Peter   Patrick   Alice. 
1858   MacNICOL, Christina   John   Margaret. 
1858   McNICOL, Christina   John   Margaret. 
1858   MacGEORGE, Robert   Thomas   Jemima L.  
[McGEORGE in other Wentworth records] 
1858   MacDONALD, Donald   Donald   Elizabeth. 
1858   McDONALD, Donald   Donald   Elizabeth. 
1858   MULLEN, Mary   Patrick   Alice. 
1858   MOOR, William T.   William   Ann. 
1859   MacDONALD, Laura   John A.   Sarah A. 
1859   McDONALD, Laura   John A.   Sarah A. 
1859   MYERS, Albert   Jacob   Lucilla D. 
 
1857   NICHOLS, Mary   John   Mary. 
 
1856   OWEN, Rebecca   George   Rebecca. 
 
1856   PAIN, George   Thomas   Bridget. 
1856   PERRY, Caroline F. P.   George M.   Elizabeth. 
1857   PALMER, William   Mathew   Mary. 
1858   PROWETT, Emma C.   James   Rosetta. 
1858   PERRY, Annie E. I.   George M.   Elizabeth S. 
1859   PALMER, Matthew   Matthew   Mary. 
 
1857   REID, Ann   James   Helen. 
1859   RUSSELL, William C.   John   Mary. 
1859   ROSETT, Louisa   Edward   Louisa. 
 
1858   SCOTT, Beresford G.   Edwan B.   Celia. 
1858   STYLES, John   Henry   Helen. 
 
1857   THOMSON, Agnes   John   Mary. 
1858   TRADGLY, Ellen   Edward   Eliza. 
1859   TOPPING, Mary J.   John   Catharine. 
 
1859   WRIGHT, Ann C.   William   Mary. 
 
 
1857 to 1859    DEATHS    BALRANALD DISTRICT. 
 
Year   Name     Father   Mother. 
 
1857   AMBROSE, William   Age 23 years. 
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1856   BUTLER, William   Age 58 years. 
1858   BROWNE, John   Age 39 years. 
1859   BAYLIS (Male)   Unknown. 
1859   BURNS, Richard   Age 38 years. 
1859   BURNS, John   Age 29 years. 
1859   BURKE, Sarah   John   Mary. 
1859   BUDD, Thomas   Age 35 years. 
 
1856   CAMPBELL, John   Age 27 years. 
1857   CAMERON, Margaret   Unknown   Hute. 
1858   CARTER, James    George. 
1858   CARTER (Female)   James   Eliza. 
1858   CAMPBELL, Henry   Age 50 years. 
1858   COWLEY, Owen   Age 30 years. 
1859   COLEMAN, William J.   Age 35 years. 
 
1859   DONELY, George   George   Isabella. 
 
1856   ECKHART, Frederick   Unknown. 
 
1857   FENNELL, George F.   George   Eliza. 
1858   FOOTS, Adela   Joseph   Sophia. 
1859   FROST, Stephen   Age 40-50 years. 
 
1857   GRAHAM, William   Age 35 years. 
1857   GILLEVEY, Hugh   Age 40 years. 
1857   GRAHAM, Joseph E.   William   Sarah. 
 
1857   KELLY, John   Unknown. 
 
1859   LETHGOW, Richard   Age 49 years. 
 
1856   McLEAN, Daniel   Unknown. 
1856   MacLEAN, Daniel   Unknown. 
1857   MAXWELL, Charles   Unknown 
1858   MURPHY, James   Age 63 years. 
1858   MacCLYMONT, Jane   Owen   Ann. 
1858   McCLYMONT, Jane   Owen   Ann. 
1858   MATHEWS, James   Age 38 years. 
 
1857   NICHOLSON, Thomas   Age 37 years. 
1858   NICHOLS, Samuel   Unknown. 
 
1856   OWEN, Rebecca   George   Rebecca. 
 
1856   PRICE, Robert   Age 40 years. 
1858   PITTS, Reuben   Age 30 years. 
1859   PENARTWICK, Henry   Unknown. 
1859   PATERSON, Thomas   Age 32 years. 
 
1857   ROSSETT, Jane   Edward   Bridget. 
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1857   ROSSETT, Bridget   John   Easter. 
1857   ROACH, George   Age 28 years. 
 
1859   SULIVAN, Henry   Age 26 years. 
 
1858   THOMAS, Edward A.   Unknown. 
1858   TAIT, William   Age 25 years. 
1859   TEGO, Thomas   Age 50 years. 
 
1859   WILLIAMS, James   Age 55 years. 
 
 
1857 to 1859    MARRIAGES    BALRANALD DISTRICT. 
 
Year   Groom's Name      Bride's Name. 
 
1858   CARTER, George     PRENDERGAST, Mary A. 
 
1859   DANALY, William     KERRIDGE, Eliza. 
1859   DONALY, William     KERRIDGE, Eliza. 
 
1859   FORSTER, Armorer Winship     MURRAY, Ann. 
 
1859   JACKSON, William     SMITH, Agnes. 
 
1858   KLAUCKE, Henry     MacGREGOR, Alice A. 
1858   KLAUCKE, Henry     McGREGOR, Alice A. 
1859   KILDAEL, Nicholas     TICE, Emma. 
 
1859   LEWIS, Henry     WEEN, Mary. 
1859   LWEIS, Henry     EWEN, Mary. 
 
1859   MONIOE, John     MOORE, Anne. 
1859   MONROE, John     MOORE, Anne. 
 
1856   ROLFE, John     PHILLIPS, Elizabeth. 
 
1856   SAMS, William     COLEMAN, Anne. 
1859   STACY, Alexander John     AULIFFE, Bridget. 
 
1858   YOUNG, Peter     CARTER, Eliza. 
 
 
_______________ 
 
 
1857   Appointment of Magistrates. 
 
Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain etc 
To all to whom these presents shall come, 
Greetings 
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People mentioned include: 
BROADRIBB William Adam, Deniliquin. 
CADELL Thomas, the younger, Ben Bullen, Bathurst. 
CADELL Thomas, Murray River. 
COLE Stephen, Lower Darling. 
FLETCHER Dugald, Euston, Lower Darling. 
FLETCHER George Butter (sic), Tapis (sic), Lower Darling. 
JAMIESON Hugh, Mildura, Lower Murray River. 
LOCKHART Charles George Norman, Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
MOREY Edmund, Lower Darling. 
PERRY George Murray, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Albert District. 
ROSS William, Meilmane (sic), Lower Darling. 
(pp.1351-1357 Goverment Gazette 1857) 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Mar 1857    Annual Subscriptions for Establishment of Presbyterian Clergyman on the 
Darling and Murray. 
South Australian Register, 5 Mar 1857. 
 
Annual Subscriptions for the Establishment and Maintenance of a Presbyterian Clergyman on 
the Darling and Murray:- 
 
Donations from  
Dr. Fletcher, J.P.,  Tapio - £100. 
Dr. Fletcher - £30. 
James Scott - £30. 
H. & B. Jamieson - £20. 
Alex. McCallum - £20. 
William Ross - £20. 
J. McKinlay - £30. 
G.M. Perry - £10. 
E. Morey - £10. 
John Crozier - £10. 
John Cameron - £10. 
William McLean - £10. 
John McLennan - £10. 
James McLeod - £10. 
Thomas Pain - £10. 
John McNicol - £10. 
J. & S. Grant - £10. 
Murray and Carstairs - £10. 
Peter McFarlane - £5. 
Gilbert McCallum - £5. 
William McPherson - £2. 
C. Bryant - £2. 
Allan Hughan - £5. 
R. R. Orr - £10. 
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____________________ 
 
 
May 1857   Eleven foot long snake near the Darling Junction. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 13 May 1857. 
 
[Report on weather conditions for the past Summer] 
... The hottest day was Sunday, the 11th January, when the thermometer rose to 114 degrees 
in the shade. ... Insects and reptiles of all kinds, owing to the great heat, have been most 
plentiful. Snakes in particular have been most numerous, and one death is recorded as having 
happened by a bite received from one of those venemous reptiles. The snake was killed near 
the Darling Junction, which measured eleven feet long; and on Paika Lake, whilst a party were 
sailing about, a large snake attempted to enter the boat, but was warned off by a bullet 
delicately placed in his head. 
 
___________________ 
 
 
May 1857  Aboriginal heroine saves white man from drowning in flooded Lower Darling 
River. 
 
LOWER DARLING. 
From our Correspondent. 
 
THE ABORIGINAL HEROINE. 
A silver medallion worn by Nero attests the following historiette :- 
 
Given 
To record the heroism 
of 
GRACE DARLING NERO, 
Who, by her courage and presence of mind, saved a white 
man from drowning, before several spectators, 
at Tapio. 
29 May 1857. 
 
It appears that this sable heroine was encamped with the several male and female members of 
her tribe, and witnessed the efforts of a white man to cross the Darling River, then in full 
flood, when he became submerged, and with the courage and benevolence worthy of her 
prototype she boldly dashed into the waters to his rescue. Nero struggled three times with the 
white man, who had become lifeless, and though perfectly exhausted by her struggles and 
the rapidity of the current, she contrived to reach, after considerable difficulty, the right 
bank of the river, where she placed her charge, for whom she had exhibited so much personal 
bravery, in a place of safety. We understand that the friends of our aboriginal tribes are 
promised a portrait of this native heroine of the Darling River. The medallion is valuable to 
the decore, as it secures to her food, as a reward for her valour displayed in the cause of 
humanity. 
Sydney Morning Herald  18 September 1857. 
 
______________________ 
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Jun 1857   Lower Darling - Extract from a private letter. 
 
Lower Darling. 
The following is an extract from a private letter, dated 18 June:- 
 
The Empire to which you refer has not reached me yet. Not a single paper came from any 
quarter for the last two months; I cannot account for the delay, for they must be somewhere 
betwixt this and the Darling Junction. This is one of the great disadvantages of the Darling, 
viz., the want of a mail up the river. Those who are located, say 300 miles above me, may be 
without a letter or a newspaper for six months at a time. I am sorry to think that there is no 
one amongst us of sufficient influence and intelligence to move in anything that would be 
likely to relieve us of the grievance in question. 
 
" I regret to say that the season as yet is anything but cheering on the Darling to those 
possessed of stock. Of grass there is next to none. The distemper amongst horses is 
progressing; and no means have hitherto been discovered to mitigate its ravages. Stable fed 
horses are exempt from this distemper. 
 
" The river (Darling) has not been fordable since last October. Our flood is very high 
already, and still rising. I shall endeavour to answer your queries in my next, as to churches, 
schools, and other public institutions, or rather tell you of their entire absence. I fear my son 
may be a long time on the Darling ere a school-house be erected, or a schoolmaster settled on 
its banks. "  
 
Empire (Sydney), 16 Jul 1857. 
 
______________________ 
 
May 1857 - Contracts called for Colonial Service. 
 
Tenders are invited for contracts for Colonial Service for the following Districts: 
Includes - 
Lower Darling: 
Comprising: 
Balranald 
Coletowa 
Cossomby (the Aboriginal name for the settlement that became Wentworth) 
Euston 
Fort Bourke 
Paule. 
[Gazetted 14 May 1857.] 
 
__________________ 
 
1857   Mail contract Balranald to Moorna [via Wentworth] for 1858 - Hannan.. 
Government Gazette. 
 
On 18 December 1857 the Mail Contracts were issued for 1858. 
Southern Road includes: 
Denis HANNAN. 
On horseback from and to Balranald and Moorna  
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via Euston  
Once a week 
Annual salary £450. 
 
____________________ 
 
1857 - Edmund Morris Lockyer appointed Second Lieutenant in the Native Police Force 
for the District of the Lower Darling. 
 
On 14 July 1857 Edmund Morris LOCKYER, Esquire, was appointed to be Second Lieutenant 
in the Native Police for the District of the Lower Darling. 
[p.1441 Government Gazette 1857] 
 
It has been thought that Major Edmund LOCKYER was the Government official who bought 
Law to the Lower Darling Settlement and used the ten foot earthen- floored one roomed Hut 
that stood near the Wharf Area. Instead it was his son Edmund Morris LOCKYER.   
 
About the father, Major Edmund LOCKYER: 
 
http://colston-wenck.com/getperson.php?personID=I470&tree=colstonwenck 
 
[Comment - It had puzzled me as to why Major Edmund LOCKYER, a man of considerable age 
(born 1784) and property should have a ten foot Hut at the Junction (Wentworth). 
 
In the 1850s he was appointed Sergeant-at Arms to the Legislative Assembly (1852), enlisted 
in the NSW Volunteer Infantry with the rank of Captain during the Russian War scare (1854), 
made Usher of the Black Rod of the Legislative Council (1856), married his third wife Eliza 
Colston (1854), and fathered a son (1855) and two daughters (1857 and 1859) - all born in 
Sydney. 
 
By the 1850s he had leased and stocked 'Cavan' ( 'Cavan' was later purchased by the media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch and today is still the family property - so a place worth having), and 
owned 11,810 acre 'Lockyersleigh' with its iron ore mine (this ore used in the construction of 
the first railway in NSW).  
 
Major Edmund LOCKYER died at his home in Woolloomooloo Sydney in 1860 aged 76 years. 
 
There seems to have been little place in his life for a ten foot earthen-floored Hut at the 
Junction. 
 
My suspicions were confirmed when I found that it was Major Edmund LOCKYER's son - 
Edmund Morris LOCKYER who was appointed to be Second Lieutenant in the Native Police 
in the District of the Lower Darling in 1857. This is the LOCKYER who would have had need of 
that Hut.        
 
The earlier life of Edmund Morris LOCKYER is shown at: 
 
http://colston-wenck.com/getperson.php?personID=I1307&tree=colstonwenck 
 
It is easy to see where the confusion set in between the two Edmund LOCKYERs. 
 

http://colston-wenck.com/getperson.php?personID=I470&tree=colstonwenck
http://colston-wenck.com/getperson.php?personID=I1307&tree=colstonwenck
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In 1826 Major Edmund LOCKYER led the party of troops and convicts to establish a penal 
outpost at King George Sound which was to become the first European settlement in what is 
now Western Australia.  In 1827 he had tried unsuccessfully to find an alternative route from 
Sydney through the Grose Valley to the Western Plains. In 1828 he was appointed for a time to 
be Principal Surveyor of Roads and Bridges. He went on to own land and hold positions in the 
Legislative Council. He was the well known Edward LOCKYER.  
 
However his son, Edward Morris LOCKYER, as a sixteen year old, had also gone on that 
expedition to King George Sound. Normally belonging to the 57th Regiment of Foot he was 
temporarily attached to the 39th to go with his father on the expedition as storekeeper. He 
returned to Sydney, rejoined the 57th and left for India in 1831.   
 
On the Colston-Wenck website there is a gap between when Edmund Morris LOCKYER goes to 
India in 1831 and his death in Brisbane Qld in 1872.  
 
During this time he does not appear to have gained any higher rank. In his 1857 appointment 
as Second Lieutenant in the Native Police Force for the Lower Darling District his name is 
given as: 
Edmund Morris LOCKYER, Esquire. 
Had he held the rank of Major this would have been noted in the appointment.  
 
The position of the Hut that would have been used by Edward Morris LOCKYER is clearly 
shown on the 1859 Design for the Town of Wentworth. It is near the Darling River Wharf 
Reserve right up at the top end of what was to become the town of Wentworth opposite 
today's motel (not on what later became known as the (lower) Wharf Precinct.  
 
Somewhere along the way since 1857 someone has seen the name Edward LOCKYER and 
mistakingly added the "Major" thinking that they were giving further identification to the 
person under discussion. However the Government Gazette is quite clear in its report of the 
position of Second Lieutenant of the Native Police Force to Edmund Morris LOCKYER who 
was the son of Major Edmund LOCKYER.]   
 
 
1857 Report on Native Police. 
 
Report from the Select Committee on the Native Police Force in the Colony. Legislative 
Assembly Votes and Proceedings - Native Police and Crown Lands. 
 
http://www.caught-in-the-act.kathystavrou.net/1857-report-native-police.html 
 
This Report concentrates largely on the Northern District. All evidence concerning the Albert 
and Lower Darling Districts have been given in full. 
 
The inquiry is into the present state of the Native Police Force with a view to improving its 
organization and management. 
 
Recommendation for the Northern District. 
Numbers and Grades of Officers in the Force should be fixed at  
3 First Lieutenants. 
3 Second Lieutenants. 
 

http://www.caught-in-the-act.kathystavrou.net/1857-report-native-police.html
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Recommendations for the Southern Districts. 
Native Police Force no longer required in the District of the Murrumbidgee (work now done 
by the local Constabulary). 
The Native Police Force is still required in the Albert and Lower Darling, for the purpose of 
protection against Aborigines (later adds - and to protect the Aborigines). 
 
The Native Police Force should consist of: 
 
Albert District 
1 Second Lieutenant 
6 Troopers. 
 
Lower Darling District 
1 Second Lieutenant 
6 Troopers. 
[Comment: So when Edward Morris LOCKYER in 1857 was appointed as Second Lieutenant 
in the Native Police Force - this was the TOP JOB IN THE DISTRICT.] 
 
[Various witnesses give evidence concerning the Northern District.] 
 
10 December 1856 
Orpen Moriarty, Esq., of the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands Office, called in and 
examined:— 
1. By the Chairman : The detachment of the Native Police in the Southern Districts been under 
the department to which you belong ? Yes. 
 
2. Under the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands? Yes. 
 
3. By Mr Rusden: How was it there was a distinction made that this branch of the Native Police 
in the Southern District should be placed under the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and the 
other in the Northern Districts under the Inspector General of Police ? The Southern Police 
was intended to consist only of four small parties, each under an European Sergeant, and the 
Commissioners of the Districts bordering on Victoria were entrusted with their formation and 
control, probably on account of the remoteness of the scene of their intended employment, 
(along the frontier,) and the smallness of the Force not requiring a special officer. 
 
4. By the Chairman : Has this body worked well ? The intention of their employment has not 
been carried out.  
 
5. Will you state your reason why you think it has not worked well? I believe that the principal 
obstacle to their perfect efficiency has been that the men were necessarily raised in the 
districts in which they were to be employed, and blacks never work well unless removed from 
the neighbourhood of their own tribes.  
 
6- Were not some of the same men employed with the white Force in the Murrumbidgee ? Yes, 
the Murrumbidgee party, consisting generally of three or four, has been principally employed 
on the Gold Fields.  
 
7. What does the whole Force consist of ? The full number authorized for this district twelve/ 
and two Sergeants, but they have not been all employed.  
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8. Do they work well, and under whose authority? The men employed do, I believe, under the 
authority of the Commissioner of Crown Lands. (Crown Lands Act, 1839)  
 
9. The Commissioner who has charge of the Gold Fields has two or three placed under him I? 
Yes he works all his parties of men, white and black Police together.  
 
10. Do they work well together; Yes; but it was originally intended to station these two parties 
on the confines of Victoria. 
 
11. In the Murrumbidgee Districts, are the blacks quite quiet? Yes.  
 
12 Are the Native Police in the Murrumbidgee District employed in the general Police services 
? Yes.  
 
13. In the Albert and Lower Darling, are the blacks quite quiet? Yes they are quiet now.. 
 
14. Have any complaints been made from the "Upper Darling ? Yes ; and in consequence of 
these complaints one of the parties has been dispatched to the Upper Darling, and is now 
stationed there. 
 
15. From the correspondence that has taken place, and from your own knowledge, do you 
consider it necessary to keep up the Native Police Force for the protection of the people from 
the aborigines in those localities? Yes, in the Upper Darling.  
 
16. What is the number employed ? Six men are stationed there, but the parties of the Lower 
Darling and Albert Districts have to take the duty alternately, in order to avoid exposing the 
men to the extreme beat which prevails in this part of the country, during  the entire summer. 
 
17. By Mr. F. Rusden : The party that is stationed in the Upper Darling is under the authority of 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands ? Yes. 
 
18. There is no Commanding Officer ? No. 
 
19. Do you consider six men sufficient for the Lower Darling and Albert Districts? I believe six 
at one time would be sufficient for the particular service of the Upper Darling. 
 
20. Would twelve men be sufficient? Yes, quite sufficient under the present plan of taking the 
duties alternately. 
 
21. Are the Native Police required in the Albert and Murrumbidgee Districts? I believe not in 
the latter. The intention of forming a party of Native Police there, was not to protect the 
people against the blacks, but to establish a cordon of communication along the Victorian 
Frontier. 
 
22. They are not employed as Native Police, that is, for the purpose for which the Native Police 
were raised? A part of them are not, but those that are stationed in the Upper Darling are 
employed for that purpose. 
 
23. Is the whole Force employed ? The whole Force is not employed. 
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24. Will you state in what manner they are employed ? In general Police duties. Some of them, 
those in the District of Murrumbidgee, work with the Gold Police, for instance, one party 
recently took an offender to Bathurst from the Tumut. 
 
25. What is the nature of their duties ? They are employed as a general Police Force, 
sometimes taking the place of the ordinary constabulary in escorting prisoners, and on the 
Gold Fields. 
 
26. Does the Commissioner report favourably as to their working as general Police? Yes; by 
working them with his other men. 
 
27. By Mr. Buckley: Are the Sergeants European? Yes. 
 
28. By the Chairman : There is an item in the Estimates of last year under the head of 
contingencies for forage, £1,280, that seems to be a large sum for forage? That sum has not all 
been drawn. In these districts, in the summer months, there is no grass; it is necessary, 
therefore, to provide forage, but not more than half of the entire estimate has been spent, and 
a very small proportion of this item. 
 
29.In the Northern Districts, with a larger Force, the amount put down for forage is £274 ? Is 
that the estimate for 1857 or 1856. 
 
30. By Mr. Rusden : Most of the men are employed near the coast where there is an; abundance 
of grass? Yes, in the Northern Districts, there is plenty of grass. 
 
31. By Mr. Forster : In what shape is the forage provided ? Hay and corn. 
 
32. Is it grown in the district ? In the remote districts there is no agriculture; all produce is 
imported. 
 
33. I suppose in cases where the money is not drawn for the forage, it is not considered a 
perquisite of the officer ? Certainly not; the money is paid by the head of the department to 
the persons supplying the establishments. 
 
34. Do you recommend the practice of employing black natives as ordinary constables—do 
you think it a good plan ? Yes; if the men are well selected.  
 
35. What is the effect of white men being placed in the charge of blacks—do you think they 
would submit to be handcuffed and taken in charge? I think they would.  
 
36. You think there is no objection to employing these men as Police for general purposes. 
How can they be properly employed as constables, they cannot take an oath. How is that 
difficulty to be got over ? They are under the orders of the white men, their Sergeant. 
 
37. I always understood this difficulty was got over by the body of Native Police employed in 
the duties of constables being always considered as assistants—are Sergeants also considered 
as assistants if sworn. The reason why I allude to this is, because you said somebody was 
taken over the country by a black Sergeant ? I used the expression " black Sergeant,' but 
meant Sergeant of black Police. 
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38. In this case you do not allude to cases in which blacks are employed without White 
Superintendents—you would not recommend sending a white man under the charge of a 
black man? No, I would not. 
 
39. By the Chairman : Would you have the goodness to point, in the printed Estimates-before 
you, to the proportion of the expenses belonging to the Murrumbidgee District, and the 
proportion belonging to the Albert and Lower Darling—it appears from this estimate the 
expense is principally attached to the Murrumbidgee ? I should say that half the forage was 
the proportion. 
 
40. You see that the forage is put down in a lump sum, without drawing the distinction as to 
where it is expended ? The forage put down is for the entire division ; these estimates were 
made out at a time when these expenses were particularly high in the Southern Districts. 
 
41. You say that not more than half is the proportion for the Murrumbidgee—can you say 
what the whole cost of this establishment would be? I should say about £1,500 for the whole 
Southern Force. 
 
42. It would not be increased for 1857.at the same rate—do you know what the arrangements 
for 1857 are? I cannot say. 
 
48. Are the estimates sent in for this year increased ? I am not aware of it. 
 
44. By Mr. Rusden: You said £1,500 would be the cost—how many men arc employed ? The 
average number employed in each district has been about four men and a Sergeant. 
 
45. That was about the average ? Yes. 
 
46. That would be ten men altogether? About twelve men and three Sergeants. 
 
47. I want to see what the cost of the establishment in the Northern and Southern Districts 
was ? This estimate includes the pay of a portion of the men of the Northern District, who 
were sent into the Southern Districts. A draught of seven men and one Sergeant were 
sent  into the Southern District.  
 
48. By the Chairman : Are you aware of any remonstrances having been made by the Northern 
Districts, in consequence of the detachment having been sent down? I am not  aware of it.  
 
49. By Mr. Buckley: The blacks are not committing depredations in the Murrumbidgee to 
justify keeping a Native Police Force there ? I have heard of one or two solitary instances. 
 
50. But not sufficient to render a black Force necessary ? No. 
 
<snip> 
 
 
Gideon S. Lang, Esquire, M. P., a Member of the Committee, examined in his place :— 
 
1. By the Chairman: You are acquainted with the Murrumbidgee District? Yes. 
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2. Are you aware whether the Native Police are at present required in any part of that district 
to protect the settlers against the blacks? No more than in Sydney. 
 
3. Are you aware for what purpose they are employed there ? I cannot imagine any purpose. 
All that are required are a couple of Policemen attached to the Police Magistrate. 
 
4. Are they employed as a general Police in the same way as ordinary Constables ? They must 
be; because they can have nothing to do with the blacks. 
 
5. Are the Native Police not at all required ? Not at all. 
 
6. Are they required on the Lower Darling ? Yes.  
 
7. To any extent ? Yes, to a considerable extent. There have been outrages there lately. 
 
8. On the Lower Darling and Albert ? . Yes. I think there should be an Officer, and, I should say, 
at least twenty men there. 
 
9. At present there are twelve ? Yes; I think there ought to be twenty, particularly if the Upper 
Darling is taken up. The whole length of the Darling will soon be taken up, and, I think, there 
should be enough to extend the whole way from the Murray up to Fort Bourke, and even 
beyond it. 
 
________________ 
 
 

Aug 1858   Albert District and Murray and Darling River contributors to Indian Relief 
Fund. 
 
INDIAN RELEF FUND - Seventeenth Subscription List.  
 
Subscriptions Collected by G. M. Perry, Esq., Commissioner of Crown Lands, Albert District.  
 
Dougald Fletcher, Esq., J.P., Port Elliott, S.A.   £10-0-0. 
G. B. Fletcher, Esq., J.P., Tapio, River Darling.   £5-0-0. 
George M. Perry, Esq., Moorna, Albert District.   £3-0-0. 
Mr Alexander Josh. Perry, Albert District.   £2-0-0. 
Mr Ewen Cameron, Albert District.   £1-0-0. 
Dr Renner, Albert District.   £3-0-0. 
Mr Thomas Paine, Albert District.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Andrew McClymont, Albert District.   £2-0-0. 
Mr John Dary, Albert District.   £1-0-0. 
Emma Tice, Moorna.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Rutherford, Tapio, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Neville, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Baxter, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Mr George Scringer, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr Samuel Reeves, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr George Brookes, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr George Simms, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr William Parnell, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
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Mrs Parnell, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
E. M. McKinlay, Esq., J.P., Wankminga, River Murray.   £5-0-0. 
Mr John McKinlay, Wankminga, River Murray.   £5-0-0. 
Mr Robert Jackson, Callil, River Murray.   £2-10-0. 
Mr Frederick Thompson, Callil, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr William Jackson, Callil, River Murray.   £2-10-0. 
John Johnston, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Reid, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mrs Reid, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr Francis Kerridge, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr Peter Sheard, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Richard Dean, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr George Green, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr Charles Graham, Wankminga, River Murray.   £0-10-0. 
Mr James Blisset, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Coombes, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Thomas Donahoe, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Peter Horne, Wankminga, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Ann Lacey, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Annie Murray, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Claude Henderson, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr George Fife, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr William Hawkins, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr A. M. Forster, Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
E. B. Scott, Esq., J.P., Mootherey, River Murray.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Thomas Clerk, Albert District.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Malcolm McLennan, Albert District.   £5-0-0. 
Mr Alexander Lang, Albert District.   £1-0-0. 
Mr George Burt, Albert District.   £0-10-0. 
Mr John Allen, Anna Branch.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Peter Desilin, Anna Branch.   £0-10-0. 
Mr Thomas Cary, Loddon.   £1-0-0. 
Mr William Reeve, Loddon.   £1-0-0. 
Mr John Cameron, Neilpo.   £1-0-0. 
Mr Thomas A. Tattershall, Tapio.   £0-10-0. 
Mr George A. Cantain, Mallaroo.   £5-5-0. 
Charles Brown, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Munroe, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Dowling, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Albert Beck, River Darling.   £0-10-0. 
William McLean, River Darling.   £5-0-0. 
John Gribble, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Dunne, River Darling.   £2-0-0. 
James Pile, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
J. Coleman, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Scobie, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Welsh, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Christian McRae, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
James Collis, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Thomas Crozier, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
George Hudson, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
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Thomas Dunne, River Darling.   £2-0-0. 
William Bickford, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Joseph Dunne, River Darling.   £1-0-0. 
James Scott, River Darling.   £2-0-0. 
Kenneth Kennedy, River Darling.   £0-10-0. 
John Crozier, River Darling.   £5-0-0. 
Thomas Williams, Junction of Darling.   £1-0-0. 
Thomas McGeorge, Junction of Darling.   £1-0-0. 
John Cameron, Neilpo, Albert District.   £5-0-0. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald  4 August 1858. 
 
_______________ 
 
Sep 1858        Junction at the Darling. 
         
 (From a Correspondent) Sep 17, 1858. 
 
The river here still continues to rise steadily, but the Darling is not yet 
adding its waters to the Murray. Yesterday it rained heavily at this place 
for several hours, and glad were we to see the country a little moist again. 
 
We are to have our runs assessed at the rate of £48 per block (a block of 
land is estimated to support 4,000 sheep), in addition to the already 
fearful rents we are paying in consequence of the Albert District being 
considered superior to other places. The idea of a fourth-rate salt bush 
country being placed in the first class is so ridiculous the proposition 
speaks for itself. Sydney citizens legislating for a district 900 miles from 
them, remind us of the old war-cry of "No Downing Street rule of New South 
Wales". Taking up the view of the case as the good people of Sydney and its 
environs did, we maintain that it is impossible to legislate with justice 
for a district of any country without a local knowledge of that particular 
place. 
 
The section of land at the Junction, which was reserved for a township years 
ago, still remains unsurveyed, and reports says that it is likely to remain 
undisturbed by the land-measurer for many a long year. 
 
It is to be deplored for various reasons that our district is not a portion 
of South Australia. We are, and have been, neglected by the Sydney 
Government. For instance, we have no Court-House, police-barracks, pound, 
punt, or any other public property, at this place; whereas if we had been 
under the wing of the South Australian Parliament, all our wants would have 
been attended to long ago. 
 
We hear that a new district called the Warrego is to be proclaimed almost 
immediately. This district will comprise the Victoria, Cooper's Creek, and 
other portions of country discovered by Sturt and Gregory. 
 
(South Australian Advertiser, Sep 17, 1858.) 
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________________________ 
 
 
1858   Labour Market (Adelaide); Retail Prices; Employment. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 28 September 1858 
[Copied because my Byrnes family arrived in Adelaide in September 1858.] 
 
Relevant conversions. 
12 pennies (d) = 1 shilling (s) 
20 shillings (s) = 1 pound (£ [$2 in 1966]) 
 
1 foot = 30.5 centimetres 
1 yard = .914 metres 
1 rod = approx 5 metres 
 
1 pound (lb) = 454 grams 
 
1 pint = 600 mls 
1 quart = 2 pints 
 
  
1858     LABOUR MARKET (Adelaide) 
     [From Hunt's Labour Office] 
 
Per Annum 
With Board and Lodging. 
 
DOMESTIC AND DAIRY SERVANTS, Female. 
Housekeepers, £25 to £30. 
Good Cooks, £25 to £30. 
Housemaids, £20 to £25. 
Laundresses, £23 to £26. 
Kitchen maids, £20 to £23. 
Upper Nurses, £20 to £26. 
Nurses, £10 to 20. 
Nurse girls, £7 to £15. 
General servants, £20 to £26. 
Dairymaids, £20 to £23. 
Barmaids, £40 to £52. 
Waitresses, £30 to £40. 
 
DOMESTIC AND FARM SERVANTS, Male. 
Married couples, £52 to £60. 
Ploughmen (single), £40 to £52. 
General Labourers, £40 to £52. 
Gardeners, £52 to £60. 
Bullock drivers for farms, Men £40 to £52; Boys £25 to £30. 
Boys to tail cattle, £10 to £15. 
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Per Week  
With usual Rations. 
Shepherds (according to distance), 12s to 15s. 
Hutkeepers, (according to distance), 10s to 12s. 
Bush carpenters, 25s to 30s. 
Fencers, 25s to 30s. 
Cooks, 20s to 25s. 
Grooms, 20s to 25s. 
Ostlers, 15s to 20s. 
 
Per Week, 
With Board and Lodging. 
TRADESMAN. 
Butchers, 30s to 42s. 
Bakers, 30s to 45s. 
Confectioners, 40s. 
Slaughtermen, 40s. 
Barmen, 30s to 40s 
Waiters, 20s to 30s. 
 
Without Rations. 
PIECEWORK. 
Stonebreakers, per cubic yard, 2s 6d to 5s 9d. 
Brickmakers, per 1,000 (without burning) 16s. 
Sawyers, per 100 feet cedar, 12s. 
Fencers, per rod, 3 rails, 2s 6d to 3s. 
Wire fencing, per rod, 3 to 5 wires, and cross rail, 1s 6d to 2s. 
 
Without Board and Lodging. 
PER DAY. 
Blacksmiths, 10s to 14s. 
Bricklayers, 10s to 12s. 
Carpenters, 10s to 11s. 
Cabinetmakers, about 11s. 
Carriage Makers, 12s to 14s. 
Coopers, ?s to 10s. 
Engineers, 12s to 16s. 
Iron Founders, 16s to 20s. 
Galvanized Iron Workers, 12s to 14s. 
Millers, 9s to 12s. 
Masons, 10s to 12s. 
Miners, 7s to 8s. 
Plumbers, 12s to 14s. 
Painters, 9s to 12s. 
Plasterers, 10s to 11s. 
Shoeingsmiths, 9s to 12s. 
Tanners, 9s to 12s. 
Tailors, 9s to 10s, or 10d per hour. 
Wheelwrights, 10s to 12s. 
Watchmakers, 10s to 12s 6d. 
Quarrymen, 8s to 10s. 
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Labourers, 7s to 8s. 
Storemen, 8s to 10s. 
Carters, 7s to 8s. 
 
There is an abundance of skilled and unskilled labour in the market. 
Really useful female domestic servants are in demand. 
 
           Adelaide, September 23, 1858. 
(South Australian Register, Sept 28, 1858) 
 
1858   Adelaide Retail Prices. 
 
BREAD AND FLOUR 
Bread, 5d the 2-lb loaf. 
Flour, 3d per lb. 
 
BUTCHER'S MEAT. 
Beef, 4d to 8d per lb. 
Lamb, 4s to 5s per quarter. 
Mutton, 4d to 7d per lb. 
Pork, 8d to 10d per lb. 
Veal, 8d to 10d per lb. 
 
DAIRY PRODUCE, &c. 
Bacon, Colonial, 1s 4d per lb. 
Butter, fresh, 1s 9d per lb. 
Butter, salt, 1s 8d per lb. 
Cheese, Colonial, 1s 2d per lb. 
Cheese, Dutch, 1s 4d per lb. 
Cheese, English, 1s 8d per lb. 
Cheese, Swiss, 1s 9d per lb. 
Lard, 1s to 1s 6d per lb. 
Eggs, 1s 6d per dozen. 
Hams, Colonial, 1s 2d per lb. 
Hams, English, 1s 4d per lb. 
Milk, 6d per Quart. 
Ducks, 8s per pair. 
Fowls, 5s 6d to 7s per couple. 
Geese, 8s to 10s each. 
Pigeons, 2s 6d per pair. 
Rabbits, 5s per pair. 
Turkeys, 10s to 15s each. 
 
FISH AND WILD FOWL, &c. 
Crayfish, 2s 6d each. 
Ducks, Wild, 8s per pair. 
Lobsters, 5s to 12s each. 
Murray Cod, 5s each. 
Oysters, 6d to 1s (no amount given) 
Periwinkles, 8d per pint. 
Quails, 2s 6d per brace. 
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Salt Fish, 6d per lb. 
Teal, 2s 6d per brace. 
 
FRUITS 
Almonds, dried, 1s 6d per lb. 
Apples, 1s 3d per lb. 
Citrons, 4d to 6d each. 
Lemons, 4d to 6d each. 
Oranges, 3d to 6d each. 
Pears, 1s 3d per lb. 
 
VEGETABLES 
Broccoli (sic), 1s 3d each. 
Cabbages, 6d to 8d each. 
Carrots, 3d per bunch. 
Celery, 1s per head. 
Garlic, 1s 3d per lb. 
Horseradish, 6d to 1s per stick. 
Leeks, 2 1/2d per bundle. 
Lettuces, 1 1/2d each. 
Onions, 1s 3d per lb; 1d per bunch. 
Parsley, 1 1/2d per bunch. 
Potatoes, 1 1/2d per lb. 
Potatoes, New, 2d per lb. 
Pumpkins, 1 1/2d per lb. 
Radishes, young, 1 1/2d per bunch. 
Shallots, 1s 3d per lb. 
Turnips, 3d per bunch. 
Watercress, 1d per bunch. 
 
       Adelaide, September 23, 1858. 
(South Australian Register, Sept 28, 1858) 
 
1858   Employment Wanted.  
In consequence of the statement that many persons willing to work at day 
labour in town or country were utterly unable to obtain employment, and in 
consequence of statements having been made to the contrary of the foregoing, 
we have been induced to devote, during the present week, a portion of our 
space for the free insertion of the names and addresses of persons willing 
to work as labourers, farm servants, or shepherds. Some of the undernamed 
are mechanics; but we have inserted their names only on the representation 
that they accept work, in town or country, as labourers. We cannot insert 
names on any other condition. Employers must communicate with the applicants 
at their own addresses; we cannot take charge of letters. 
 
Andrew DICKENS, Bowden. 
H. T. BARWIS, North-road. 
- PEARCE, Barwis's. 
John BOLLARD, Unley-street. 
Thomas CASEY, Waymouth-street. 
P. R. HOGAN, Bean's Buildings, Weymouth-street. 
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F. MAYGER, Stanley-street, N.A. 
T. ARNOLD, Rundle-street. 
P. BARNETT, Wright-street, W. 
John DULSTON, Walkerville. 
William BIRD, Gilbert-street, W. 
H. PILGRIM, Margaret-street. 
J. JAMIESON, Halifax-street. 
D. BARNARD, North-street. 
John McCABE, do. 
L. BOTTEN, Melbourne-street. 
-McDONALD, Margaret-street. 
W. FITZGERALD, Archer-street. 
N. COLLINETTE, Hindley-street. 
T. FAIRCLOUGH, Norwood. 
P. CULLINER, Sturt-street. 
J. KEARMAN , Hindley-street. 
H. WOODRIDGE, Carrington-street. 
J. DAVIS, Franklin-street. 
John KEEN, Weymouth-street. 
P. O'LAUCHLAN, Grey-street. 
M. LEARY, off Weymouth-street. 
M. HARTIGAN, Carruther-street. 
P. McMANN, do. 
S. HUNTER, Queen-street. 
P. MULLINS, Young-street. 
T. REARDON, Weymouth-street. 
M. MALLAGHER, Norwood. 
J. MAYNARE, Sturt-street. 
P. LEARY, Finniss-street. 
William KELLY, Pirie-street. 
M. SLATTERY, East-street. 
J. MULLINS, Norwood. 
M. CARMODY, Hobson's-lane. 
M. McGOVERN, Sturt-street. 
T. SMALLWOOD, Thebarton. 
I. SMALLWOOD, do. 
John BAKER, Stepney. 
J. D. GRAHAM, Angel Inn. 
P. ALEGATE, Elizabeth-street. 
P. CASSIDY, Gawler-place. 
J. GORMLY, Grenville-street. 
T. ALEGATE, Elizabeth-street. 
Evan DAVIES, do. 
Henry HARES, do. 
John TURNER, Hindley-street. 
P. SAVAGE, Currie-street. 
M. MANGER, Flinders-street. 
M. DUFFY, Weymouth-street. 
J. DAILY, Elizabeth-street. 
Patrick COADY, Kermode-street. 
Edmund RYAN, Rundle-street. 
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Enoch FISHER, North-street. 
John McCOEY, Waymouth-street. 
John BISHOP, Gilbert-street. 
Henry BURTON, Sturt-street. 
M. HARTIGAN, Waymouth-street. 
M. HYNES, do. 
T. CASEY, Elizabeth-street. 
M. BROUGHAM, Carruthers-street. 
O. HYNES, Weymouth-street. 
E.NOWLAN, Kermode-street. 
Pat GREEN, Waymouth-street. 
M. FLANNIGAN, Grey-street. 
R. GREEN, Waymouth-street. 
P.GOODE, Elizabeth-street. 
J. NETTLE, do. 
Brian GALLEREY, Bowden. 
P. MADDEN, do. 
P.QUINN, do. 
John CUSHION, Mr Hubert, 99 Rundle-street. 
W. LINKIN, Carington-street. 
J. MAHONEY, Blyth-street. 
John McCABE, North-street. 
W. TOBAN, do. 
Pat DOYLE, do. 
J. CONNELLY, Elizabeth-street. 
Charles HART, Angas-street. 
Thomas TRIMBLE, Elizabeth-street. 
John HUGHES, Charlotte-street. 
William SMITH, Currie-street. 
W. ROBINS, Robert-street. 
 
(South Australian Register, September 28, 1858) 
 
__________________ 
 
Dec 1858   Randell is now establishing a store at the Darling Junction. 
 
Navigation of the Murrumbidgee. 
The steamboat Bunyip, 120 tons burden and 40 horse power, commanded by her owner, Mr. 
W. R. Randell, has just come up; from the Junction she commenced landing goods, and, after 
discharging more or less at every station along her route, disembarked the remainder of her 
cargo - which originally consisted of 100 tons - at Lang's Crossing place, where, as well as 
at the Darling Junction, Mr. Randell is now establishing large depots for merchandise. 
The articles landed this voyage chiefly consisted of flour, tea, sugar, tobacco, soap, bran, hay, 
lime, palings, and sawn stuff. The Bunyip is, I believe, the largest boat that has yet come up the 
Murrumbidgee. 
 
South Australian Register, 4 Dec 1858.  
 
__________________ 
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From 1858   The Price Family of Wentworth. 
We have received a letter from Mr. James Price, blacksmith at Wentworth, Darling Junction, 
taking exception to the letter of our correspondent at that place, and in which he mentioned 
that there was an opening for a blacksmith. Mr. Price denies this is the case, and states that he 
has been there for four years, during which time he has not averaged more than three 
days' work a week, and he would not have been able to earn a living but for the fact of his 
keeping a store. 
 
Mr. Price informs us also that the punts in course of building for clearing the Darling are 
"three small flat-bottomed dingeys." We hope, however, they will prove adequate to the 
work required of them. 
South Australian Advertiser, 19 June 1862. 
 
My comment: Note that here the Darling Junction is also called Wentworth. 
The above article would indicate that James Price came to the Darling Junction / 
Wentworth in 1858. 
 
................ 
 
 
Deaths: At Wentworth, Darling Junction, of Diptheria, Frederick James, the youngest son of Mr. 
James Price, aged five weeks. 
South Australian Register, 13 Mar 1861. 
................ 
 
Wentworth, Darling Junction.  
JAMES PRICE, WHOLESALE and RETAIL IRONMONGER, Sheffield-House, Wentworth, 
 
In consequence of the want of storage room, is determined to reduce his stock by some £2000, 
and, in order to effect a speedy clearance, will sell at invoice price, with freight added. 
 
N.B. - Note the address - James Price, Sheffield-house, Wentworth. 
 
Established 1858. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  19 December 1863. 
 
............... 
 
JAMES PRICE having completed extensive additions to his establishment, begs to inform his 
patrons and friends, to whom he is indebted for the liberal support accorded to him during 
the 11 years he has been in business in Wentworth, that as he now has ample STORAGE 
ACCOMMODATION for 1000 bales of WOOL at command, he intends for the future paying 
special attention to the business of a Customs, Shipping, and General Commission Agent, and 
ventures to hope, by unremitting attention in the execution of all business entrusted to him, to 
secure a liberal amount of support in this special department of his business. 
 
N.B. - All goods stored with J. P. are covered against loss from fire by a floating policy of 
insurance. 
 
J. P. is also prepared to contract for the delivery of wool at Melbourne, Adelaide, or any 
intermediate port. 
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Sheffield-house, Wentworth, Sept. 12, 1868. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  21 September 1868. 
 
..................... 
 
By the Administratrix. 
TO BE SOLD, 
The Old-Established IRONMONGERY BUSINESS of the late James PRICE, Wentworth, NSW, 
either with or without the STATIONARY TRADE. The premises can be let for a moderate rent. 
A rare opportunity for a young man with £1,000 at command.  
South Australian Register 14 Jun 1872. 
........................... 
 
Marriage  
DUNNE - PRICE. 
Feb 6 1877, at Wentworth, Darling River, by Rev. James O'Donnell, 
Peter A. DUNNE, formerly of Yass, 
to Adelaide PRICE, eldest daughter of late James Price, of Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald  9 Feb 1877. 
 
............................. 
 
Application for Certificate of Title. 
Wentworth,  
Allotment 7 of section No. 28, 1 rood, granted to James Price. 
Applicant - Rebecca Price of Wentworth. 
Date up to which caveat can be lodged - 28 July 1887. 
Sydney Morning Herald  23 July 1887. 
 
Application for Certificate of Title. 
Wentworth,  
Allotment 3 of section No. 23A, 1 rood, granted to James Scott, 
Allotment 4 of section 23A, 1 rood, granted to George M. Perry. 
Allotment 11 of section 7, granted to James Price. 
Applicant - Rebecca Price of Wentworth. 
Date up to which caveat can be lodged -  17 May 1888. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 May 1888. 
 
........................... 
 
Death Rebecca Price on 24th July, at residence of her son, Hayward Cottage, Wentworth.  
Relict of late James Price, and mother of  
Mrs E. W. DuRieu, Unley 
Mrs P. A. Dunne, Moruyah 
Mr A. H. Price, Wentworth. 
 
Aged 69 years 4 months. 
 
Adelaide Advertiser  12 August 1902. 
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My comment: From BDMs - her father's name was Hayward. 
This would explain the naming of her son's house as "Hayward Cottage". 
 
.......................... 
 
Other information available at the Price Family website: 
http://www.familyorigins.net/pages1/rhayward.htm 
  
 
________________ 
 
Jan 1859   James Pile to sell cattle from the Darling. 
 
On Thursday, January 13, at 12. 
Sale of 120 Fat Cattle at Willaston. 
 
George Warren is instructed by James Pile, Esq., to sell, as above - 
120 Fat Cattle 
Steers, Cows, and Heifers 
From his Run, on the Darling. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 8 Jan 1859. 
 
_________________ 
 
 

Jan 1859  Barrier Ranges Gold Search Expedition. 
 
The Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Immigration has received a report, notifying 
the safe arrival of Captain Crawford and party at the Junction of the Rivers Murray and 
Darling on the 1st instant, the bullocks and horses being in good condition, not withstanding 
the scarcity of feed on their journey. After a recruit of 10 clear days, the party started up the 
Darling early on the evening of the 12th instant, and would reach Menindie or Laidley's 
Ponds in about five stages. 
 
Lieut. Perry of the New South Wales Native Police, had, prior to the arrival of the party on the 
Darling, received instructions from the Government (conformably with a request transmitted 
from here), to co-operate with Captain Crawford in every possible way; and, being aware that 
the natives about the Darling are in a very unsettled state, he deemed it necessary to detach 
two mounted police-troopers to accompany the expedition, and in addition would enable 
Captain Crawford to procure at Laidley's Ponds a native guide acquainted with the ranges. 
 
Rain has fallen in the north very late this season; indeed the Darling is now in full flood, and 
Captain Crawford consequently hopes that, although he may be precluded from taking his 
bullock teams towards the ranges until the rainy season, yet that sufficient water will be 
found to the northward and westward of Menindie to keep the diggers fully engaged in 
the search for gold during the interval. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 26 Jan 1859. 
 
______________________ 
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Feb 1859 Cadell on the Albury first steamer up the Darling as far as Minnindee 
(Menindee); Rev. Archdeacon Woodcock visits Darling Junction 
 - Children baptised, couples married. 
South Australian Register, 21 Feb 1859. 
 
THE DARLING. 
From a Correspondent, Darling Junction, February 13. 
We sometimes see reports in the newspaper of the Bush Mission; but it has been a matter of 
regret that we never received any visits from the agents. Lately, however, the Rev. Archdeacon 
Woodcock was here, and the people of the neighbourhood made the most of the opportunity, 
as on the evening of his arrival he baptised seven children, and the next day joined two 
couples together in matrimony. He has kindly promised to pay us another visit in September, 
when I have no doubt his services will be duly appreciated. 
 
The steamer Albury arrived today on her downward passage with His Excellency Sir Richard 
MacDonnell on board, having been up the Darling as far as Minnindee (Menindee), some 600 
or 700 miles of water and about 300 by land. This clearly proves the Darling to be navigable, 
and Captain Cadell as usual has been the pioneer. 
 
I think this ought to be the name of the steamer, as she was the first to Albury, the first to 
Gundagai on the Murrumbidgee, and now the first to navigate the Darling. Captain Cadell's 
name should be placed on the list of Australian explorers. 
 
 
Mar 1859   Letter in praise of Cadell's achievement - going beyond Menindee to Mount 
Murchison (near today's Wilcannia). 
- Letter from Cadell himself; includes mention of setting up a store in Menindee and at the 
Darling Junction. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Mar 1859. 
 
Extract from a letter written by a stockholder on the Darling who also has large stations on 
the Murrumbidgee and Edward Rivers:- 
Captain Cadell has just returned from his trip up the Darling in the steamer Albury. He went 
up as far as Messrs. Jamiesons' (Mount Murchison), which is thirty miles above my station. He 
took up all my supplies and landed them safe at my station. I hope the government will now 
take some steps to recompense him for the way he acted in developing the resources of this 
part of the colony. No man could have done more, and, as yet, he has got nothing. You must 
know that he has had a serious pecuniary loss in his navigation company, and has little else to 
depend upon but his own exertions. I hope that all of you down in Sydney will do your best to 
bring his name before those who have influence with the Government. I could not explain to 
you the care and anxiety he has gone through in carrying out this great work. 
 
I remain, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 
R. Peel Raymond. 
Lyons' Buildings, George-street, Sydney, March 7. 
 
 
Adelaide, 23rd February 1859. 
My dear Si, - You will have doubtless have heard from the public Press that I succeeded in 
getting up the Darling as far as Mount Murchison. My reception from the settlers was 
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everything that I could desire, and I will use my best endeavours to work that river with 
steamers, as well as the Murray and the Murrumbidgee. 
 
It may be useful for overlanders to know that I have established a small depot at Menindee, 
where they can be supplied with rations on their way down the Darling. I have also a large 
store at the Darling Junction, where supplies can be obtained in any quantity. But the most 
economical method of obtaining supplies by real bona fide settlers, is to have them sent up 
from this city to the depot at the junction, where, if landed by my steamers, they will be stored 
free of charge, until a boat or dray takes them up to the station. 
 
I should feel much obliged by your mentioning the name of my establishment here to any of 
your friends that may want stores forwarded. They may rely on getting the best articles that 
are to be obtained, at the market price. N. Chadwick is one of my firmest friends and best 
supporters on the rivers. 
 
If I can at any be of any service, or furnish you, with any information pray command my 
services. My address is simply Adelaide. 
 
Believe me, very truly yours, 
Thomas Cadell. 
 
________________________________________ 
 
1859  Site of Town of Wentworth fixed upon. 
 
18 June 1859. 
Notice is hereby given that the site for the Town to be erected at Wentworth has been 
fixed upon.  
 
Copies of the approved Plan have been deposited for Public information at the Surveyor 
General's Office in Sydney, and at the Police Office, Balranald, viz:- Wentworth, situated at the 
crossing place over the Darling River, at its junction with the Murray River. 
 
18 June 1859, p.1382 Government Gazette 1859. 
 
_____________ 
 
 

1859  Wentworth - Place to establish a Pound. 

 
22 June 1859. 
The Administrators of the Government have been pleased to announce, in accordance with 
the impounding Act of 1855, the appointment of Wentworth, at the junction of the Darling 
River with the Murray River, to be a place for the establishing, erecting and maintaining a 
Public Pound. 
 
22 June 1859, p.1411 Government Gazette 1859.  
 
_______________ 
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1859   The Darling Junction. 
 
From Correspondent. 
Wentworth, 14 June. 
 
You will perceive that my letter is headed Wentworth, that being the name of the Reserve, 
which will soon be surveyed into a township. The survey is very much wanted, as every one is 
at present afraid to build lest he should find his house in the middle of a street, or in some 
other not very agreeable situation. 
 
People on arriving here put up rough places until they know where the township will be, so 
that good substantial buildings are like angels' visits - few and far between. 
 
The population within a mile of the Junction is nearly 100, , and we have four stores, at one of 
which the Post-Office is conducted; one public-house, two surgeons, one schoolmaster, one 
blacksmith, one carpenter, one butcher, one shoemaker, one tailor, one lemonade and 
gingerbeer manufacturer, also a public pound just erected, a punt at the crossing place, and a 
ferry-boat at the junction of the two rivers; we have a hospital, which I am happy to say is very 
little used. 
 
South Australian Register, Fri 24 Jun 1859. 
 
[Other evidence would tend to suggest that Dr. Renner attended the needs of patients in his 
own home, on the western edge of the town. Adjoining land was Gazetted to be set aside for 
the building of an actual hospital, but this was never done. The Renner Family left the area in 
1870 after floods. When the much needed Wentworth Hospital was built it was on the eastern 
side of the town. Rusheen Aug 2012.] 
____________________ 
 

Aug 1859   Lower Murray and Darling residents sign a farewell to Ellar M. McKinlay, 
Surgeon. 
 
[Brother of explorer John McKinlay] 
 
To Ellar M. McKinlay, Esq., Dungog, Surgeon. 
 
We the undersigned, residents of the Lower Murray and Darling Rivers, beg to express our 
deep regret at your departure from amongst us; and earnestly pray that the changes you 
have made, from an arid to a more genial climate, may prove the lasting benefit to your health 
and happiness. During your long residence in this district we have, many of us, been 
deeply indebted to you for able medical advice and attendance rendered, as we are well 
aware, greatly to your personal inconvenience and discomfort. As a mark of our esteem and 
goodwill, we trust that you will accept the accompanying purse of sovereigns, to be 
expended in any manner most agreeable to yourself. 
 
We subscribe ourselves, yours very faithfully and sincerely, 
(Signed) 
Arncouver (sic) Foster  
John Crosier 
William Crosier 
James Scott, jun. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 148 

F. H. Goodwin 
William McLean 
Mr. McLean 
William McLean, jun. 
John Cameron 
E. M. Lockyer 
A. T. Perry 
Peter McFarlane 
Robert Jackson 
William Jackson 
William Ross 
Donald McKenzie 
Hugh Jamieson 
William Reid 
Ross Reid 
James McLeod 
 
[Thanks in detail from E. M. McKinlay for the Testimonial] 
 
[also] To Messrs. G. B. Fletcher, G. M. Perry and the other gentlemen who have signed the 
address, and subscribed to the testimonial. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 11 Aug 1859. 
 
Another similar testimonial had been signed on the 6th August 1859 by: 
George F. Fletcher                   E. M. Lockyer 
George M. Perry                      A. T. Perry 
George A. Carstairs                 Peter McFarlane 
Stephen Cole                           Robert Jackson 
F. Renner, M.D.                      William Jackson 
Andrew McClymont               William Ross 
Edward B. Scott                      Donald McKenzie 
Arncouver Foster (sic)            Hugh Jamieson 
John Crozier                           William Reid 
William Crosier                      Ross Reid 
James Scott, jun.                     James McLeod 
F. H. Goodwin                        Charles Stonne 
William McLean                     John Dunne 
Mr. McLean                            James Pile                    
William McLean, jun.             Joseph Phelps 
John Cameron                         Joseph Dunne 
Junction of Darling and Murray, 18th July. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 11 Aug 1859. 
 
_____________ 
 

1859  Magistrates appointed for Wentworth and Moorna. 
 
10 October 1859. 
George Carstairs for the district of Wentworth. 
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John Crosier (sic) for the district of Moorna, River Murray. 
Government Gazette 10 Oct 1859. 
 
_____________ 
 

 1859    Wentworth Appointed as Court of Petty Sessions (Moorna cancelled). 
 
On 23 Nov 1859 Wentworth was appointed to be a place to hold Courts of Petty Sessions 
AND 
On 23 Nov 1859 Moorna was cancelled as a place to hold Courts of Petty Sessions.  
Government Gazette 1859. 
 
________________ 
 
Nov 1859   Admella Shipwreck Reward and Relief Fund  
- collected by Perry on the Murray and Darling. 
 
Admella Shipwreck Reward and Relief Fund. 
Amount already advertised   £3,110-17-3. 
 
Collected by G.M. Perry, Esq., J.P., on the Murray and Darling. 
 
Bulmer, John   £1-0-0. 
Black, J.   £0-5-0. 
Crozier, John   £2-0-0. 
Davie, John   £0-10-0. 
Forster, A.W.   £1-0-0. 
Goodwin, F.H.   £1-0-0. 
Genket, T.H.   £0-5-0. 
Grills, R.   £0-5-0. 
Green, George   £0-10-0. 
Hitchin, G.B.   £2-0-0. 
Hawkins, William   £0-10-0. 
Henderson, Claude   £0-10-0. 
Johnston, George   £1-0-0. 
Ivery, Simon   £0-5-0. 
Lockyer, E.M.   £2-0-0. 
McClymont, A.   £0-10-0. 
McGeorge, J.   £1-0-0. 
Murray, Anna   £0-10-0. 
Morrison, Margaret   £0-10-0. 
Osborn, T.H.   £0-10-0. 
Perry, G.M.   £2-0-0. 
Renner, F.   £0-15-0. 
Smith, James T.   £0-10-0. 
Smith, John   £1-0-0. 
Scott, John   £1-0-0. 
Scott, E.B.   £1-0-0. 
Stewart, Edward   £0-10-0. 
Stewart, Eliza   £0-10-0. 
Tice, Ellen   £0-5-0. 
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Williams, Thomas   £1-0-0. 
TOTAL   £25-5-0.  
 
Collections elsewhere by others (Individual persons named as above in each case): 
Per W. Fowler   £4-14-0 (3 persons). 
Per E.M. Bagot   £7-0-0 (5 persons). 
Per Kapunda Committee and surrounding districts   £63-5-0 (163 persons*). 
Per R. Bowman, Enfield   £21-1-0 (27 persons). 
Per Henry Barton, Middleton   £5-13-6 (24 persons). 
Per William Sherman, Clarendon   £0-15-0 (6 persons). 
Per Dr. Blue, Strathalbyn   £6-19-0 (13 persons). 
Per Rev. C.S.D. Schondorf, Moravian minister, Bethel   £4-4-6 (40 persons). 
From Melbourne Committee for investment by Adelaide Committee on behalf of Mrs. Harris & 
Family £250-0-0. 
Ditto ditto for distribution amongst officers and crew of the steamer Corio £100-0-0. 
Ditto ditto from Melbourne Committee for distribution amongst officers and crew of steamer 
Ant £100-0-0. 
Per Messrs. Fidge, Maslin, & Coles, of Aldinga   £10-16-6 (28 persons). 
Per Robert Rankine, Mount Crawford   £5-0-0 (14 persons). 
Additional Collections by District Council, Munro para West   £0-15-0 (2 persons). 
Per Robert Milne   £1-5-6 (3 persons). 
[Perry's collection above] 
Per A. D. Tassie, Port Augusta   £4-2-6 (9 persons). 
Per Alfred Searle, Melrose   £4-2-0 (3 persons). 
Per William Randall, Aldinga   £2-5-0 (7 persons). 
 
With additions and alterations: 
TOTAL     £3,734-1-3. 
 
* My Comment: Includes £0-1-0 from a "Native" [They accept his money but don't bother to 
give his name like they have for all the other contributers].  
South Australian Register, 26 November 1859. 
 
_______________ 

Early 1860s   Ride from Salt Creek to Wentworth for the doctor; 60 miles in 7 hours. 
 
"Murrumbidgee George," referring to the cabled account of a military ride from Brussels to 
Ostend, and the distance - 77 miles - being done in 12 hours and 54 minutes, remarks: - 
"Either the distance or the time must be wrong; we have had hundreds of our Australian bush 
horses that would do this day after day, and that on grass feed.  
 
I did a smart bit of riding once IN THE EARLY SIXTIES. I was employed gathering stray horses 
on the Murray from the North-West Bend up to Wentworth. The owner was on ahead 
travelling a very large mob of sheep from the north of South Australia. It was the year of the 
big drought. I rode up to the SALT CREEK HOTEL one day, driving in front of me a small mob 
of these horses, when the mail-driver (G. RAYNOR), who was on an up-trip, asked me if I 
would ride to Wentworth for a doctor, as the HOTEL PROPRIETOR WAS DYING. I told 
him I would willingly, but I had no horse in the mob I had that could do the distance in the 
time. He said, "There is a colt in the yard; he has had the saddle on either once or twice, and if 
you will ride him he will take you there." I replied, "All right; you saddle him up while I get a 
little dinner."  
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It was quite midday, the mail being there for dinner. I shall never forget it. I mounted the colt 
with a little assistance, and as soon as I did he went to work, backing so badly that I had to get 
two men behind me with stockwhips to flog it out of him, which they did, following down to 
the bottom end of the flat. I then got him to start, and cantered him on in one spell to LAKE 
VICTORIA. Then I eased up a bit, and took him steadily along the lake until the road turns off 
going to the MOORNA HOTEL. I cantered from the lake to MOORNA, winding him again once, 
and recollect trying trying to get a refresher there, but failed through the fractiousness of the 
horse, who would not allow anyone to approach him. So off I started again for the 
ANABRANCH, and from there on to WENTWORTH.  
 
I must have ridden that distance considerably under SEVEN HOURS, and yet at the time it was 
considered no feat for man or beast. I cannot recollect the distance from Salt Creek to 
Wentworth. Speaking from memory, I should think it was by mail road quite 60 MILES or 
more.  
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 15 September 1902. 
 
______________ 
 
1860     Mail contracts - Moorna. 
 
6 Jan 1860 Mail Contacts include: 
 
Balranald, Euston and Moorna. 
- To leave Balranald every Friday at 6 am and arrive at Euston on Saturday at 9 am, arrive 
Moorna every Sunday at 3 pm. 
- On return leave Moorna every Tuesday at noon, arrive Euston at 2.30 pm Wednesday, and at 
Balranald every Thursday 6 pm.  
 
Moorna to Mount Murchison - Darling River. 
- To leave Moorna every alternate Monday at 6 am, arrive at Mount Murchison on following 
Saturday 6 pm. 
- On return leave Mount Murchison every alternate Monday 6 am, and arrive at Moorna the 
following Saturday at 6 pm.  
 
Mail Contracts. 
William BURGESS. 
To and from Balranald and Moorna, via Euston. 
Once a week. Horseback. 
£300. 
 
William PAIN and Robert DRISCOLL. 
 To and from the junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling (Moorna) [ as written*] and Mount 
Murchison. 
Once a fortnight. Horseback. 
£600. 
Contract for 3 years. 
* My comment: The junction of the Rivers Murray and Darling was not at Moorna, this is the 
site of Wentworth. Moorna, although the original centre for the area, was further down the 
Murray River. 
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[Pastoral Times, 6 Jan 1860.] 
 
_______________ 
 
1860    Wentworth -Town.  
Mail to Mt Murchison; Wool from Upper Darling; 100 sovereigns to lay reader GOODWIN of 
Yelta; £100 paid by FLETCHER for clergyman from Scotland. 
Pastoral Times, 24 Feb 1860. 
 
The township of Wentworth, at the junction of the Darling River with the Murray River, has 
now been laid out by the New South Wales Government. 
 
The establishment of the mail by the ...ment from Wentworth to Mt Murchison (near what 
was to become Wilcannia), distance 300 miles, has given great satisfaction to the residents of 
this district. The mail leaves Wentworth every alternate Monday at 6am and arrives at Mt 
Murchison on the following Saturday at 6pm. It then leaves Mt Murchison on every alternate 
Monday at 6am and arrives at Wentworth on the following Saturday. It is believed that the 
Government will shortly carry this line 200 miles further to Fort Bourke, and from thence ere 
long an additional distance of about 150 miles - to Walgett, which will make communication 
with Sydney complete. 
 
The River Namoi, of the tributaries of the Darling, is running bank high, rains fallen for 
several days in great abundance. 
 
The difficulty of bringing wool from the Upper Darling this year has been considerable. 
There are yet 400 to 500 bales to be brought down to Wentworth. 
 
The settlers and others on the Murray and Darling have lately presented a testimonial, 
accompanied by a purse of 100 sovereigns, to Mr Thomas Hill Goodwin, the Church of 
England lay reader at Yelta, near Wentworth. 
 
A clergyman of the Church of Scotland will arrive shortly and itinerate upon the Murray 
and Darling. Dr Fletcher, of Tapio, having contributed £100 to pay his passage, and the 
other settlers having guaranteed him a sufficient stipend for a term of years. 
 
The Murray is reported to have risen 2 feet at Overland Corner. If this be the case, the 
'Wakool' and the 'Moolgewanke' will be able to complete their way up the river. 
 
_______________ 
 

1860     FIRST SALES of land in TOWN of WENTWORTH. 
Government Gazette 1860.   
(Rusheen Craig - 30 October 2005.) 
LOTS SOLD - WENTWORTH .16 March 1860.TITLE DEEDS AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION. 
SECTION 1.Allot 1; 3r 16p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1280). 
Allot 2; 3r 19p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1277). 
Allot 3; 3r 21p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1276). 
Allot 7; 3r 18p; John RUTHERFORD (Title Deed No 1996). 
Allot 8; 3r 15p; John RUTHERFORD (Title Deed No 1995). 
Allot 10; 3r 6p; Barry COTTER (Title Deed No 3515). 
SECTION 2.Allot 1; 3r 7p; A. F. L. COLE (Title Deed No 3484). 
Allot 2; 3r 6p; John CLAY (Title Deed No 3487). 
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Allot 3; 3r 5p; J. T. SMITH (Title Deed No 2649). 
Allot 9; 3r; Barry COTTER (Title Deed No 3516). 
Allot 10; 3r 2p; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3534). 
 SECTION 3.Allot 3; 2r 31p; M. BRENNAN (Title Deed No 3567). 
SECTION 4.Allot 1; 2r 29p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1325) 
SECTION 6.Allot 1; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1275). 
Allot 2; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1274). 
Allot 7; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1273). 
Allot 8; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1272). 
Allot 9; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1271). 
Allot 10; 1r; Dugald FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1270). 
SECTION 7.Allot 3; 1r; Francis KERRIDGE (Title Deed No 924) 
Allot 4; 1r; Francis KERRIDGE (Title Deed No 923). 
Allot 6; 1r; John WILLIAMS (Title Deed No 2193). 
Allot 7; 1r; Barry COTTER (Title Deed No 3517). 
Allot 8; 1r; James PRICE (Title Deed No 1548). 
Allot 9; 1r; James PRICE (Title Deed No 1547). 
Allot 10; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3529). 
SECTION 8.Allot 5; 1r; John CLAY (Title Deed No 3485). 
Allot 6; 1r; Peter McFARLANE (Title Deed No 2047). 
Allot 7; 1r; James BURN (Title Deed No 3466). 
Allot 8; 1r; James BURN (Title Deed No 3467). 
Allot 9; 1r; Charles STURT (Title Deed No 2648). 
Allot 10; 1r; Charles STURT (Title Deed No 2647). 
SECTION 9.Allot 1; 1r; John CLAY (Title Deed No 3486). 
Allot 2; 1r; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1279). 
Allot 3; 1r; Andrew McCLYMONT (Title Deed No 2046). 
Allot 4; 1r; John BLACK (Title Deed No 3466). 
Allot 6; 1r; James WRIGHT (Title Deed No 2192). 
Allot 7; 1r; Duncan McINTYRE (Title No 2045). 
Allot 8; 1r; William SMITH (Title No 2646). 
Allot 9; 1r; John RUTHERFORD (Title Deed No 1998). 
Allot 10; 1r; John RUTHERFORD (Title Deed No 1997). 
SECTION 22.Allot 1; 1r 15p; R. H. JACKSON (Title Deed No 835). 
Allot 2; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3531). 
Allot 3; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3530). 
Allot 5; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3541). 
Allot 6; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3540). 
Allot 8; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3539). 
Allot 9; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3538). 
Allot 10; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3537). 
Allot 11; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3536). 
Allot 14; 1r 10p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1282). 
Allot 15; 1r; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1281). 
Allot 16; 1r; R. R. HAVERFIELD (Title Deed No 3052). 
Allot 17; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3535). 
Allot 18; 1r; James REID (Title Deed No 1993). 
Allot 19; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3533). 
Allot 21; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3532). 
Allot 24; 1r; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3527). 
Allot 25; 1r 29p; John STEWART (Title Deed No 2641). 
Allot 26; 2r 24p; John STEWART (Title Deed No 2642). 
[Both same as CROZIER 
2644 STEWART Edward, 1r, Allot 3 of Sec 22. 
2645     do        , 1r 29p, Allot 2 of Sec 22.] 
SECTION 24.Allot 3; 1r 39p; Stephen COLE (Title Deed No 3472). 
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Allot 4; 1r 37p; G. B. FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1278). 
Allot 5; 1r 34p; Stephen COLE (Title Deed No 3471). 
Allot 6; 1r 32p; John CROZIER (Title Deed No 3528). 
Allot 7; 1r 30p; Edward Bate SCOTT (Title Deed No 2653). 
 
 
LOTS AVAILABLE FOR SALE - WENTWORTH. 
                   Tues., 21 August, 1860. 
Lots 1-9; Section 3; Allots 1-9. 
Lots 10-19; Section 4; Allots 1-10. 
Lots 20-31; Section 23A; Allots 1-12. 
Lots 32-39; Section 25; Allots 1-8. 
LOTS SOLD30 Title Deeds Available for Collection. 
SECTION 3.Allot 2; 2r 29p; George MOULDEN (Title Deed No 3266). 
Allot 4; 2r 33p; Francis KERRIDGE (Title Deed No 972). 
Allot 7; 3r 1p; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2736). 
Allot 8; 3r 4p; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2737). 
Allot 9; 3r 5p; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2738). 
SECTION 4.Allot 5; 2r 26p; T. H. GOODWIN (Title Deed No 1887). 
Allot 6; 2r 25p; T. H. GOODWIN (Title Deed No 1886). 
Allot 7; 2r 24p; T. H. GOODWIN (Title Deed No 1885) 
Allot 8; 2r 23p; T. H. GOODWIN (Title Deed No 1884). 
Allot 9; 2r 22p; George M. PERRY (Title Deed No 1633). 
Allot 10; 2r 24p; George M. PERRY (Title Deed No 1632). 
SECTION 23A.Allot 1; 32 and three quarters p; Barry COTTER (Title Deed No 3642). 
Allot 2; 32 and three quarter p; Barry COTTER (Title Deed No 3641). 
Allot 3; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2739). 
Allot 4; 1r; George M. PERRY (Title Deed No 1634). 
Allot 6; 1r; G.B.FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1327). 
Allot 7; 1r; G.B.FLETCHER (Title Deed No 1326). 
Allot 10; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2740). 
Allot 11; 32 and three quarter p; George M. PERRY (Title Deed No 1635). 
Allot 12; 32p; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2741). 
 
SECTION 25.Allot 1; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2742). 
Allot 2; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2743). 
Allot 3; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2744). 
Allot 4; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2745). 
Allot 5; 1r; John COOMS (Title Deed No 3650).[? COOMBS] 
Allot 6; 1r; R. H. JACKSON (Title Deed No 857). 
Allot 7; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2746). 
Allot 8; 1r; James SCOTT (Title Deed No 2747).                      
Another Title Deed available for collection.Wentworth - 927 KELLY Bernard, 48 acres 3r, Portion 
259.[? When sold. This was not a Town Land Sale.] 
Title Deeds available for Delivery.All of the above Deeds are listed as being available for 
delivery.[Government Gazette, 1861, p.1284. 

RESALE OF TOWN LAND WENTWORTH.Lands Titles Office. 
I have done more work on this topic. These details appear in the specific "Wentworth Land 
Sales and Titles" section of the Website. 
 
Records are indexed roughly alphabetically within a defined period of years. 
My Comment: "Original Holder of Land" is mine and is based on a map that I have difficulty in 
reading. 
Section 1Lots 5, 6 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 
139, No.175.) Details sent separately.[Lots 5 and 6 were offered in first Wentworth land sale, 
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but no Deeds were listed as ready for collection. Original holder on the map of Lots 5 and 6 is 
John Scott.] 
Section 2Lot 6 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XV, No.141)[Lot 6 is an "L" shaped block fronting Darling River and on Cadell 
Street. It was NOT offered for sale in the original Wentworth land sales. Original Holder on the 
map is McGEORGE.] 
Lot  4 - Purchased by James Sydney SMITH. 1a 8p. (Book XV, No.155[Lot 4 is an "L" shaped 
block fronting Darling River and on Cadell Street. It was NOT offered for sale in the original 
Wentworth land sales. Original Holder on the map is J.S.SMITH.] 
Lot 5 - Purchased by James Thompson SMITH. (Book XXI, No.72)[Lot 5 is smaller block filling 
in the above "L" of J.S. SMITH and on Cadell Street. It was NOT offered for sale in the original 
Wentworth land sales. Original Holder on the map is J.T. SMITH.] Lots 6, 7, 8 (with wooden 
house of about 6 rooms), 9, 10 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 
Nov.,1873. The estate of late Thomas McGEORGE was ordered by the court to sell these and 
others of his properties to recover part of the debt of ú2552-16-6 by public auction. The 
highest bid was ú152-10-0 from STEPHEN. (Book 139, No.175) Details sent separately. 
Lots 6, 8 - Purchased by James Thompson SMITH. (Book XXXIX, Nos.15 and 16) [Original 
Holder of both blocks was Thomas McGEORGE  and they passed to STEPHEN.]  
Section 3Lot 10 - Purchased by James PRICE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XVI, No.66)[It was NOT offered for sale in the original Wentworth land sales. Original 
Holder on the map is James PRICE.] 
Lot 6 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXIX, No.11)[Available in second Wentworth Sale, but Deeds not listed as to be collected - did 
not sell? Original Holder on map is Robert DRISCOLL.] 
Lot 6 - Thomas McGEORGE to discharge part of debt to highest bider Septimus Alfred 
STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, No.175) Details sent separately. 
Lot 10A - Purchased by James PRICE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXXIX, No.4)[It was NOT offered for sale in the original Wentworth land sales. Original Holder 
on the map is James PRICE.] 
Section 4.Lots 2, 4  - Purchased by Stephen COLE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XXXVIII, Nos.205, and 206.)[Both Lots available in Aug 1860 Sale. Deeds not available 
for collection. Original Holder on map is Stephen COLE.]  
Section 4A.Lots 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 - Purchased by William GUNN. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book LI, No.205) 
[Original Holder on map is William GUNN.] 
Section 5.Allots 4, 5, 13 - Purchased by John CROZIER. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXXVIII, Nos 214, 215, and 216.) [Original Holder is John CROZIER.]Lot 12 - 
Purchased by Elizabeth Ann Wentworth DAVIE. 2 roods. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXXVIII, No.223).[Original Holder on map is E.A.W. DAVIE.]  
Lot 7; 1 rood - Purchased by Llewellyn Thomas Hookeridge GEAKE. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXXVIII, No.237)[Original Holder on map is L.T.H. GEAKE.] 
Lot 14 - Purchased by Mary PERRING. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXXIX, No.3)[Original Holder on map is Mary PERRING.] 
Section 7Lot 10 - Purchased by Charles SMITH. No. of Instrument 622. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXIII, No.198)[Available in first Wentworth Sale. Purchased by 
John CROZIER who is the original holder on map.] 
Lot 5 - Purchased by John Packwod GOOLD. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XXVII, No.75)[Available in first Wentworth Sale. Deeds not listed as ready for collection 
- ? not sell. The original holder on map is COTTER.] 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 156 

Lot 12 - Purchased by James PRICE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXXIX, 
No.5)[It was NOT offered for sale in the original Wentworth land sales. Original Holder on the 
map is James PRICE.] 
Lot 10 - Purchased by William JACKSON. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book I, 
No.86) 
Lots 8, 9, Cadell Street - Rebecca PRICE, widow of James PRICE to William SCHMIDT. 
Contained within Indexed period 3 Aug1871- 25 July 1876. (Book 148, No. 803)[Purchased by 
James PRICE in original Wentworth sale.] 
Section 8Lot 11  - Purchased by James REID. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XV, No.17)[Not offered in original Wentworth sale. Original Holder on map is James 
REID.] 
Lot 8 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXIX, No.234)[Bought by James BURN in original Wentworth Sale. He is the original holder on 
the map.] 
Lot 7 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXIX, No.235)[Bought by James BURN in original Wentworth Sale. He is the original holder on 
the map.] 
Lot 5 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, 
No.175)[Bought by John CLAY inoriginal Wentworth sale. He is the original holder on the 
map.] 
Section 9Lots 3, 5 (with wooden cottage of about 4 rooms) - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus 
Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, No.175)[Both Lots offered in first Wentworth sale. 
Lot 3 sold to Andrew McCLYMONT, the original holder on the map. The deeds for Lot 5 are not 
shown as being ready for collection. The original holder of Lot 5 on the map is G.M. PERRY.] 
Lot 8 - Purchased by Francis Durant KERRIDGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XXVII, No.183)[Purchased at first Wentworth sale by William SMITH who is shown as 
the original holder on the map.] 
Section 14Lots 9, 10 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 
139, No.175). Details given separately. 
Section 21.Lot 7 - Purchased by William GUNN. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book LI, No.206)[Original holder on map is William GUNN.] 
 
Section 22.Lot 11 - Purchased by Andrew McCLYMONT. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XLVIII, No.142) 
Lot 10 - Purchased by Andrew McCLYMONT. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XLVIII, No.143) 
Section 23Lot 4, 3, 2 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book IV, No.124) 
Lot 1 - Purchased by Andrew McCLYMONT. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
VI, No.25) 
Part of Lot 5 - Purchased by William GUNN. No. of Instrument 444. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. (Book XVI, No.129) 
Part of Lot 5 - Purchased by William GUNN. No. of Instrument 563. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXI, No.6) 
Lot 1 - Purchased by John CROZIER. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (No. of 
instrument 606) (Book XXIII, No 83]) 
Lot 1A - Purchased by Thomas CADELL . Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XLIX, No 135.) 
Lot 3, North east side of Darling Street (****** on this is an old public house) - Thomas 
McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, No.175) 
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Lot 5 - Purchased by John DAVIE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book II, 
No.182). 
Section 23ALot 4, Darling Street - From George Murray PERRY, of Neilpo, Esquire, to James 
PRICE, Ironmonger of Wentworth, for the sum of £145; together with all houses etc. See 
Record of Primary Application 882 No 1689. (Book 85, No. 16) 
Lot 3  and part of Lot 4, Darling Street - Rebecca PRICE, extrix of James PRICE, to Charles 
William PRICE.  Contained in indexed period 3 Aug 1879 to 25 July 1881. (Book 196, No.75) 
Lot 4 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, No.175) 
Section 24Lot 7 - Rebecca PRICE, widow of James PRICE, to William BUTCHER. Contained in 
indexed period 3 Aug 1876 to 25 July1879. (Book 175, No. 593) 
Lots 1, 2, being Allotment sold as Lot 72 in pursuance of the Proclamation of 9 January 1860 - 
From George Murray PERRY, of Wentworth, Esquire, to Thomas McGEORGE, of Wentworth, 
Licensed Victualler for £600. Together with all houses, outhouses, yards, gardens, fences, [ 
]reesways and rights of way paths, watercourses etc. Signed in the presence of Stephen COLE 
of Euston , 31 December 1862. Received in the office for Registration of Deeds 25 March 1863. 
(Book 82, No. 337)Section  26 
Lot 3; 1 acre 12 perches - Purchased by John DAVIE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXXVIII, No.222) 
Section 27.Lot 3 - Purchased by Thomas SHINE. Contained in index for period 1863 to 1867. 
(Book [41?], No. 242). 
Section 28Lot 18 - Purchased by Thomas GILLETT. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XIV, No.246)[Later owned by my Byrnes family] 
Lot 21 - Purchased by or moiety to Edward WHITE. First item has No. of Instrument 387. 
Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book XV, No.21)[2 doors down from my Byrnes' 
Allots 18 and 19; Mrs Byrnes' maiden name was White.] 
Lots 10, 11 - Purchased by Henry SMITH. (Book XVII, No.179)  
Lot 19 - Purchased by Thomas SHINE. 1r. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book 
XXXIX, No.9)[owned by my Byrnes family.] 
Lot 6, North east by Darling Street; 1r  - Rebecca PRICE, admix of James PRICE, deceased, 
storekeeper, to Mary BROOKS. Conveyance 31 March 1871. In presence of Henry WILLIAMS, 
storekeeper, Wentworth. (Book 124, No. 200)[next-door to my Byrnes at Allots 7 and 8] 
Lot 18 - Purchased by Daniel BURNS. Contained in index for period 1878 to 1882. No. of 
Instrument 26907. (Book 14, No. 246).[My BYRNES family despite spelling] 
Where???? Just Town and Psh of Wentworth - Purchased by Daniel BURNS. Contained in index 
for period 1883 to 1887. `(Book 846, No.176.) 
Section 30.Lot 2 - [... ] moiety to Edward WHITE. 1r 4p. [On Darling River, just upstream from 
the school.] No. of Instrument 387. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book XV, 
No.78)Section 31.Lot 6 - Purchased by John CROZIER. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXXVIII No 217.) 
Lot 1; 2 roods - Purchased by Susan Mary EGGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XXXVIII, No.228) 
Lot 2 - Purchased by John EGGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXXVIII, 
No.229) 
Lot 9 - Purchased by John EGGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXXVIII, 
No.230) 
Section 35Lot 3, Darling Street - Margaret BROOKS, admix of William PRICE, deceased, to 
Daniel ROSS (corrected? to Donald in pencil) Contained in index for Oct 1879 to Aug 1881. 
(Book 224, No. 779) 
Section 36.Lot 1 - Purchased by or moiety to Edward WHITE. First item has No. of Instrument 
387. On Darling River, corner of Darling and Neville Streets. Contained in index for 1863 to 
1867 period. (Book XV, No.22) 
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Section 41.Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 - Purchased by Stephen COLE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXXVIII, Nos.207, 208, 209, 210, 211.) 
Section 42.Lot 4 - Purchased by James McAllistar BLACK. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867. 
(Book XLVI, No.14.) 
Section 43Lots 1, 2 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XXIX, No.11) 
Lots 1, 2 - Thomas McGEORGE to Septimus Alfred STEPHEN, 28 Nov.,1873. (Book 139, 
No.175) Details sent separately. 
Section 45.Lot 4 - Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. (Book XV, No.5) 
 
Co and Psh of Wentworth 
Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. 1 acre 1 rood. Suburban Portion 18. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. Number of Instrument 851. (Book XIV, No.222) 
Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. Suburban Portion 19. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 
period. Number of Instrument 852. (Book XIV, No.222) 
Purchased by Francis KERRIDGE. 2a 4p. Suburban Portion 67. Contained in index for 1863 to 
1867 period. (Book XIV, No.224) 
Purchased by Thomas McGEORGE. 2 acre 2 rood. Portions 18 and 19. Contained in index for 
1863 to 1867 period. (Book XXVIII, No.209) 
 
Purchased by John EGGE; 1ac 3r; Portion 50. Contained in index for 1863 to 1867 period. 
(Book XXXIX, No.227) 
Purchased by Thomas SMITH; 2ac 1r 6p; Suburban Portion 60. Contained in index 1863 to 
1867 period. (Book XXXIX, No 233.) 
From Thomas BROOKE to James ORMOND; 400 acres. Contained in index for Nov 1885 to Feb 
1887 period. (Book 342, No.659.) 
 
Co of Wentworth, Psh of Connorgee 
From James M. BYRNES to Michael DARCHY; 320 acres, also 320 acres additional.  Contained 
in index for April 1885 to Feb 1887 period. (Book 233, No.177.) 
1863 Wentworth Allot 5 Sec 23A & Allot 3 Sect 24.Andrew McCLYMONT to Alexander 
McSAREN [McLAREN?] and James Thomson SMITH. 1863. 
[Land Titles Office Sydney; Old Titles Section Rusheen Craig 1-12-07] 
Book 85; No.559.Andrew McCLYMONTalso Steven COLEto W H CHARNOCKand William 
MORGAN trustees. 
In the Old Titles' Section you are able to access the actual old documents yourself - lots of 
documents are bound together into large books. There was a document before No.559 and 
another after No.559 that also pertained to the same allotments of land. 
They concerned: Town of Wentworth.Allotment 5 of Section 23A,andAllotment 3 of Section 
24. 
Three documents of 14 very large pages of closely written incomprehensible 'legal-ize' with 
no breaks for paragraphs. You used to be able to get a copy done for a reasonable charge, but 
it is now something like $20 per document. So I have made an attempt to work out what they 
are all about - no guarantee that what I have come up with is exactly what is meant in the 
documents. I have spaced out even this abbreviated interpretation for clarity.    
Book 85; No.558; Land Titles Office, Sydney. 
This INDENTURE, made on the 6 May 1862,between William Richard RANDELL and James 
SCOTT of Wentworth, Gentlemen, on the one part,and Andrew McCLYMONT of Wentworth, 
Storekeeper, on the other part,in consideration of five shillings paid by Andrew McCLYMONT, 
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to William Richard RANDELL and James SCOTT concerning1 rood, situated in the unnamed 
parish of Wentworth and the Town of Wentworth, being Allotment 5 of Section 23A. 
Commencing on the south-west side of Darling Street on the northern corner of Allot 4,And 
bounded thence on the north-east by that street north-westerly at right angles to Darling 
Street 2 chains and 50 links to a lane,On the south-west by that lane south-easterly parallel 
with Darling Street 1 chain,And on the south-east by the north-west boundary line of Allot 4 
aforesaid north-easterly at right angles to Darling Street 2 chains and 50 links to the point of 
commencement. 
Being the Allotment sold as Lot 24 in persuance of the Proclamation of 2 July 1860. 
Signed by William Richard RANDELL and James SCOTT  
in the presence of  Jno M. LOCK. 
[Same document and same page - but "restarts" and dated next day -] 
This INDENTURE, made on the 7 May 1862,between William Richard RANDELL and James 
SCOTT of Wentworth, Gentlemen, on the one part,and Andrew McCLYMONT of Wentworth, 
Storekeeper, on the other part,For land bearing the date 15 Nov 1860,1 rood, County 
unnamed, Parish of Wentworth,Being Allot 5 of Section 23A.Sold as Lot 24 in persuance of 
the Proclamation of 2 July 1860....Hereby granted and released [There follows a lot of listing in 
general terms of what is included and the conditions under which the land is to be held and 
passed on; This contains the words, 'with the buildings thereon', but there was nothing 
specific to say that there were buildings there at the time.] at or for the consideration of 
ú1,000. 
Signed and delivered by saidWilliam Richard RANDELL and James SCOTTIn the presence of 
Jno M LOCK, Gresham Street, Adelaide, 
[Same document and same page.]John Miller LOCK of Gresham Street Adelaide, South 
Australia, Gentleman, state the three preceeding pages contain a true copy of the Indenture. 
Book 85; No.559 [next document].This INDENTURE made on 6 June 1863,between Andrew 
McCLYMONT of the first part,Stephen COLE of the second part,And William Henry 
CHARNOCK and William MORGAN of the third part.In consideration of five shillings to each 
of Andrew McCLYMONT and Stephen COLE by whom William Henry CHARNOCK and William 
MORGAN on execution hereof (the receipt whereof is hereby acklowledged)Andrew 
McCLYMONT and Stephen COLEagree [? that the sale should be entrusted to] William Henry 
CHARNOCK and William MORGAN.[At this point I couldn't see what they were selling; It 
becomes obvious later.] 
Signed and sealed by saidAndrew McCLYMONT in the presence of Henry Charles YOUNG of 
Wentworth,and Stephen COLE in the presence of F. E. RENNER of Wentworth. 
[Same document - dated two days later.]This INDENTURE made on 8 June 1863,Between 
Andrew McCLYMONT of Wentworth, storekeeper, of the first part,and Stephen COLE of 
Euston of the second part,And William Henry CHARNOCK and William MORGAN, both of 
Adelaide SA.Andrew McCLYMONT was selling:Allotment 3 of Section 24and Allotment 5 
of Section 23A. 
[My comment: Andrew McClymont was in the Insolvency Court in May 1862 so he might 
have been forced to dispose of this land to cover debts.] 
 
[To try to paraphrase the problem that was involved in this transaction:Allotment 3 of Section 
24 had initially belonged to Stephen COLE.Andrew McCLYMONT contracted to buy the land 
for £170.McCLYMONT paid the money - but no conveyance had been executed, so legally he 
did not have the right to sell the land.McCLYMONT has agreed with CHARNOCK and MORGAN 
to convey the two allotments to them as Trustees.Stephen COLE agrees with McCLYMONT.] 
 
Signed and sealed by saidAndrew McCLYMONT in the presence of Henry Charles YOUNG, 
Wentworth,and Stephen COLE in the presence of F E RENNER, MD of Wentworth. 
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Book 85; No.560 [next document].Lease and Release.This INDENTURE made on 11 Aug 
1863,Between William Henry CHARNOCK and William MORGAN on the one part,and 
Alexander McSAREN and James Thomson SMITH on the other part,Being Alloment 5 of Sect 
23Aand Allotment 3 of Section 24.Having been registeredLand Grant of Allot 5 Sect 23A in the 
Register of Town Purchases B, p1561;Land Grant of Allot 3 of Sect 23A in the Register of Town 
Purchases B, p1093.[Document continued.]Sketch showing the position of the blocks; Darling 
and Sandwich (sic - should be Sandwych) Streets and the Darling River shown.This 
INDENTURE made on 12 Aug 1863,Between William Henry CHARNOCK of Adelaide, 
Merchant,and William MORGAN of the same place, Grocer, on the first part,And Alexander 
McSAREN and James THOMSON both of Wentworth, storekeepers, on the second part. 
[Paraphrasing this document and summarising what is alluded to here concerning the three 
documents]:Town of Wentworth.Allotment 5 of Section 23AandAllotment 3 of Section 24. 
6th & 7th May 1862 - William Richard RANDELL and James SCOTT of Wentworth, Gentlemen, 
sell Allotment 5 of Section 23A to Andrew McCLYMONT of Wentworth, Storekeeper, for 
ú1,000. 
6th & 8th June 1863 - It was found that McCLYMONT was not recorded as the legal owner of 
Allotment 5 of Section 23A and therefore would not have had the right to sell it. 
However Stephen COLE, who was the original holder of the land, stated that he had sold the 
land to McCLYMONT for £170 prior to the 1863 sale. This first sale was not recorded. 
COLE and McCLYMONT agree that Allotment 5 of Section 23A had been sold to McCLYMONT 
by RANDELL and SCOTT. 
COLE and McCLYMONT agree that, concerning both Allot 5 of Sect 23A and Allot 3 of Sect 24, 
William Henry CHARNOCK of Adelaide, Merchant, and William MORGAN of Adelaide, Grocer, 
should act as Trustees for the land.     
11th & 12th Aug 1863 - William Henry CHARNOCK and William MORGAN pass the land to 
Alexander McSAREN* and James Thomson SMITH, both Storekeepers of Wentworth, for 
ú1,000. 
[* Clearly written as such, but should it possibly be McLAREN?] 
......................... 
 
Mar 1860   Wentworth First Town Land Sale. 
16 March 1860. 
 
Wentworth. 
The first land sale of Wentworth , junction of Murray and Darling Rivers, took place here on 
Friday 16 March, Mr Shiell, P.M. acting as land agent. 
 
71 Lots*, comprising 31 acres 33 perches recently advertised in the Government Gazette, 
were offered and all sold at high rates. One lot of 2 roods fetched £250. The total amount 
realised, exclusive of Deed Fees, was £1,895, the whole of which was paid in cash, showing no 
lack of wherewithal in the interior. 
 
Pastoral Times, 30 March 1860. 
 
My comment: There were 79 Lots offered for sale, not 71 as stated in this article. 
 
............................... 
 
Mar 1860   FOUR WENTWORTH CITIZENS PURCHASE LAND FOR EXPLORER STURT AT 
WENTWORTH. 
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At the first sale of Town Land at Wentworth on 16 March 1860 four Wentworth men banded 
together to purchase two blocks of the land for the explorer Sturt as a tribute to the great 
man. These blocks were on Cadell Street on the north-west corner with Beverley Streets.  
 
No mention of this is made in the official records where Sturt is shown as the purchaser. 
 
Allot  9  Section 8   -  Purchased by Charles STURT of London. 
On 16 March 1860 at the First Sale of Town Land in Wentworth. 
County Unnamed; Parish and Town of Wentworth. 
Area  -  1 rood. 
Purchase price  -  £3-5-0. 
Allotment sold as Lot 34; Recorded and enrolled on 10 August 1860. 
Item No 60 / 1105 in Book 312. 
 
Allot  10   - Purchased by Charles STURT of London. 
On 16 March 1860 at the First Sale of Town Land in Wentworth. 
County Unnamed; Parish and Town of Wentworth. 
Area - 1 rood. 
Purchase price - £3-15-0. 
Allotment sold as Lot 35; Recorded and enrolled on 10 August 1860. 
Item No 60 / 1104 in Book 312. 
[Lands Titles Office records] 
 
 
It had previously been thought that this purchase had been made by just one man, but in J H L 
Cumston's Charles Sturt - His Life and Journeys of Exploration; 1951, it is shown that E. B. 
SCOTT, FLETCHER, PARRY and CROZIER were the purchasers.  
 
 
In 1859 came the first signs of failing health: he (Sturt) wrote to Hector, 
in Adelaide, that he was suffering from rheumatism and could not stir. 
 
In 1860, four private citizens paid a practical tribute to Sturt. Mr. E. B. 
Scott, in a letter to Sturt (20th October, 1860) advised him that four of 
them, Messrs. Fletcher, Paryr (sic), Crosier (sic) and himself, had, at the first 
sale of Crown lands at Wentworth, purchased two allotments in Sturt's name, 
and he could collect the title deeds at the Lands Office in Sydney. 
 
From 1860 onwards, he was then sixty-five years old, was a period of 
diminishing activity. 
  
 
This excerpt is part of a very large article of about 120 pages that is 
available online at: 
 
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700391h.html 
  
Since the purchase was made in March I wonder why the four men waited until October to tell 
Sturt what they had done.  

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700391h.html
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Charles Sturt was still the holder of the allotments in the 1879 Wentworth Rate Books (the 
earliest surviving Rates Books). 
In 1880 it was Gazetted that fees owed on Allotments 9 and 10  Grant No.2647 had been paid 
by [or for] Charles STURT of London. 
[Government Gazette 1880 p.2529.] 
 
______________________ 
 
 

Mar 1860   James McLeod of the Darling River purchases land in SA. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 23 Mar 1860. 
 
Real Property Act Notices include: 
James McLeod. 
Residence: River Darling. 
Intending purchaser from John Ellis. 
Property: Northern moiety of Section 56, Survey B. 
Date up to which caveat may be lodged: 15 April 1860. 
  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
Mar 1860 to 1887   Some Land transfers - Wentworth and area. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide) 
29 March 1860. 
Northern moiety of Section 56, Survey B. 
JAMES McLEOD (intending purchaser from JOHN ELLIS); Residence, River Darling. 
Date up to which caveat may be lodged - 15 April 1860. 
............................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
29 June 1867. 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 11 of section 22, granted to John Crozier, now 
occupied by Andrew McClymont. 
Applicant - Simon McDonald of Pooncaira. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 July 1867 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 10 of section 22, granted to John Crozier, now 
occupied by Andrew McClymont. 
Applicant - Simon McDonald of Pooncaira. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 July 1867 
................................ 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
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18 January 1868. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 2 roods 4 perches, allotment 1 of section 30, granted to Edward 
Wecker. 
Applicant - William Jackson of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 28 February 1868. 
............................. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne). 
31 December 1873. 
 
Large overstocked Sheep Run on River Darling. 
 
Richard Gibson & Co. have received instruction from the proprietors, Messrs. J. and J. 
Phelps (owing to the dissolution of their partnership), to SELL by PRIVATE CONTRACT, 
 
That extensive station known as 
TARCOOLA, 
With about 33,000 sheep, of which 16,500 ewes are now being put to rams. 
 
This property is situated on the Darling River, ... miles above Wentworth, having a frontage of 
30 miles, and comprising over 50,000 acres of fine grazing country, interspersed with 
saltbush plains and belts of oak and pine; well watered throughout by dams, tanks, and 
numerous swamps. A portion of the run has been fenced and subdivided, and is capable of 
carrying 60,000 sheep inside the fencing. The rest of the country is unimproved, but is 
admirably adapted for the storage of water, &c., having about 13 miles of the Willandra Creek 
running through a part of it, every acre of which is fattening country of the best description. 
 
For further particulars, and for price and terms, which are liberal, apply to the agents, at 66 
Queen-street. 
.............................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
5 December 1874. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 5 of section 23A, granted to W. R. Randell and J. Scott. 
Applicant - Fred. E. Geyer, of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 11 February 1875. 
 
.............................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
26 December 1874. 
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Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, allotment 2 and part of allotment 5 of section 23. 
Applicants - Anne Felgate, Robert Felgate, and William Richardson, of Wentworth. 
Title, how claimed - Devisees of the will of Ebenezer Felgate. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 31 December 1874. 
 
.............................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
12 Jan 1878. 
 
Proprietor by transmission: 
 
Property. 
Town of Wentworth, allotment 3 of section 27. 
Applicant - William Gunn of Wentworth. 
Title claimed - Administrator of estate of Thomas Shine, deceased. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodge - 17 Jan 1878. 
................................... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
7 October 1878. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 2 roods, allotment 11 of section 6, granted to John Davie. 
Applicants - Emma Sophia Davie, David Murray and David Fowler, all of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 13 December 1878. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 2 roods, allotment 12 of section 6, granted to John Davie. 
Applicants - Emma Sophia Davie, David Murray and David Fowler, all of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 13 December 1878. 
[In SMH of 2 Nov 1878 address for Murray is Adelaide and Fowler is Adelaide.] 
 
............................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
3 August 1878. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth,  32 1/2 perches, allotment 11 of section 23A, granted to G. M. Perry. 
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Applicant - William James Holding of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 September 1878. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood 10 perches, allotment 13 of section 22, granted to G. M. Perry. 
Applicant - William James Holding of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 September 1878. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 12 of section 22, granted to G. M. Perry. 
Applicant - William James Holding of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 September 1878. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 3 roods 22 perches, allotment 4 of section 1, granted to G. M. Perry. 
Applicant - William James Holding of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 12 September 1878. 
 
................................. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
13 September 1879. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 2 roods, allotments 8 & 9 of section 7, granted to James Price. 
Applicant - William Schmidt of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 18 September 1879. 
 
.......................................... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
11 October 1879. 
 
Properties 
Town of Wentworth, Lots 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, of section 26. 
Applicants - Robert Felgate of Wilcannia; Anne Felgate of Connergee, and William Lyle 
Richardson of Wentworth. 
How title claimed - Executors and executrix of the will of Ebenezer Felgate. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 16 October 1879. 
 
...................................... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 
4 July 1885. 
 
Applications having been made to bring the land under the Real Property Act, Certificates of 
Title are to be issued: 
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Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 1 of section 6, granted to Dugald Fletcher. 
Applicant - Stephen Cole of Woodlands, near Port Elliot, South Australia. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 9 July 1885. 
 
 
................................ 
 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
23 July 1887. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 7 of section 28, granted to James Price. 
Applicant - Rebecca Price of Wentworth. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 28 July 1887. 
 
 
.................................... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
31 December 1887. 
 
Property 
Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 22 of section 28, granted to Joseph Lee. 
Applicant - Daniel Henry Cudmore of Avoca. 
Date up to which Caveats may be lodged - 5 January 1888. 
 
___________________ 
 
 

6 April 1860  National Education best for the Country areas. 
The National System of Education is best adapted for sparse population of the bush. ... Only in 
large towns can support Denominational Schools. 
 
Pastoral Times, 6 April 1860. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Apr 1860   Expensive Justice - witnesses from Wentworth to Goulburn. 
 
At the late sitting of the Goulburn Circuit Court, two men were charged with uttering a 
forgery, the offence being committed at Wentworth, on the extreme verge of the colony.  
 
Three witnesses were in attendance, and one of them stated that his journey extended over 
a distance of seventeen hundred miles - first from Wentworth to Adelaide, thence to 
Sydney, and from Sydney to Goulburn, and will cost by the time he reaches home three 
hundred pounds, to say nothing of loss of time. 
 
The expenses incurred by the other witnesses, it may be presumed, will be proportionate. 
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The milage paid by the country, though large, will not cover their necessary outlay. His Honor, 
the presiding judge, alluded to the circumstances, and recommended that one of the witnesses 
should have a personal interview with the Executive. 
 
Goulburn Herald, April 4. 
Maitland Mercury and Hunter River Advertiser, 12 Apr 1860. 
 
_____________________________________ 
 

15 May 1860       Wentworth. 
 
From Wentworth Correspondent, 15 May 1860.  
Pastoral Times, 25 May 1860. 
 
The township presented last week rather an enlivening appearance of business when contrasted with the 
dulness (sic) which had settled upon us after our extraordinary land sale. The arrival and departure of the 
steamers Mooljewauke and Albury from the Murray's mouth, with their goods lining the banks of the river, 
gave a pleasant air of business to the township, but here, however, the goods, consisting chiefly of supplies for 
the stations on the Darling, must unfortunately remain for an indefinite period, as the river has not risen 
sufficiently to enable the steamers to complete their trips. Two attempts were made lately to reach Menindee, 
a township in embryo, about 180 miles up the Darling, and generally considered as the first stage from here, 
but they failed; indeed, judging from the appearances which the present season holds out, grave doubts may 
be entertained as to the river ...ing this winter. Very little rain has yet fallen this season in the district, yet the 
effects from that little have been such as to revive the drooping spirits of our settlers on the lower portion of 
the river, who suffered a great deal more from drought than their more fortunate brethren above Menindee. 
 
The cold weather has acted as a stimulus to the few who were fortunate enough, or whose purses were long 
enough, to obtain an allotment at the land sale. ... several slab houses have been erected, and others are in 
progress, or about to be put in hand. Now that bricks and lime of superior quality can be obtained at 
reasonable prices close to the township, no doubt many will take advantage of that circumstance, and thus 
produce a feeling of stability in the township, which can never be associated with canvas or slabs.  
 
I have been shown an exceedingly handsome and chaste design, one which will prove an ornament to the 
town, destined by the present proprietor of the Junction Inn to be erected as an hotel on his newly 
purchased ground. As tenders are out for the erection of a residence for a Presbyterian minister, I 
presume we will shortly have him taking up his abode amongst us.  
 
Having provided for their own spiritual welfare, the inhabitants would seem to have turned their attention to 
the obtaining of a suitable place of instruction for their children, as may be inferred from their calling for 
tenders for a building; this, I think, they ought to make of brick, that it may be in unison with others.  They 
will doubtless take a lesson and warning from the fracas that took place in your locality. I believe it is 
intended to place it in connection with the National Education Board ... Sydney, as a non-vested National 
School, ... reserving to themselves the use of the ... for any local purpose, while at the same time the managers 
will be bound to carry out the National System of Education intact. This is as it should be; that system is the 
only one adapted for outlying districts, where the population is sparse, and where the professors of the 
different denominations are nearly equal in numbers, no denominational school can possibly exist; this I am 
well assured is the case here, therefore Government aid will be a benefit to the school, and a boon to the 
neighbourhood.  
 
_______________________________________ 
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July 1860    Henry BURNE, Esquire, Police Magistrate, Wentworth.   
 
- appointed to be Police Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions at Wentworth. Gazetted 13 
July 1860. 
p.1319 Government Gazette 1860.  
 
1860 [Large notice] 
The Governor General, on the advice of his Executive Council, has been 
pleased to appoint Henry BURNE to be Magistrate of the Territory and its 
Dependencies. 
NSW Government Gazette, 1860, p.1790. 
 
Previously: 
Henry BURNE had been Acting Chief Constable for the District that included Binalong (his 
signature on document 12 Jan 1855). 
 And also Clerk of Petty Sessions at the same place (2 documents signed by him in Feb 1855). 
p.188, p.466 Government Gazette 1855. 
 
1864 Henry BURNE, Police Magistrate, Wentworth - Removed.  
July 1860  Appointed to Wentworth. 
1864  Removed. 
1867 To Araluen. 
 
MR HENRY BURNE, Police Magistrate. 
Appointment at Araluen; formerly of Wentworth. Details of his career. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Sat. 3 August 1867 p 6. 
 
The Speaker took the chair at twenty six minutes past 3 o'clock. 
 
               APPOINTMENT OF MR HENRY BURNE. 
Mr. MACPHERSON asked the Attorney-General, - 
1. Whether the Mr. Henry Burne appointed Police Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions at 
Araluen, is the person who was removed from the same offices at Wentworth by the former 
Martin administration? 
2. If so, for what reason was he removed, and on what grounds has he been re-instated? 
 
Mr. MARTIN said the gentleman referred to, Mr HENRY BURNE:  
May 1847 - Entered the public service as extra clerk in the Survey Office.  
January 1849 - Was appointed extra clerk in the Crown Lands Office.  
April 1857 - Was appointed as clerk of Petty Sessions at Binalong. 
August 1859 - Became a clerk in the Crown Law Department. 
July 1860 - Appointed by Mr. Cowper to be Police Magistrate at Wentworth. 
 
This office he held until July 1864, when he was removed from it for having shown 
ignorance of the duties by the illegal imprisonment of two persons. This course was 
advised by the Executive Council on the ground that it was necessary to protect persons in the 
remote interior from unlawful imprisonment at the hands of public officers, whether arising 
from ignorance or otherwise. The Council, however, considered the creditable manner in 
which Mr. Burne performed the duties of Clerk of Petty Sessions for some years, advised that 
he should be again employed in that capacity when a suitable opportunity occurred.  
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Mr. Burne made no application for re-employment until the early part of this year, when he 
was told by him (Mr. Martin) that his claim would be considered. When the office of Police 
Magistrate and Clerk of Petty Sessions at Araluen fell vacant he thought it expedient, without 
any application being made by Mr. Burne, or anyone else on his behalf, to recommend him for 
the appointment. He did so because he thought he had been sufficiently punished for the two 
mistakes referred to, that he was not likely again to fall into the like error, and that his long 
services were entitled to some recognition. 
 
 
Oct 1864  TESTIMONIAL to Henry Burne. 
HENRY BURNE, Esq., Wentworth, - 
W Mar 1861   Proposal from Wentworth for steam traction engine company. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 30 Mar 1861. 
We, the undersigned residents of Wentworth and the vicinity, beg your acceptance of the 
accompanying Testimonial, upon removal from the office of Police Magistrate of Wentworth. 
Your being so unexpectedly superseded has caused a general feeling of surprise, as in public 
life we have always esteemed you as an upright and just magistrate, and your private worth 
has secured the respect of all classes. 
 
With our best wishes for the happiness of Mrs Burne and yourself, we beg to subscribe 
ourselves, 
 
Yours, very faithfully, 
William Ross 
G. M. Perry 
J. J. Phelps 
H. Jamieson 
J. Crozier 
And others. 
Wentworth October 15. 
 
To the Rev. William Ross, and Messrs. Perry, Phelps, Jamieson, Crozier, and the other 
gentlemen signing the address. 
 
Gentlemen, - Allow me, on behalf of Mrs Burne and myself, to return you my warmest thanks 
for the kind address and handsome testimonial with which you have presented me. It is most 
gratifying to me to find that, whilst residing amongst you during the last four years as Police 
Magistrate, I have been fortunate enough to gain your confidence and esteem; and I beg to 
assure you that though my official connection with the district has ceased, I shall always feel a 
deep interest in its welfare and advancement; and should it be my destiny to continue as a 
resident amongst you, it would always afford me the greatest pleasure to be able in any way 
to assist in promoting the general interest of the community; and believe me to remain, 
                     Gentlemen, 
                     Yours, most sincerely, 
                     HENRY BURNE. 
Wentworth, 15 October 1864. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 Dec 1864. 
 
 
In the Transfer of Runs in the Darling District  in 1867 West Paringi Block A passed from 
Henry BURNE to A. McClymont. 
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Government Gazette, 1868, p.523. 
[North of Gol Gol. On the 1879 Map there are corners of 'Gal Gal', 'Outer Paringi', 'Paringi' and 
'Mallee Cliffs' between 'Paringi Block A' and the Murray River.] 
[Rusheen Craig March 2009] 
 
_______________ 
 
Jul 1860    Spirit Merchants for Current Year 1860. 
Supplementary Return  11 July 1860. 
 
Balranald* 
Sparkes, Cramsie, and Co. 
 
Bathurst 
James L. Alexander. 
 
Braidwood 
Alfred Chandler. 
 
Goulburn 
William Walker. 
 
Kiandra 
Charles Cowper jun.; J. Joseph and Co.; Davies, Alexander and Co.; Samuel Walker, Robinson 
and Tebutt, Benjamin Benjamin, S. Moses and Son, J. J. Wright. 
 
Mudgee 
Powell and Kellett. 
 
Wentworth 
Francis Cadell, Andrew McClymont. 
 
* This is the first wholesale spirit license ever procured in this township. For some years 
past attempts have continually been made to get Balranald gazetted as a place for wholesale 
licenses but from some unexplained reasons, until the present moment, no success has 
attended those attempts. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Aug 1860. 
 
_______________ 
 
Mar 1861   Proposal from Wentworth for steam traction engine company. 
 
We observe by one of our contemporaries that it has been proposed to start a company for the 
introduction of steam traction engines on the Lower Murray and Darling line of road. The 
movement has originated in Wentworth, and certainly speaks well for the pluck and 
enterprise of the undertakers. 
 
Wagga Wagga Express. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 30 Mar 1861. 
 
________________ 
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Mar 1861   Matters concerning the Price family of Wentworth. 
 
Death from diphtheria of youngest son of James Price of Wentworth. 
South Australian  Register, 13 Mar 1861. 
Death, at Wentworth, Darling Junction, of diphtheria, Frederick James Price, the youngest son 
of Mr. James Price, aged five weeks. 
 
Also  Jan 1866   Birth of a daughter. 
On 7th January at Wentworth, the wife of Mr. James Price, ironmonger, of a daughter. 
South Australian Register, 20 Jan 1866. 
 
Also  Oct 1868  Death of Charles Price, brother of James Price. 
Mr. Charles Price, brother of Mr. James Price, storekeeper of Wentworth, was a passenger by 
steamer which left Echuca on the 12th ult. for Wentworth. On the evening of that day Mr. 
Price jumped overboard. One of the deckhands jumped in after him, and got hold of him, but 
had to let him go in order to save his own life. Mr. Price had been suffering from aberation of 
the mind, and had been watched while on board, but managed when unobserved, to commit 
the fatal act. He had only been ten days in the colony from England, having arrived by the 
Lanarkshire, and was on his way to join his brother at Wentworth. 
Illustrated Australian News for Home Readers (Melbourne), 12 Oct 1868. 
 
Further on above event:-  
Death by drowning of Charles Price, near Echuca, River Murray, aged 29 years, brother of 
James Price, ironmonger, Wentworth. 
 
_________________ 
 
1860   Simon McDONALD - appointed as Chief Constable at Wentworth  
 
by the Justices of the Peace in Petty Sessions.  
 
Signed by : 
G. M. PERRY, J.P. 
E. B. SCOTT, J.P.  
John CROZIER, J.P. 
Notice of 4 Sep 1860. 
(p.1790 Government Gazette 1860) 
 
Simon McDONALD - appointed Inspector of Slaughter Houses in the District of Wentworth. 
Gazetted 28 Sep 1860. 
Signed by Henry BURNE. 
(p.1790 Government Gazette 1860) 
 
6 March, 1861. Bench of Magistrates at Wentworth have this day appointed Mr 
Simon McDONALD to be Bailiff of Small Debts Court at Wentworth. 
Signed by Henry BURNE, P.M., Police Office, Wentworth, 6 March, 1861. 
[NSW Government Gazette, 1861.] 
 
_______________ 
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Apr 1861    Border  Law.  
 
A thousand miles from a court for prisoner, constable and witnesses. 
 
Includes -   Wentworth's Constable threatens "chains" if residents on streets after 10 
p.m. and enters bedrooms of dwelling houses to impose silence upon inmates. 
 
South Australian Register, 10 Apr 1861. 
 
 Border Law. 
Wentworth is the name of a settlement situated in the corner where the boundaries of the 
three sister colonies meet on the River Murray, and is territorially a part of New South Wales, 
although five times further from Sydney than from Adelaide.  
 
... Their position constitutes the impossibility of a Government in a country like New South 
Wales efficiently protecting settlements more than fifteen hundred miles from the chief 
seat of authority. To have to send criminals  so great a distance - or even to Albury, the 
nearest Circuit Court - must in many cases cause the ends of justice to be defeated; whilst, 
judging from the report from the public meeting contained in our correspondent's letter, the 
settlers are also exposed to freaks of authority on the part of local constables and others, 
which would be impossible in a township more advantageously situated. 
 
The immediate cause of complaint, it seems, is the conduct of a "chief constable," who, 
according to statements made in a public meeting, lords it over the town like a Turkish 
bashaw. He threatens residents  with "chains" if they are seen on the streets after 10 
o'clock at night, and unceremoniously enters the bedrooms of dwelling houses to 
impose silence upon the inmates if they are talking louder than he considers fit. ... 
Memorial to be forwarded to nearest Bench of Magistrates, and the, if necessary, to Sydney. 
 
Occurences like this will explain the movement for separation which has recently  been taking 
place in some New South Wales townships on the Murray. A minor charge of stealing at 
Wentworth, it will seem, cannot be investigated at any nearer place than Albury, which is 
a thousand miles distant, and over the tedious journey prisoner, constable, and witnesses, 
must ALL drag their way before justice can be obtained. 
 
From this it is not surprising that such violations of law occur on the border as were noticed 
last session by Mr. Baker in the Legislative Council. Cattle-lifting, it appears from statements 
made, had become almost an institution in the country near Wentworth. Moss-trooping was 
revived in all its glory, and  border raids were committed with impunity. How this business is 
progressing at present we do not know. Perhaps the New South Wales Government sent the 
"chief constable" to put it down, in the same manner as the Lord Mayor of London, during the 
Gordon riots, sent an Alderman to "overawe the mob." But, whetehr or not, the attention of 
the Sydney authorities is evidently still wanted on the border, and we trust that the case now 
made public will have the effect of so arousing that attention as to prevent a recurrence of the 
despotic acts complained of by the settlers. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 10 Apr 1861. 
 
Distances to Albury relate to travel to and from that place from Wentworth (not the one way 
journey. (14 May 1861) 
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_________________ 
 
 
Sep 1860   MAIL 
 
Tenders called for the conveyance of Mail. 
From 1 Jan 1861. 
To and from Balranald and Wentworth via Euston, once a week. 
Gazetted 20 Sep 1860. 
[p.1779 Government Gazette 1860] 
 
__________________ 
 

1860    Establishment of a Post Office at Perry [Menindie]  
on the Darling River between Wentworth and Mount Murchison.  
Gazetted 27 Dec 1860. 
 
________________ 
 

1860   Notice looking for Edward Hunt, who had been living at Wentworth Junction in 
1860.  
 
Other details of his life given. 
 
Edward Hunt, son of the Rev. Thomas Maxwell Hunt, late of Oulton Vicarage, Ayisham, in the 
county of Norfolk, alias James Wood. Information respecting the death of the above named 
gentleman is required. 
 
He went out to Australia in 1857, and for two or three years was engaged in the situation as 
shepherd. In July 1860, being then in bad health, he was living at Wentworth Junction, 
Darling River, under the care of Mr. Cottier [sic - Cotter], a medical practioner at that 
township. 
 
He was last heard of in the January following (1861), when he was employed as shepherd by 
Mr. James Shadbolt, of Long Gully, near Sandhurst, Victoria, under the name of James Wood.  
 
Any person who can give the required information will be rewarded. Applications should be 
made to Messrs. E. and F. Bannister, London, England. 
 
Argus (Melbourne), 24 Sep 1872. 
 
_________________ 
 

1861     Wentworth: Races a failure. Need for a public hospital. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 4 Jan 1861. 
 
Wentworth Races turned out to be a miserable failure, partly owing to the supineness of 
the committee and partly to the bad faith of the stewards. 
 
Attempts have lately been made to interest the townspeople in having a public hospital. 
... admit much needed, when death occurs through want of a suitable residence and of medical 
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comforts, all deplore it and are loud in denunciation of a certain committee whom they accuse 
of misappropriating the money collected some three years ago which they allege was given 
for the purpose of erecting a public hospital. ... Prima facie evidence is against these 
allegations. 
 
- Another report of 10th December 1861 from the Wentworth correspondent that appears in 
the South Australian Register of Wednesday 18th Dec 1861 paints a different picture: 
The Wentworth annual races came off on Wednesday and Thursday last, and proved a very 
successful meeting. The race dinner and ball also passed off with great eclat. Although well 
looked after by our troop of police-constables, there was not a single individual who required 
their kind assistance.  
 
_______________________________________ 
 
1861 - 1880   Moneys received from Wentworth Electorate for sale of lands etc. 
 
1881 
Legislative Assembly. 
New South Wales. 
 
Wentworth Electorate. 
Moneys Received from Wentworth Electorate for sale of Land by auction, by conditional 
purchase, rent of lands, and "all other sources per year, from 1861 up to 31 Dec 1880." 
 
There were no rentals received until 1876. 
 
1861   £39-4-0 (Sale by Auction).    
1862   £303-18-4 (Sale by Auction). 
1863   £444-5-3 (Sale by Auction). 
1864   £131-14-10 (Sale by Auction);  £186-6-0 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1865   £360-19-7 (Sale by Auction);  £290-15-1 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1866   £1,954-9-9 (Sale by Auction);  £472-3-0 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1867   ...... 
1868   £34-0-2 (Sale by Auction);  £1,679-6-0 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1869   £320-0-0  (In virtue of Improvements). 
1870   £218-0-0 (Sale by Auction);  £218-0-0 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1871   £12-0-0 (Sale by Auction);  £1,608-0-0 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1872   £4-10-11 (Sale by Auction);  £224-19-7 (In virtue of Improvements). 
1873   £24-19-9 (Sale by Auction). 
1874   £640-0-0 (After Auction); £110-0-0 (In virtue of Improvements).  
1875   £371-0-0 (Sale by Auction);  £298-0-0 (After Auction); £610-0-0 (In virtue of 
Improvements).  
1876   £1,961-0-2 (Sale by Auction);  £58-5-0 (Rent of Pre-leases); £830-0-0  (In virtue of 
Improvements). 
1877   £13,430-10-0 (Sale by Auction); £101-6-8 (Rent of Pre-leases); £1,090-0-0 (In virtue of 
Improvements). 
1878   £3,888-14-4 (Sale by Auction); £124-16-9 (Rent of Pre-leases); £1,873-0-0 (In virtue of 
Improvements). 
1879   £21,939-7-5 (Sale by Auction); £167-5-0 (Rent of Pre-leases); £3,508-7-3 (In virtue of 
Improvements). 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 175 

1880   £33,250-7-6 (Sale by Auction); £338-13-6 (Rent of Pre-leases); £12,078-16-3  (In virtue 
of Improvements). 
 
Total amount from Sales by Auction   £78,369-11-0. 
Total amount from Sales after Auction   £938-0-0. 
Total amount from Rent of Pre-leases   £790-6-11. 
Total amount in virtue of Improvements   £26,099-13-2. 
 
[Government Gazette 1881.] 
 
_________________ 
 
1861     Spirit Merchants' Licenses for Wentworth and Hay. 
 
Wentworth Licensing District. 
A McClymont. 
Randall (sic) and Scott. 
Francis Cadell. 
 
Hay Licensing District. 
Randall and Scott. 
Francis Cadell. 
[Government Gazette 1861 Book 1  p.357] 
 
_________________ 
 

Jan 1861  Deaths at Menindee and at Bagot's station. 
 
The Wentworth correspondent of the South Australian Register, in a letter dated 8th inst., 
says:- 
 
Two men have been found dead in the bush near Menindee, one of them nearly eaten 
away by wild dogs.  
 
There has also been a man found dead on Mr Bagot's station. He appeared to have died in 
his bed, as he was found lying on his blankets, having spread them out and formed a pillow of 
some new clothes, which it is supposed he bought in Wentworth. He is supposed to have been 
dead about 10 or 12 days. It is a fortnight since he was last seen alive, and then he appeared 
to be in good health. His dog was found near his remains. He was not known here, except as a 
person travelling past in search of employment. 
 
South Australian Register, 16 Jan 1861.  
 
__________________ 
 
1861   Wentworth Meetings concerning and letters of objection against Chief Constable 
Simon McDonald. 
  
McDonell writes against the character and actions of Chief Constable Simon McDonald 
of Wentworth. 
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10 May 1861, Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph. 
Open Column. 
Wentworth People and the Wentworth Police. 
To the Editor of the Pastoral Times. 
 
Sir, - As the columns of your paper are the only available means at present whereby I can clear 
myself of the unmerited aspersions caste on me and others by the Magisterial Bench at 
Wentworth, I crave permission to lay before you my case, premising, however that the 
inhabitants  of the township have already assured us of their cordial sympathy, and have 
heartily condemned the vain attempt of those Soi-distant gentlemen to caste a slur on our 
characters. 
 
From the first appearance of the Chief Constable, Simon McDonald, to the present moment, 
there has been gradually arising in the mind of the public a conviction that he is totally unfit 
to hold such a responsible office. His manner is harsh, and overbearing to one class and 
sycophantish to another; and if you join ignorance and self esteem to an extremely excitable 
temper, you will have the man's character. The consequence of such a combination of 
individual characteristics must naturally be a continual overstepping of the limits of duty as a 
constable. 
 
The inhabitants felt it necessary to declare that such was the case with the C.C. by holding the 
public meeting and memorialising the Bench. The meeting was numerously and respectably 
attended; but the Bench declined to entertain the memorial on the ground that the proper 
course had not been pursued, and characterising the meeting as being both superfluous and 
ridiculous, cautioned the supporters to be careful. 
 
As it became painfully evident to the Committee that the Bench was resolved to uphold the 
C.C. at all hazards, they resolved to memorialise the Government, requesting a swift 
investigation. Pending the execution of this, a most flagrant act of interference occurred on the 
part of the C.C.; and considering the case to be very gross, and also calling to mind that he had 
frequently asserted that he could legally break open, after 10 o'clock pm, the door of any 
private residence, wherein any amusement was being carried on, if he considered it a 
nuisance, I went to the Bench and inquired if the Law was such that it permitted a constable to 
interfere at the hour of 10 o'clock with a private party innocently enjoying themselves with a 
dance on their own ground. The C.C. immediately asserted all at the party were drunk and 
disorderly, to the annoyance of their neighbours. To this I at once gave a firm denial, because 
I lived not ten yards from the party, heard everything, and immediately went out to them on 
the constable's interference and requested them to continue their dancing; this however they 
did not do. I offered to bring forward all the neighbours and all the male portion of the party 
to contradict on oath the constable's statement, over and above the fact that several persons 
in the Court offered to the Bench to swear to its correctness. But no! I then showed to Mr 
Burne that the evidence of the constables (3) being only, as they had stated in their opinion, 
inferred from viewing the party from a distance of some 30 yards off, could not be placed in 
the balance for a single moment against positive testimony of more than twenty individuals at 
least as respectable, if not more so, than the C.C.. Mr Burne however persisted in declaring in 
favour of the C.C. because he also heard, 'early in the morning', a good deal of noise; and with 
which specimen of magisterial acumen I and the others had to be content. 
 
It was ten resolved to test the sincerity of a remark Mr Burne was constantly making, viz. - 
that he would be glad if any one felt aggrieved by the conduct of the C.C. would come forward 
and lay his complaint; and this was done by the person who gave the party requesting a 
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summons from the Bench against MacDonald (sic) for defamation of character. No one was 
surprised when Mr Burne refused to grant it when they were made aware of his statement 
that he had heard the case the previous day, and that he considered it to be exceedingly 
trifling; he observed further that he would believe the constable's statement, and would 
likewise order him to be more strict. 
 
Another meeting, therefore, was called that evening, for the purpose of expediting the 
memorial, and which was conducted in a most orderly and decorous manner. 
 
This was on Monday last, and on Wednesday afternoon I had to accompany a constable to the 
Court-house, he having intimated to me that the Bench (Messrs Perry, Burne and Fletcher), 
wished to see me. On arrival I was ordered, along with two other respectable fellow-
townsmen, to stand forward, and was informed that they had summoned up 'ministerially', 
not 'judicially', in order to administer a caution to us as the ringleaders of disorderly meetings. 
They then read an extract from an Act anent riotous assemblies, which in their opinion 
justified their procedure. As regards the object of the meetings, they were compelled to admit 
the Act did not refer to them. They, previous to cautioning us, made not the slightest attempt 
to prove the meetings were disorderly or that we were ringleaders. No! Everything was taken 
for granted; we were publically branded as agitators, our character and position in society 
were attempted to be blighted; we were told the punishment due to our dupes would be 
visited on our heads if we did not cease holding such meetings; we were likewise told that the 
inhabitants of Wentworth were 'rubbish', and that 'there was not one respectable person on 
it.' 
 
The Bench seemed to act on the good old Dutch maxim - punishment was first accorded, and 
then we were graciously accorded a hearing. It was only upon the assumptions being 
repeatedly declared false that they ventured to call upon their protege, who, strange to say, 
admitted he had not been present at the meeting, but had been informed that the meeting 
intended to take the law into its own hands! This was brought forward as their proof and 
groundwork for their accusation against three men to the full as respectable as themselves - 
unless we chose to accept the individual opinions of the Bench. 
 
It was offered to bring forward a cloud of witnesses against the statement of the constable and 
the arbitrary opinion of the Bench, but the witnesses were at once declared to be rubbish! 
 
I find that I have already greatly exceeded and entrenched on your valuable space, I will, 
therefore, reserve my conclusions and comments until next issue, simply observing that I have 
stated 'the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth;' and that for the conduct of the 
constable nearly all on the township are ready to take their oath as to the truth of my 
statements, and the remarks of the Bench and their actions anent the matter can and will be 
sworn to by at least half-a-dozen good and true men. 
 
I am, &c., 
G. McDONELL. 
Wentworth 27th April 1861.  
 
[My Comment: Simon McDonald had only been appointed as Chief Constable at Wentworth in 
September 1860. 
Rusheen Craig     March 2008.] 
 
_______________________________________ 
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Jul 1861 & 1862   Moorna land for sale. 
 
To be offered for sale on 31 August 1861 MOORNA land sale: 
County of Tara, Parish of Moorna. 
 
LOTS.  
At the village of Moorna, on the right bank of the Murray River, about 16 miles below 
Wentworth. 
Four lots - varying in size from 1 acre 2 roods 12 perches to 1 acre 3 roods 30 perches. 
Section 5 - allotments 2 to 5. 
Upset price of £4 per acre. 
 
 
TOWN LOTS. 
In the village of Moorna, on the right bank of the Murray River, about 16 miles below 
Wentworth. 
20 lots - varying in size from 2 roods to 1 acre 1 rood 33 perches. 
Town section [written as 3 but should be 1] - allotments 1, 2, & 3. 
Town section 2 - allotments 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8. 
Town section 3 - allotments 1, 4, 6, 7 & 10. 
Town section 4 - allotments 1, 2, 3, and 8, 9, & 10. 
 
See Government Gazette, No. 168. 
Sydney Morning Herald  20 July 1861. 
 
....................... 
 
 
To be offered for sale on 29 Dec 1862 MOORNA land sale. At the Wentworth Police Station: 
County of Tara, Parish of Moorna. 
 
SUBURBAN LOTS.  
At the village of Moorna, on the right bank of the Murray River, about 16 miles below 
Wentworth. 
Four lots - varying in size from 1 acre 2 roods 12 perches to 1 acre 3 roods 30 perches. 
Suburban  section 5 - allotments 2 to 5. 
Upset price of £4 per acre. 
 
TOWN LOTS. 
In the village of Moorna, on the right bank of the Murray River, about 16 miles below 
Wentworth. 
47 lots - varying in size from 2 roods to 1 acre 1 rood 33 perches. 
Town section 1 - allotments 1, 2, & 3. 
Town section 2 - allotments 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8. 
Town section 3 - allotments 1, 4, 6, 7, & 10. 
Town section 4 - allotments 1, 2, 3, and 8, 9, & 10. 
Town section 7 - allotments 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8 [ or 3 to 6]. 
Town section 9 - allotments 1, 2, & 3 and 8, 9 & 10. 
Town section 10 - allotments 2, 3, 5, 6, & 7. 
Upset price of £8 per acre. 
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See Government Gazette, No. 208. 
Sydney Morning Herald  22 Nov 1862. 
 
_______________ 
 
May 1861   Birth of son to wife of George Murray Perry, at Neilpo. 
 
BIRTH: PERRY - On the 5th May, at Neilpo, River Murray, the wife of George Murray Perry, 
Esq., of a son. 
[Neilpo was at the Junction of the Darling and Murray Rivers.] 
 
Empire (Sydney),  22 May 1861. 
 
DEATH: PERRY - On 1st December 1861, George Murray, eldest son of G. M. Perry, Esq., 
Neilpo, River Murray, aged one year and ten months. 
[b. c Feb 1859] 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 11 Dec 1861. 
 
_____________________ 
 

Aug 1861   Tenders called for Wentworth Court and Watch House. 
Dept of Public Works. 
Tenders called for Wentworth Court and Watch House. 
To be received by 20 Aug 1861. 
Sydney Morning Herald  10 Aug 1861. 
 
____________________ 
 

Chief Constable McDonald has horse of man believed drowned.  
 
In possession of Wentworth Police since 19 Dec 1860 a horse of a man named John Harding 
supposed to have been drowned. 
 
The horse was found in the River Murray close to Wentworth. 
 
Police Magistrate Simon McDonald 
Chief Constable   12 Aug 1861. 
 
12 Aug 1861, Government Gazette 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 1861 Hotels at Wentworth. 
 
[Maud Crang, Maud's 2nd Book of Houses, 2006] 
Wentworth ... can now boast several fine buildings among which are two excellent hotels 
built of brick with galvanized roofs. The first was opened three months ago, and the second is 
advertised to be opened on 1st July (1861). 
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          .................... 
 
This would mean that the first hotel that opened three months before ie March 1861 would 
be Thomas McGeorge's unnamed hotel which is simply referred to as the New Brick Hotel. 
This hotel is still unnamed three months later when the ad is still appearing in the newspaper 
(See below). 
 
The second hotel mentioned would be William Gunn's Crown Hotel that is advertised as 
being open on 8th July 1861 (See below) 
South Australian Register 1861. 
[Rusheen Craig, March 2008]  
 
 
29 March 1861 & 5 July 1861.  Paid advertisements. 
[Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph] 
 
THOMAS McGEORGE. 
Begs to return his sincere thanks to the Gentry and residents of Wentworth and the Darling 
and Murray Rivers, to his numerous friends and to the public generally, for the liberal 
patronage he has enjoyed during the last three years, and to inform them that he has 
completed his 
NEW BRICK HOTEL 
which is now open for the reception of visitors. 
T.M. begs to assure his friends, patrons, and the public generally, that he has spared no 
expense to render his new establishment replete with every convenience for the carrying on 
of an extensive wholesale and retail business. 
 
The New House contains private sitting rooms for families, commercial room, bed rooms, and 
large dining room, all well ventilated. 
A roomy and well aired 8-stall 
STABLE 
with commodious coach house, harness room and groom's room is now in the course of 
erection. 
 
THE WINES, SPIRITS, 
and other liquors, have all been obtained from the first houses in Adelaide, and the proprietor 
trusts that his new hotel will be found in every respect worthy of the patronage of all classes 
of visitors. 
 
 
19 July 1861.  Paid advertisements. 
[Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph] 
 
CROWN HOTEL. 
WENTWORTH 
WILLIAM GUNN, late of the Crown Inn, Truro, begs to intimate to settlers and residents of the 
Murray and Darling Rivers and surrounding districts that his 
NEW HOTEL 
is now completed, and that they will find it well stocked with the best description of 
everything suitable for rendering it a  
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FIRST CLASS HOTEL 
W.G. previous to leaving South Australia, as a guarantee to quality PERSONALLY SELECTED a 
large stock of 
 
WINES, SPIRITS, &c.,  
from the best houses in Adelaide. 
 
In connection with his large roomy and well ventilated 
STABLE 
 
W.G. has made arrangements for a constant supply of Hay and Corn from his farm in Truro, 
South Australia. 
 
Those who may honour him with their patronage will find W.G.'s long experience in the trade, 
that nothing will be wanting to render his hotel a comfortable home during their sojourn at 
Wentworth. 
 
Wentworth, July 8th, 1861. 
 
_______________ 
22 Feb 1861   Wentworth. 
Our Police Magistrate, Mr Burne, is now daily expected from Melbourne whence he had 
gone to bring his family, having purchased a suitable residence for them adjoining the 
township. 
 
8 March 1861: Wentworth. 
Mr Burne, our Police Magistrate, and Messrs Perry and Fletcher, J.P.s, have returned to 
the district; so that we are once more supplied with a local court. 
(Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph) 
 
________________ 
 
Jul 1861  Wentworth, Darling Junction.   
 
(From our own Correspondent) 16 July 1861. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 24 July 1861. 
 
During the last fortnight or three weeks we have been favored with an unusual fall of constant 
rains, which was much required, and has wonderfully improved the state of this dry and 
parched up country, and has made the grass spring up very abundantly already, and now 
there is every appearance of more rains. Old residents say that there have not been such rains 
for five or six years. The squatters will have a first-rate season, which I hope will tend to the 
improvements of trade in the township. 
 
The Rivers Darling, Murray and Murrumbidgee are still rising, and likely to continue high for 
some time. 
 
The steamers Lady Augusta, Gemini, and Moolgewanke, are up the Murrumbidgee. The 
Albury and Wakool; (Cadell's line) are daily expected, with a full cargo for the upper rivers. 
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No further news of Burke. Two camels have come to the Darling; one to Weinteriga 
(Sandland's), about 30 miles above Menindie; the other to Mount Murchison (Messrs. 
Jamieson's), about 100 miles from Menindie. It was not ascertained when the mail left 
whether these were two that Mr. Burke took out with him, as there were two camels lost near 
Cooper's Creek, before Burke left, but as they came in to the river a distance of 70 miles apart, 
the general impression is that they are two of Mr. Burke's. We shall not be able to say for 
certain before next mail. 
 
Business in the township remarkably quiet. 
 
___________________ 
 
Apr 1861  Complaints against Constable; Preeble killed. 
 
RIVER DARLING. 
(From our own Correspondent) 
30 April. 
[South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 8 May 1861.] 
 
Nothing of importance have occurred since my last writing, excepting some grievances against 
the police force, who I must say are far exceeding their duty, more especially the Chief-
Constable, who does not seem to understand his position, nor acquainted with the duties of 
his office. 
 
The Darling is falling fast by latest up river accounts. The Murrumbidgee, I believe, has 
commenced rising; the two steamers, Bozan and Gemini, have been stuck up the latter river 
for some time, but may be expected soon, if there is any rise. The S.A. snag steamer, which has 
been lying just below this for nearly six months, has just received orders to clear the Darling; 
she will, I believe, commence operations in about a week. 
 
Rain is still much wanted, although we had a fall about a fortnight since. 
 
A sad accident happened on Sunday week last, to a man named Samuel Preeble, who was 
employed in digging a cellar; he was undermining, and did not put sufficient support to keep 
the top earth up, a large quantity came down and crushed him so severely that he only lived 
for about an hour. Although Dr. Renner was in immediate attendance, nothing could be done 
for the poor fellow.   
 
___________________ 
  
 
1861  McMahon's case for serving liquor to an aboriginal is dismissed. 
 
James McMahon, who was committed at Wentworth some time in May last, for treating a 
black with liquor, and who has been in the lock-up here since 6 June was discharged 
yesterday; the rule for prohibition, granted on the 25th of that month, being made absolute on 
Tuesday. Mr James of Deniliquin was his attorney. 
[Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 2 Aug 1861] 
 
[Series of Events as I read them from the above: 
May 1861 - McMahon was charged in Wentworth area of supplying liquor to an aborigine. 
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6 June 1861 - McMahon put into the Lock-up at Deniliquin. 
25 June 1861 - The law concerning sale of liquor to aborigines becomes absolute. 
1 June 1861 - McMahon's attorney, Mr James of Deniliquin, gets McMahon discharged on a 
technicality because McMahon had been charged under a law that had not become absolute.] 
 
My incidental comment: 
I'll not attempt to comment on the main issue raised by the above item. However as a 
comparatively very minor point being raised in the article - this might indicate that James 
McMahon was the licensee of a hotel in Wentworth in 1861. Normally we associate Charles 
McMahon with early Wentworth.  
 
[In the same issue of the newspaper. Included to show a view held at that time of the best way 
to help Aboriginal half-caste children] 
August 1861   Half-caste Children. 
We notice several fine specimens of these unfortunates among the tribes in the 
neighbourhood of Deniliquin. As the boys are seldom permitted to live to manhood, it seems a 
pity that some effort is not made to protect and civilise them. There is ample room here for 
the philanthropist. The aboriginals are fast passing away, could nothing be done for the half-
castes? 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph, 2 Aug 1861. 
 
__________________ 
 
Sep 1861  Wentworth Floods. 
 
From Adelaide and Sydney we have files to the 18th instant. The former contains no news 
beyond the fact that the Murray was in high flood, and at Wentworth had overflowed its 
banks, and placed a considerable portion of the township under water. 
The Argus, Melbourne, 23 September 1861 p.5. 
 
_________________________ 
 
Nov 1861  Shocking accident on board the Darling River steamer kills Mrs Cutter. 
 
[Rusheen Craig, Jan 2012] 
 
A shocking accident has occurred on board one of the Darling River steamers. It appears that 
on Saturday, November 16, the Lady Augusta left Wentworth, Darling Junction, on a voyage up 
the Darling, Dr. Barry Cutter and Mrs Cutter being passengers on board, they intending to 
stay at Menindie, where the doctor was about commencing to practice his profession. 
 
On Monday, the 18th, soon after passing Polia station (Mr. McLean's),  Mrs. Cutter was 
passing to the cabin, and, in stepping over the main shaft of the engine, her clothes by 
some means got entangled, and she was, as a matter of course, drawn around with the 
shaft. Her screams attracted the attention of the engineer, who immediately stopped the 
engines just as she was being drawn between the deck and the main-shaft. The engineer, 
seeing her position, gave the engine half a turn astern, which caused the shaft to revolve 
backwards, when the unfortunate woman was extricated: but she received such injuries that 
she died the same evening, after suffering several hours' most excruciating pain. 
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One of the men said that he saw the woman taken round the shaft twice, and when extricated 
was going around for the third time. The engines   
are horizontal, and work on deck, and any person having to pass from one end of the ship to 
the other is compelled to pass over this shaft,   
which for ladies is at all times very dangerous. 
 
The Courier, Brisbane, 17 December 1861. 
 
The South Australian Register of 7 Dec 1861 reported the above as "the wife of Dr. Barry 
Cotter, formerly of Gawler Town." 
 
My comment: Many readers of this article (including myself) thought that it pertained to Dr. 
& Mrs Barry Cotter (rather than Cutter) and many messages of sympathy flowed in.  Barry 
Cotter had been the Wentworth doctor with a very interesting  past. He did indeed go to 
Menindie (Menindee) to take up the Publican's License of a hotel and was later charged with 
keeping a Disorderly House. So widespread was the misunderstanding about the name that a 
clarification appeared in the Argus on 7 Dec 1861: 
 
Mrs. Barry Cotter. 
To the Editor of the Argus. 
 
Sir, - In the column of this morning's Argus I read an account of the fearful death of a female 
on board the steamer Lady Augusta while on her passage from the Junction to Menindie. As 
there is great similarity of name to one of the first settlers in this colony, and such will cause 
deep distress to many friends at a distance, I beg, through the medium of your valuable paper, 
to intimate that the lady married to Dr. Barry Cotter in Melbourne, January, 1838, is not 
the victim of so horrible a fate, but still resides in Melbourne with her family. 
 
Dec. 6             Yours, &c.,    A Friend. 
 
___________________ 
 
 
Dr. Barry Cotter, Doctor and Town Landholder in Early Wentworth. 
Rusheen Craig   July 2009 & Feb 2012. 
In Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) 
- 1809   Born "Flintfield", Co. Cork, Ireland.  
His parents were Barry Cotter, a magistrate, and Elizabeth Hayes. 
[ "While I live I Hope". The Story of Barry Cotter L.F.P.S.G. Copy held by Wentworth Historical 
Society. I have only seen the first section of this work.] 
 
- 1830-1835   Campbelltown, VDL (Tasmania).  
7 Nov 1830   Arrived Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) on "Juno".  
 ["While I live I Hope". The Story of Barry Cotter L.F.P.S.G. Copy held by Wentworth Historical 
Society.]  
 
- 1830-1835   Assistant Colonial Surgeon, Campbell Town, Van Diemen's Land. 
He resigned, or was possibly dismissed, from this position. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index] 
   
- Apr 1832   Cotter's horse in Oatlands Meeting. 
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13 races over two days. 
Match: Twenty Sovereigns. Heats, two miles. Gentlemen riders. 
Dr. Cotter's Pet .......... 1     1 
Mr. J. W. Murdoch's Barrister ........ 2     2. 
[Colonial Times (Hobart, Tas.) 2 May 1832.] 
 
- Some time between 1831 and 1837 Grant of Land to Dr. Cotter in Van Diemen's Land. 
In 1831 Lord Ripon instructed that there should be no more grants of land. However since 
1831 there have been several instances of land grants [in Van Diemen's Land] by 1837: 
Mr. Mann - 2,560 acres; a good deal of capital; settled in Launceston. Mr. Thomas Scott; Mr. 
Burnley; Mr. Seymour; Mr. McHane; Mr. Montz; Two Hamiltons; One Willis; DR. COTTER; Captain 
Forster, nephew of Colonel Arthur; two McLeods; Mr. Walker; Edward Archer; Mr. Friend; Mr. 
Davis; Mr. John Walker; Mr. Sams George. 
[Colonial Times (Hobart) 21 Feb 1837.] 
 
 

One of Port Phillip's (Victoria's) Earliest Settlers. 
11 Nov 1835  Dr Barry Cotter came across to the Port Phillip area about the time that Batman 
and Fawkner were founding the settlement that was to become Melbourne. 
 
9 Nov 1835   Dr Barry Cotter with Batman brought 500 sheep for members of the Port Phillip 
Association. 
["Victoria before 1840", Elizabeth Janson.] 
 
Or - Arrived with John Batman's party on Nov 6, 1835 on "Norval". 
He came to 'Melbourne' as storekeeper and medical officer with the Port Phillip Association. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
 
Putting Dr. Cotter's time in Port Phillip in context. 
Review of Labilliere's "Early History of Victoria" 1878. 
 By F. P. Labilliere; London, Sampson Low and Co. 
Mr F. P. Labilliere is a native of Victoria, and a son of one of its early colonists. A member of 
the English bar, and practising in the mother country, he continues to retain a warm affection 
for the land of his birth, and has taken an active personal interest in every movement 
calculated to consolidate the empire and to bring about its organic unity. Some years ago as 
we learn from his introduction to the work before us he devoted himself to the collection of 
materials for the Early History of Victoria. He applied to the Admiralty, and obtained 
permission to inspect tho log of the Lord Nelson, the vessel in which Lieutenant Murray 
discovered Port Phillip Bay. The interesting character of this document induced him to ask the 
Colonial Office for leave to examine its papers amounting to several hundred volumes from 
1788 downwards, preserved in the Record office. Here he found quite a mine of information 
relating to this part of Australia, including the whole of the papers and correspondence 
connected with the attempted formation of a settlement in Port Phillip by Colonel Collins in 
1803-4, and by Captains Wright and Wetherall at Western Port in 1826-7. "None of these 
papers," observes Mr Labilliere, "seem ever to have been printed; and I know of no published 
account of these attempts to colonise the territory of Victoria." 
 
Collins, we may add, established his encampment not far from what is now Sorrento, where 
there is no fresh water to be had, and reported in consequence, "I found Port Phillip wholly 
unfit for the settlement." His correspondence with Lord Hobart who was then Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and with Governor King in Sydney, is given in the first volume of the 
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book under notice; and it may interest some of our readers to know that the first white native 
of Victoria was bom as far back as 1803, and that the first marriage celebrated here occurred 
in the same year. 
 
It has been Mr. Labilliere's aim to narrate the history of the exploration and settlement of this 
colony in the language of those who performed the work. He has, so to speak, effaced himself 
in order to give practical effect to his own theory, namely that "history would be more 
accurate had those who made it been allowed  to state in their own way how they did so, 
instead of other people attempting to tell their story better for them." This is no doubt true 
but the generality of readers are very apt to consent to sacrifice a little accuracy for the sake 
of a brilliant narrative, and to condone the partialities and prejudices of a Macaulay, for 
example, in consideration of the charm of his style, and the dramatic power and 
picturesqueness of his descriptions of men and of events. 
 
Nevertheless, we are grateful to Mr. Labilliere for having adopted the method he has done, 
because the documents he quotes are of great interest and value; they aro inaccessible to the 
general reader; they bring us face to face with the adventurous voyagers and explorers who 
wrote them; and they enable us to see the country they explored with their eyes, as it were. 
Only 76 years have elapsed since the Heads were first entered by an English vessel, and yet so 
many events have been crowded into the interval that the incident seems to have receded 
back to a much earlier period. Indeed it is difficult to believe that there was a time in the 
century we are living in when the waters of the bay were an absolute solitude, when no white 
sail had gleamed across their blue expanse, and when the very existence of such a capacious 
harbour was unsuspected by navigators who had sailed along the southern shores of this 
continent. 
 
According to the log of Lieutenant Murray, Port Phillip Bay was discovered on the 5th January, 
1802, and first entered by Mr Bowen, first mate of the Lady Nelson, on the first or second of 
the following month. On his return he reported that a good channel had been found into what 
he described as "a most noble sheet of water, larger even than Western Port, with many fine 
coves and entrances in it, and the appearance and probability of rivers." Swans were so 
plentiful that the boat's crew lived on them all the time they were away. "It would be 
unpardonable in me," adds Lieut. Murray, "not to give this new harbour a strict overhaul." 
This he did on the 15th of February, and was delighted with the aspect of its southern shore. 
"In someplaces," he says, "it falls nothing short in beauty and appearance from Greenwich-
park. Away to the eastward, at the distance of about 20 miles, the land is mountainous. In 
particular there is one very high mountain, which in the meantime I named Arthur's Seat, 
from its resemblance to a mountain of that name a few miles from Edinburgh." On the day 
following the explorer took a walk inland, and compares the scenery to that of Blackheath and 
the neighbouring park. "If," he remarks with a prudent reservation, "we set out of question the 
houses and gardens of the latter. The hills and valleys rise and fall with inexpressible 
elegance." 
 
Soon afterwards he fell in with some natives, who were very friendly, but on the day 
following, when Bowen and the crew were on shore, they narrowly escaped being speared, 
and had to fire on their assailants in self-defence. Other excursions inland confirmed 
Lieutenant Murray's favourable impressions of the country; for he writes - "I found the soil 
invariably good, the ground almost clear, and the ranges of trees as regular as they are in 
general in parks, with fine, strong, short grass under foot." About two miles to the southward 
of Arthur's Seat he discovered a spring of water "as clear as crystal, lying from the beach 
about ten or a dozen yards, and plenty of it to water the grand fleet of England." As to swans, 
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the number of them which ho saw almost exceeded belief. On the 9th of March, 1802, he 
hoisted the Union Jack, discharged three vollies of small arms and artillery, took possession of 
the port in the name of George the Third, and served out a double allowance of grog in honour 
of the event. Two days afterwards the Lady Nelson sailed through the Heads on her return to 
Port Jackson, which she reached on the 24th of that month. 
 
The next to enter Port Phillip was Captain Flinders. This was on the 20th of April in the same 
year. Landing near Arthur's Seat, he ascended that eminence, and to his surprise found the 
port so extensive that even at this elevation, its boundary to the northward could not be 
distinguished. He bestowed upon Station Peak and Indented Head the names which they still 
bear. The Yarra is marked on his chart of the bay, but that was from information subsequently 
supplied to him by Mr Grimes, the surveyor-general of New South Wales, by whom it appeals 
to have been discovered in 1803. "It is an interesting fact," observes Mr Labilliere, "that one of 
the midshipmen of the lnvestigator (Captain Flinder's vessel), when she visited Port Phillip, 
afterwards became the famous Sir John Franklin."  
 
Governor King, in Sydney, was strongly of opinion that the newly-discovered country should 
be settled; and so sent Surveyor-General Grimes and Lieutenant Charles Robbins to walk 
round the harbour. Although they discovered the Yarra, and traced it up past the site of the 
present city of Melbourne, their report was wholly unfavourable. Then came Colonel Collins, 
acting under instructions from the Colonial Office, and he "made up his mind almost 
immediately upon his arrival at Port Phillip, if not before, that the settlement was to prove a 
failure." Writing Lord Hobart, he says:-" Every day's experience convinces me that it cannot 
nor ever will be resorted to by speculative men." To Governor King he sends word that the 
bay, "when viewed in a commercial light, is wholly unfit for a colonial establishment." Colonel 
Collins did not shine in prophecy. It is but right, however, to quote Mr Labilliere's remark in 
extenuation of the mistake he made:- "That the expeditions, both of Grimes and of Collins, 
acquired their experience of Port Phillip during the driest periods of the year, may, to some 
extent, account for their unfavourable description of the country." It led however, to the 
formation of a settlement on the banks of the Derwent, and to the colonisation of the island 
now known as Tasmania, while this colony thus escaped becoming a penal settlement. 
 
Mr. Labilliere is of opinion that Grimes was the first white man who ever went up Corio Bay 
and that Lieut. Tuckey was the second. The latter imagined that there was an inlet of the sea 
running in from somewhere near Cape Bridgewater to where Geelong now stands. The 
Calcutta, man-of-war, was the first large vessel that cast anchor in Hobson's Bay on the 21st of 
November, 1803. Tuckey, who published an account of the expedition two years afterwards in 
London, was also impelled to try his hand at prophecy, and in describing the abandonment of 
the attempt at settlement he wrote:- "The kangaroo seems to remain undisturbed lord of the 
soil - a dominion which by the evacuation of Port Phillip, he is likely to retain for ages." A Mrs. 
Hartley, however, who accompanied her husband, when Colonel Collins made the experiment, 
was charmed with the country; and writing to her sister, says - "My pen is not able to describe 
half the beauties of that delightful spot. We were four months there. Much to my mortification, 
as well as loss, we were obliged to abandon the settlement through the whim and caprice of 
the Lieutenant-Governor. ... Port Phillip is my favourite, and has my warmest wishes. During 
the time we were there 1 never felt one ache or pain, and I parted from it with more regret 
than I did my native land." 
 
Governor King still adhered to his opinion that a settlement should be formed here: but his 
death which occurred in 1808, frustrates the fulfilment of his purpose. In 1817 lieutenant 
Oxley, who had been directed by Governor Macquarie to explore the country through which 
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the Lachlan flows, with a view to ascertain the direction of the inland watershed of Australia 
towards this part of it, did not hesitate to make use of the following extraordinary language 
concerning it :- "We have demonstrated beyond the shadow of a doubt that no river whatever 
could fall into the sea between Cape Otway and Spencer's Gulf, at least none deriving their 
waters from the eastern coast, and that the country south of the parallel of 34 deg., and west 
of the meridian of 147deg. 30min. east, is uninhabitable and useless for all the purposes of 
civilised man." 
 
Worthless as this country was thus reputed to be, we find a Mr. T. R. Williams, of Whilwell, 
near Tenby, making a modest application to the Colonial Office for a free grant of the greater 
portion of the territory of Port Phillip, "together with all lands, waters, islands, islets, reefs, 
sandbanks, &c.," contained between 143deg. and 146deg. east longitude and 36deg. and 
39deg. south latitude.  Mr. Williams must have been a man of very extended views, but the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies was unsympathetic. 
 
We next come to Hume and Hovell's overland expedition undertaken in 1825, to an account of 
which, and to the dispute points which have arisen out of it, Mr. Labilliere devotes 
considerable space; but he seems to be unacquainted with a recent publication on this subject, 
which was noticed in these columns at the time of its appearance. His attempted settlement at 
Western Port, undertaken by Captains Wetherall and Wright, chiefly with a view to anticipate 
the French, who were supposed to meditate colonising that portion of Australia, and the 
abandonment of that attempt after a very short trial, furnish the material for a chapter in 
which it is pretty clearly shown that Governor Darling, who was then at the head of affairs in 
New South Wales, was not a colonising Governor, and that he had made up his mind that the 
Western Port settlement should not succeed. 
 
Sturt and Macleay's boat expedition down the Murray is described in due course, and the 
quotations from the despatches of the first of these adventurous explorers are highly 
interesting. Captain Sturt was a keen observer, deliberate and sagacious in his judgment, 
courageous without rashness, and was capable of describing what he saw in terse and graphic 
language. Speaking of the effects of a drought on animal as well as vegetable life, he says:- 
"The natives are wandering in the desert and it is melancholy to reflect on the necessity which 
obliges them to drink the stinking and loathsome water they do - birds sit gasping in the trees, 
and are quite thin - the wild dog prowls about in the daytime unable to avoid us, and is as lean 
as he can be in a living state - while minor vegetation is dead and the very trees are drooping." 
No one can read Sturt's published narrative of his exploit without fully concurring with the 
remark of Mr Labilliere that "for interest, adventure, peril, and difficulties manfully overcome, 
the expedition down the Murray could not be easily excelled," while the admirable tact and 
temper of the explorer cannot be too highly praised. 
 
It was Major Mitchell, however, who first ascertained and made public the real character of 
this part of the Australian continent, and who was, therefore, the real pioneer of pastoral 
settlement in the interior of the country then known as Port Phillip, although when he 
reached Portland, after having crossed the country from the Murray, he found that the Messrs. 
Henty had already formed a whaling and farming establishment on the shores of Portland 
Bay. In concluding a letter to the Colonial Secretary, which was covered by a despatch from 
Governor Bourke, dated the 15th of November 1836, Major Mitchell says :- "Besides 
establishing the fact of the identity of the Upper and Lower Darling, it has been in my power, 
under the protection of Providence, to explore the vast natural resources of a region more 
extensive than Great Britain, equally rich in point of soil, and which now lies ready for the 
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plough in many parts, as if specially prepared by the Creator for the industrious hands of 
Englishmen." He it was who gave it tho name of Australia Felix. 
 
But at this very time, although Major Mitchell was unaware of the fact, the plough of John 
Pascoe Fawkner had been at work on the banks of the Yarra, and the first harvest of wheat - a 
hundred bushels - had been gathered in during the month of January 1836. The appearance of 
the place at the end of the year 1835 is thus described in the earliest pamphlet published in 
the colony, written by Mr. Arden the editor of the Port Phillip Gazette : 
 
" The settlement was composed of two weatherboarded huts, with brick chimneys, and 
eight or ten sod erections, occupied by Dr. Cotter, the superintendent, and others, the 
servants of the association. The sum total of the population could not have exceeded fifty." 
The same writer also describes the aspect of Melbourne in 1838, when " it presented more the 
appearance of the villages he had seen in India - a nucleus of huts embowered in the forest 
foliage, and peering at itself in the river stream that laved the thresholds of its tenements - 
than any collection of buildings formed by European hands. . . . A small square wooden 
building, with an old ship's bell suspended from a most defamatory-looking gallows-like 
structure, fulfilled the duty of church or chapel to the various religious denominations, 
whence, however, the solemn voice of prayer and praise, sounding over the yet wild country, 
had an effect the most interesting and impressive." Mr. Arden likewise gives us a pleasant 
glimpse of Melbourne in 1840:- "The principal part of the town, he says, "is laid out in a low 
fertile valley, the rich soil of which, extending back with a gentle slope from the riverbanks, 
affords a fine material for the numerous gardens which are attached to several houses of the 
place. The extreme ends of the town are carried over two rising and picturesque eminences, 
and the whole situated, as it were, on the verge of a beautiful park, the grounds and the 
scenery in the suburbs partaking in a manner most pleasing to English recollections of all the 
quiet subdued interest of an old English domain." 
 
From this point Mr. Labilliere carries on the early history of the colony to the institution of 
responsible government, and supplements his narrative by a chapter of personal 
reminiscences of an interesting character. As a documentary record of the discovery, 
exploration, and settlement of this portion of Australia, the book possesses an exceptional 
value, which will increase with the lapse of time; and we agree with its author in the opinion 
he expresses that, "What this work does for Victoria might well be done for the Australian 
colonies. It is time that all the documents bearing upon their history should be printed." When 
they are so, we trust they will reach the hands of editors and compilers as patient, 
painstaking, and zealous as Mr. Labilliere. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne, Vic.) 16 October 1878. 
 
 
Dr Cotter's House at Port Phillip.  
Round his weatherboard cottage there stand some three or four huts of sods, roofed over with 
withered grass. There dwell the servants whom Fawkner brought over. If we climb the hill 
another two or three hundred yards, we are beside the weatherboard cottage, where 
Dr. Cotter resides when not superintending the operations of the association. He has by 
this time three stations to attend to; for Captain Swanston has landed something like a 
thousand sheep, and Mr. Connolly and Mr. Solomon have both sent over small flocks, which at 
present are situated near the site of Essendon under the charge of shepherds, while Mr. 
Wedge and Mr. Simpson have also sent over a few, which are nibbling the short sweet grass of 
Hotham, and the slopes leading down to Batman's swamp. Round Dr. Cotter's house there are 
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half a dozen sod-built huts, occupied by Mr. Henry Batman and other employes of the 
association. Where we now stand on Batman's hill we can see the cultivated patch of Mr. 
Fawkner on the other side of the river, waving with yellow grain, or green with well-grown 
vegetables. Near it the formal lines are seen of the orchard he has planted. Over yonder, where 
now the St. Kilda road runs away to the south, a few sheep owned by Fawkner are ranging 
among the scrub. Half a dozen horses and some cattle wander up and down the slopes, which 
now are the streets of Melbourne; and such is the aspect of the town after it has been for 
three months the dwelling-place of Englishmen.  
[Plus SKETCH OF HIS COTTAGE.]  
http://www.australian-history.com/samplers/AU7002s.pdf 
 
His other Port Phillip Firsts  - Doctor, Dispensary, Horse Race, Duel, First meeting of the 
Melbourne Cup, Secretary and Treasurer of first Flemington Race Meeting.  
 
1835 Dr. Barry Cotter was Port Phillip's (Melbourne's) First practicing Doctor. 
Delivered the first white baby.  
 
1836   A second doctor, Alexander Thomas, took up the position of Chief Medical Officer on a 
salary of £200 a year. Two months later he resigned to take up land in Geelong. He was 
replaced briefly by Dr Cotter on 1 Jan 1837 and then by the Sydney Military Surgeon, Dr 
Patrick Green. 
 
8 July 1836   When some stores were ransacked and Franks and Flinders were missing, Dr 
Cotter along with Clark, George Sams, Armytage, Charles Wedge, Gellibrand - altogether 23 
people - were conscripted to help find out what has happened. They found that the two men 
have been killed by Aborigines. 
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/7458/pascoe_sample_chapter.pdf  
 
Aug 1836   Johnny Fawkner erected the Fawkner's Hotel at Bearbrass in Nov 1835. In Aug 
1836 he and his wife returned to Launceston for a spell, leaving their property in the care of 
two servants who handed the house-cum-hotel to George Smith and Dr Barry Cotter, who 
renamed it the Port Phillip Hotel and carried on business. When Fawkner returned in 1837 
he commenced a campaign of harassment to regain his property. He finally succeeded by 
taking over the front parlour by force and threshing his entire wheat crop therein, keeping the 
racket up day and night. 
 
Late 1830s   Dr Cotter opened the First Dispensary/Pharmacy in early Melbourne near the 
north-east corner of today's Queen and Collins Streets. 
http://www.psa.org.au/site.php?id=777 
 
 
10 Jan 1837   George Worthy testified he was a servant of Mr Batman and with David McGee 
and Joshua Castles were employed, without Mr Batman's approval, to wash sheep for Dr 
Cotter on Sunday and paid by being given a bottle of brandy. Dr Cotter was fined £5. 
http://www.geocities.com/vic1847/39/w.htm 
 
-  1837   Mr. Sutherland was our informant about a cannibal scene, when a party was after 
poor Mr. Gellibrand in 1837. The Barrabool tribe had captured an old man and a young girl 
belonging to the Lake Colac tribe, whom they had unjustly charged with the murder of their 
friend Gellibrand. The child was killed and roasted, and the fat employed for macassar oil. 
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Some of the warm flesh was laughingly offered to the Englishmen ; Dr. Cotter, we believe, 
brought away part of the thigh as an evidence of the fact. 
http://www.archive.org/stream/williambuckleywi00bonwiala/williambuckleywi00bonwiala
_djvu.txt 
 
For the story of Gellibrand see: 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gellibrand-joseph-tice-2088 
Also 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/8650054 
 
 
8 Feb 1837   First Horse Race in Victoria was held on flats beside 'She Oak Hill', the site of 
today's Spencer Street Station. This was just four weeks before Governor Bourke visited to 
bestow on the village the name of the British Prime Minister of the day, Lord Melbourne. Only 
one race was held. This was between horses owned by Dr Cotter and Mr Brown with Mr 
Brown's horse winning. Most of the settlement's population of 200 people turned out to see 
the contest. Further races were held on this site on 6th and 7th March 1838 and on 15th and 
16th March 1839. It was not until 1840 that the Race Meeting was moved to the present 
Flemington site.  
 
 
15 Jan 1838   Barry Cotter married Inez Seaville Fitzgerald at Presbyterian Melbourne. 
Inez Seville Fitzgerald arrived in NSW aboard the "George Canning"... She was about 4 yrs old 
at the time... She came out with a Colonel Kenneth Snodgrass & had apparently been adopted 
by that family. Her father was Edward Fitgerald of Cork in Ireland. Lt Col Kenneth Snodgrass 
was apparentlty Governor of Van Diemen's Land for a period and also was acting Governor of 
NSW from Dec 1837 - Feb 1838. He had adopted a child Inez Seville Fitzgerald. 
http://boards.ancestry.it/localities.britisles.ireland.general/14854/mb.ashx?pnt=1 
http://boards.ancestrylibrary.com/topics.pioneer.general/38/mb.ashx 
[However Elizabeth Janson claims that Cotter married Francis Laura Snodgrass at Geelong 
in 1839.]    
 
Children of Dr Barry Cotter. 
Charles Henry Barry Cotter.  
Frances Laura Snodgrass Cotter.  
Helena Hayes Cotter.  
Francis Henry Durell Cotter. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
 
 
1838   A group of Melbourne gentlemen met to foster further race meetings and formed an 
informal club, "The Melbourne Race Club". One of the First Meetings of the Melbourne 
Cup was held on 20 February 1839 at Dr Barry Cotter's surgery and dispensary on the 
north-east corner of Collins and Queens Streets.      
http://www.egold.net.au/biogs/EG00067b.htm 
http://www.judithbuckrich.com/pdfs/Collins.pdf 
 
Melbourne was just three years old when an advertisement appeared in the Port Phillip 
Gazette on 27 Oct 1838 stating: 
It is in contemplation to form a club upon the London principles, amongst the gentlemen of 
Melbourne. Several names are already entered, and when a sufficient number for this purpose 
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can be obtained, a committee it is proposed shall be appointed for the purpose of building a 
club-house for the accommodation of its members. ... Three weeks later on 17 November, a 
meeting was held in the Officers' Quarters in the government section of town 'on the block 
bounded by Spencer, Collins, King and Bourke Streets, still then largely covered by she-oak 
and tea-tree scrub.'  
 
...  The advertisement in the Port Phillip Gazette about the forthcoming meeting requested 
that the twenty-three 'Gentlemen who have put their names ... to the Prospectus'  attend the 
meeting. They were: 
Captain Lonsdale, 
Lieutenant Smyth, 
E. Cussen, M.D., 
Colonel White, 
Captain Baccus,  
Messrs. Mundy, 
Powlett, 
Yaldwyn, 
Murdoch, 
Meek, 
McFarlane, 
Darke, 
Baccus, Junr, 
Arden, 
Baxter, 
Russell,  
Scott, 
Hamilton, 
Smyth, 
Riery, Riery, Riery. 
 
Melbourne Club historian Ronald McNicoll states that 40 names ... appeared on the original 
list. Twenty-two of these have already been mentioned. Eighteen of them were pastoralists 
and the remaining four were 
Barry Cotter the physician, 
Charles Wedge the surveyor, 
William Highett the banker, 
and P. W. Welsh the merchant. 
 
The others included 
Joseph Hawdon, 
John Gray, 
James Simpson, 
Richard Wedge, 
Charles Hotson Ebden,  
Henry Fowler, 
Farquhar Mackenzie, 
Captain Charles Hutton, 
Fitzherbert Mundy, 
James McArthur junior, 
Henry Arthur, 
J. H. Campbell, 
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Armyne Bolden 
and John Templeton.  
 
A second meeting was held on 21 February 1839 at Dr. Barry Cotter's surgery and 
dispensary on the north-east corner of Collins and Queens Streets - a building attached to the 
Angel Inn. 
http://www.judithbuckrich.com/pdfs/Collins.pdf 
 
 
30 May 1839   Melbourne's First Recorded Duel was between members of the Melbourne 
Club, Dr Barry Cotter and George Arden who faced each other on the racecourse at the foot 
of Batman's Hill; Dr Cotter was the challenger. (The only casualty was Dr. Cotter's second 
beaver hat, so perhaps it was not an over-serious affair.) The second duel was in 1840 
between Peter Snodgrass and William Ryrie. As there were no pistols at hand Hamilton rode 
to Heidelberg and borrowed pistols from Joseph Hawdon [The Overlander, whose crossing 
place became known as Hawdon's Ford - today's Wentworth] .     
http://www.egold.net.au/biogs/EG00067b.htm 
 
 
Dec 1839   Dr Cotter employed 25 yr old Mary Atkins, housemaid; 20 yr old Caroline Kennedy, 
Lady's maid; and 24 yr old Patrick Lonergan, servant man, who all came on the "William 
Metcalfe". 
[Victoria before 1840; Elizabeth Janson.] 
 
 
1840   Barry Cotter married Hellena Hayes.  
[Victoria before 1840; Elizabeth Janson.] 
My comment: I haven't seen this mentioned elsewhere - is it right? 
 
 
1840   First race meeting held at Flemington. Stewards H F Gisborne, W H Yaldwyn, D H 
Baillie and John Hunter. Dr Barry Cotter was secretary and treasurer and J. W. Salmon and 
Mr Hawkes clerks of the course. 
 
 
27 Apr 1840   [On the arrival of the "Glen Huntly"] two quarantine camps were established at 
the Red Bluff, one for the fever patients, and one for the emigrants who were free from 
disease. "The sick camp" was in charge of Surgeon Superintendent Browne, and the "Healthy 
Camp" was controlled by Dr. Barry Cotter, who, on the arrival of the "Glen 
Huntly" volunteered his services. A report of Dr. Cotter's read as follows: "Healthy Camp," 
Quarantine Station, Monday April 27, 1840. "The remainder of the emigrants were landed 
yesterday from the "Glen Huntly" with an addition of six fresh cases for the sick camp. There 
are at present in the 'Healthy Camp' 108, including children. Many of them appear much 
emaciated from long and continued illness." The doctor anticipated that the change from the 
barque, and of diet, would restore them to health.  
http://www.skhs.org.au/~SKHScooper/PDF/Volume_1/Chapter_2.pdf 
 
 
September 1840   "Lot No. 1, at the north-east corner of Collins and Queens Streets, had been 
purchased in the first land sale by E.W. Umphelby for £61. History tells us that this allotment, 
upon which the premises of Dr. Cotter, the William Tell Inn, and Messrs. Lazarus and 
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Benjamin stood, was sold, with the buildings thereon, by Mr Mortimer in September, 1840, 
for £5,142-10-0. "  
[Early Melbourne Memories by Edward C. O. Howard; The Argus 27 March 1920, page 4.] 
http://ndpbeta.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/1686507/408922?zoomLevel=3 
 
 
About 1841   He visited Europe but returned to find he was ruined. He was intemperate 
and was deserted by his wife and children for that reason. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
A slightly different version is given by Spurway - Cotter's wife declared herself a widow after 
not hearing from him for 11 years, remarried England, died Australia 1864 aged 40 years. 
[Spurway J. T., Australian Biographical and Genealogical Record Series 1,  1877-
1841  ABGR  Sydney  1992.] 
 
 
30 March 1843   Dr Cotter arrives at Port of Launceston on "Agostina" from London.  
http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/2952898 
 
 
1843-1844   Dr Cotter resided in Melbourne, Vic. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
 
 
14 June 1844   The "Isabella" left Melbourne bound for London and Leith (Scotland). Cabin 
passengers were Mrs Hardie (wife of the Captain) and her infant daughter, Mrs French and 
her daughter Miss Scott, John Broadfoot, John Hunter, Alexander Campbell, Mr O'Neill (from 
Port Fairy), and Dr. Cotter. Intermediate passengers were Jack Ewart, G. Roach, H. Davis and 
Mr Coffin. Hurricane. On 22 June the ship was wrecked on Flinders Island. All survived.   
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~pioneers/pppg5ao.htm 
 
 
 29 Aug 1844   Dr Cotter passenger on "Martha and Elizabeth" departs Port Phillip. Arrives 
Port Jackson on 7 Sep. 
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/australia/au1844c.htm 
 
 
25 Jan 1845   He went to Sydney and was registered there in Sydney Medical Register. 
On applying to the Medical Board in Sydney he stated on affidavit that he had obtained the 
LFPSG but the certificate had been lost with all his belongings in the wreck of the "Isabella". 
His application to the Medical Board of NSW in January 1845 was supported by Mr. Russell, a 
surgeon in Sydney who had known him in Van Diemen's Land. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.]  
 
 
Aug 1858 Sale of Dr. Cotter's Globe Inn, Gawler. 
This day, Aug 16, at 7p.m. 
By order of the Mortgagees. 
George Warren will sell at the Globe Inn, Gawler - 
The LEASE (having 38 years to run from 1st November next) of that portion of Lot 2 Gawler, 
fronting Murray Street (40 feet) with dwelling house, known as Dr. Cotter's, and now 
occupied by Mr. R. Fotheringham. 
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Also 
The Purchaser may buy Dr. Cotter's Shares in the Building Society, with the house. 
For further particulars apply to J. Rundall, Esq., Solicitor, or to the Auctioneer. 
[South Australian Advertiser, 16 Aug 1858]  
 

At Wentworth, Menindie and Wilcannia. 
1859   Dr Barry Cotter held house and Land in Wentworth prior to the first town land 
sale. Cotter's house is shown in Twynam's Field Book as existing prior to the 1860 first land 
sale in the Town of Wentworth, at the Darling-Murray Rivers junction, in the far south-west 
corner of NSW (p.53).   
http://www.dcstechnical.com.au/Rusheen/6.03.01_Wentworth_Twynam.htm 
In Section 2 on Cadell Street between Alice and Beverley Streets there were two strange 
shaped blocks of land that came only halfway down to the river. On half of what became Allot 
4 and on Allot 5 is the house and garden of James Thompson Smith. The house is valued at £5. 
Nearby on Allots 7 & 8 is Dr Cotter's £30 house, garden and yard with a small building - 
possibly stables. Although all the surrounding land was offered for sale in Wentworth's first 
Town Sale in March 1860 these allotments held by Smith and Cotter were not included. When 
they were put on the market in 1863 Smith purchased his allotments but Cotter had left the 
district to go to Menindee (from records of School Patrons - see below) so the land was 
purchased by Thomas McGeorge.  Dr Barry Cotter had still been in Wentworth in March 1860 
so had been able to purchase the next-door block Allot 9 when it was first put on the market 
and his name appears as the original holder. However it must be noted that this was not 
where he had his house. 
 
 
29 May 1860   Formal application to establish a non-vested School at Wentworth was signed 
by T. McGeorge, A. McClymont, Dr Barry Cotter, and G. M. Perry. 
 
 
20 August 1860   Dr Barry Cotter purchases land in Moorna, down-river from Wentworth 
on the NSW side of the Murray River. In 1856 Moorna station was the administrative centre of 
the Shire.  54 Lots for Moorna were offered for sale on Monday, 20th August, 1860. Allotments 
1 to 5 of Section 5 were Suburban Lots at £4 per acre. The remaining were Town Lots of 
Sections 1 through to 10 at £8 per acre. All were within what was meant to become the village 
of Moorna, County of Tara, Parish of Moorna. At the August 1860 first sale of town land at 
Moorna, Barry Cotter purchased Allot 4 of Section 1. The block was 2 roods 33 perches in 
size.  
[Rusheen Craig, 20 Sep 2006 from Government Gazette, 23 May 1861 p.1284.] 
 
 
In the sale of land for the County, Parish and Town of Wentworth, held at Wentworth on 21 
August 1860, Barry Cotter purchased: 
Allot 10 of Section 1 
Allot 9 of Section 2 
Allot 7 of Section 7 
Allots 1 & 2 of Section 23A 
[Rusheen Craig, Various Records held at Land Dept. Sydney.] 
www.dcstechnical.com.au/rusheen.html 
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Dec 1860 to Mar 1861   Wentworth Murder. [Declined to proceed further with the case 
because of inadequate evidence from Dr. Barry Cotter - after six witnesses travelling 550 
miles]. 
Thomas Smith and Jane Edwards, the persons charged with the murder of John Harding, at 
Wentworth, on the Darling, were tried at Goulburn Circuit Court on Tuesday, the 26th ult.  The 
Goulburn Herald reports the trial as follows:- 
Thomas Smith and Jane Edwards, charged with the murder of John Harding, were placed at the 
bar, and a jury sworn. 
 
The Crown Prosecutor opened the case:- 
The alleged murder had taken place at Wentworth. The female prisoner passed as the wife of the 
deceased. On the day named in the indictment they had crossed the Darling. The female first 
renounced the deceased, and took up with the male prisoner. An altercation ensued. Deceased 
demanded his money, which the female prisoner refused to give, but told him there was a horse 
which he could take. Deceased struck the woman. The male prisoner then struck him, and the 
female prisoner called on some blacks to assist. That quarrel however ended, and there was 
nothing very distinct until the female prisoner on the following morning reported to the police 
that she was afraid her husband had been drowned. It would be for the jury to consider whether 
this arose from any remains of love for her paramour, or from a desire to screen her guilt; and 
the various circumstances of the case proved the latter presumption.  
 
Search was made, and the body of the deceased was found in the river, with marks of grievous 
injuries, such as he had not borne when last seen alive. From the nature of these injuries it would 
be for the jury to say whether the deceased could have accidentally fallen in the water. The 
principal evidence would be that of the doctor, and without his evidence the case would be only 
one of vehement suspicion. He would therefore first call the doctor, and on his evidence would 
determine whether to withdraw the case from the jury, or proceed with it.  
 
The learned gentleman then called Barry Cotter, who deposed, - I am a legally qualified medical 
practitioner. In December last I was called in to examine the body of a man named Harding, near 
the junction of the Murray and the Darling; the body was on the bank of the river. I think it was 
on the 18th. The man's face was swollen and quite black; The eyes protruded. I noticed a small 
scratch on the face and one at the back of the ear. I was under the impression that they might 
have been caused by his floating against a log in the river. The injuries on the face were such as a 
man would receive in a severe fight with the hands. These were all the injuries I noticed about 
the head. The neck was black and rather swollen. There was a general blackness but no mark of 
the fingers. Such a blackness might have been caused by stagnation of the blood. There was a 
general blackness down to the ribs. There were some slight bruises on the body besides the 
blackness. I did not notice anything amiss with the loins. I attribute the blackness to the man 
having been severely beaten. I presume that death resulted from congestion of the brain, 
produced by the beating deceased had received. I am of the opinion that death ensued anterior 
to the deceased's immersion in the water. A man who received such injuries might be able to 
walk a considerable distance. 
 
Cross-examined:- It was between 3 and 4 o'clock I saw the body. I again saw it the day following. 
The body was dressed at the time. I did not undress the body on the first occasion I saw it. The 
body was immediately afterwards removed to my shed. Constable Elliot was with me at the time 
I first examined the body, and he is here today. I saw the body in my shed between 4 and 5 
o'clock, but I did not make any particular examination of it till next morning. I was not at the 
river when the body was taken out. It was taken out of the Murray, and brought to my place, by 
the blacks. Congestion of the brain is often the cause of death in drowning, but I never saw a case 
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in which the discoloration was so great as in this. The discoloration in cases of death from 
drowning by congestion would be greater than in cases of death from drowning by suffocation. 
Have seen but one case of drowning from congestion of the brain. In the present case, to the best 
of my belief, congestion of the brain arose from a beating, and not from drowning. I noticed that 
the hands of the body were black, and the finger-nails were of a purple colour. One of the tests 
whether drowning has taken place is the presence or absence of foreign bodies under the nails, 
caused by scraping against the banks. I did not examine the nails to see whether there were any 
foreign substances under them. The condition of the stomach is one of the most important tests 
of drowning, but it did not occur to me to examine the state of the stomach nor of the lungs. It is 
perfectly possible that this man may have drowned. Persons are in the habit of crossing the 
Darling in a canoe made of a sheet of bark, and deceased may have been drowned in attempting 
to cross this way. 
 
The Crown Prosecutor (to witness):- Do I understand you to say that you cannot tell whether it 
was drowning or beating that was the cause of death; is that your evidence? 
 
Witness:- I cannot positively state whether drowning or beating was the cause of death. Though I 
believe the man died from the beating, it is possible he may have died from drowning. There is 
congestion of the brain in every case of drowning. 
 
The Crown Prosecutor, upon the evidence of this witness, declined to proceed any further with 
the case; and, by direction of the judge, the jury acquitted the prisoners. 
 
There were six witnesses in this case, brought a distance of 550 miles   
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 3 Apr 1861. 
 
 
By 29 March 1861   Henry Burne, Police Magistrate, was elected as Local Patron of the 
Wentworth School in room of Dr Cotter who had left the district. 
[Rusheen Craig, from Wentworth School Records, State Archives, Kingswood.] 
http://www.dcstechnical.com.au/rusheen.html 
 
 
18 Nov 1861   Tragic Accident Kills Mrs. Cutter.   
A shocking accident has occurred on board one of the Darling River steamers. It appears that 
on Saturday, Nov 16, the Lady Augusta left Wentworth, Darling Junction, on a voyage up the 
Darling, Dr. Barry Cutter and Mrs Cutter being passengers on board, they intending to stay at 
Menindie, where the doctor was about commencing to practice his profession.  
 
On Monday, the 18th, soon after passing Polia station (Mr. McLean's), Mrs Cutter was passing 
to the cabin, and in stepping over the main shaft of the engine, her clothes by some means got 
entangled, and she was, as a matter of course, drawn around with the shaft. Her screams 
attracted the attention of the engineer, who immediately stopped the engines just as she was 
being drawn between the deck and the main-shaft. The engineer seeing her position, gave the 
engine a turn astern, which caused the shaft to revolve backwards, when the unfortunate 
woman was extricated; but she received such injuries that she died the same evening, after 
suffering several hours' most excruciating pain. 
 
One of the men says he saw the woman taken round the shaft twice, and when extricated was 
going round the third time. The engines are horizontal, and work on deck, and any person 
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having to pass from one end of the ship to the other is compelled to pass over this shaft, which 
for ladies is at all times very dangerous. 
The Courier (Brisbane, Qld.), Tuesday 17 December 1861, page 4. 
 
The South Australian Register of 7 Dec 1861 adds: 
Mr. and Mrs. Cotter lived some time in Gawler Town, and were, when the above [accident] 
took place, on their journey to Menindee, where he was about to settle down and follow his 
profession. 
 
[NOT wife of Dr. Barry Cotter] 
- I read the account of the dreadful death of a female on board the steamer Lady Augusta while 
on her passage from the Junction to Menindie. As there is such similarity of name to one of the 
first settlers in this colony, and such will cause great distress to many friends at a distance, I 
beg to intimate that the lady married to Dr Barry Cotter in Melbourne, January, 1838, is not 
the victim of so horrible a fate, but still resides in Melbourne with her family. 
A Friend. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 7 Dec 1861. 
 
 
A friend and assistant of Caroline Chisolm. 
Peter Thompson, in his 2009 'Timelines of Wentworth Shire', claims:- 
Circa 1863  [It is actually 1861]  Dr Cotter, a close friend and assistant of Caroline Chisolm of 
Sydney recognised for her work in assisting young men and women to emigrate to Australia, 
concludes a successful term at Wentworth and moves to Menindee. 
 
 
 
8 Jan 1863   Barry Cotter charged with keeping a Disorderly House at Menindie 
(Menindee), NSW. 
[Rusheen Craig, Government Gazette] 
 
 
 
20 Jan 1863   Barry Cotter purchased Allot 5 of Section 28 in the first sale of land in the 
Town of Perry (Menindie/Menindee, New South Wales).  
1 rood 13 perches. Appraised value £10. Deed Fee £1.  
[Rusheen Craig, from Lands Dept Records.] 
My comment: On a modern map this is a Darling River backed block of land on Nora Street, 
the fifth block upriver from its intersection with Short Street. It would have been across the 
street (or to be more exact - across two streets that join together at that point) from Thomas 
Paine's hotel, Allots 1 & 2 of Section 27 (today's Yartla Street east corner with Cole Street); 
Paine's Hotel, the only hotel that existed at the time in the settlement, had been visited by 
Burke and Wills in December 1860. Since Cotter was charged with keeping a Disorderly 
House in January 1863 it could be assumed that this Allot 5 Section 28 was a hotel in 1862 - 
the land not being able to be purchased by Cotter until it was offered for sale  in 1863. From 
available records I have been able to get Publicans' Licenses up to 1860, and then from 1865. 
However the intervening period is still a mystery. 
http://www.dcstechnical.com.au/Rusheen/7.0_Menindie.htm 
Rusheen Craig, February 2012. 
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1868 Barry Cottar (sic) of Sydney on Medical Register. 
No. of Certificate: 270. 
Date of Registration: 25 January 1845.  
Qualification: Lic. Phys. & Surg. Glascow 18- (as written). 
NSW Government Gazette, 1868 pp. 1306-1333 
 
 
 
11 Feb 1870   In the South Australian Register (newspaper) he is reported to be leaving the 
Darling district of NSW to come to SA.  
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
 
 
1872 Listed in Greville's Post Office Directory as a MD at Menindie (Menindee), New South 
Wales. 
 
 
Fri 19 Feb 1875   Death in Dr. Cotter's Wilcannia kitchen. 
On Saturday evening last, Dr. George Bullock Harris died, aged 57 years and was buried on 
Sunday afternoon.  He had been drinking heavily for six months, and took little food. He was a 
man well respected by all when sober. He died on the kitchen floor in Dr. Cotter's cottage, the 
doorstep serving him as a pillow. He died the death of a pauper and was buried by the 
Government. A sad end for a man of good education, well meaning, very obliging when sober, 
and whose income could have been made to reach £1000 per annum. - Wilcannia 
correspondent, "Central Australian". 
[Brisbane Courier (Qld) 19 Feb 1875.] 
 
 
1 Nov 1877   Dr Barry Cotter dies at Swan Hill, Victoria. Aged 68 years. 
[Australian Medical Pioneers Index.] 
 
 
Nov 1867 & Feb 1883  Marriage and death of youngest daughter. 
Marriage: Keeling - Cotter. 
At St. James's, Richmond, by special license, by Rev. McInerney, S.J., J.J.L. Keeling to Helena 
Hayes Cotter, youngest daughter of Dr. Barry Cotter. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 8 Nov 1867.  
Death: Cotter. 
On the 4th inst, Helena Hayes Keeling, youngest daughter of the late Dr. Barry Cotter, aged 41 
years. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 7 Feb 1883. 
 
 
Later Assessments of his Life. 
 
1930   Summary of the Life of Barry Cotter, Melbourne's First Doctor.  
The Argus (Melbourne) 4 Oct 1930. 
By Dr. G. T. HOWARD. 
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On February 2, 1803, on a blistering hot day, a group of weary pedestrians, after a fortnight's 
tramp round the eastern shore of Port Phillip, found their progress barred by the largest 
stream they had yet met. Unable to ford it, they hailed their shore boat and returned to their 
ship. These discoverers of the Yarra  were members of the Grime's expedition sent from 
Sydney for three purposes − to keep the French out of Bass Strait, to survey Port Phillip, only 
partly surveyed by Murray and Flinders, and to find some good agricultural country, if 
possible, so that fifteen-year-old Sydney might derive all necessary supplies from Australian 
sources. They spent six days surveying the lower reaches of the Saltwater and the Yarra, from 
Braybrook in the north to Dight's Falls in the east. Then they resumed their tramp round to 
Queenscliff, missing the Barwon, but meeting pock-marked natives, and boarded their tiny 50-
ton ship the Cumberland for Sydney. Their valuable report was pigeon-holed and forgotten for 
74 years. Among those weary tramps was an assistant surgeon, McCallum, the first medical 
visitor to the site of the future city.  
 
At this time John Batman, born in Parramatta in 1800, was still in petticoats. In May, 1835, 
after several years' residence in Van Diemen's Land, he crossed Bass Strait as representative 
of some land speculators, of whom Gellibrand, Swanston, and Wedge are best known to us. 
After feasting his delighted eyes on the well-grassed Keilor Plains, and other oft told 
experiences, he rediscovered "The Falls," made the necessary historical speech, and hurried 
back in optimistic vein to report to his fellow speculators. November, 1835, found him in 
Hobson's Bay once more, in the ship Norval, of 300 tons, with Melbourne's first shipload of 
cattle, some young squatters, Cowie, Stead, and Steiglitz, and Melbourne's first resident 
medical officer, Barry Cotter.   
 
The son of an Irish police magistrate, Cotter had in 1830, at the age of 21 years, come to 
Van Diemen's Land as ship's surgeon. Attracted by the tales of the new land of the Golden 
Fleece he had agreed to act as Batman's overseer in the infant village until such time as 
Batman had wound up his Tasmanian business and settled upon his new allotment − all 
the land between the Saltwater River and the Merri Creek. Among a population of about 20, 
possible medical work was looked upon as negligible. During the three days of 
disembarkation Cotter did his full share of the work, assisted among others by Fawkner, 
who at the end of the first day whimsically complained that he had had only one glass of thin 
"swipes". The ship empty and its passengers landed near "The Falls," a nocturnal open-air 
entertainment followed, conducted with such zest as to disturb the slumbers of Fawkner, a 
stone's throw away. His comments were characteristically pointed. 
 
Cotter put together his house, brought over in sections, on the present site of the E. S. 
and A. Bank in Collins street west. This was the architectural lion of the village for a whole 
year until it was displaced by John Batman's house with a real brick chimney, built by Buckley. 
It served Cotter as a business office also, wherein the infrequent patient might consult him. He 
lived with Henry Batman in a wattle and daub hut near the present A.M.P. building, half 
of which was occupied by the Batman family and the other half by Cotter and occasional 
visitors, sometimes half a dozen, who were glad to get even that rude shelter. There was 
nothing Lucullian about the menu, either. On Christmas Eve he quarrelled with his host, so the 
official enemy, Fawkner, regaled him next day with a dinner of fish, fowl, and mutton. Swans 
were off the menu just then. 
 
Treatment In the 'Thirties. 
An English medical publication of 1833 contains samples of the treatment in vogue. 
Venesection was still used for nearly everything from meningitis to housemaid's knee. 
Hysteria was treated with three teaspoonfuls of laudanum and 15 grains of opium; for 
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epilepsy, nitrate or silver was used, which produced blue faces; dysentery, due to alternations 
of heat and cold, was treated with 20 grain doses of calomel. There were no such finical things 
as anæsthesia for the knife or for drug swallowing. Operations were mostly confined to the 
surface of the body and were of very brief duration. So the patient had to take the knife neat, 
his pills huge and sugarless, and his medicine nauseating and in heroic doses. Stout fellow! 
With the exception of the recently introduced stethoscope, no instrumental aids were used, 
not even the use of the watch to count the pulse. The clinical thermometer did not come into 
use until the '70's. A knife or two, a needle or two, and a skein of horsehair, often carried in 
the pocket with tobacco, pencils, and other odds and ends, constituted the everyday outfit of a 
medical pioneer. 
 
For the 13 mouths preceding the arrival of Captain Lonsdale on September 29, 1836, there 
was none of the usual evidence of government, such as police, soldiers, navy, Customs, 
rents, rates, taxes. During this spell of Arcady, one of the principal medical events was the 
birth in December I835, of Melbourne's first baby, John Melbourne Gilbert; the next being the 
arrival in March 1836, of Melbourne's second doctor, Alexander Thomson, who filled the dual 
role of catechist and medical officer to the Batman company. Cotter's managerial duties kept 
him fairly busy. Batman's sheep stations were established in the immediate west, north, and 
east of the city, and some thousands of sheep were grazing there early in 1830. Again when 
Gellibrand came over from Van Diemen's Land Cotter accompanied him down to his 
allotment near Lara. Returning thence he explored the Brisbane Ranges, Werribee Gorge, 
Jackson's Creek, and so home.     
 
In January 1837, he became Government medical officer in succession to Thomson, 
whose increasing interest in the Barrabool Hills conflicted with his duties. Scurvy occurred 
among the soldiers owing to unsuitable food, although fresh vegetables had been obtainable 
from Fawkner's Flinders street garden for 18 months. Dr. Patrick Cussen, a military medical 
officer, came over from Sydney later, and took over the Government work from Cotter, whose 
appointment had been temporary. Gellibrand and Hesse, intending to go to Buninyong, 
mistook the Barwon for the Leigh, and were lost in the ranges near Colac. Cotter led a search 
party, including their friends Naylor and Parsons, unfortunately, without satisfactory result. 
In the same year, at the first land sale, his block was purchased for £67. In 1836 he was 
assaulted by one of his own friends, who was sentenced to one month's imprisonment and 
to pay a fine of £100. George Arden, the volatile editor of the "Port Phillip Gazette", libelled 
him. Victoria's first duel followed. It was quite harmless. In 1839, by advertisement, he 
informed the public that he had for sale a variety of delicacies from sago to turpentine, 
arrowroot to spirits of tar, candied lemon, bluestone, lemon syrup, corrosive sublimate, &c. 
Such advertisements were not uncommon then. His name occurs frequently in early records 
but nearly always in a non-medical capacity. He seems, among other things, to have been a 
common carrier and dealer in stock, as one finds a receipt for £6 for carrying stores from 
the schooner Swallow to Government quarters, and another for £40 for a pair of working 
bullocks. 
 
A Boom and Its Sequel. 
The promoters of the first Melbourne Club held preliminary meetings at his house. He 
kept racehorses and he was secretary and treasurer of the first race meeting at 
Flemington in March 1849. About this time Melbourne's first financial boom was in full 
progress. His own block which had cost £67 in 1837, had just been sold for £5,142. He 
announced his intention to retire from practice and visit Europe. On the eve of his 
departure the ship Glen Huntly, with typhus passengers, was quarantined at Point Ormond. 
He at once took charge, and remained on duty until  the trouble was over. When he returned 
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in 1843 the boom had burst. He found himself ruined and compelled to resume uncongenial 
work. His subsequent history is that of a troubled existence in remote country towns. 
He died at Swan Hill on November 1, 1877. Though obviously not a great doctor, he 
surely held his own with the best of the pioneers in the rough days of old. 
 
 
 
1989   An assessment of Dr. Cotter's time in the area of the Anabranch of the Darling 
River.  
Maxine Withers, in her "Bushmen of the Great Anabranch" (Gillingham Printers Pty Ltd, 
Adelaide, 1989) writes of Dr. Cotter: 
In 1859, Dr. Barry Cotter, a slight middle-aged Irishman, drifted into the Junction [what was to 
become Wentworth]. He became known as the 'Squatting Doctor' for he went from 
Wentworth to Menindee and on to Wilcannia and Bourke. Like many country doctors then he 
was a 'booze artist' and while he was in Menindee, intolerant Thomas Taylor wrote 
disparagingly of 'the besotted old idiot'. In 1874, after Cotter had moved on and Dr Holman 
had taken his place, a station-hand at Kinchega had an accident and Taylor wrote, 'The new 
doctor at Menindee fixed him up - fortunate that it was not one of those drunken old brutes 
from Wilcannia.'  
 
 
 
2009  Peter Thompson, in his 'Timelines of Wentworth Shire', gives his opinion of Dr Cotter: 
In 1859 Dr Cotter arrived in Wentworth and added to the medical practice in the community 
for some time, moving to Menindee and later Wilcannia. Although opinion varies about his 
methods, his qualifications were beyond question. 
 
 
When I had finished all this I've seen a website for the newspaper references on Barry Cotter 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/tag?allTags=1&name=Barry%20Cotter 
 
 
The Irish Family History Society, P.O. Box 36, Naas, Co. Kildare, Ireland 
Web site: www.ifhs.ie 
States that out of print articles in the Irish Family History Societycan be made available for a 
small charge. These include Vol VII (1992) which contains  - Dr. Barry Cotter by Jemma 
Ussher. 
I don't anything further on this article. 
 
Series 9 - Documents printed and or published includes: 
MHM04078 Article: "Melbourne's First Doctor", published in the Swan Hill Guardian, dated 2 
June 1936, on Dr. Felix Meyer performing an unveiling ceremony of a memorial tablet at the 
Swan Hill Town Hall, to Barry Cotter, Melbourne's first medical practioner. The article has 
annotations and corrections written in the left-hand margin. 
http://www.jnmhugateways.unimelb.edu.au/mhm/MHMS009.htm 
Once again I know nothing more about this. 
 
Rusheen Craig Aug 2012. 
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___________________ 
 

1861   Will of Thomas McGEORGE (Dies 16 May 1867). 
 
Will of Thomas McGeorge of Wentworth, Victualler. 
 
To mother Margaret McGEORGE   £100. 
 
To wife Jemima Lydia Hockridge McGEORGE 
And my friends Llwellyn Thomas Hockeridge GEAKE of Wentworth, Butcher, 
And Hugh JAMIESON of Mildura [station] in District of Balranald, Stockholder 
All my real and personal Estate. 
 
And that my wife hold and receive rents and profits from said Estate and if she be so disposed 
to carry on the business of a licensed Victualler on the premises until my eldest son Thomas 
Llewellyn McGEORGE shall attain the age of 21 years which will be 1874. 
[Continues for 6 pages] 
 
Adelaide, SA. 
10 September 1861.     
 
[Probate Records - State Records Kingswood.] 
 
 
Jemina Lydia KENAVAN, formerly McGEORGE, nee HOCKERIDGE. 
McGeorge's will of 10 Sep 1861 left his wife - Jemina Lydia nee Hockeridge now KENAVAN 
and Llewllyn Hockridge GEAKE and Hugh JAMIESON - all of his Estate. 
 
Probate of Henry John Augustus TAYLOR, late of Wilcannia, Gentleman, to Jemima Lydia nee 
Hockeridge KENAVAN, wife of William KENAVAN.  Sydney Morning Herald   3 Mar 1871. 
 
Insolvency Court. In the estate of William KENAVAN, three weeks were allowed, with 
assent of the official assignee, to file schedule. Sydney Morning Herald 22 August 1872. 
Schedule filed. William KENAVAN, of Sydney, late of Wilcannia, liabilities £1167 8s; Assets £91 
3s 3d; Deficiency £1076 4s 7d. Empire (Sydney) 11 Sep 1872. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald.26 Jul 1873. 
In the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 
Sheriffs' Office, Sydney, 17th July, 1873. 
THE COMMERCIAL, BANKING COMPANY OF SYDNEY. 
                  v. 
WILLIAM KENAVAN AND WIFE, as representatives of the 
estate of THOMAS McGEORGE, deceased. 
Writ of Fi. Fa., No. 142, of 1-73. 
ON TUESDAY, the 30th day of September, 1873, at noon, at Camb's, Commercial Hotel, King-
street, Sydney, unless the above writ be previously satisfied, the SHERIFF will cause to bo sold 
by public auction,  
ALL tho right, title, and interest of the above named defendants of, in, and to the lands 
hereunder mentioned 
viz:- 
TOWN OF WENTWORTH. 
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LOT 1,-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 3 roods, 21 porches, more or less, being allotment 
No. 5, of Section No. 1, situate on the south side of Cadell street. 
LOT 2,-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 3 roods and 20 perches, more or less, being 
allotment No. 6 of section No. 1, situated on tho south side of Cadell street. 
LOT 3.-ALL THAT parcol of land, containing 3 rood and 2 perches, more or less, being 
allotmont No. 10 of section No. 2, situated on tho south sido of Cadell street. 
LOT 4.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing I rood, more or less, being allotment No. 5 of 
section No. 8, situated on tho north side of Cadell street. 
LOT 5.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 3 rood, more or less, being allotment No. 9 of 
section No. 2, situated on tho south side of Cadell-street. 
LOT 6-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 rood, more or less, being allotmont No. 3 of 
section No. 9, situated on the north side of Cadell-street. 
LOT 7.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 rood, more or less, being allotmont No. 5 of 
soction No. 9, situated on tho north sido of Cadell-street. On this allotment is a wooden 
cottage of about four rooms. 
LOT 8.-ALL THAT parcol of land, containing 2 acres and 2 roods, or thereabouts, being 
suburban portions l8 and 19 delineated in tho public map of tho parish of Wentworth.  
LOT 9.-ALL THAT piece of land, containing 1 acre 7 1/4 perches, or thereabouts, being 
allotments Nos. I and 2 of section No. 43 delineated in tho aforesaid map. 
LOT 10.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 acre 3 roods 5 perches more or less, being 
allotment No. 6 of section No. 2, situated on tho southern side of Cadell-street. 
LOT 11. -ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 2 roods more or less, being allotment No. 7 of 
section No. 2, situated on tho southern side of Cadell street. 
LOT 12. -ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 2 roods more or less, being allotment No. 8 of 
section No. 2, situated on tho southern sido of Cadell-street. On this and the two last 
mentioned allotments is a wooden houso of about six rooms, 
LOT 13.-ALL THAT piece of land, containing 2 rood 39 perches, or thereabouts, being 
allotment No. 6 of section No. 3 delineated in the aforesaid map. 
LOT 14. - ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 rood 24 perches more or less, being allotment 
No. 3 of section No. 23, situated on tho north-eastern side of Darling-street. On this is an old 
public-house. 
 
TOWN OF WILCANNIA. 
LOT 15.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 rood, more or less, being allotment No. 9 of 
section No. 14, situated on tho north-western side of Reid-street. 
LOT 16.-ALL THAT parcel of land, containing 1 rood, more or less, being allotment No, 10 of 
section No. 14, situated on tho north-western side of Reid street. On this and tho last-
mentioned allotment is the large and well-known " Wilcannia Hotel." 
 
Terms of sale. 
TEMPLE NATHAN, Under Sheriff. 
 
 
Argus (Melbourne) 21 Aug 1873. 
William Kenavan applies to the Supreme Court of NSW in Insolvency for a Certificate of 
Conformity. 
 
Brisbane Courier   21 Aug 1880. 
[Probate] on the Will of William Kenavan, late of Maroo station, Cooper's Creek, 
Queensland, Grazier, deceased. To Jemima L. H. Kenavan, of Maroo station, widow of 
deceased. 
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______________________ 
 
Aug 1861  Lachlan McBean and Woorooma Station near Moulamein 
                
( Lachlan McBean 1838 - to Australia ... ) 
 
Insolvency Court   15 August 1861. 
Sittings in Equity. 
Before His Honour Mr Justice Molesworth. 
 
Mc Gregor   V.   Mc Bean. 
The plaintiff is now the proprietor of the Menindie Station, on the Darling River. 
This suit is to wind up the accounts of a partnership in the Woorooma Station, NSW. 
 
Mr Abraham for the plaintiff, and Mr J W Stephen for the defendant, agreed to a settlement, on 
the basis of the defendant paying £1,000, and each party paying his own costs. 
 
Case dismissed, by consent, on the terms. 
Argus (Melbourne) 17 August 1861. 
 
 
 
Online in part. 
"The Land. 200 years of Rural Australia" by Rob Linn. 
 
Lachlan McBean, the young highlander who had come to Australia in 1838, used the gold 
rushes to enhance his savings. His early colonial days had been spent working in an agency 
and as a butcher, stock agent and grazier in his own right. He had also established strategic 
partnerships with other merchants, traders and landowners. By 1850 he had holdings near 
Rivoli Bay, not far from the South Australia-Victoria border, and in the drier inland regions of 
the Murray Flats. He had used the properties as holding lots for stock en route from the 
eastern colonies. Witnessing the impact of the gold rushes on the population and the mass 
influx of new immigrants, he began to use his properties and contacts in the world of livestock 
marketing to enlarge his already considerable savings. His runs became stepping stones in a 
large overlanding speculation. 
 
In 1853 McBean bought over 800 prime cattle at Sydney and had them driven to South 
Australia - some for his run at Rivoli Bay and the majority for sale to agents. He made a profit 
of nearly £3000 on the venture - a vast sum of money at the time. Two years later he made a 
similar foray, this time profiting by over £1000. This money, plus the major investments he 
made in other facets of rural production, gave him the capital to purchase Woorooma 
Station, near Moulamein in the Riverina. He paid William Degraves cash for the land and 
stock, and his total expenses for the property amounted to about £12000. McBean then 
worked with his friend, the pastoral financier Richard Goldsborough, and with some 
other contacts to secure an immediate return on his investment. Soon he had netted nearly 
£4500 from these activities. In August 1858 he sold a half-share in the run to Peter 
McGregor for £12800, payable in installments over four years. 
[Rusheen Craig , 8 Aug 2009.] 
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"A Tour to the South", Town and Country Journal, 31 August 1872,  p.272-3. 
 
Ten miles from Moulamein we got to "Woorooma" station, Mr Lachlan McBean's. The 
residence here is a very fine one of brick, but as no person was at home at the time of my 
visit, I could obtain no information. 
 
............... 
 
Mc Bean died 19 January 1894. Probate of his will to Lachlan Mc Bean   
Grant of Butherwah Station near Urana. 
 
......................... 
 
Transcription, World Today ABC, 14 May 2004. 
Woorooma Station under the hammer. 
 
Woorooma station - 23,340 acres on the Edward River. One of the Riverina's finest holdings. 
Five bedrooms. A timber home offering you every possible comfort. 
 
John Elliott sells last of rice properties for $8 million. The sale follows a failed appeal 
against a ruling which found that Mr Elliott and a partner traded insolvently, in the Water 
Wheel rice milling group. 
 
 
__________________ 
 

Sep 1861   Inquiry into Wentworth PM & J.P.s Perry and Fletcher. 
(Police Magistrate and Justices of the Peace) 
 
In Legislative Assembly. 
Mr Walker asked the Colonial Secretary, "Is it the intention of the Government to institute an 
enquiry into the conduct of the Police Magistrate, and Messrs. Perry and Fletcher, Justices of 
the Peace, upon the bench at Wentworth on the 24th of April last?". 
 
Mr Cowper answered that the Government were aware of the circumstances alluded to. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 September 1861. 
 
 
____________________ 

Dec 1861   Swindlers at Wentworth. 
South Australian Register, 26 Dec 1861. 
 
Wentworth has lately been visited by a gang of swindlers, who, having stayed here some three 
or four weeks, have gone up the Darling. During their stay they succeeded in passing cheques 
to the amount of £150, some of which were returned on Sunday last, per mail, having been 
sent to the Bank in Sydney. One of the men was seen to have four revolvers in his belt. 
 
_____________________ 
 
From 1861   Items concerng Gunn. 
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Dec 1861   Birth at Gunn's Crown Hotel. 
South Australian Advertiser, 26 Dec 1861. 
On 12 Dec at Crown Hotel Wentworth, the wife of William Gunn, of a son. 
 
Aug 1862   Billiard table at Gunn's Crown Hotel. 
South Australian Advertiser, 27 Aug 1862. 
Mr. Gunn, of the Crown Hotel, has contributed towards some amusement in the township, in 
as much as he has erected a fine billiard-bagatelle table, at the rear of his hotel, and which is 
much appreciated both by residents and travellers, who only remain in town for a day or two. 
In another month or so we hope for an improvement in trade generally, as about that time is 
usually the busiest time of the year. 
  
 
Dec 1863   Birth at Gunn's Crown Hotel. 
South Australian Advertiser, 2 Dec 1863. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, Wed 2 Dec 1863. 
 From our own Correspondent, 24 Nov. 1863 
A meeting was held at Mr. Gunn's Crown Hotel on Saturday last, for the purpose of 
forming a Cricket Club - Mr. Gould in the chair - when it was resolved that a Cricket Club be 
formed, and that it be called the Wentworth Cricket Club. Twenty gentlemen enrolled their 
names as members, and a Committee was chosen, with a President, Treasurer, and Secretary. 
Mr. Price was instructed to procure the necessary cricketware with every possible speed, in 
order to have the opening game on New Year's Day.  
 
________________ 
 
April 1862    Phelp's Albermarle and Tarcoola Runs for sale; For sale again in 1882. 
 
EXTENSIVE RUNS on the DARLING RIVER,  
- The undersigned have received instructions from Messrs. J. and J. PHELPS to offer FOR SALE 
by PRIVATE CONTRACT their well known RUNS on the Darling River, as follows - 
 
The ALBERMARLE RUNS, 
consisting of about 700 square miles, having 30 miles frontage to the Darling, and 100 miles 
to the Tallywalka Creek. They are situate opposite Menindie, and consist of rich open country, 
slightly timbered with box, every acre being available for sheep. With this property will be 
sold 20,000 sheep, principally females, of which about 8,000 are in lamb, together with 1,700 
head of cattle , and 100 horses. The improvements are good and complete, and, with a little 
outlay, these runs would carry 100,000 sheep. 
 
Also 
 
The TARCOOLA RUNS, 
situate about 80 miles from the junction of the Murray and Darling Rivers, having 30 miles 
frontage to the latter, and comprising 270 square miles of similar country, but the 
improvements are more extensive and costly. With these will be sold 13,000 sheep, the great 
portion of which are females, and about 7,000 are in lamb. The whole of the above stock are 
well known to be of a superior description, and the sheep have been bred from rams imported 
from Europe by the proprietors. 
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The undersigned would draw particular attention to this opportunity of acquiring two of the 
finest and most extensive pastoral properties on the Darling River. 
 
For price, terms, and full particulars, apply to 
DALMAHOY CAMPBELL and Co., 47 Bourke-street west, Melbourne.  
The Argus (Melbourne)  1 April 1862. 
.................. 
 
In 1882 Albermarle is again offered for sale - this time by Mr Joseph J. Phelps and executors of 
the late John Lecky Phelps.  
18 blocks of country. 733,500 acres of Crown lands, together with  
144,000 sheep 
2,000 cattle 
500 horses. 
The whole of the country, with the exception of three blocks, was taken up by the present 
proprietors who have held possession ever since.  
The Argus (Melbourne)  1 Apr 1882.  
 
 
Other information about John Lecky Phelps: 
John Lecky Phelps had been appointed as a Magistrate in Victoria in 1852.  
Sydney Morning Herald 19 June 1852. 
 
In 1851 listed as being of the Lower Darling in the New Commission of Peace. 
Sydney Morning Herald  27 Oct 1851. 
 
Mr. John Lecky Phelps, of Canally, was a man much in advance of his time. While other people 
for 150 miles round had no vegetables, he cultivated a half-acre on the river bank with 
potatoes, green peas, French beans, and cabbages, and he kept it irrigated by a very simple 
process, for rain was uncertain in that far inland spot. He had a Californian wooden pump, 
about 6 inches square, with its end fixed in the river, and about 150 feet of "osnaburgh" hose 
from it to the top of the garden, which was, perhaps, three feet higher than the lower end by 
the river, and half an hour of hand pumping every morning, sent the water flowing zig zag 
backwards and forwards and in and out through all the well-kept furrows and beds of the 
enclosure, and the vegetation was always fresh and green at Canally garden. 
Australian Pioneers and Reminiscences 1849-1894, Nehemiah Bartley (deceased at time of 
publication), 1896. 
tp://www.archive.org/stream/australianpionee00bart/australianpionee00bart_djvu.txt 
 
_______________ 
 
 
May 1862   Andrew McClymont, storekeeper of Wentworth, in Insolvency Court. 
South Australian Advertiser, 30 May 1862. 
 
Andrew McClymont, of Wentworth,NSW, storekeeper, on Monday 2nd June, and on 13th June, 
at eleven o'clock. 
  
________________________________________ 
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Jul 1862   McKinlay names places after Foster, McLeod and Fletcher. 
Burke & Wills Web. 
McKINLAY'S JOURNAL: July 1862. 
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/88665/20081003-
0750/www.burkeandwills.net.au/Journals/Mckinlays_Journals/Mckinlay_July_1862.html 
 
22 July 1862   Camp 40. 
Made Burderkin River at eight miles.  ... 
 
23 July 1862   Camp 41. 
Wind cold from north by west;   ... 
 
24 July 1862   Camp 41. 
...  Mount McConnell from this bears a little east of south-south-east; instead of altering our 
course to the south 2 degrees west from the peak ahead, a good road avoiding some rugged 
ranges could be had by keeping right on course of south twenty three and a half degrees east. 
The river immediately below this passes in an easterly direction between two ranges that 
come right onto it. The peak on the left bank I have called Foster's Peak after A. W. FOSTER, 
Esquire, of the Murray River, New South Wales. The bluff on the right bank and a little nearer 
than the peak I have called the McLeod after JAMES McLEOD, Esquire, of the Darling River, 
New South Wales. A fine long leading range some distance from right bank of the river, 
running north and south, and apparently table-topped, I have called the Fletcher after G. B. 
FLETCHER, Esquire, Tapio, Darling River, New South Wales.  
  
_______________ 
 
 
Jul 1862  Lower Murray, Darling and Lake Victoria stations for sale. 
 
1862 Lower Murray, Darling and Lake Victoria stations offered for sale. 
- East Rufus, West Rufus, Tara, Yantarala, Blocks 1, 5, 6, 9, and 10. 
Comprising 942 square miles. 
 
- Pelwalka, Wanna Wanna, Blocks 2, 4, and 8. 
Comprising 549 square miles, with 15,000 sheep. 
 
- West Brook and Block 3. 
Comprising 170 square miles, with 6,000 sheep. 
The Mercury (Hobart)  1 July 1862.  
 
__________________ 
 

Jul 1862   Wentworth Pound and Fees.  
 
Poundkeeper appointed at Wentworth. 
Llewellyn GEAKE in lieu of Andrew McCLYMONT resigned. 
(p.1477, Government Gazette, 25 July 1862.) 
 
 
Poundage rates fixed at Wentworth. 
by Justices of Petty Sessions assembled at Wentworth on 25 July 1862.  
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Rates: 
a) In any forest or open pasture land, open stubble, after grass, or other unenclosed area. 
b) In any paddock of grass enclosed by a good and substantial fence. 
c) In any garden, uncut meadow or growing crop of any kind, enclosed by a good substantial 
fence, 
d) Amount to be paid daily for sustenance whilst impounded. 
 
For every horse, mare, gelding, colt, filly, ass, mule, bull, cow, ox, heifer, steer, calf: 
a) 1/-   b) 5/-   c) 6/-    plus  d) 1/6 daily. 
 
For every ram, ewe, sheep or lamb: 
a) 1d   b) 6d   c) 1/-     plus  d) Halfpenny daily. 
 
For every goat: 
a) 2d   b) 1/-   c) 2/-    plus  d) 2d daily. 
 
For every pig: 
a) 6d   b) 2/6   c) 5/-    plus  d) 6d daily.   
(Government Gazette 1862.) 
 
_________________ 
 
1862  Wentworth where Cattle may be imported from Victoria.  
 
Wentworth appointed as a place where Cattle may be imported from Victoria. 
p.2413 & p.2460 Government Gazette 1862. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 

Aug 1862   Offered for  sale of Lake Victoria, Rufus, 26 mls Murray, 26 mls Anabranch etc. 
 
Instructions from Hon. M. HERVEY, M.L.C., to offer for SALE, 
 
STATIONS 
Lot 1. 
East Rufus, West Rufus, Tara, Yantarala, Blocks 1, 5, 6, 9, and 10, comprising 942 square miles, 
with 30,000 first-class sheep. 
 
Lot 2. 
Pelwalka, Wanna Wanna, Blocks 2, 4, and 8, comprising 549 square miles, with 15,000 sheep. 
 
Lot 3. 
West Brook, and Block 3, comprising 170 square miles, with 6,000 sheep. 
 
Lot 4. 
Yartallah, comprising 80 square miles, without stock. 
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These stations are situate at the junction of the Murray and the Ana Branch of the Darling 
River. They adjoin each other, and have a total area of 1,741 square miles, or 1,114,240 
acres of country, consisting of extensive salt-bush plains intersected by belts of forest. 
 
Special attention is drawn to the extent of the water frontages which, in addition to numerous 
creeks, consist of about 26 miles to the Murray, both sides of the Rufus River, about 26 
miles to the Ana Branch of the Darling and the whole of Lake Victoria, which is 10 miles 
long by 3 wide at all seasons, and of great depth; being fresh, it is one of the most valuable 
inland lakes in the colonies. 
 
The Murray steamers ply to these stations during the year, and call regularly as they go up or 
down the river. 
 
No comment is requisite in regard to the above valuable stations, which are recognised as, 
perhaps, the finest squatting properties in New South Wales. 
 
For particulars and plans apply to 
Row, Kirk, and Co., Bourke-street west; or 
William Sloane and Co., Collins-street west. 
 
The Argus  13 August 1862.  
 
____________________ 
 
Dec 1862   Wentworth Annual Races.  
Ball at Macgeorge's Hotel (sic) after the first day; A Sport's Dinner at Gunn's Crown Hotel after 
the second day. 
 
From our own Correspondent. 
Tuesday and Wednesday. December 9 and 10. 
 
Judge, Mr. H. Jamieson;  
Stewards, Messrs. J. Crozier and E. M. Bagot;  
Starter, Mr. G. B. Fletcher.  
 
The most successful race meeting ever held at Wentworth came off on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the 9th and 10th instant. The rain which fell on Monday morning cooled the air 
and laid the dust, and there was a gentle breeze from the west, which was not, however, 
sufficient to cause the dust to fly about.  
 
The settlers near Wentworth took a very active part in the sports, and also brought their 
families with them; and I have no doubt, from the very peaceable and orderly manner in 
which things passed off, that they will again visit us at our annual races.  
 
At the conclusion of the first day's sports in the field, a ball was held at Macgeorge's 
Hotel, when nearly all the settlers and their families were present, together with the business 
people of the township. "All went merry as a marriage bell" until midnight, when the company 
adjourned to the supper-room, after which dancing was kept up until nearly 4 a.m.  
 
After the second day's sport a dinner took place at Gunn's Crown Hotel, when 40 
gentlemen sat down to a most sumptuous dinner, got up in Host Gunn's usual style. When the 
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usual toasts, &c, were got through the company adjourned to another room to hear the 
concert given by Herr Carl Schmitt, which was a treat to the lovers of good music. The room 
was quite full, there being some 50 or 60 present. After the concert the greater portion of the 
company returned, and a ball took place, at which the Douglass Family's quadrille band 
performed, as on the previous evening. Dancing was kept up till 2 o'clock. When the company 
broke up, all appearing to have thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
I might also mention that during the whole time of the races there was not a single accident of 
any kind, neither was there any drunkenness worth mentioning. All seemed intent on 
enjoying themselves and assisting their neighbours to do the same, which is rather a rare 
occurrence at races generally. Subjoined is the programme of the sports:—  
 
 
First Day: Tuesday, December 9.  
 
First Race.— WENTWORTH TOWN PLATE. 
A sweep stakes of £3- 3-0, with £25 and a whip and spurs added.  
Two mile heats. 
 Mr. J. Mullins's c.g. ... Snip (Higgins) ... 1   1  
Mr. W. Crick's b.g. ... Prince of Orange (Doohen) ... 2    2  
Mr. J. Sommer's g.g.  ... Camel (Reeves) ... 3   0  
 
In the first heat the three horses started, but Camel soon fell in the rear and left the contest 
between Snip and the Prince, who ran neck and neck until within a short distance of the 
winning post, when Snip shot ahead and won by a length. In the second heat Camel was 
drawn; the Prince and Snip kept close company all the way, Snip winning by two lengths.  
 
 
Second Race.— MAIDEN PLATE.   
A sweepstakes of £3-3-0, with £18 added.  
Mile and a half heats.  
Mr. Crozier's c.g. ...  Silver  (J. Crozier, jun.) 2   1   1  
Mr. Driscoll's b.g.  ... Garibaldi (Owner) ... 1   2    2  
Mr. Combes's b.g. ...  Forester (Nicholls)  ...  
Mr. Perry's b.g. ...  Beppo (Blackfellow)  ...  
 
In the first heat Forester put his foot in a hole, and, stumbling, he threw his rider. Beppo also 
threw his rider, leaving the contest between Garibaldi and Silver, who, after a splendid run. 
came in a dead heat. Time, 3 min. 2 sec. In the second heat only the two horses started, and 
they ran side to side all the way round, Garibaldi winning by half a length. Time, 3 min. 4 sec. 
The third heat was a ditto of the second, only in the straight running Silver managed to give 
the bay the go-by, and won by a neck. In the fourth heat both horses ran together as before, 
Silver winning by nearly a length.  
 
 
Third Race.— HACK STAKES. 
A sweepstakes of £1-1-0, with £10 added.  
Mile heats.  
Mr. J. Mullins's c.g.  ... Gift (Higgins)  ... 1   1  
Mr. W. Crozier's c.g.  ... Buck (J. Crozier, jun.)  ... 2    2  
Mr. R. Driscoll's b.g.  ... Snip (Owner) ... 3    0  



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 213 

Mr. J. Sommer's  g.g.  ... Robin Hood (Blackboy) ... (fell)  
Mr. J. Combes's b.g.  ... Nimrod (Nicholls) ... 0    0  
 
 
Second Day: Wednesday, December 10.  
 
First Race— PUBLICANS' PURSE 
A sweepstakes of £3 -3-0., with £20 added.  
Mile and half heats.  
Mr: J. Mullins's c.g.  ... Little John (Owner) ... 1   1  
Mr. W. Crick's b.g. ... Young Whalebone (Doohen) ... 2    2  
 
In both heats the horses kept well together, Little John winning by about two lengths.  
 
 
Second Race— HURDLE RACE.  
A sweepstakes of £2, with £15 added.  
Mile heats, over three hurdles.  
Mr. J. Mullins c.g. ... Snip (Owner) ... 1   1  
Mr. W. Crozier's c.g. ...  Lofty (McLean) ...  2   3  
Mr. J. Sommer's g.g. ...  Camel (Combes) ... 3   2  
 
In the first heat all three got well off, taking the leaps in fine style until the last, when Camel 
struck his fore feet rather heavily against the hurdle, stumbled, and threw his rider, who, 
however, kept hold of the bridle and was soon iu his seat again, hut not in time to make good 
his former position. In the second heat all took the leaps well, the Camel and Snip running 
together nearly all the way, taking the last hurdle together: but the speed of Snip was rather 
too much for the Camel, and consequently he was enabled to win by half a length.  
 
Third Race.— BEATEN STAKES.  
A sweepstakes of £1-0-0, with £10 added  
Mile heats.  
Mr. J. Sommer's g.g.  ... Camel (Combes) ... 1   1  
Mr. W. Crick's b.g.  ... Young Whalebone (Doohen)  
 
 
After the advertised races were concluded a subscription was got up for a hurryskurry, 
when sufficient was collected to make two more races.  
 
The First race was as follows : 
A sweepstakes of 10s. 6d., with £9 added.  
Half mile heats.  
Mr. Crick's Billy ... 1   2   2  
Mr. Combes's Romeo ... 2   1  2  
Mr. Mullin's Forester  
Mr. Reeves'a Johnny  
Mr. Hutton's Sportsman   
 
The Second Race. 
A sweepstakes of 10s., with  £6-10-0 added.  
Half mile heats. 
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Mr. Combes's Nimrod ... 1  2   2  
Mr. Mullins's Messenger ...  2   1  1 
Mr. Fletcher's Reddeer  
Mr. Crozier's Buck  
 
South Australian Register, 24 Dec 1862. 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
1863 & 1864 & 1865 Town of Wentworth - Title Deeds. 
Government Gazette 1863 pp.119-138. 
Rusheen Craig - 30 October 2005 
 
TOWN OF WENTWORTH 1863. 
Title Deeds available for Collection, 1st January 1863. 
 
SECTION 6.Allot 11; 2r; John DAVIE (Title Deed No 2019). 
Allot 12; 2r; John DAVIE (Title Deed No 2020).Allot 15; 2r; James T. SMITH (Title Deed No 
3008). 
 
SECTION 7.Allot 11; 2r; James PRICE (Title Deed No 1743).Allot 15; 2r; John CROZIER (Title 
Deed No 4042). 
SECTION 9.Allot 6; 2r; Henry BROME (Title Deed No 3873). 
TOWN of WENTWORTH 1863.Gazetted 20th January 1863. 
 
SECTION 23.Allot 1; 1r 1p; A. McCLYMONT; Appraised value £35; Deed Fee £1. 
Allot 1A; 1r; F. CADEL; Appraised value £50; Deed Fee £1.Allot 2; 1r; T. McGEORGE; Appraised 
value £25; Deed Fee £1. 
Allot 3; 1r 24p; T. McGEORGE; Appraised value £40; Deed Fee £1. 
Allot 4; 1r; T. McGEORGE; Appraised value £25; Deed Fee £1.Allot 5; 1r; J. DAVIE; Appraised 
value £40; Deed Fee £1. 
 
SECTION 44.Allot 1; 3r 24p; William Richard RANDELL; Appraised value £20; Deed Fee 
£1.Allot 2; 3r 6p; William Richard RANDELL; Appraised value £10; Deed Fee £1. 
SECTION 45.Allot 1; 1r 28p; William Richard RANDELL; Appraised value £10; Deed Fee £1. 
TOWN of WENTWORTH. 
[Appears to be a copy of the above Deeds, without the Section and allotment numbers, but 
with Volume and Folio numbers.] 
Gazetted 1864, p.907; p.932. 
Rusheen Craig - July, 2006. 
 
Title Deeds available for Delivery, 12 April, 1864. 
T. McGEORGE - Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 1s 2d; 1r.; Vol.4; Folio 124. 
T. McGEORGE - Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 1s 10d; 1r. 24p.; Vol.4; Folio 125. 
T. McGEORGE - Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 1s 2d; 1r.; Vol.4; Folio 126.W. R. RANDELL 
- Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 11d.; 3r. 24p.; Vol.3; Folio 103.  
W. R. RANDELL - Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 6d.;1 r. 28p.; Vol.3; Folio 229.W. R. 
RANDELL - Town of Wentworth; Assurance Fee 6d.; 3r. 6p.; Vol.3; Folio 230. 
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Title Deeds available for Delivery, 13 October, 1864.Andrew McCLYMONT - Town of 
Wentworth; Assurance Fee 1s 7d.; 1r. 1p.; Vol.6; Folio 25. 
 
1865  WENTWORTHPersons permitted to purchase land under the Crown Alienation Act of 
1861.T. Mc GEORGE - Reg. No. 7604; 2 roods; Allot 7; Section 2; Wentworth; Appraised value 
inclusive of Deed Fee ú7. 
T. Mc GEORGE - Reg. No. 7604; 2 roods; Allot 8; Section 2; Wentworth; Appraised value 
inclusive of Deed Fee ú7. 
 
_____________________ 
 
 

Mar 1863  Garnpang and other information. 

 
Preliminary Notice  
Sale of Unstocked Runs 
Without Reserve. 
To close a Partnership Account. 
 
The following Properties, situate in the Darling district, NSW. 
GARNPANG 
Containing 135 square miles. 
MULURULU 
Containing 120 sq mls. 
WOOLPAGIRIE 
Containing 135 square miles. 
 
The above blocks are within 30 miles of the Darling River, to the east, and adjoin Messrs. 
Burkitt's block (now occupied and stocked), Messrs. Ross's, Scott's, Taylor's, &c., and are due 
east of McLeod's station on the Darling. Water has been obtained at a depth of 70 feet close 
by, and the country presents great facilities for storage of water by dams. 
 
The character of the country is first-class, and second to none in NSW, well grassed, dry 
lagoons, sandhills, and downs. 
 
Rent and assessment on Garnpang, £25. 
Rent and assessment on Mulurula and Woolpagirie, £22-10-0 each. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  3 March 1863. 
 
 
On Friday 4,500 large-framed fat wethers will cross from Taylor and Bertram's Garnpang 
Station ... 
The Argus 20 Nov 1890. 
 
 
Executors of estate of late William Taylor have sold Garnpang to B. CHAFFEY of Moorara 
station. 
Sydney Morning Herald  11 May 1906. 
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Mr. CHAFFEY was regarded as a very fortunate man when he acquired Moorara station - 
one of the best-found runs on the river - two or three years ago. Last year he purchased 
Garnpang, which stretches from the back of Moorara almost to the Murray near Euston, 
and to the Murrumbidgee near Balranald. ... 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  6 Aug 1906.  
 
_______________ 
 
1863   Timber Licenses.   
11 March 1863. 
 
District of Wentworth. 
Description of License; Fee Paid. 
 
James WARD   Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
Neil McINTYRE    Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
Theodore PAGE    Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
William DANLEY    Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
John McCABE   General   £3-0-0. 
George LAWLER   General   £3-0-0. 
Joseph BINGHAM    Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
George RICHMOND    Hardwood   £1-0-0. 
 
p.657 Government Gazette 1863. 
 
_____________ 
 
 

Feb 1863   Davie - Galbraith marriage at home of Dr. Renner. 

 
Davie - Galbraith marriage. 
On 19th January at the residence of Dr. F. E. Renner, Wentworth, by the Rev. W. Ross, B.A., Mr. 
Robert Davie, to Miss Isabella Sophia McDermit Galbraith. 
 
South Australian Register, 25 Feb 1863. 
 
_______________ 
 

1863   Marriage of James Scott of Para, River Darling. 
 
Marriage SCOTT - MILNE.. 
 
12 Feb, at St. John's Scots Church, Paddington, Sydney, by Rev. James Milne, James SCOTT, 
Esq, Para, Darling River, NSW, to Jessie Ann MILNE, daughter of the officiating clergyman. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 21 Apr 1863. 
 
_________________ 
 
May 1863  James Adams' brother at Wentworth. 
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Missing Friends. 
James ADAMS, a native of Cork, Ireland, will hear of his brother by addressing Post Office, 
Wentworth, Darling Junction. 
 
Argus (Melbourne) 4 May 1863. 
 
_________________ 
 
1863 Meeting at Mr. Gunn's hotel re The Disease amongst Sheep.  
 
A correspondent reports that a public meeting of stockholders largely interested in pastoral 
pursuits on the Lower Murray and Darling, was held at Mr. Gunn's hotel, Wentworth, on 
Tuesday, the 21st ultimo, for the purpose of taking into consideration the spread of the 
disease amongst sheep, known as scab, and now prevailing to a large extent in some of the 
Northern districts of New South Wales. Mr. Jamieson, J.P., Mildura, having taken the chair, 
Messrs. Perry, Crozier, Fletcher, and others expressed their views with reference to the 
spread of the disease and its calamitous consequences in any district. It was then unanimously 
resolved to address to the Hon. John Robertson, Minister of Public Lands, Sydney, urging upon 
the Government of New South Wales the absolute necessity of appointing and placing an 
efficient inspector of scab at or near Fort Bourke, on the River Darling, so that a vigilant 
supervision might be kept up over all sheep passing from the Northern districts of New South 
Wales towards the Darling or Murray districts, fortunately free from all diseases in sheep. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 7 May 1863. 
 
__________________ 
 
Jun 1865   McGeorge leaves Wentworth and Wentworth Hotel. 
South Australian Register, 13 Jun 1865. 
 
Presentation on departure of Mr. & Mrs McGeorge of the Wentworth Hotel. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mc George, who have conducted the Wentworth Hotel, Wentworth, during the 
last seven years, have lately announced their intention of leaving this town and 
neighbourhood, it was resolved to present Mrs. McGeorge with some parting token of our 
esteem and regard. A subscription was accordingly commenced, and the list having been filled 
in one day, Mr. Weltie was commissioned to procure from Melbourne a handsome gold watch 
and chain, as being articles very suitable for the intended object. The commision having been 
duly executed, a meeting of the subscribers and others was held at Mr. Davie's on Monday, the 
29th May (Mrs McGeorge having been invited to be present), when Mr. Renner read a 
numerously signed address, and requested Mrs. McGeorge to accept the gold watch and chain. 
Mrs. McGeorge, in a few and appropriate words, feelingly returned thanks. 
 
__________________ 
 
From 1866 ... Matters concerning William Gunn.  
Apr 1866   Death of Gunn's brother at Mount Murchison. 
Death GUNN - On 7th April, at Mount Murchison, Mr. David Gunn, brother of Mr. Gunn, of 
Wentworth, aged 37. 
South Australian Register 27 Apr 1866. 
[In BDMs No.2864/1866 Death David GUNN; Father William; Mother Charlotte] 
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Jul 1866   Death of Gunn's four year old son. 
GUNN - On 16th February, at the Crown Hotel, Wentworth, of fever, Robert, youngest son of 
William and Sarah Gunn, aged four years and six months. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide) 28 Jul 1866. 
 
 
Jan 1873  Property of Elizabeth McDonald, late of Pooncaira, publican, deceased, to go 
to William Gunn. 
PUBLIC NOTICES. 
VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Britain and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, &c. 
To the next of kin of ELIZABETH MCDONALD. late of Pooncaira, in the Colony of New South 
Wales, widow, publican, deceased, intestate. 
Greetings: 
Whereas it has been represented unto our Supreme Court of New South Wales by the Proctor 
of WILLIAM GUNN, a creditor of the said deceased, that the said ELIZABETH MCDONALD 
departed this life on or about the fifteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-two, intestate, having at the time of her death goods, chattels, and credits in the 
colony aforesaid: We, therefore, do hereby peremptorily cite you, and each of you, to appear 
personally or by Proctor, duly constituted, before our said Court, at the Court-house in King 
Street, Sydney, on the seventeenth day of January next, at the hour of ten o'clock in the 
forenoon of the same day, and there to abide as occasion shall require during the sitting of the 
said Court, and then and there to accept or refuse Letters of Administration of all and singular 
the goods, chattels, and credits of the said deceased, or otherwise to show sufficient cause (if 
you or either of you have or know any) why the same should not be committed to the said 
William Gunn, a creditor of the said deceased, on his giving sufficient security, and further to 
do and to receive as to law and justice shall appertain, under pain of such Letters of 
Administration being granted to the said William Gunn, as a creditor of the said deceased. 
 
Witness - The Honorable Sir ALFRED STEPHEN, Knight, Companion of the Bath, Chief Justice 
of our said Court, at Sydney, this thirtieth day of December, in the thirty-sixth year of our 
reign, A.D. 1872. 
 
H. B. HUTCHINSON, 
Prothonotary. 
 
GEORGE CLEMENT GILLOTT, Wentworth, Proctor for the said William Gunn; by McCarthy, 
Son, and Donovan, Pitt-street North, Sydney, his agents. 
Sydney Morning Herald 11 January 1873. 
 
[Notice concerning this matter in the Sydney Morning Herald of 19 April 1873 refers to 
William Gunn as a merchant.] 
 
.................... 
 
1875  Death of John L. Gunn, brother of William Gunn. 
Death GUNN - On 30 October, of serious apoplexy, John L. Gunn, aged 33 years, brother of Mr. 
William Gunn, of Wentworth; deeply regretted. 
South Australian Register, 4 Nov 1875. 
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[In BDMs No.10393/1875 Death John L. GUNN; Father William; Mother Charlotte.. Wentworth 
district.] 
 
 
Jan 1877   Appointment of Trustees of Wentworth Common.  
For the ensuing three years: 
From notifications that appeared in the Government Gazette the previous morning. 
Messrs. William James Holding, William Gunn jun., Henry Right , William Cumming, and 
William Ephraim Coombes Hillier. 
Sydney Morning Herald 20 Jan 1877. 
 
 
Jan 1878   Applications to be Registered as "Proprietors by Transmission."   
Property:  
No. DCCLXXVII. Town of Wentworth. 
Allotment 3 of Section 27. 
 
Name of Residence of Applicant: 
William Gunn, of Wentworth. 
 
Title, how claimed: 
Administrator of the estate of THOMAS SHINE, deceased. 
 
Dates up to and inclusive of which Caveats may be lodged: 
January 17. 
Sydney Morning Herald 12 January 1878. 
 
 
Nov 1879   Marriage:   
JEFFERSON - GUNN - On 21st ult., at Deniliquin, by the Venerable Archdeacon Evans-Jones, 
Henry Betteley Jefferson, of Jerilderie, N.S.W., to Sophia Anne, youngest daughter of William 
Gunn, Esq., J.P., of Wentworth, N.S.W. 
Sydney Morning Herald 1 November 1879. 
 
 
Oct 1880   Returning Officer.   
Mr. William Gunn, J.P., to be Returning Officer for electoral division of Wentworth, vice 
Brooks, resigned. 
Sydney Morning Herald 23 Oct 1880. 
 
 
Apr 1882   Crown Hotel, Wentworth, To Let.  
To be LET by tender for a term of years, that superior HOTEL and Premises in Wentworth, on 
the River Darling, in the immediate vicinity of the wharf and Government buildings, called the 
Crown Hotel, for many years conducted by the proprietor, Mr. William Gunn, who is retiring. 
 
Possession can be given on 1st July next, and full particulars obtained on application to Joseph 
Stilling and Co., Adelaide, or the undersigned, by whom tenders will be received at Wentworth 
up to 10th May next. 
 
WILLIAM GUNN, Wentworth, 29 March 1882. 
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The Argus (Melbourne)  4 April 1882. 
 
[My comment: George W. SIMPSON took over the license of the Crown Hotel for 1883-1885.] 
 
 
Dec 1884   Gunn's Steamer Agency Business for Sale. 
FORWARDING AGENCY 
And 
COMMISSION BUSINESS 
For SALE by TENDER, 
The 
Goodwill of the well-known 
FORWARDING and STEAMER AGENCY 
BUSINESS 
of 
Messrs. WILLIAM GUNN and SONS, 
Wentworth 
New South Wales. 
 
This business has been established 24 years, and has a large connection all over the Darling 
and Murray River districts. 
 
Tenders to be sent to the undersigned on or before the 21st January, 1885. 
 
Large wool stores, offices, and plant complete at a reasonable rental. &c. 
 
Full particulars will be forwarded on application to  
 
W. L. HIGGINS, 
Stock and Station Agent, 
Wentworth, N.S.W. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 23 Dec 1884. 
 
 
 
May 1885   Death Constance Ethel Gunn, daughter of William Gunn. 
 
GUNN - May 5, at Wentworth, River Darling, NSW, Constance Ethel, of convulsions, aged 1 
year and 2 months, the youngest and dearly loved daughter of William Gunn, late of London. 
English and Colonila papers please copy. 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 13 June 1885. 
 
 
1885   Death of William Gunn.   
Wentworth, October 10. 
The ball in connection with the agricultural show on Wednesday night was a great success, 
but unfortunately, during its progress it transpired that Mr. William Gunn, one of the oldest 
residents, and the father of Wentworth, had died, which considerably dampened the 
proceedings. His funeral took place yesterday, and was largely attended by the leading 
townspeople and pastoralists. 
The Mercury (Hobart) Thursday 15 October 1885. 
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Deaths. 
GUNN - On 7th October, at Rendlesham House, Wentworth, NSW, William Gunn, aged 59 
years. 
South Australian Register, 16 October 1885. 
[In BDMs No.14832/1885   Death William GUNN; Father William; Mother Charlotte] 
 
Probate in the will of the following [includes] 
William Gunn, £13,282. 
Sydney Morning Herald 13 Nov 1885. 
  
 
1886  Trustees of Wentworth's Mechanics' Institute. 
Trustees named in the Government Gazette. 
The undermentioned gentlemen to be trustees of the land in the town of Wentworth, viz., 
allotment No. 6 of section No. 10, dedicated as a site for Mechanics' Institute: 
In the place of William Gunn, sen., and William Lyle Richardson, deceased; and Newton 
Dewhurst, resigned, namely:- 
Messrs. William Camper, William Bowring, and William James Holding.  
Sydney Morning Herald 3 July 1886. 
 
______________________________ 
 
 
 
Jul 1863    Land for Wentworth Hospital.  
[Gazetted 2 July 1863. p.1548 Government Gazette 1863.] 
 
On Murray River, on Murray and West Streets - Land dedicated to be used as a HOSPITAL. 
10 acres.  
 
____________ 
 
Jul 1863   Land for Presbyterian Church, School and Manse.   
 
Section 6 Allots 3, 4, 5, 6 & 13 & 14 - Dedicated to be land for a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
SCHOOL and MANSE. 2 acres. Gazetted 2 July 1863.  
p.1548 Government Gazette 1863. 
 
___________ 
 

Jul 1863   Poundkeeper appointed at Wentworth. 

John McDONALD appointed Keeper of Pound at Wentworth in place of L T GEAKE, resigned. 
Gazetted 10 July 1863. p.1643 Government Gazette. 
 
John McDonald, Poundkeeper at Wentworth, paid £12-9-0 into Treasury in 1865 (even though 
not Gazetted until 1868). Gazetted 1868, p.749 Government Gazette. 
 
_____________ 
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July 1863    Aboriginal graves at Wentworth (includes wood etching of graves). 
Illustrated Melbourne Post, 25 July 1863. 
NATIVES' GRAVES, WENTWORTH, N.S.W. - See page 10. 
Wood etching by Samuel Calvert. 
Held by State Library of Victoria; formerly able to be viewed online at: 
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/pictoria/b/4/8/doc/b48711.shtml 
but now not available. 
A copy of the paper is held by the Mitchell Library, Sydney.   MDQ 079/3 
My photocopy is very dark. 
 
p.10   NATIVE GRAVES. 
The natives inhabiting the continent of Australia have various modes of burying their dead. In 
some districts they wrap the bodies in bark cots, and hang them to the trees; Major Mitchell, 
in the expeditions at the Lachlan and Murrumbidgee, some years ago, thus describes a native 
tomb. "On a corner of a place, just as we approached the land of reedy hollows, I perceived a 
large lonely hut, of a peculiar construction, and rode to examine it. On approaching it, I 
observed it closed on one side, the materials consisting of poles and large sheets of bark, 
stood in the centre plot of bare earth of a great extent, but enclosed by three small ridges, the 
surface within the area having been made very level and smooth. I had little doubt that this 
was a tomb, but, on looking awhile, I perceived that the floor was covered with a bed of 
rushes, which had been recently occupied; on removing the rushes I ascertained, on thrusting 
my sabre into the low loose earth under them, that this had covered a grave." 
 
Captain Grey describes a native burial where the men piled boughs on the body, and 
half-filled the grave with them, after which they erected a covering with cross pieces of 
wood of considerable size, fixed on opposite sides with green boughs placed on them. The 
custom of residing amongst the graves is found among the natives of all the known 
portions of Australia, and the object of this strange proceeding is the revelation what 
individual caused the death of the deceased, either by actual vision or by dream. 
 
_______________ 
 
 
Nov 1863    Wool stores at Wentworth; Paling hut for Police Court (rented). 
Letter from Wentworth. 
The old adage that it never rains but it pours, is being verified here, by the erection within a 
few yards of each other, of two large wool stores. One is for Messrs. Clough and Co., of 
Melbourne; the other for Mr. Gunn, of this town, is 70 feet by 30 feet, and will, when finished, 
completely hide from view our police court, which, by-the-bye, is better hidden out of sight. It 
is a disgrace to New South Wales to think that a district from which so much revenue in the 
shape of rents and land sales is yearly derived, should be obliged to rent a small paling hut 
for a police court, as there are often three or four magistrates on the bench, which leaves 
scarcely any room for either litigants or witnesses, and in addition to which it is cold in winter 
and hot in summer. 
The Courier (Brisbane) 9 November 1863. 
 
________________ 
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Oct 1863  Apprehension that much of Wentworth will soon be under water. 36 inch 
circumference turnip. 
The water still keeps rising both in the Murray and Darling, and we are beginning to be really 
apprehensive that much of our town will soon be under water. Three houses are already in 
the flood, and the inhabitants are sheltering themselves in tents upon higher ground; but the 
continued steady rise of both rivers makes all apprehensive that the worst  is to come. 
 
Under the impression that this saltbush country was useless for gardening purposes, little 
attention has hitherto been paid to it here, but the results that have been obtained here this 
year will set that matter at rest. Green peas, cauliflowers, potatoes, &c., have been abundant 
and of first class quality; whilst Mr. Macgeorge (sic), of the Wentworth Hotel, pulled a turnip 
from his garden last week 36 inches in circumference, and weighing 15 lbs. 
 
People here smile at the positions of the two gentlemen who have charge of the bodies and 
souls of this district. Each gentleman is on an island, and unless one takes charity on the other, 
and calls with his boat, or some outsider pays a similar compliment, they can play at Robinson 
Crusoe, for all the intercourse they can get from the town. 
 
South Australian Register, 7 Oct 1863. 
  
_________________ 
 

Nov 1863  Wentworth Hotel to let. 
 
To be LET, the first-rate PUBLIC HOUSE known as the Wentworth Hotel, situated at 
Wentworth, Darling Junction. Has excellent accommodation, and is doing as good business as 
any inn in the colony. 
 
For terms apply to Mr. Thomas McGeorge, on the premises; or to Joseph Stilling and Co. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  13 November 1863. 
 
__________________ 
 
Nov 1863   New store at Wentworth for sale. 
 
To Ironmongers and General Storekeepers - 
For Sale at Wentworth, New South Wales (Riverine District), junction of the Murray and 
Darling Rivers, a new brick-built STORE, covered with galvanized iron, with verandah in 
front, cellar underneath shop, small dining-room behind; the building is 30 feet by 16 feet. It 
stands upon one of the best plots of land in the township (high ground), with a river 
frontage. 
 
The shop is fitted with shelves, counter, &c., and partly stocked with ironmongery, &c. 
 
Further particulars can be obtained by applying to Messrs. Briscoe and Co., Melbourne. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 30 Nov 1863. 
 
________________________________________ 
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Dec 1863   Riverine Association formed and Members named. 
 
RIVERINE ASSOCIATION 
Formed for the purpose of securing the Political Advancement and Independence of the 
inhabitants of the pastoral territory of the Murray, Murrumbidgee, Lachlan, and Darling, and 
known as the Riverine districts. 
 
President: 
Gideon Scott Lang, Esq., J.P., Mungadal. 
 
Vice-President: 
George Peppin, Esq., J.P., Wanganella. 
 
Treasurer: 
Francis A. Corbett, Esq., Deniliquin. 
 
Bankers; 
The Bank of New South Wales. 
 
Members of Council who have accepted Office: 
George P. Desailly, Esq., Bundure. 
Samuel Wilson, Esq., M.L.A., Yanco. 
Robert Landale, Esq., J.P., Deniliquin. 
George Kirk, Esq., M.L.A., Pericoota. 
William Forlonge, Esq., J.P., Lachlan and Darling Rivers.  
F. A. Gwynne, Esq., J.P., Murgah, Edward River. 
Thomas Lang, Esq., J.P., Wanganella. 
Allexander McCollough, Esq., Deniliquin. 
J. N. Alexander, Esq., J.P., Deniliquin. 
P. Brougham, Esq., J.P., Hartwood. 
Jos. J. Phelps, Esq., J.P., Tarcoola and Albermarle, Darling River. 
Thomas Robertson, Esq., solicitor, Deniliquin. 
G. A. Jeffrey, Esq., solicitor, Deniliquin. 
William Love, Esq., Deniliquin. 
F. R. Godfrey, Esq., J.P., Pevensey. 
D. G. Jones, Esq., Deniliquin. 
Edward Firebrace, Esq., J.P., Toogimbie. 
N. Chadwick, Esq., J.P., Canally, Balranald. 
R. Caldwell, Esq., J.P., Thule. 
John Kennedy, Esq., J.P., Jerilderie. 
Herbert Jeffreys, Esq., J.P., Boomanoomana, Murray River.  
George B. Fletcher, Esq., Wentworth. 
E. J. Hogg, Esq., Mathoura. 
James Cochrane, Esq., Widgewa, Colombo Creek. 
Edward Bloxham, Esq., Fort Bourke. 
Silvester O'Sullivan, Esq., J.P., Cudgelligo. 
W. Officer, Esq., Zara. 
John Macrae, Esq., Cal[a]no. 
James Tyson, Esq., J.P., Lower Lachlan. 
George W. Perry, Esq., Wentworth. 
John Phillips, Esq., J.P., Mathoura. 
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P. A. Jennings, Esq., Warbreccan. 
Thomas Darchy, Esq., J.P., Murrumbidgee. 
A. M. Laurin, Esq., J.P., Deniliquin. 
F. A. Tomson, Esq., Wagga Wagga. 
 
Deniliquin, 6th August, 1863. 
Sydney Morning Herald  12 Dec 1863. 
 
______________ 
 
1864    Contract for the Conveyance of Mail. 
Gazetted 19 Dec 1864. 
From 1 Jan 1865. 
No.84  William CRICK of Truro, South Australia. 
Route - Wentworth, Perry, Mount Murchison. 
280 Miles. 
Once a fortnight, on Horseback. 
£400-0-0 annual pay. 
Contract terminates - 31 Dec 1865. 
 
[A second Contract appears right below this:] 
No.85  William Crick.  
All details appear the same except the annual payment is £380. 
(p.2928 Government Gazette 1864) 
 
Same contract 
Wentworth, Perry, Mount Murchison 
280 mls; fortnightly; £400. 
Robertson, Wagner & Co 
Pastoral Times of 2 Jan 1864   
 
_________________ 
 
1864   McLaren, Smith & Co - Storekeepers, Wine & Spirit Merchants, Wentworth. 
 
Advertisement. 
 
McLaren, Smith, & Co. 
General Storekeepers 
Wine & Spirit Merchants 
COMMISSION AGENTS, AUCTIONEERS, 
&c., &c., 
Wentworth 
Darling Junction. 
 
Agents for 
Messrs J. H. Clough & Co 
Melbourne. 
 
Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864. 
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[See below - William Gunn for article from SA Register of 4 Nov 1863 which mentions Clough 
and Co. having a store approx 70ft by 30 ft.] 
 
 
Lands Dept information. 
Allot 5 of Sec 23A and Allot 3 of Sec 24 - Andrew McCLYMONT and Steven COLE to William 
Henry CHARNOCK and William MORGAN as trustees (Including a sale to William Richard 
RANDELL and James SCOTT for £1000 on 6 May 1862. This sale was contested in 1863. ) 
Vol 85 Folio 559. Land Titles Office, Old Titles Section , Vendors' Index for the period 7-9-1857 
to 21-12-1864.  
 
Henry CHARNOCK and William MORGAN trustees to Alexander McSAREN (McLAREN?) 
and James Thomson SMITH for £1000 on 12 Aug 1863.  
 
Three documents of 16 pages pertaining to these two blocks of land over a three year period.  
Vol 85, Folios 558 & 559 & 560. In the Old Titles' Section the actual old documents can be 
accessed by the public. 
[Rusheen Craig    June 2008.] 
[Are we talking about Alexander McLAREN and James Thomson SMITH?] 
 
 
Son/grandson of this J. T. SMITH?? 
[James Thomas SMITH m.1882 (Wentworth) Sarah Hannah HILL.] 
William Allan SMITH  
Regimental number 3115 
Religion  Methodist 
Occupation Linesman 
Address Wentworth, Darling River, New South Wales 
Marital status Single 
Age at embarkation 29 
Next of kin Father, J.T. Smith, Balcatherine, Wentworth, Darling River, New South Wales 
Enlistment date 25 June 1915 
Rank on enlistment Private 
Unit name 1st Battalion, 10th Reinforcement 
AWM Embarkation Roll number 23/18/3 
Embarkation details Unit embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board HMAT A69 
Warilda on 8 October 1915 
Rank from Nominal Roll Sergeant 
Unit from Nominal Roll 1st Battalion 
Fate Returned to Australia 18 October 1917 
 
 
______________ 
 
Jan 1864   William Gunn - Agent for Goldsbrough & Co. 
 
Advertisement. 
WENTWORTH AGENCY. 
To Settlers of the Darling, Lower Murray, &c., 
We have appointed William GUNN, Esq., our Agent in Wentworth, for the Reception, Storage, 
and Forwarding of All Wools consigned to us for Sale or Shipment. 
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Mr Gunn has erected a large store capable of containing 1,200 Bales of Wool, and we 
respectfully refer our clients to him as he will afford every facility for the transaction of 
business on our behalf. 
 
R Goldsbrough & Co. 
[Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864.] 
 
 
Maud Crang in Maud's 2nd Book of Houses quotes from the SA Register concerning the 
construction of this Wool Store: 
 
The first post of Mr Gunn's new wool store was raised on Tuesday last ... The store, when 
completed, will be seventy feet by thirty feet and nineteen feet six inches high and will be 
covered with a galvanized iron roof.  
 
Another store of the same size is now being erected for Messrs Clough and Co* of 
Melbourne and Echuca, and as both buildings are going up rapidly, they will in a few weeks 
make the Wharf assume an altered appearance. (Gurr) 
SA Register 4 November 1863. 
[* See above for advertisement for McLaren, Smith & Co - Storekeepers, Wine & Spirit 
Merchants, etc of Wentworth] 
 
[Further on the topic: The South Australian Register of Wed 16 Dec 1863 had reported from 
the Wentworth Correspondent of 1 Dec that Mr. Gunn's new wool store was completed on 
Wednesday last, and Mr. Gunn with his usual liberality provided luncheon for those of his 
friends who thought proper to honour him with their presence. This building is a credit to Mr. 
Gunn, the contractors, and the town of Wentworth - being 70 feet by 30. It was built in 
the short space of eight weeks.] 
 
________________ 
 
 
Feb 1864    First Match of Wentworth Cricket Club. 
From our own Correspondent , Wentworth, 15 February. 
 
On Friday last the members of the Wentworth Cricket Ciub met at noon to play their first 
match, Messrs. Oliver and Gould being captains of the respective sides; Mr. G. W. Barry and 
Mr. W. O'Connel acted as umpires, and Mr. J. Smith as scorer. The weather was all that could 
be desired for the occasion. Play commenced at noon by Mr. Oliver's team going to the 
wickets. At 2 o'clock the company adjourned to Gunn's Hotel, where a most sumptuous 
luncheon awaited them, and to which they did full justice.  
 
Play was resumed at 3 o'clock, and the game brought to a close soon after 6. Captain Oliver's 
men winning by 35 runs, as will be seen on reference to the following score. The game being 
over, the cricketers and their friends assembled at Macgeorge's Hotel, when 30 gentlemen sat 
down to dinner, provided by Mr. Macgeorge in his usual good style. After the removal of the 
cloth. Mr. W. Gunn was elected Chairman, and Mr. Price Vice-chairman, when the usual loyal 
and patriotic toasts were given and responded to. Several gentlemen gave their names as 
members, and from the report read by the Secretary it appeared that the Club was in a 
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flourishing condition, all expenses incidental to the formation of a new Club being paid, and a 
handsome balance left in the Treasurer's hands :—  
 
Captain Oliver's Team.  
First Innings;   (Second Innings). 
East, not out ... 33;   (b. Gibblet ...2)  
Oliver, b. Williams ... 4 ;   (l.b.w ...24) 
Townsend, b. Williams  ...  0;   ( b. Wright ... 8) 
 J. T. Smith, b. Gould ... 0;   ( b. Wright ... 19 ) 
J. Gunn, c. and b.Williams ...  2;    (b. Gould ... 1) 
T Smith, b. W. Gunn ... 0 ;   (b. Wright ... 2 ) 
McDonald, run out ... 1;  ( st. out ... 4)  
Butcher, b. Wright ...  0 ;   (b. Wright ... 2 ) 
McFadyen, b. Williams ... 0;   ( st. out ... 2)  
McGeorge, st out ...  0:   (Not out  ... 0) 
Byes ... 4 ;   (Byes  ... 0 ) 
Wides ... 2;   ( Wides ... 2) 
Total ... 46;   ( Total ... 66)  
Grand total ... 112. 
 
Captain Gould s Team.  
First Innings;   (Second Innings). 
 McLean, b. Oliver ... 4;   ( c. East ... 0 ) 
W. Gunn, b. East ... 3;    (b. East ... 0)  
Gibblet, b. East ... 3;    (b. East ... 13) 
Gould, run out ... 7;    (b. East ... 6)  
Williams, b. East ... 0;   ( b. Oliver ... 14)  
Wright, c and b. East ... 10;   ( b. East ... 0) 
Walker, b. Oliver  ... 4;  ( b. Oliver ... 0 ) 
Price, b. East ... 0;   ( b. Oliver ... 7)  
Dodge, st. ... 0;   ( not out ... 2)  
Gillett, not out ... 0;   (b. Oliver ... 0)  
Byes ... 1;    (Byes ... 2)  
Wides ... 1;   (Wides ... 0)  
Total ... 33;    (Total ... 44)  
Grand total ...  77 
South Australian Register,  22 Feb 1864. 
 
___________________ 
 
Mar 1864   Wentworth Hotel for Rent. 
 
HOTEL. 
To be LET, on lease furnished, for three or five years, the WENTWORTH HOTEL, situate at the 
junction of the Murray and Darling Rivers. A first-class house in a most excellent position, 
from the rapidly increasing development of the Darling country, and will also be intensely 
benefited by the opening of the Echuca Railway. Rent, furnished, £350 per annum. Goodwill 
moderate, and stock to be taken at town prices, with freight and charges added (both to be 
paid for in cash on taking possession). For further particulars apply only to 
ALFRED BLISS, hotel agent, 34 Collins-street west. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  3 March 1864. 
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________________ 
 
June 1864   Flood Near Wentworth. 
 
The captain of the Lady Daly corroborates the account we have already received of the state of 
the floods in the Darling. He says there were two feet of water in a hut of Mr Fletcher, at Tapio, 
which is situated on the top of a high sandhill. Mr Scott, of Para, has experienced great loses, 
not only in sheep, but in stores. A large quantity of flour has been washed out of his store, 
besides other property. At Wentworth, the people are building stages, on which to place their 
goods out of the reach of the water. 
From the Riverine Herald, June 1. The Argus, 3 June 1864. 
 
Floods in the Murray - A correspondent, writing from the Murray, below Wentworth, on 27 
May, informs us that "in ten days the flood rose to two inches above the flood-mark of last 
year, and it was then two feet below the great Murray flood of 1852. The flood passing 
through by the anabranch has not yet reached the Murray. The Darling water overflowing its 
banks about five miles below Tapio, and crossing the plains below Neilpo to the Murray, has 
saved Wentworth. This has been an unexpected relief to the inhabitants of that township, for 
they were in daily expectation of being compelled to have to leave their homes, which at this 
season would have been a great hardship.  
 
I trust the Murray may not rise till the great body of water flowing down the Darling has in 
some degree passed away, so that no further rise may take place just now. At all events the 
flatness of the country is a guarantee that loss of life need not arise as in the lamentable 
Gundagai catastrophe in 1852. The weather still continues very dry, which must be a comfort 
to the many settlers and their families who are houseless on the Darling in consequence of the 
flood. 
From the Herald, June 8.  The Argus, 10 June 1864. 
 

June 1864   How the floodwaters missed Wentworth township. 
 
From The Herald, June 8. 
[From same report as that given above - but a little more detail.]  
 
FLOODS IN THE MURRAY - A correspondent, writing from the Murray, below Wentworth, on 
27th May, informs us that "in ten days the flood rose to two inches above the flood-mark of 
last year, and it was then two feet below the great Murray flood of 1852. 
 
The flood passing through by the anabranch [that leaves the Darling River way up near 
Menindie and flows down to reach the Murray River below Wentworth] has not yet reached 
the Murray. The Darling water overflowing its banks about five miles below Tapio 
[Tapio is 40 miles above Wentworth], and crossing the plains below Neilpo* on the 
Murray, has saved Wentworth. This has been an unexpected relief to the inhabitants of that 
township, for they were in daily expectation of being compelled to leave their homes, which at 
this season would have been a great hardship. 
 
I trust that the Murray may not rise till the great body of water flowing down the Darling has 
in some degree passed away, so that no further rise may take place just now. At any event the 
flatness of the country is a guarantee that loss of life may not arise as in the lamentable 
Gundagai catastrophe in 1852. The weather still continues very dry, which must be a comfort 
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to the many settlers and their families who are houseless on the Darling in consequence of the 
flood." 
 
[* My 1879 Map of the Riverina shows "Neilpo or Grand Junction" is a property filling in the 
whole area between the Darling River and the Anabranch, and is listed in 1865 as the 
homestead being just 7 miles downriver from Wentworth. - Rusheen.] 
The Argus (Melbourne), 10 Jun 1864. 
 
_______________  
 
Jan 1864   Braun's charges of Robbing Tarcoola Store dismissed. 
[Haven't copied details as yet. 
Braun had been charged with robbing the Tarcoola Store. He had been in custody for quite a 
while (in Deniliquin???). Charges had to be dropped on a technicality.] 
 
Deniliquin Pastoral Times, 2 Jan 1864. 
 
___________________ 
 
 

Sep 1864  New Punt for Wentworth; owner Henry Leonard of Hay. 

Mr Henry Leonard of Hay, has much pleasure in announcing that his fine, safe, and strong 
Punt has been removed to 
WENTWORTH 
Where 
Sheep, cattle, horsemen, and heavily-laden drays 
Can cross at all seasons at reasonable rates. 
 
Sheep, per 1000 -   £2-0-0. 
Horsemen -   £0-2-0. 
Four-wheeled light vehicles, per wheel -  £0-0-9. 
 
Wentworth, July 25, 1864. 
 
Pastoral Times, 17 Sep 1864. 
 
_______________ 
 

Oct 1864   Mrs Renner and children held in their home by an Aborigine. 
 
A Wentworth correspondent of the South Australian Register, writing on the 26th September, 
gives the following particulars of some savage doings by a blackfellow. 
 
On Saturday evening, an aboriginal native named Charley, went to the residence of Dr 
Renner, and finding Mrs. Renner and the children alone, having no man servant, and Mr. 
Renner being away at Ki station, he immediately took possession of the house, helping himself 
to whatever he wanted; and having two bottles of grog with him he stayed carousing the 
whole night and up to noon on Sunday, when Mr. Charles Smith happened to pass that way, 
and Mrs. Renner called him to her assistance. 
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Smith then ordered the blackfellow to go., but instead of going , immediately attacked Smith 
with a knife, the same with which he had on several occasions threatened the life of Mrs. 
Renner, and chldren if they attempted to escape. A scuffle ensued, and both fell together. At 
this moment Mr. John Cave (Mrs. Renner's brother*), who had been expecting Mrs. Renner to 
visit him, came down to see what detained her. On his arrival the black let Mr. Smith go, who 
then endeavoured to take Mrs. Renner and the children away to the boat (Dr Renner's house, 
in consequence of the flooded state of the country is now surrounded by water); the 
black then dashed into the water, and tried to upset the boat, but the party got the 
assistance of Constable Kerridge, who on his approach, was attacked by the black with a 
waddy, which Kerridge got from him. He then ran into the bush, and got another waddy, 
which he threw at Kerridge, who stooped and allowed it to pass over his head; but with such 
force did he throw it that had not Kerridge allowed it to pass, it would in all probability, have 
killed him. 
 
The black then took the boat and put out into the river, saying he would return to the house 
and get the doctor's gun and shoot the whites  -   meaning Mrs. Renner and Mr. Smith. 
Kerridge then hastened to the house, and secured the gun, and the black drifted down the 
river in the boat. Finding pursuit useless, Kerridge went and lay concealed until he saw the 
black return, when he secured him before he could offer any resistance with the knife that he 
had concealed up the sleeve of his coat. He is now in the lock-up, awaiting the arrival of a 
magistrate. 
 
This same blackfellow only a few weeks ago returned from Deniliquin, where he was sent to 
take his trial for stealing a cheque, to which he pleaded "Guilty;" but in consequence of his 
crying in court, and saying he would never do it again, the judge ordered him to be released, 
and taken back to the police in Wentworth, and this after him having caused four witnesses to 
travel 60 miles to give evidence against him. He now says he does not care; they will only send 
him to Deniliquin, and then bring him back again. This clearly shows the good effects of 
dealing leniently with the poor harmless natives. 
 
The Mercury (Hobart)  Wednesday 19 October 1864. 
 
* South Australian Records show that Frederick Emil Renner on the 21st Nov 1854 married 
Anne/Anna Davie at the home of Mrs. John Cring near Reed Beds. Davie descendants live in 
the Wentworth area. Not certain how Mrs. Renner's brother could be John Cave. 
 
 ________________ 
 
 

 Dec 1864    Wentworth Races.  
 
Wentworth, 19 December 1864. 
The Wentworth Annual Races came off on Wednesday and Thursday, the 14th and 15th 
instant, on the course immediately adjoining the township. The weather was all that could be 
desired for the occasion, a fine shower of rain having fallen between 5 and 6 o'clock in the 
morning of the first day, which cooled the air and laid the dust for a few hours. Shortly after 
11 o'clock crowds could be seen wending their way to the course, and at 12, there being some 
500 or 600 people on the ground, the bell rung for the first race. Subjoined is the particulars:- 
 
Judge - Mr. J. M. Connell. 
Starter - Mr. W. Patterson. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14. 
 
FIRST RACE - MAIDEN PLATE. 
20 guineas. 
One and a half miles and a distance. 
Open to all horses that have never won public money. 
Entrance, £2 2s. 
Weight for age. 
Mr. F. Black's b.m. Polly (H. Menere)   ... 1   1 
Mr. J. Winterbottom's br.m. Lola Montes (Owner)   ... 2   0 
Mr. W. Stephen's g.g. Cas Fiech (Reid)   ... 3   0 
Mr. J. Mullin's Dusty (Driscoll)   ... 4   0 
 
In this race a good start was effected, and all the nags kept well together until the half mile, 
when the grey took the lead, with Lola Montes well up. The running appeared to lie between 
these two, but shortly before coming to the straight run, Menere, who it appeared had held in, 
then let out the little mare, and to the great astonishment of every one came in a winner by a 
length. Lola Montes second, the grey a good third. Time, 3 minutes 6 seconds. 
 
At the conclusion of the race for the Maiden Plate, Polly, the winner, immediately after passing 
the winning post swerved suddenly to one side and threw her rider, who was rather severly 
shaken by the fall, but who came to the scales streaming with blood from his mouth and nose, 
he having fallen on his face. 
 
SECOND RACE - LADIES' PURSE. 
30 guineas. 
Open to all horses. 
One mile heats. 
Weight 10 stone. 
Mr. J. Winterbottom's ch.m. Mary Ann (Owner)   ... 1   1 
Mr. W. Stephen's g.g. Cas Fiech (J. Macdonald)   ... 2   2 
Mr. R. Driscoll's b.g. Garibaldi (Owner)   ... 3   0 
Mr. W. Crozier's ch.g. Silver (J. Higgins)   ... 4   3 
 
A good start until about three-quarters of the distance, when Silver's saddle slipped round; 
but Higgins, every inch a jockey, stuck to his horse with the saddle hanging under his belly, 
and brought him in saving his distance. Time 2 min. 1 sec. 
 
SECOND HEAT - 
Garibaldi was drawn. All three got off well together; Silver and the grey kept racing hard 
nearly all the way to the straight running, when Winterbottom let out his mare and brought 
her in a winner by two lengths. Time, 2 min. 3 sec. 
 
THIRD RACE - HACK STAKES. 
10 guineas. 
One mile heats. 
Catch weights. 
Post entrance. 
Mr. McDonald's Paintbrush (D. McDonald)   ... 1   1 
Mr. Winterbottom's Bob (Owner)   ... 2   2 
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Mr. J. Mullins's Longdog (Higgins)   ... 4   0 
Mr. Rutherford's Conerty (Reid)   ... 3   3 
 
This race was won easily by Painbrush, who took the lead in both heats, and won easily by 
several lengths.. 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15. 
 
FIRST RACE - WENTWORTH TOWN PLATE. 
50 guineas. 
Open to all horses. 
Entrance £3 3s.  
Three miles. 
One event. 
Mr. Winterbottom's ch.m. Mary Ann (Owner)   ... 1 
Mr. F. Black's b.m. Polly (Menere)   ... 2 
Mr. Winterbottom's br.m. Murray Lass (Kearns)   ... 3 
Mr. Lynch's b.g. Faugh-a-Ballagh (Butcher)   ... 4 
Mr. Mullin's ch.g. Gift (Higgins)   ...0 
 
This was the best race of the meeting. All the horses got off well together, but Faugh-a-Ballagh 
soon dropped behind, and left the running to the other four, who kept so close together for the 
first mile and a quarter that a blanket would have covered the lot, when Gift bolted off the 
course, leaving the race to the others. Higgins finding he could not overtake them walked in. 
Murray Lass then took the lead, with Mary Ann close behind, and Polly third; the bay horse 
who had come up pretty close to them, not a bad fourth. They kept in this position until about 
half a mile from home, when Polly began to make play for it. The race ended by Mary Ann 
winning by a length and a half. Polly second, Murray Lass, only a head behind her, third, 
Faugh-a-Ballagh being only two lengths behind Murray Lass. Time, 6 min. 54 sec. 
 
SECOND RACE - HURDLE RACE. 
20 guineas. 
One mile heats; over three hurdles four feet high. 
Mr. McDonald's Paintbrush (Reid)   ... 1   1 
Mr. Stephen's Cas Fiech (Owner)   ... 0   0 
Mr. Black's Black Bess (Menare)   ... 0   0 
 
This was a walkover. The two horses were only entered to make a race. They never took a 
leap, but just started, and turned, and returned. Paintbrush took the leaps in fine style. 
 
THIRD RACE - CONSOLATION STAKES. 
For all horses beaten during the meeting. 
15 guineas. 
Mr. Stephen's g.g. Cas Fiech (Reid)   ... 1   1 
Mr. W. Crozier's ch.g. Silver (Higgins)   ... 2   2 
Mr. Driscoll's b.g. Garibaldi (Menere)   ... 0   0 
 
Both heats won easily by the grey. 
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A HURRYSKURRY for £3 for which four horses started, and won by Faugh-a-Ballah, concluded 
the most successful races ever held at Wentworth. 
 
After the conclusion of the first day's sport a ball was held at McGeorge's Wentworth Hotel, 
which was most numerously attended. Dancing commenced soon after 9 o'clock, and 
continued until 12, when the guesta ascended to the supper room, where a spread of all the 
delicacies of the season awaited them. After which they returned to the ballroom, where 
dancing was kept up until the early hours of the morning. 
 
At the conclusion of the sports of the Thursday a public dinner was held at Gunn's Crown 
Hotel; Mr. H. Jamieson, J.P., in the chair, and Mr. John Crozier, J.P., in the vice-chair. About 70 
gentlemen sat down to a most sumptuous repast, got up in Mrs. Gunn's usual superb style. 
After the removal of the cloth the guests remained some two hours, during which time the 
usual loyal and other toasts were given and responded to, interspersed by a few good songs 
by Messrs. Richardson, T. Smith, Dowie, and other gentlemen; after which the room was 
cleared, and dancing commenced shortly after 10, and was kept up until the small hours of the 
morning. 
 
South Australian Register, 27 Dec 1864. 
 
_________________ 
 

Dec 1864    Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney at Wentworth. 
A BRANCH of this bank has been established at WENTWORTH, Darling River, for the 
transaction of all usual banking business. 
Robert Napier, Manager. 
Sydney, 10 Dec 1864. 
Sydney Morning Herald 17 January 1865. 
 
 
- Nov 1865   For Sale or To Let - Premises lately occupied by the Commercial Bank at 
Wentworth.   
To Storekeepers - For Sale or To Let, 
those premises lately occupied by the Commercial Bank at Wentworth. The premises were 
originally built for an iron-monger's shop, and are well adapted for a shop for any 
business. 
For particulars apply to Mr. J. Price, ironmonger, Wentworth; or to Messrs. Martin & Sach, 
Adelaide.  
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 1 Nove 1865. 
 
 
Greville's Post Office Directory of 1872 - Ad. 
Commercial Banking Co Of Sydney 
Listed branches include Wentworth. 
 
Greville's Post Office Directory of 1872 
J. Richardson - Manager Commercial Bank Wentworth. 
 
 
COMMERCIAL BANKING COMPANY OF SYDNEY website  
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(although a lot of this information comes from Steve Mars, Darling River Bank Gallery, 
Wentworth) 
http://www.cbcbank.com.au/images/Branches/NSW/NSW%20Country/NSW%20Country%
20P-Y/nsw_country%20We.htm 
 
51 DARLING STREET WENTWORTH. 
Located at the junction of the Murray & Darling rivers, the town was a major river port. 
CLOSED 1872 (48th Report); 
 
REOPENED 1877 (59th Report);  
1893 January Listed in 89th Report. 
According to John Beer, CBCofS offered the business of Wentworth branch to NBA who 
refused the offer because NBA did not have Government approval to open any branches in 
NSW, so CBCofS closed without anyone taking over the business when Wentworth branch 
closed in the late 1800s. 
 
These are recent photos of the building built as the Commercial Bank in Wentworth NSW in 
1927. 
Photos 1 and 2 of the front. Back in 2002 a local government grant paid for repainting the 
parts viewable to the public in "heritage" colours.  The old bank chamber has been my gallery 
since early 2008 
Photo 3 Looking from our deck, built in 2002, to the Darling River and Wharf 
Photo 4 looking down the side from Darling Street the main street in Wentworth 
Photo 5 from our back yard looking back towards Darling Street. 
 
My Comment: Maud Crang, in "Maud's 2nd Book of Houses" pp.26-27,  and p.42, goes into 
much greater detail. 
 
_______________ 
 

Jun 1865  McGeorge leaves Wentworth and Wentworth Hotel. 
South Australian Register, 13 Jun 1865. 
 
Presentation on departure of Mr. & Mrs McGeorge of the Wentworth Hotel. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mc George, who have conducted the Wentworth Hotel, Wentworth, during the 
last seven years, have lately announced their intention of leaving this town and 
neighbourhood, it was resolved to present Mrs. McGeorge with some parting token of our 
esteem and regard. A subscription was accordingly commenced, and the list having been filled 
in one day, Mr. Weltie was commissioned to procure from Melbourne a handsome gold watch 
and chain, as being articles very suitable for the intended object. The commision having been 
duly executed, a meeting of the subscribers and others was held at Mr. Davie's on Monday, the 
29th May (Mrs McGeorge having been invited to be present), when Mr. Renner read a 
numerously signed address, and requested Mrs. McGeorge to accept the gold watch and chain. 
Mrs. McGeorge, in a few and appropriate words, feelingly returned thanks. 
 
_________________ 
 

Sep 1865  Menindie Station for Sale. 
 
MENINDIE STATION, Darling River, New South Wales. 
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Ryan and Hammond have received instructions to OFFER for SALE BY AUCTION  at Wright's 
Hotel, Bourke-street west on Thursday 28th September inst., at two o'clock p.m. 
 
The whole of those valuable properties known as  
 
MENINDIE RUNS, 
 
consisting of the following:- 
Alma 
Balaclava 
Coonbaralba 
Kars 
Silistria 
Menindie 
Inner Naloria 
Outer Naloria 
Inner Pammamaroo 
Outer Pammamaroo 
Nara 
Caudilla 
Paringa Gauri 
Malakoff 
Inkermann 
Mount Gipps 
Redan  
 
And 
 
Two blocks in South Australia, adjoining the other runs. 
 
 
The station has a frontage to the Darling River of about 40 miles, together with several fresh-
water lakes. 
 
The country consists of well-grassed saltbush plains of the most fattening description, 
intersected by sandhills and belts of myall and box forest. The margins of the lakes at certain 
seasons of the year are clothed with the celebrated Darling clover, the fattening qualities of 
which are too well known to require comment.. 
 
From the Scrope Ranges and Coonbaralba Mountains numerous creeks take their rise, and 
offer great facilities for the storage of large supplies of water, which may also be obtained by 
sinking; some of the wells already in working order being capable of watering 10,000 sheep 
throughout the year. 
 
Immediately behind the Coonbaralba Mountains the country is known as the Maxwell Downs, 
having an elevation of about 1,200 feet above the sea level, and forming some of the finest 
sheep country in the district, and on which water is obtainable by sinking in the beds of the 
creek, and springs have lately been discovered. As the country becomes more known, no 
doubt a large number of these springs will be opened up. 
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The capabilities of this magnificent country can scarcely be over-estimated, and the facilities 
offered by the steamers for conveying stores and wool to and from the stations should not be 
overlooked; nor should the commanding position the station occupies for the supplying of the 
Adelaide and Melbourne markets with fat stock, of which large numbers have been annually 
disposed of. 
 
With the runs will be sold the undermentioned stock, more or less, as by last returns:- 
56,000 SHEEP 
And 
11,000 CATTLE, 
Working horses, working bullocks, drays, station plant, &c. 
 
The improvements consist of a brick cottage of 6 rooms, brick store 50 feet long, servants' 
room, kitchen, overseers' and travellers' room, large wool-shed with lever press, shearers' 
hut, stockyards, &c., at head station. 
 
At Narooah Station, 
Manager's cottage, branding yards, drafting yards, &c. 
 
At Coonbaralba, 
Overseer's cottage, men's hut, stock yards, &c. 
 
Terms and further particulars may be ascertained on application at the agents' office, 67 
Bourke-street west. 
The Argus (Melbourne) Sep 1865. 
 
________________ 
 
Dec 1865   Murder at Wentworth.  
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide) 4 Dec 1865. 
 
We have received private information about a murder committed at Wentworth. The 
murderer is an aboriginal known as "GOODWIN'S CHARLEY," a desperate character, and the 
same man by whom MRS RENNER was assaulted some months ago. The victim is a shepherd 
named RICHARD HICKSON, in the employment of Mr John Crozier, of Kulnine station. It is 
supposed that Charley has thrown poor Hickson's body into the river, as down to the date of 
our advice it had not been found. The affair has created much excitement in the neighborhood. 
 
[Death of Richard Hickson at Wentworth is recorded in the 1865 BDMs; Father Richard, 
mother Mary.] 
 
_______________ 

Feb 1866   Wentworth Spirit Merchants. 
[include] 
 Charles YOUNG,  
Emile GEYER.  
Sydney Morning Herald  14 Feb 1866. 
 
____________________________________________ 
Jun 1866   Darling District Runs. 
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DARLING DISTRICT RUNS. 
Terryawynya and Lower or West Terryawynya  -  W. J. T. CLARKE. 
Bedure West  -  E. FLOOD. 
Mourte [later part of Tolarno]  -  W. L. and R. T. REID. 
East Albemarle (sic), block C  -  J. J. PHELPS. 
North Mundonah  and North Gulthul -  W. TAYLOR. 
North Paubau (sic)  -  Joseph J. PHELPS. 
North Turlee and North Turlee Block A, Outer Back Turlee blocks B and C  -  William NASH. 
Kilfera, blocks A, B, and C  -  Charles RYAN. 
Mitta and West Mitta  -  Joseph DUNNE. 
Burraawanna  -  William McLEAN. 
Urata, North-west  -  William McLEAN, sen. 
Outer Cuthro, Outer Walhara, Southern Outer  - James PILE. 
East Albermarle, block D  -  W. D. REID and R. T. REID. 
Bruce's Plains No. 1  -  J. J. PHELPS. 
Bruce's Plains No. 2 and No. 3  -  E. J. HOGG. 
Ana Branch, East  -  John CROZIER. 
South Gah Gah (sic), West Paubau (sic), Outer Back Mythe, block B, North Mythe, A, B, and C, 
West Paubau (sic) block B  -  William NASH. 
East Barara Divide, Gunpanoola East  -  J. McLEOD. 
Back Prunella, blocks A and B  -  John FILMER. 
Kilfera, blocks D, E, F, G, H, I, J, and Kelfera (sic) blocks L, M, N, O, P, Q  -  Charles RYAN. 
Mipora of Manfred West and East  -  Ized STEWART. 
Mount Dispersion, N. E.  -  Donald McKENZIE. 
Blenalben No. 4, No. 5, No. 6  - J. J. PHELPS. 
South Tubrigo (sic)  -  James SCOTT. 
Whitmenbah  -  C. RYAN. 
Yankie  -  J. B. GRAVES. 
Waneba, Outer Paringi Gaari, Candaba  -  Joseph DUNNE. 
South Terryawynya  -  F. and J. S. SLAUGHTON. 
Outer Paringi Gaari, West  -  James BAKER. 
Mundybah  -  P. McGREGOR. 
Blenalben, No. 8  -  J. J. PHELPS. 
Woolpagerie, South  -  J. McKENZIE and A. C. KENNEDY. 
Wendi  -  Joseph DUNNE. 
Gah Gah (sic), A, B, C, and D  - C. W. SIGAR. 
East Illawla, and Lower Pernalingay  - Dugald FLETCHER. 
 
[Runs in the Bligh, Clarence, Gwydir, and Warrego Districts are also listed.] 
Maitland Mercury and General Advertiser, 30 June 1866.  
 
_____________________ 
 

Dec 1866  Richardson - Crozier marriage. 
 
7th December, at Kulnine, River Murray, by special license, John Richardson, Esq., Manager of 
the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, at Wentworth, to Elizabeth, second daughter of 
John Crozier, Esq., J.P., of Kulnine, Victoria. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 22 Dec 1866. 
 
_________________ 
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Dec 1866   Wentworth Races. 
 
The Wentworth Races are just concluded, particulars by mail. 
 
A match was got up between Mr. E. M. Bagot's Little John and Mr. J. Scott's Charley for £100 a 
side. Three miles. One event. Weight for age. Charley was the winner. Time, 6 min. 1 sec. 
South Australian Register, 31 Dec 1866. 
 
_________________ 
 
Nov 1867   Dr Fletcher's properties on the Darling and Ana Branch for sale. 
 
RYAN and HAMMOND have received instructions from Dr FLETCHER to offer for private sale 
All his magnificent stations on the Darling River and Ana Branch, containing upwards of 1,000 
square miles of splendid grazing country, with a large water frontage. 
 
The stations will be sold with 
65,000 first-class sheep, which have been bred for many years with the greatest care, and 
500 head of cattle, and will be delivered in January.  
 
There is a large working plant upon the stations (which will be given in the purchase), and all 
improvements necessary to carry on a very extensive sheep establishment; and from the fact 
of the runs being so much under-stocked, and that the wool can be sent to market by water 
from Wentworth (which is on the station) in any season, these runs offer an inducement to 
intending purchasers which seldom occurs. 
 
For terms which are liberal, and other particulars, apply to 
Messrs. GRAHAM BROTHERS and Co., 91 Little Collins-street east; or to 
RYAN and HAMMOND, 57 Bourke-street west, Melbourne. 
Argus (Melbourne)  30 Nov 1867. 
__________________ 
 
Apr 1867   Dissolution of partnership of Gunn & Jones.  
Dissolved by mutual consent. 
William Gunn 
Augustine Jones. 
Witnesses - W.T.Richardson and D. J. McKenery. 
Wentworth, March 29, 1867. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), 12 Apr 1867. 
 
__________________ 
 

Dec 1867   Insolvency Proceedings - McLaren, Smith, and Company of Wentworth; and 
James Thomson Smith. 
 
Schedule Filed. 
Dec. 28 - McLaren, Smith, and Company, of Wentworth, by James Thomson Smith, sole 
remaining partner. 
Liabilities - £3586-6-5, of which £700 is secured. 
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Assets - £501-9-8. 
 
Dec. 28 - James Thomson Smith, of McLaren, Smith, and Company, private estate. 
Liabilities - £1285 of which £175-7-3 is secured. 
Assets - £852-15-2. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 31 Dec 1867. 
 
Previous mention of McLaren, Smith and Company in 1863. 
I mentioned a few weeks ago that Messrs. McLaren, Smith, and Co.'s store had in it about a 
foot of water. In the Observer of the 24th October its Wentworth correspondent states that 
this would be sufficient to suppose that the whole township was flooded. Had your 
contemporary's correspondent taken the small trouble of reading a little further he would 
have found that the main part of the township was between five and six feet above the water 
level; thus rendering it impossible for any person reading the whole letter to draw the same 
conclusion as the Observer's correspondent did by reading part. The store in question is a 
shed lately used by McLaren, Smith & Co. as a wool store. The same firm have now 
rapidly approaching completion a new and commodious wool store, which it is estimated 
will be capable of storing about 1,500 bales, and which is several feet above even the present 
unusually high flood. 
South Australian Advertiser, 11 Nov 1863. 
 
___________________ 
 
1867 to 1886  Twenty seven cases of Wentworth residents listed on the Insolvency Index. 
 
Name,  Occupation,  Sequestration,  File Number,  Date Certificate issued. 
 
BRINGOLF Leon, Chemist, 19/06/1876,  ER 10/08/1876. 
BRINGOLF Leon, Chemist,  -   , 13415A,  -   . 
BRINGOLG Leon, Chemist etc,  19/09/1877,  13677,  -   . 
 
BRITTON Arthur, Publican,  16/12/1871,  10858,   -   . 
[Cliffs Hotel, Tolarno near Menindie, 1866-72, "Late of Menindie".] 
 
BUTCHER Edward, Subcontractor,  28/01/1878,  13854,  24/04/1879. 
BUTCHER Edward, Contractor, 28/05/1883,  18005,   -  . 
CAMERON Alexander McLachlan, Contractor, 6/05/1886,  20711,  -  . 
 
CAMERON John Baillie, Publican,  31/07/1879,  15012,  -  . 
["Late of Sturts Billabong"] 
 
DODD William Thomas, Baker,  29/07/1885,  19903. 
[Amt. realized by Assignees £20; Court Fees £1-5-0; Extra expenses such as wages to 
employees £2-13-10; Amt. of remuneration to Assignees £6-6-0; Amt. to unsecured Creditors 
£8-5-11; Balance undisposed of  -  . Government Gazette 1887] 
 
FITZPATRICK John, Ex-Publican,  21/11/1874,  12179,  -  . 
GAZLEY Henry, Saddler,  11/05/1885,  19700,  7/09/1886. 
 
HAMMAT John,  -  ,  8/05/1879,  14782,  -  . 
["Late of Wilcannia"] 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 241 

 
INNES Isaac, Laborer,  12/03/1885,  19534,  -  . 
KOZEN Moss, Jeweller,  3/05/1883,  17943,  -  . 
LAMBERT Charles,  Contractor,  12/08/1885,  19947,  -  . 
MACLEAN Duncan Gillam, Contractor,  11/11/1885,  20194,  2/03/1887. 
MCCORMACK Henry Osborne, Licensed Surveyor,  30/09/1870,  10213,  26/09/1871. 
MCIVER Charles, Stock & Station Agent,  9/07/1886,  20926,  19/02/1890? 
MCKINNON Francis, Hawker & Steamboat Owner,  17/05/1883,  17981,  -  . 
MCLAREN Alexander, Storekeeper,  27/11/1867,  8710,  -  , And others. 
MITCHELL David Smith, Saddler,  21/05/1868,  8987,  13/04/1869. 
PEGLER Henry William, Ex-Publican,  5/06/1886,  20821,  21/12/1887. 
PERRY William Howard, Lodging House Keeper,  14/11/1879,  15290,  17/05/1880. 
SMITH James Thompson, Commission Agent,  27/11/1867,  8710,  9/01/1906 [as written],  -  
, &c. Anors. 
STEWART William Montgomery Cunningham, Laborer,  28/12/1887,  22835, - . 
WILKES Frederic William, Steamboat Proprietor,  22/04/1880,  15651,  5/09/1881. 
WILLIAMS Cunningham, Fellmonger & Wool Sorter,  17/03/1868,  8879,  -  . 
 
State Records of New South Wales, Kingswood. 
 
______________________ 
 

Apr 1868   Farewell to Rev. Goodwin; Congratulations to Duke of Edinburgh on his 
deliverance from the assassin's hands; Pledge of loyalty. 
 
Wentworth, Saturday April 4. 
 
This has been an exciting week for Wentworth. On Monday last a meeting was called at 11 
o'clock a.m., at the Court-House, for the purpose of presenting the Rev. Mr. Goodwin with 
an address and a purse of 60 sovereigns, on his leaving this place for Portland district. 
 
Lieutenant-Colonel Russell having been called to the chair, spoke ably of the regret which was 
universally felt by the whole of the inhabitants at the loss they were about to sustain, the rev. 
gentleman having resided in that district for about 15 years, and gained the respect of 
everyone with whom he came in contact. He then presented the address and purse. The Rev. 
Mr. Goodwin rose, and in feeling terms expressed his regret at leaving, and said that he was 
sure that wherever he might go, he would not meet with greater kindness than he had 
received there. He concluded by thanking them for the kindly wishes expressed in the address 
to himself and Mrs. Goodwin, and also for the substantial token of their esteem. 
 
A meeting for the purpose of congratulating H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh on his 
deliverance from the assassin's hands was held on Tuesday evening at the Court-House. At 
the time appointed the building was filled, and amongst the Company were a large number of 
ladies.  
 
Lieut.-Colonel Russell was voted to the chair. The Rev. Mr. Rose moved "That the inhabitants 
of Wentworth desire to offer to His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh their heartfelt 
congratulations on his speedy recovery from the murderous and dastardly attack recently 
made upon him, an attack the intelligence of which filled them with the most profound 
indignation." The motion was seconded by Mr. Gunn, and carried nem. con. 
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The second proposition was moved by Mr. E. Felgate, as follows:- "That the inhabitants of 
Wentworth take this opportunity of expressing to His Royal Highness their continued 
loyalty to the throne and affection for the person of His Royal Highness, and that they most 
fervently hope that the most atrocious crime of one vile miscreant will have no effect in 
shaking the confidence of His Highness in the steadfast loyalty of themselves and the 
inhabitants of the Australian colonies." This was seconded by Mr. P. Weltie, and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. J. Price moved, and Mr. Moody seconded, "That the foregoing resolutions be transmitted 
by telegram to the Hon. the Colonial Secratary, and that he be requested to present them to 
His Excellency the Governor for the purpose of being laid before His Royal Highness." This 
motion was also carried unanimously, and after a vote of thanks to the Chairman, moved by 
Mr. Pennefather and seconded by Mr. Mitchell, had been duly accorded, the whole of the 
company rose and sang "God Save the Queeen" with enthusiasm. 
 
The Royal Hotel was opened on Wednesday last . It is a fine, handsome and commodious 
hotel, and under the supervision of the host, Mr. E. Felgate, there is no doubt it will do a good 
business. This makes the third hotel in this township, and each of them will bear comparison, 
either in appearance or for internal appointments and management, with anything in the 
colonies.  
 
Business is still dull, but I understand the Darling River is rising up at Fort Bourke. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 9 Apr 1868. 
 
________________ 
 
Apr 1868   Hardy -  Russell marriage at Wentworth. 
 
March 19th, at Wentworth, River Darling, by Rev. T. H. Goodwin,  
Henry B. G. Hardy, Esq., C.E., Department of Works, New South Wales, son of late Simeon H. 
Hardy, Esq., M.D., Staff Surgeon to H.M. Forces, Fort Pitt, Chatham, 
marriage to 
Emily Agnes, fourth daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick Browne Russell, Police 
Magistrate, Wentworth. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 22 Apr 1868. 
________________ 
 

Apr 1868   Royal Hotel opens with E. Felgate. 
 
The Royal Hotel was opened on Wednesday last. It is a fine handsome and commodious hotel, 
and under the supervision of Mr. E. Felgate, there is no doubt it will do good business. This 
makes the third hotel in this township, and each of them will bear comparison either in 
appearance or for internal appointments and management with anything in the colonies. 
 
South Australian Advertiser,Thurs 9 Apr 1868. 
 
___________________  
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May 1868   Properties in Wentworth for Private Sale. 
 
The Murray and Darling River Trade. 
Attention of Steamboat Proprietors, Merchants and GeneralmForwarding Agents is directed 
to the PRIVATE SALES of the undermentioned VALUABLE PROPERTIES, built expressly for 
the RIVER TRADE, being the most central and most suitable premises in Wentworth:- 
 
Lot 1 of Allomentt 5 of Section 23 
Having a frontage of 30 feet to Darling-street, with a depth of 90 feet to J. T. Smith's wool 
stores. 
 
Lot 2 of Allotment 5 of Section 23 
Having a frontage of 40 feet to Darling-street, with a depth of 90 feet to wool stores. On this 
Lot is erected a GALVANIZED IRON STORE, 20 by 30 feet, adjoining the Royal Hotel, and well 
adapted for a general store. 
 
Lot 3 of Allotment 5, Section 23 
Having a frontage of 30 feet to the wharf, with a depth of 82 feet, on which is erected a WOOL 
STORE, 70 feet by 30 feet, known as J. T. Smith's wool store. 
 
Lot 4 of allotment 5, Section 23 
Having a frontage of 40 feet to the wharf, with a depth of 82 feet, on which is erected a WOOL 
STORE, 40 feet by 70 feet, also known as J. T. Smith's wool store. 
 
Lot 1 of allotments 1 and 2, Section 23A 
Having a frontage of 63 feet to Darling-street, with a depth of 94 feet to Murray-street, on 
which is erected a SIX-ROOMED DWELLING HOUSE, opposite the Royal Hotel. A rare 
opening for a restaurant. 
 
Lot 2 of allotment 2, Section 23A, having a frontage of 71 feet to Murray-street (adjoining 
Lot1), with a depth of 63 feet to a lane. 
 
Lot 16 of Section 22, containing 1 rood, on which is erected a TWO-ROOMED HOUSE. 
 
ALSO 
 
Various TOWN ALLOTMENTS, pleasantly situated in improving localities. 
 
For further particulars and copies of ground plans, apply to John Richardson, Esq., Manager 
Commercial Bank, or to Mr. J. T. Smith, Wentworth. 
May 9, 1868.  
  
South Australian Advertiser, 19 May 1868. 
 
________________ 
 
Sep 1868   Rough Wentworth census (Equally divided township). 
 
At the town of Wentworth a rough unofficial census was lately taken in connection with the 
school, and the following results appeared:- 
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Total population - 703. 
Males and females about equally divided. 
As also those above and below fourteen years of age. 
 
Taking the main street as a dividing line, there were about the same number resident on the 
one side and its environs as on the other. 
 
A very evenly balanced township. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  8 September 1868. 
 
_______________ 
 
 

1868  Dr Barry Cotter on Medical Register. 

Government Gazette, 1868 p.593. 
 
No. of Certificate: 270. 
Date of Registration: 25 January 1845. 
Barry COTTAR (sic). 
Address: Sydney. 
Qualification: Lic. Phys. & Surg. Glasgow 18- (as written). 
 
[ Dr. Cotter was an early settler in Wentworth, NSW (See Land Sales). See also the 1878 
Review of Labilliere's "Early History of Victoria" included in the section on Articles. This 
mentions Cotter's house in the original Port Phillip settlement.] 
 
___________________ 
 
 

1868     Horse Brands. 
Government Gazette, 1868 pp.1306-1333. 
Includes: 
Charles BRYANT, 'Cawarra Bend', Wentworth. 
Edmund T. WOLCOTT, Menindie. 
BARRETT & MAY, 'Moorara', Wentworth. 
Joseph HARRIS [written Jos.], Golgol, Wentworth. 
Michael CHARTERS [written Ml], Wentworth. 
FIELD & CHISHOLM, 'Marra', Fort Bourke. 
Samuel HESSELTINE, Wentworth.  
 
________________ 
 
 
Jan 1869   Tapio station raided by man calling himself Thunderbolt. 
The Wentworth correspondent of the Deniliquin Chronicle gives particulars of the sticking up 
of Tapio station by a man who called himself Thunderbolt, but who appears rather to be the 
man who shot McCabe. The robber selected the race-horse "Euston" which was in training for 
the Wentworth races, on which he rode away, leaving behind him the horse on which he came. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser  5 Jan 1869. 
 
_________________ 
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Jan 1869  Salt Creek land reserved for Public Purposes and Water Supply. 
RESERVED FROM LEASE. 
Land withdrawn for Public Use. 
Pastoral District of Darling - No. 7. 
2,560 acres. 
County of Tara, Salt Creek . 
The Crown Lands commencing at a marked tree on the Yangara or Salt Creek, near to where 
the scrub road from Lake Victoria strikes it; and bounded as described in Gazette No. 19. 
 
RESERVE FROM CONDITIONAL PURCHASE. 
In pursuance of the provisions of the Crown Lands' Alienation Act of 1861, the land specified 
is reserved from sale until surveyed for the preservation of water supply, or other public 
purposes. 
Pastoral District of Darling - No. 32. 
2,560 acres. 
County of Tara, at Salt Creek. 
Sydney Morning Herald  30 Jan 1869. 
_______________ 
 
Feb 1869   Lyne died of exhaustion near Pooncaira (Pooncarie). 
A man named Richard Lyne died from exhaustion near Pooncaira in the South Western 
district. The parties who found the poor man used every possible exertion to save his life, but 
in vain. 
Sydney Morning Herald  27 Feb 1869. 
 
_______________ 
 
Mar 1869   Philip H. Gell of Lake Victoria Station, insolvent. 
 
 NEW INSOLVENT. 
Philip H. GELL, Lake Victoria Station, formerly of New South Wales, now of Melbourne, 
squatter.  
 
Causes of insolvency - From losses sustained by the depreciation of station property called the 
Lake Victoria station, in the districts of Albert and Darling respectively, on the Lower Murray, 
and Lake Victoria, in the colony of New South Wales, since the purchase of same, and from 
losses sustained by continued bad seasons, and from the depreciation in the price of wool and 
stock. 
 
Liabilities: £53,585 18s. 9d. 
Assets: £28,000. 
Deficiency: £25,585 18s. 9d. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  13 March 1869.  
_______________ 
 
Apr 1869   Police, Bushrangers and sly-grog shops, Wentworth/Pooncaira (Pooncarie) 
area. 
From Pastoral Times. 
From a Correspondent on the Darling. 
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I forward you this communication with a view to point out some of the abuses that exist down 
here; the facts stated are by no means overdrawn, but far below the actual state of matters, 
the sly-grog shops are a subject of notoriety - these men carry on their calling without let or 
hindrance in broad day; for instance there are four shanties and three licensed houses within 
a distance of thirty miles - this, you must admit, is a very bad state of matters.  
 
Then again as to the police, they are in a most disorganised state. The case referred to was a 
case that happened to one of my men - in order to make sure of capturing the culprit, the case 
was reported both at Pooncaira and Wentworth, so that if the man had gone either up or 
down the river the police would have a good chance of getting him, and moreover, I put the 
police on his track, and told them where his tracks had been seen going up the river, and this 
is a country so bare that a man's tracks could be followed everywhere. The police, however, 
take a ride out for a few days, and not finding their man, return again, on their way back one 
might needs call at a public-house, and remains there drinking for two or three days, while the 
other amused himself kangaroo hunting. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald  29 Apr 1869. 
_______________ 
 
 
Jun 1869  The Magistracy at Wentworth. 
 
The Government Gazette of yesterday contains a list of certain appointments of Police 
Magistrate. ... new plan to reduce the number of Police Magistrates. ... Mr. Frederick Brown 
Russell, Police Magistrate for Wentworth, has been appointed Police Magistrate for 
Queanbeyan; Mr. William Farrand, Police Magistrate for Forbes, has been appointed 
Police Magistrate for Wentworth. ... 
 
Mr. Farrand, who will go to Wentworth, will also have Euston and Pooncari. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 8 June 1869. 
 
_________________ 
 

Jun 1869   Properties, on Murray and Darling Rivers and Ana Branch, of late Dr Fletcher 
for sale.  
 
RYAN and HAMMOND have received instructions from the executors of the late DR FLETCHER 
to OFFER for POSITIVE SALE by PUBLIC AUCTION at 2 o'clock p.m. on Friday, 23rd day of July, 
at Scott's Hotel, Collins-street, Melbourne. 
 
All those magnificent stations belonging to the late Dr Fletcher, situate on the Murray River, 
Darling, and Ana Branch, containing about 1000 square miles of splendid country, with 
about 100 miles of water frontage. 
 
The stations will be sold with about 60,000 first-class sheep of mixed ages and sexes, of which 
about 20,000 are lambing ewes, and which for many years have been bred with the greatest 
care; also about 700 head of cattle and about 65 horses. 
 
There is a large paddock on one of the stations in which about 15,000 sheep were depastured 
during the last summer, and all improvements necessary for carrying on a very extensive 
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sheep establishment. A full working plant will be given in to the purchaser, and from the fact 
that the runs being so much under-stocked, and that the wool can be sent by water either to 
Melbourne or to Adelaide in any season, these runs offer an inducement to intending 
purchasers which seldom occurs. 
 
For terms, which are very liberal, and other particulars, apply to 
Messrs. GRAHAM BROTHERS and Co., 91 Little-Collins-street east; or to 
RYAN and HAMMOND, 57 Bourke-street west. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  Thursday 24 June 1869. 
 
________________ 
 
Jul 1869    Two men steal from the steamer Endeavour. 
On the last trip of the steamer Endeavour down the Darling two men were taken on board 
who were to work their passage down to Wentworth. All went right until Saturday the 12th 
last, when the vessel had got down as far as Tolarno, and after dark all hands were on shore 
cutting firewood. The two men, taking advantage of the circumstances, entered the cabin, 
broke open a chest, and taking the cash-box and contents, at once, with all possible speed, 
"made tracks" from the steamer. The robbery, of course, was soon discovered, and 
information as soon as possible was sent to Pooncaira and Wentworth. Constable Bailey from 
Pooncaira, with a black tracker, picked up the tracks at the place where the steamer lay, and 
for 14 consecutive days followed the track of the vagabonds, until they at last tracked them 
into the township of Wilcannia, where Bailey secured his men, and also two confederates. 
He actually found some of the stolen property on the persons of the men. 
 
Tonight Bailey and his men came down by the mail, and now they are safely lodged in the 
gaol. If the residents of this district  do not make some acknowledgement to constable Bailey 
for the determined and resolute manner in which he pursued and captured his men, they will 
not do their duty to him or to themselves. 
 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide)  6 July 1869. 
______________ 
 
Aug 1869   Will of late Donald McRae, formerly of Caulpaulin Station, and of Deep Creek. 
 
Will of late Donald McRae, formerly of Caulpaulin Station, on the River Darling, New South 
Wales, but lately of Cluny House, on the Deep Creek, in the county of Bourke, in the colony of 
Victoria; sheep farmer, deceased. 
 
... Letters of administration ...  granted to Duncan McGregor, of the Caulpaulin Station, station 
manager, the duly appointed attorney of Christina McRae, the widow of Donald McRae, ... 
to whom the Supreme Court on 13th February 1868, grant an administration cum testamento 
annexo within Victoria, John Nepean McIntosh (in the said will of John McIntosh only), of 
Bathurst, in New South Wales, Solicitor, and Joseph Smith, of George Plains, near Bathurst 
aforesaid, Sheep Farmer, the two and only executors named in and appointed by the said will 
having first duly renounced the probate and executorship thereof and the administration of 
the personal estate and effects of the said deceased. 
 
Dated 9th August 1869. 
Thomas Brereton Watson, Lloyd's chambers, Sydney, proctor of the said applicant. 
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Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Aug 1869. 
_______________ 
 
Sep 1869  Farrand appointed as Police Magistrate for Wentworth Police District. 
Mr. William Farrand appointed as Police Magistrate to exercise at Wentworth, Euston, and 
Pooncaira [Pooncarie], within the police district of Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald  18 Sep 1869. 
______________________________________________ 
 

Dec 1869   Felgate's fossil gigantic kangaroo near Lake Victoria. 
 
"There is in the possession of Mr Felgate of Wentworth, Lower Darling," writes the Pastoral 
Times, "one half of an animal's jawbone; it is about 12 inches in length, and there are six 
perfect teeth from one and a quarter inches to one and a half inches square. The enamel is 
beautifully preserved on the teeth. The specimen is supposed to have belonged to one of the 
species of KANGAROOS OF GIGANTIC SIZE , and it was taken out of the earth 60ft. below the 
surface while the discoverer was digging a well, one of our learned professors may throw 
some light upon the specimen. 
 
A local geologist estimates that the bone was deposited 360,000 years ago; but we are not in 
the possession of the reasoning which he uses thus to make his calculations. As it was found in 
the colony of New South Wales, but close to the South Australia and Victoria, it is as yet 
uncertain as to which colony the rare specimen shall be sent. We hope to hear of its 
examination by those who are best able to render a good account of this wonderful evidence 
of the pre-historic era." 
The Argus (Melbourne), 21 December 1869. 
 
 
"Some fossil remains of an extinct animal were recently discovered," says the Adelaide 
Express, "near Lake Victoria, at a depth of 45ft., by some well-sinkers. They consist of the 
portion of the lower jaw-bone of A BEAST LARGER THAN AN OX, with some fragments 
belonging to the same animal. 
 
These specimens have come into the possession of Mr. Felgate of Wentworth, he sent them to 
Adelaide, and they were left at our office for inspection for a day or so. Dr. Schomburgk and 
Mr. F. G. Waterhouse pronounced the bones to be those of the Diprotodon Australia, of which 
animal Dr. Waterhouse, some months ago, obtained the greater part of the skeleton beyond 
the Burra.  
 
The animal was in fact a gigantic kangaroo, and that of which the bones are to be seen at the 
museum must have been two or three times the size of the Mr. Felgate's specimen. The one 
was rather larger than an ox, the other of the dimensions of an elephant. We compared the 
jaw-bone and teeth with those of the skull of the present kangaroo - and the comparison 
proved at once that the animals belonged to the same genus. 
 
What stikes one in these bones from Lake Victoria is the beautiful state of preservation in 
which they are. Their surfaces are smooth and shiny, while the teeth have all the enamel on 
them perfectly uninjured. Besides the large specimens, there is a part of a jaw, with fine 
perfect teeth, of some smaller animal, and fragments of jaw-bones with the teeth much worn 
or very imperfect. Other scraps of anatomy in the collection will take time to classify. It is a 
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pity the larger specimen was broken in getting it out, but we understand that Mr Felgate 
intends to visit the spot and collect all the fossil remains that he can." 
The Argus (Melbourne), 7 January 1870. 
 
 
Ebenezer Felgate was the licensee of the Royal Hotel, Wentworth 1868 to 1872/3.  
Rusheen Craig from NSW Government Gazette. 
 
 
Extinct marsupial species Zygomaturus trilobus 
[Photo on the website] 
Zygomaturus trilobus 
This fossil jaw-bone is one of the MUSEUM'S EARLIEST AND MOST SIGNIFICANT fossil 
specimens, providing an historic link with the epicentre of 19th century science, the British 
Museum. The specimen was sent to Adelaide in early 1870. It had been found by Mr Filgate of 
Wentworth, N.S.W., while sinking a well near Lake Victoria. Frederick Waterhouse sent it to 
the palaeontologist Richard Owen at the British Museum, who described it as a new 
species, “Nototherium” victoriae, and returned it to Adelaide. It has since been identified 
as Zygomaturus trilobus, an extinct marsupial species. 
South Australian Museum website.  
 
___________ 
 
1869     Wentworth Annual Races.  
Mon 27 December 1869   South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide). 
 
FIRST DAY - December 15, 1869. 
Stewards - Messrs. W. Jammison (sic), W. Crozier, J. Moody, E. Felgate, R. E. Robertson, P. H. 
Gell, J. Scott, W. Gunn, D. Brown. 
Hon. Treasurer, J. Richardson; Hon. Secretary, D. S. Mitchell. 
Clerk of Course, J. McGeorge. 
Starter, P. H. Gell, Esq., Judge, W. Jammison, Esq. 
 
The weather on the morning of the first day's racing was just simply frightful. I think it was 
without exception the hottest day I ever felt in my life. The thermometer was 126 under the 
verandah of the late Mr Price's store. A hot wind was blowing all day. Still there could not 
have been less than from 700 to 800 persons on the Course. The Grand Stand, which had been 
erected at the cost of one of the Stewards, was well filled, and amongst the occupants were a 
large number of the fair sex. The entries for the races were more numerous than on any 
former occasion, and on the whole the racing was very good. The first on the programme was 
the 
 
MAIDEN PLATE 
Of 20 sovs.  One mile and a half. Weight for age. 
Mr J. Rutherford's b.m. Little Nell, aged 9st. 4 lbs (Willis) ............1. 
W. Hammat's b.m. Sweet Alice, aged, 9 st. 4 lbs. (Puller) ..............2. 
R. E. Robertson's gr.m. Una, 5 yrs., 9 st. 1 lb. (T. Hadley) .............3. 
J. A. Reid's b.m. Lute, aged, 9 st. 4 lbs. (Riggs) ..............................0. 
M. Charter's ch.g. Manfred, aged, 9 st. 4 lbs. (Carr) .......................0. 
Una was the favorite at starting, but could not show to the front at the finish. They all got well 
away together, and it was a very closely contested race all the way round, and was won by 
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Little Nell by a neck. 
 
PUBLICANS' PURSE. 
Of 30 sovs. Twice round the course (two and a quarter miles). Weight for age. 
W. Hammat's bl.g. Blackwood, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Puller) .............1. 
J. Rutherford's br.g. Canobie, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs (Willis) .................2. 
W. Pile's g.g. Chas. O'Malley, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Crozier) .............0. 
W. Pile's b.g. Twopenny, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Carr) ..........................0. 
J. A. Reid's ch.g. Gazelle, aged, 9 st. 9 lbs. (Riggs) .......................0. 
A splendid race but won easily by Blackwood, his jockey never having to use either whip or 
spur. Canobie was very close behind, and the rest somewhat strung out at the end. 
 
LADIES' PURSE. 
Of 20 sovs.  Two miles. Welter weights. Gentlemen riders. 
J. William's b.g. Rainger, aged, 11 st. 7 lbs. (Owner)...................1. 
J. A. Reid's b.m. Lute, aged, 11 st. 7 lbs. (R. Felgate) .................2. 
J. Crozier's gr.m. Kulnine, 2 yrs., 5 st. 7 lbs. (J. Sharp) ...............0. 
M. Charter's ch.g. Manfred, aged, 11 st. 7 lbs. (Owner) ..............0. 
At the start Kulnine was in great favor, owing to the light weight she had to carry, but Ranger, 
who is a fine powerful horse, made it too hot for all of them, and won by a little over a length. 
 
HURDLE RACE. 
A sweepstakes of 5 sovs., with 20 sovs. added. Twice round the course; over eight leaps 3 feet 
6 inches high. Four horses to enter. 
W. McLean's b.g. Revival (late Dusty), aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Landcake) ...1. 
M. Charter's b.g. Randwick, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Owner) .........................2. 
J. William's b.g. Famine, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Tommy) ............................0. 
W. Hammat's b.m. Sweet Alice, aged, 9 st. 8 lbs. (Puller) ....................0. 
This Hurdle Race was a very unfortunate ... for at the first leap Sweet Alice fell and broke her 
neck, and seriously injured her rider, who is now, however, progressing favorably. For the 
first round Famine took the lead, and kept it, taking all the leaps in first-rate style until he 
came to the seventh, when he fell, but without doing any serious harm. Dusty, who came close 
behind, then came to the fore, took the remaining two leaps, and came in an easy winner, 
followed at a short distance by Randwick. A deal of sympathy is felt for Mr Hammat at the loss 
of the mare, as she was a well bred animal, and he had just been to Melbourne and purchased 
her. She was well-known in Victoria as being fast, and a good jumper. 
 
SELLING STAKES. 
Of 15 sovs.  The winner to be sold by auction after the race, and surplus over entered price to 
go to the funds. Heats: once round the course. If to be sold for £35 to carry 10 st.; £30, 9 st. 7 
lbs.; £25, 9 st.; £20, 8 st. 7 lbs.; £15, 8 st. 
J. Higgin's gr.g. Cripple, £20, 8 st. 7 lbs. (Mullens)   ...   ...   3  1  1 
W. McLean's b.m. Flying Scud, £20, 8 st. 7 lb. (Crozier) ...   ...   1  3  2 
J. William's b.rg. Turpin, £30, 9 st. 7 lb. (Tommy) ...   ...   2  0  0 
J. Rutherford's b.g. Over-You-Go, £25, 9 st. (Willis) ...   ...   0  2  0 
W. Pile's gr.g. Charles O'Malley, £35, 10 st. (Craig) ...   ...   0  0  0 
J. A. Reid's bl.m. Jeannette, £20, 8 st. 7 lb. (Bennett) ...   ...   0  0  0 
J. Hammat's Blackwood ... ...   ... dr. 
The first heat Flying Scud came in easily, but there is not enough staying power in her to run 
heats, and the Old Cripple, who is a very old stager on this course, beat her. He was then put 
up, and bought in by the owner at a slight advance on the selling price named. 
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To finish up the day's sport a HURRYSKURRY was got up for £5. 
Seven horses entered, and the race was won by J. Higgin's b.m. Lady Wild. 
 
 
SECOND DAY - December 16, 1869. 
A change in the weather had taken place during the night, the wind going round to south-west, 
which made it delightfully cool and pleasant; the consequence was that a larger number of 
people favored the course with their presence. The Grand Stand was well filled, nearly the 
whole of the seats being occupied by ladies, and presented a scene of smiling faces and quite a 
galaxy of beauty. The first race being the District Plate there was a little betting on, but Una 
was favorite from the first, and showed that her backers' judgement was not misplaced. 
 
DISTRICT PLATE. 
For all horses bred within 100 miles of Wentworth. The winner of any previous District Plate 
not to start. Sweepstakes of 5 sovs. each, with 20 sovs. added. One mile and a half. Weight for 
age. 
R. E. Robertson's gr.m. Una, 5 yrs., 9 st. 1 lb. (T. Hanly) ..................1. 
J. Rutherford's b.g. Pilot, 6 yrs., 9 st. 4 lbs. (Willis) ...........................2. 
J. Crozier's i.gr.m. Kulnine, 2 yrs., 4 st. 9 lbs. (Jemmy) .....................3. 
W. E. McLean's b.m. Flying Scud, 6 yrs., 9 st. 4 lbs. 
Three others had taken out the privilege of entering horses, but none of them came up to the 
mark. 
At the fall of the flag the three got well away together, and passed the Stand the first time all 
close, Una leading slightly, which place she kept to the finish, and came in a winner hands 
down, beating Pilot by three lengths. Kulnine tailed off at a considerable distance. 
 
TOWN PLATE. 
Of 40 sovs.  Three miles. Weight for age. Entrance, £4 4s., the second horse to save entrance 
money. 
W. Hammat's bl.g. Blackwood, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Grieg) .............1. 
J. Rutherford's ch.g. Honest Tom, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Willis) .........2. 
J. A. Reed's (sic) b.m. Lute, aged, 9 st. 10 lb. (Riggs) ....................3. 
W. E. McLean's b.g. Revival (late Dusty), aged, 9 st. 10 lb. (Landcake) .....0. 
W. Pile's b.g. Twopenny, aged, 9 st. 10 lb. (Charter) .....................0. 
This was as fine a field as I ever saw in Wentworth start for the Town Plate. Blackwood was 
the favorite, and the bettin g level against the field. As the flag fell they all got well away, and 
passed the stand the first time all well together. At the second round they began to string out, 
and it was soon evident that Twopenny and Revival were out of it. When coming down 
towards the straight Blackwood was to be seen to the fore, which place he kept very easily, 
the jock coming in waving his hat and keeping his eye on the next horse about four lengths 
behind. 
 
FORCED HANDICAP. 
A sweepstakes of 5 per cent. from the winners of the previous races, with 10 sovs. added. 
Losers admitted on payment of £1 each, which will go to the second horse. One mile and a 
half. 
J. A. Reed's (sic) ch.g. Gazelle, aged, 7 st. (Jemmy) .................1. 
J. William's b.g. Ranger, aged, 7 st. 10 lb. (T. Handley) ...........2. 
W. Pile's gr.g. Chas. O'Malley, aged, 8 st. 1 lb. (Carr) .............3. 
J. Rutherford's b.m. Little Nell, aged, 7 st 10 lb (Willis) ...........0. 
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W. Hammat's bl.g. Blackwood, aged, 10 st. (Greig) .................0. 
R. E. Robertson's gr.m. Una, 5 yrs., 9 st. 1 lb. (Handley) .........0. 
W. Terry's gr.g. Cripple, aged, 8 st. 8 lb. (Mullins) ...................0. 
M. Charter's ch.g. Manfred, aged, 7 st. 7 lb. (Sharp) .................0. 
The handicap was a very good one, as all the horses ran well together from the start, but the 
light weight told in favor of the outsiders, as shown by the results. 
 
CONSOLATION STAKES. 
A handicap of 15 sovs., for all horses beaten during the meeting. One mile and a half. Post 
entry, £1 1s. 
J. Rutherford's br.g. Canobie, aged, 9 st. 12 lbs. (Willis) ............1. 
W. Pile's b.g. Twopenny, aged, 8 st. (Carr) .................................2. 
J. A. Reed's bl.m. Jeannette, aged, 7 st. (Jemmy) ........................3. 
M. Charter's br.g. Randwick, aged, 7 st. 7 lbs. (Sharp) ...............0. 
Won easily by Canobie, who was the winner of the District Plate last year. 
 
HACK RACE. 
Of 10 (?) sovs, for all horses that have never won public money, except Hack Stakes. Heats. 
Once round the course. 
W. Pile's b.g. Twopenny   ...   3  1  1 
W. McLean's b.m. Flying Scud   ...   1  2dr 
J. A. Reed's bl.m. Jeannette   ...   2  3 
J. A. Biggins's b.m. Lady Weld   ...   0  0 
The first heat was nicely won by Flying Scud, but, as on the former race of heats, she had not 
the staying power, and was obliged to cave in, Twopenny walking over for the third heat. 
 
To finish up the day's sport, a HURRYSKURRY was got up for £5, for which six horses ran, and 
was won easily by J. Rutherford's Over-You-Go. 
 
 
THIRD DAY - Friday, December 17. 
As it was found impossible to have the settling the next day (Friday, 17th), a gentleman gave 
£10 for a handicap race in the afternoon. It was afterwards decided to make two races of it - 
£6 for the first and £4 for the second, with the entrances added. Entrances, 10s 6d. 
 
FIRST HANDICAP. 
Heats; once round the course. 
W. E. McLean's Revival (late Dusty), aged, 7 st. ...........1. 
Mr Reed's Lute, 6 st.10 lbs. ...........................................2. 
Mr Hammat's Blackwood, 10 st. 4 lbs. ..........................3. 
Mr J. William's Rainger, 8 st. 7 lbs. ...............................0. 
 
This was a well contested race, and was won by Revival by about half a length. 
 
SECOND HANDICAP. 
Heats; once round the course. 
Mr Gunn's Charles O'Malley, 8 st.   ...   ...   ...   ...   1  1 
Mr J. Rutherford's Over-You-Go, 9 st. 4 lbs.   ...    3  2 
Mr J. A. Reid's Jeannette, 7 st.   ...   ...   ...   ...   ...   2  3 
Mr M. Charter's Randwick, 8 st. 7 lbs.   ...   ...   ...   0  0 
Mr W. McLean's Flying Scud, 9 st. 4 lbs.   ...   ...    0  0 
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Mr W. McLean's Pilot, 8 st. 11 lbs.   ...   ...   ...   ...  0  0 
The first heat was won very nicely by Charles O'Malley. For the second Over-You-Go was a hot 
favorite, and without a doubt could have won the heat easily had he been allowed; but when 
about two-thirds of the way round he pulled nearly up to allow the other horses to pass, and 
then his rider had difficulty to keep him from going to the front. It caused great dissatisfaction 
on the course that horses were not allowed to run to their merits. This ended the racing. 
 
THE DINNER 
was held at the Royal Hotel on Thursday. A most excellent spread was provided by mine Host 
Felgate, and about 60 gentlemen sat down to it. The chair was very ably filled by Mr W. 
Tarrand, P.M., supported on either side by some of the Stewards. The vice-chair was occupied 
by Mr W. Jamieson. After amply justice had been done to the good things provided, and the 
table cleared, the Chairman proposed in rapid succession the usual loyal toasts. The Vice-
President proposed "The Government". The Chairman proposed "The Winners and Losers," 
and several other toasts, insubmitting each of which he made a very excellent speech. "The 
Town of Wentworth" was proposed by Mr McCormac, J.P., and responded to by Mr Gunn. Mr 
Moody proposed "The Pastoral Interest;" Mr R. E. Robertson responded. A nimber of other 
toasts such as the visitors, ladies, &c., &c., were proposed and ably responded to. Some very 
good speeches were made during the evening; some excellent songs sung, and a very pleasant 
evening spent. The proceedings were brought to a close about 12 o'clock by the whole 
company rising and singing "God Save the Queen." 
 
THE SETTLING 
took place on Saturday morning, at 11 o'clock at Gunn's Crown Hotel, at the time appointed. 
The large room was well filled. Mr W. Jammison (sic) was voted to the chair, when he called 
on the Treasurer to hand over the stakes to the various winners. As soon as that had been 
done the champagne was produced, when a large number of toasts were proposed and duly 
responded to.  
 
It was also resolved to form a JOCKEY CLUB here. The Secretary has promised to proceed with 
preliminaries, and a Committee was appointed to carry out the matter. Several gentlemen 
gave in their names as being desirous of joining. This I look upon as a step in the right 
direction. It was also decided to apply to the Government for A PORTION OF THE RESERVE 
FOR A PERMANENT RACECOURSE, so that it may be fenced in, after which a good income may 
be estimated from receipts at the gate, sale of sites of booths, &c., &c.  The champagne having 
been very freely discussed, and and everybody's health proposed, all being "jolly good 
fellows," one of the most successful race meetings ever held in the district was pleasantly 
wound up. 
 
 
My comments: 
-   Meeting held over three days. 
-   The heat of first day 126 degrees.  
-   Horses raced huge distances over the three days. 
Flying Scud: 9 3/8 miles  (3 3/8 mls; 3 3/4 mls; 2 1/4 mls).  
Lute: 7 5/8 miles  (3 1/2 mls; 3 mls;  1 1/8 mls). 
Blackwood: 6 7/8 miles  ( 2 1/4 mls; 4 1/2 mls; 1 1/8 mls).  
-   The danger of Hurdle races. Fall and horse broke neck. 
Rusheen Craig     October 2010. 
 
____________ 
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Oct 1870   John William McLOUGHLAN, of Wentworth, tailor & storekeeper - 
Bankruptcy. 
[Government Gazette, 1870, p.2399] 
 
Notice, by an indenture and release of assignment. 
19 October 1870. 
Made by John William McLOUGHLAN, of Wentworth, tailor and storekeeper - on the first part, 
 
John Walter TYAS, of Adelaide, merchant, and William STORRIE, of Adelaide, merchant, 
trustees - on the second part, 
 
And several persons such as creditors of McLOUGHLAN - on the third part. 
 
All of McLOUGHLAN's estate (wearing apparel and necessities to an amount not exceeding 
£25 only excepted) to the trustees for the benefit of the creditors. 
 
And that said indenture now lies at office of George Clement GILLOTT, of Wentworth, solicitor, 
for inspection and execution. 
 
Signed by said McLOUGHLAN in the presence of W. L. RICHARDSON, J.P. 
Signed by said John Walter TYAS and William STORRIE in presence of John CROZIER, J.P. 
[Government Gazette, 1870, p.2399] 
 
_______________ 
 
From 1870  Concerning St John's Episcopalian Church, Wentworth. 
May 1870  Episcopal Visit to Wentworth.   
The Bishop of Goulburn returned from Moorna on Monday evening, and a meeting was held 
to consider the advisability of obtaining a clergyman for the district, and raising funds 
for a church. The Bishop gave an earnest address, after which a considerable sum was 
promised. A conversational discussion ensued, and a Committee was appointed. On Tuesday 
morning the Church of England burial ground was consecrated. Divine service was 
conducted, a very large congregation being present, and 12 persons were confirmed. The 
Bishop and Mrs. Thomas left for Mr. Jamieson's station, Mildura, but before crossing the punt 
the following address, signed on behalf of the Committee by Mr. E. Squire, the Hon. Secretary, 
was read in the presence of a large number :- ... 
South Australian Register, Thur 19 May 1870. 
 
Wentworth, Tuesday. 
The Bishop of Goulburn and Mr. Thomas arrived on Friday, and left today for Mildura 
[station], the residence of Mr. Jamieson. The Bishop visited the people, held services on 
Sunday, went to Moorna on Monday, accompanied by Mr. Jamieson and Mr. W. L. Richardson, 
and in the evening presided at a public meeting, when subscriptions were entered into for the 
stipend of a clergyman, and for the building of a church, amounting to £240. 
 
This morning thirteen persons were confirmed, and the Lord's Supper was administered. 
Many children were baptised during the Bishop's visit. A farewell address from the residents 
was presented at the punt, to which he made suitable reply. 
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The floods have yet to reach Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday 11 May 1870. 
[ £180 a year for the stipend for a clergyman, and to £240 for the building of a church - 
according to the Sydney Morning Herald, 11 May 1870.] 
 
 
The South Australian Advertiser of 13 May 1870 adds the location of the services: 
... On Tuesday morning service will again be held and the Ordinance of Confirmation 
performed on all that present themselves properly prepared. It was considered that the 
Court-House (where service is usually held and found ample) would not be large enough. Mr. 
Williams kindly offered a portion of the late Mr. Price's large store, and it was well, for it is 
certain that the Court-House would not have held one half of the people that were present. I 
hope in my next to be able to inform you that the Church is to be an established fact. 
South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide), 13 May 1870. 
 
 

Feb 1871 Rev. Mr. Cocks arrives in Wentworth.  
Wentworth, 5th Feb 1871. 
The steamer Queen arrived on Thursday, bringing amongst other passengers, the Rev. Mr. 
Cocks and family, minister of the Episcopalian Church. I shall be able to say more after a 
longer acquaintance. 
South Australian Advertiser, Thurs 9 Feb 1871. 
 
What it Means to be an Episcopalian Church.   
Just noticed that the church is always referred to as being "Episcopalian" and that Rev. Mr. 
Cocks was the "Episcopalian" minister - not the Church of England minister. Not something 
that I know anything about. Saw on this article, speaking of the Ballarat Bishopric: 
The appointment of primates is vested in the Church Assembly or the General Synod, but as it 
appears that the Archbishop of Canterbury has taken to nominate the Bishop himself, the 
inference is that His Grace also intends to furnish the funds. The Episcopalian Church in these 
colonies is an independent Church, connected only with the Church of England by sympathy 
and spiritual communication; and an independent Church must elect its own Bishops. If we 
are right in the supposition that the subscriptions for endowments will now not be required 
from the public of Hamilton and its neighbourhood, there will be a capital field for the 
employment of the liberality of Church members in applying the money to the erection of a 
new church edifice at Hamilton, which is sadly wanted at the present time. 
South Australian Register, 7 Nov 1872, p.5 
 

Contract for Erection of Church of England, Wentworth.   
A meeting of the Church Committee, consisting of Messrs. W. L. Richardson, P.M., W. Gunn, J. 
Moody, J. Richardson, and Rev. W. Cocks, held at the Wentworth Court-House on April 3 to 
accept the joint tender of Messrs. Cummins & Wright for the erection of the new building. The 
offer was at £1,140, and the supervision has been entrusted to the Rev. W. Cocks and the 
Police Magistrate. 
South Australian Register, 14 Apr 1871. 
 

Foundation Stone laid by Judge Francis. 
It seems that it was the visiting District Court JUDGE FRANCIS, rather than Mr. Jamieson, who 
laid the foundation stone for St Johns Church on Tuesday 16th May 1871. The news was 
relayed quickly - and in few words:- 
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Telegraphic Messages. Australian Associated Press Telegrams. 
Wentworth. 
Tuesday 16th May. 
The foundation stone of the Anglican Church was laid by Judge Francis; - no building was set 
apart for worship for about three hundred miles. The Rev. W. Cocks announced the 
subscriptions amounted to nearly £700. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday 17 May 1871.  
 
A more detailed description of the proceedings followed later in the South Australian 
Register: 
LAYING FOUNDATION STONE. 
The foundation stone of the Church of England at Wentworth was laid on May 16 in the 
presence of about 200 people. The Rev. W. Cocks read the 145th Hymn, also Psalms 
lxxxiv.,  cv.,  and lxxii., after which he delivered an impressive address. Mrs. W. Cocks, on 
behalf of the ladies of Wentworth, presented Judge Francis with a handsome silver trowel, 
elaborately chased. It reflected credit on the maker, Mr. Steiner, of Rundle-street, Adelaide.  
 
His Honor then performed the ceremony, at the same time in pertinent and complimentary 
terms remarking upon the character of the district. A bottle containing copies of the latest 
Adelaide Observer and Sydney Herald, also some coins, was placed beneath the stone. The 
building was dedicated to St. John, and the ceremony ended with the doxology*. Subscriptions 
amounting to upwards of £40 was on the stone by the audience, comprising members of 
various denominations. 
 
An amateur performance took place on May 15 in aid of the new church in aid of the new 
church. It was an entire success, and the parts were ably sustained by Mrs. and Mr. Ashton, 
Messrs. Moody, Hopkins, A. D. Gore, - Mockridge, J.P., Williams, McEnery, Bickford, and Rev. W. 
Cocks. The receipts at the doors were over £12. 
South Australian Register on Thursday 25th May 1871. 
* Doxology - A hymn or liturgical formula, ascribing glory to God. 
 
Opening of the Anglican Church, Wentworth, Dec 1871. 
Wentworth, Wednesday. 
The Anglican Church, the first place of worship on the Darling, was opened on Sunday [24th 
Dec]. It is a handsome stone building, seating 300 persons. The contract for the part opened, 
amounted to £1200; £100 was subscribed. The opening services were by the Rev. W. Cocks. A 
chancel, tower, and vestry are to be built. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Thurs 28 Dec 1871. 
 
 
Windows for Wentworth Church.  
For a new Episcopalian church now in the course of construction at Wentworth, Mr. G. 
Brooks, of Kermonde-street, has just completed a set of 12 windows. They are elaborately 
constructed of stained glass with appropriate devices, the large gable window over the porch 
being specially rich in its ornamentation. 
South Australian Register, 5 Jan 1872. 
 
£300 from England; £2000 total expenses for Episcopalian Church at Wentworth.   
The Rev. W. Cocks on Sunday, at St. John's Church, Wentworth, announced in the morning 
service the gratifying intelligence that he had received from England £300 towards the cost 
of completing the lately-erected building under trying circumstances and the embarrassments 
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felt by all classes because of the floods. When Wentworth stood in peril the exertions of this 
clergyman were unceasing, and by the support he obtained a handsome church was reared. 
Although, as in many similar cases, additions are needed to the structure, the untiring energy 
of Mr. Cocks will, it is believed, overcome difficulties. It is supposed that the cost of completion 
will make the total expense reach £2,000. 
South Australian Register, 29 Aug 1872. 
 
Description in 1872 article "A Tour to the South". 
A TOUR TO THE SOUTH Sep 1872. 
The Murrumbidgee - Balranald to Wentworth. 
 
The Church of England is built of rubble stone obtained from the Murray; and has brick 
buttresses and quoins. It has only recently been completed. The energetic incumbent, the 
Rev. Mr. Cocks, came to the district in February 1871; the church committee obtained plans 
and specifications and served contracts by April, and the foundation stone was laid in May 
following. The church was built by local labour, and opened on the 24th December of the 
same year, at a cost including fittings, of £1350.  Of this amount only £180 is unsubscribed. 
This remarkable undertaking, with a population of 420 in town, and 1200 of all 
denominations, for 150 miles north and south, speaks well of the district. The foundation of 
the entire building is laid; the nave and porch are completed; and the vestry chancel tower, 
and spire are shortly to be proceeded with. The total length, from porch to chancel is 83 
feet; the length of nave is 55 by 25 feet; the height from roof to floor is 35 feet; and the spire 
85 feet. The roof is of Oregon pine, stained and varnished; and its arched arrangement and 
lofty proportions present a cathedral-like appearance. The cedar pews (Gothic) polished, in 
keeping with the design of the roof, give the interior a pleasing character. The handsome 
Gothic cedar pulpit was presented by H. O. McCormack, Esq. The finish of these internal fitting 
bring out the remarkable independence of some of these townships in the interior of the 
country; and show that skilled labour is at hand when any work of a superior character is 
projected. The beautiful stained glass windows were made in Adelaide, and reflect great credit 
on the designer. The western window is emblematic of the crucifixion, under which is 
inscribed the words, "Looking for that Blessed Hope." The contracts for the church were 
satisfactorily executed by Messrs. Wright and Cummings. In connection with the church there 
is a Sunday school attended by 90 scholars, and nine teachers, at the head of which is the 
indefatigable clergyman, Mr. Cocks. 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 28 Sep 1872. 
 
 
1873  Bishop Of Goulburn visits Wentworth. 
Jun 1873  Australian Associated Press Telegram 
Wentworth.   
The Bishop of Goulburn and Mrs. Thomas left today for Balranald. They were driven to 
Mildura [station] and Macfarlane's by Mr. Jamieson. The Bishop preached three times 
yesterday to large congregations, and confirmed twenty-three. The church, now nearly 
completed, looks remarkably well, and reflects great credit upon the Rev. Mr. Soares, who 
designed it, and upon the Rev. Mr. Cocks who has so zealously persevered with the building 
and with his visit generally. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 3 June 1873. 
 
Aug 1874  Foundation Stone of St John's Parsonage, Wentworth.  
The foundation stone of St. John's Parsonage, Wentworth, was laid by Mrs. William Crozier, of 
Moorna Station, in the presence of a large assemblage of townfolk and other residents of the 
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district. The ceremony began with a voluntary on a cabinet organ, which had been removed 
from the church to the site of the parsonage. The "Deus Misereatur" was sung by the choir; 
prayer was said by the Rev. W. Cocks, Incumbent; Mr. P. H. Gell, of Ki Station, River Murray, 
then gave an address, after which the Rev. W. Cocks, on behalf of the Building Committee, 
presented to Mrs. Crozier a trowel and mallet with which her task was executed. Mr. Steiner, 
of Rundle-street, Adelaide, furnished the trowel, which was elegant in design and finish. The 
proceedings finished with a tea meeting and concert in the new schoolhouse recently built in 
connection with St. John's Church. 
South Australian Register, 27 Aug 1874. 
 
St Johns erected by the various Protestant Denominations combining together. 
Feb 1876  The two churches in Wentworth are buildings creditable to the town. The 
Roman Catholic Church is a brick structure, the Protestant Church an edifice of brick 
and stone. The members of the various Protestant denominations resident in Wentworth 
have, at the instance, I understand, of the Bishop of Goulburn, combined together for the 
erection of this church and parsonage, and for the support of the minister. The church is 
not consecrated, and other concessions to the religious differences of each other are made by 
those interested. It is to be hoped that this experiment will prove successful, and that the 
same wise concentration of force will be made in other country places. 
The Argus, 12 Feb 1876. 
 
_________________ 
 
May 1870   Wentworth Meat Preserving Company. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 24 May 1870. 
 
At length the promotors of this company have succeeded in solving their early difficulties. In 
New South Wales we have limited Liability Act as in Victoria and South Australia, and of 
course no responsible person would take shares in a company not knowing how much his 
liability would amount to. It has been the custom to meet the difficulty in this colony by 
putting small companies under the Friendly Society's Act, and thus fixing the amount of 
responsibility on the amount of shares taken by each person in the company, but this is a very 
unsatisfactory manner of doing business, and the Attorney-General, Sir William Manning, 
refused to certify for this company in the manner proposed. The company got over this 
difficulty thus:- Wentworth is on the north side of the Murray, consequently it is in NSW, so 
the company put up an office in Victoria, and registered the company there, which it found 
sufficient for law purposes. We hear that a considerable number of shares are taken in the 
company, and we may soon expect that operations will be commenced. 
Pastoral Times, May 14. 
 
__________________ 
 

May 1870    Wentworth Flood Preparations. 
Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser, 24 May 1870. 
Wentworth - The residents are anxiously watching the results of the recent floods on the hills, 
and are preparing for a flight to the sandy ranges in the neighbourhood of the town. A public 
meeting has been held, and it was then proposed to entrench the town by putting an 
embankment around it, but we hear that this proposal was abandoned as being too expensive. 
It is thought that a flight to the high ground would be less costly and more certain to protect 
life, if not property. The Darling is going down a banker and so is the Murrumbidgee, and if the 
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Murray should be flooded at the same time, Wentworth must suffer severly - much property 
will be lost, and life will be imperilled. 
Pasrtoral Times, May 14. 
 
__________________ 
 
May 1870   Moorna Crown land reserved from sale. 
 
CROWN LANDS RESERVED FROM SALE : 
Until surveyed for the preservation of water supply or other Public purposes. 
 
County of Tara, Frenchman's Creek Reserve, Moorna Run, 1920 acres. 
County of Tara, portion of the Anabranch Run, 960 acres. 
Sydney Morning Herald  20 May 1870. 
 
__________________ 
 

From 1870   Concerning the POONCAIRA HOTEL (Pooncarie). 
Feb 1870   Death Simon McDonald, Pooncaira Hotel. 
Death at his residence, Simon McDONALD, in his 52nd year, son of the late Angus McDonald, 
Glenroy, Lochnber, Invernesshire, Scotland.  
Sydney Morning Herald   26 May 1870. 
 
Oct 1872    McDonald's Pooncaira Hotel for Sale. 
Sale by Auction, at Wentworth, River Darling. 
On Monday, November 25, 1872. 
 
Important to Publicans, Storekeepers, and Investors. 
In the Estate of the late Simon McDonald, 
Of Pooncaira, River Darling, Publican. 
 
THE POONCAIRA HOTEL. 
With STORE, STABLING, and OUTBUILDINGS, 
Standing on one acre of land, part being laid out as a Garden, in which there is a splendid Well 
of Water, having a never-failing supply. This is the only Licensed House after leaving 
Wentworth on the Darling mail route, and the mail coaches stop one night at the hotel on 
both the up and down journeys. 
 
The back-country roads to Balranald and Euston branch off here, making Pooncaira, of 
necessity a stopping-place and depot for all stock going to the Victorian markets. 
 
The House is so long established, and so well known on the Darling as a House of Call and 
camping place for Stock, being close to the river, that any further description is needless. 
 
The Furniture, Stock, &c., with the unexpired term of License to be taken by the Purchaser at a 
Valuation. 
 
Terms for House will be one-third cash, balance by bills bearing interest at long date. 
 
Title perfect. Enquiries can be made of Mr. George C. Gillott, Wentworth, Solicitor to the 
Estate. 
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South Australian Register   24 Oct 1872. 
 
......................... 
 
Nov 1872  Marriage on 30 Nov at Pooncaira, River Darling, Charles Henry Wreford, of 
Moorara Station, to Annie Maria, eldest daughter of the late Mrs. McDonald, of Pooncaira. 
South Australian Register   12 Dec 1872. 
 
 
Dec 1872   Pooncaira Hotel sold to Mr. W. Hammett.  
The Pooncaira Hotel is sold to Mr. Hammett of Wentworth. £500 is the price given, the stock 
to be taken at valuation. 
Maitland Mercury   28 Dec 1872. 
 
 
Jan 1873   Notice -  
All ACCOUNTS against the Estate of the late ELIZABETH McDONALD, of POONCAIRA, 
PUBLICAN, must be at once forwarded to Mr. William Gunn, of Wentworth, Storekeeper; or to 
the undersigned 
George C. Gillott, Wentworth. 
Solicitor to the Estate. 
South Australian Register (Adelaide)  10 Jan 1873. 
 
 
________________ 
 

Sep 1870  Horrible and fatal accidents that have occurred on the river steamers. 
 
The Bourke correspondent of the Pastoral Times writes:- 
Another of those horrible and fatal accidents now so common in the river steamers occurred 
last week on board the Princess Royal, at Bourke. On her arrival there the engineer, named 
Henry Pitcher, in stopping or reversing the engine, by some means got his foot and leg 
drawn in between the cogwheels of the machinery, and it was literally crushed to pieces 
before he could be extricated from his agonising position. He died in a few hours afterwards. 
 
A few weeks back an unfortunate servant girl, passenger by the steamer Jolly Miller, whilst 
passing along the deck, had her clothes caught by the machinery, was drawn in by it, and the 
flesh torn from her body in a most fearful manner - if she recovers she is ruined for life. 
The year before last the engineer of the steamer Murrumbidgee had his arm crushed and torn 
from his body by the cog-wheel machinery in the same manner, and most of us remember 
how a lady passenger (Mrs Cotter) some few years back was caught by the clothes, and 
crushed to death by the machinery of one of those river boats. 
 
These are only a few of the accidents which occur in these river boats, independent of the 
lives lost by falling overboard in consequence of the want of sufficient  guards or 
bulwarks round their sides. In fact in any cases that I have mentioned, I have very little 
hesitation in saying that if proper precaution had been taken by boxing in or covering over 
this dangerous description of machinery, those horrible accidents would not have happened; 
and I wish to know if it is not high time that the government of this colony took some 
measures to protect the lives and properties of the parties who are at   
times compelled to risk both in them, either by preventing them from hire in this colony, or by 
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inspecting and surveying them before they are allowed to pass Wentworth and other New 
South Wales inland ports. 
 
The Argus, Melbourne, 15 September 1870. 
 
________________ 
 
May 1870  A third flood was coming down. Position of Gunn's bonded store. 
Darling News. 
The weather has been cold at Wentworth, setting in on Wednesday with continued heavy rain 
until Saturday, the rainfall for this week being two inches. The Darling is still in flood, and 
likely to continue so should rain be general. The Adelaide up-mail reached Wentworth at 2 
a.m. on May 15, the delay being due to the present state of the roads from the continued 
downfall. A telegram from Mr. J. J. Phelps, M.P., reported that a third flood was coming 
down, and advised the Wentworth people to be prepared. 
 
A Gundagai newspaper received at Deniliquin on the 15th announced that the water had 
there attained the same height as the late flood, and was still rising as they were going to 
press, in expectation of another flood. 
 
Our correspondent at Wentworth remarks that his report of last week seems at variance with 
that of May 7, which stated that Mr. Gunn's bonded store was the highest level in the 
township, whereas the latter notice speaks of it being the first to suffer from the approach of 
the flood. The word "beach" being printed for "reach" would leave people to infer that the 
flood came from the direct bank of the river, whereas it is otherwise. The water coming in at 
the back of the township would approach Mr. Gunn's yards and fences, which are 200 
yards inland from his bonded stores and warehouses. His stores and business premises 
are really on the highest ridge of the township. 
 
South Australian Register (Adelaide), Thur 19 May 1870. 
 
_________________ 
 
 

Nov 1870   Wentworth Boiling Down and Meat-curing Company, Limited. 
South Australian Register, 19 Nov 1870. 
Wanted, a Manager who thoroughly understands Meat-Curing, and must be a good judge of 
Stock. Apply to the Company, at Belltung, near Wentworth, on or before 10th Dec 1870. 
References required. 
 
_________________ 
 

Oct 1870   The late Fatal Accident at Wentworth. 
A communication has been received from Wentworth (October 16) by the Adelaide 
Advertiser, which contains the following later information:- 
 
A melancholy accident occurred here yesterday; two young girls and a Chinaman were 
drowned. A magisterial inquiry was held by W. Farrand, Esq., P.M., at the court-house, and 
from the evidence it appears that the three deceased - Maggie McDonald, aged 19; Mary 
Ellen Sharp, aged eleven and a half; and Thomas Tochung, a Chinaman, together with 
Julia Sharp, a twin sister of the deceased - left the township in a boat to go to Mr. Welter's 
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garden, on the opposite side of the Darling River. They arrived there safe, and were about to 
return when, in pushing off from the bank of the river, the boat went under the limb of a tree, 
and Maggie McDonald in trying to to push the boat away overbalanced and fell into the river, 
and in falling fell up against little Sharp, knocking her into the water at the same time. 
 
The Chinaman who was in the boat could not swim, but he very courageously jumped into the 
river to try to save the unfortunate girls, and sacrificed his own life in an endeavour to rescue 
them. According to the evidence of the other little Sharp, who was in the boat, her sister tried 
to get to the boat, but could not, and sank, the other two going down when they first went 
over, and none of them were seen again until the bodies were taken out about a half an hour 
afterwards.  
 
 Several persons were on the spot very shortly after the accident, and Mr. Holding and young 
McDonald Ross dived and endeavoured to find the bodies, but were unsuccessful, and they 
were not found until the police drags were used. When got out every endeavour was made to 
resuscitate them, but without avail.  
 
The funeral took place this morning; the three coffins were put into one boat, and were taken 
in tow by another and followed by fifteen others, containing over 100 persons, and the 
procession moved slowly down the river to the cemetery, where the bodies were interred 
very near each other; the Church of England ceremony being read. The sad affair cast quite a 
gloom over the whole town. 
 
Empire (Sydney), 7 Nov. 1870. 
 
________________ 
 
1870  Wentworth Flood.   
When I was down in Wentworth years ago I left the Sydney Mail article of 27 August 1870 
which had Wentworth situated on an irregular triangular island by the floodwaters; the 
people retreating 
several miles to the sandhills behind the town. The article below goes into more detail. 
 
The Late Floods at Wentworth.  
Town and Country Journal, 17 January, 1871. 
[Rusheen Craig - 1 November, 2006] 
 
An occasional correspondent of the Pastoral Times, under date 11th ultimo, reports that there 
were fifty-two homes under water - in many cases the roof only appearing above the surface 
of the floods, whilst the instances are not few in which messuages* have either melted or been 
swept away. 
 
Osborn's Inn across the stream, a good substantial building of its class, is destroyed, and a 
large portion of the material borne away by the strong current which set in upon it; Moody's 
brewery is a ruin; a new wool store, just completed by Gurney and Smith, when the flood set 
in, was knocked out of its perpendicularity, and crumpled as if built of pasteboard; two 
substantial earthen structures, representing hundreds of pounds worth of labour and material 
- one with a well-stocked market garden attached - have dissolved in the flood waters, 
although everything that toil and preserverance could accomplish was done to protect them; a 
newly built cottage of Hammat's is dropping to pieces, brick by brick, having been 
undermined by a cross current from the Darling towards the Murray, and a number of fragile 
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domiciles have been washed away in fragments; out-houses of every description, fences, 
numerous little gardens, with their diversified ornaments, have been frittered away 
piecemeal, and thus borne off by the all-devouring waters. 
 
Our public roads and thoroughfares have been cut up to an alarming extent by the vagaries of 
the numerous currents in their obedience to the law that impels water in all sorts of 
directions towards the proper level; and the streets of the township have been intersected 
into endless rectangular parallelograms of dykes and embankments for the protection of 
private and public properties at a vast expenditure of labour and capital, the whole of which 
must shortly be levelled at considerable additional cost. 
 
Outside Wentworth, in the South Australian direction, a series of deep chasms has been 
scooped out - one of the width and depth of a good-sized river - by the action of the currents 
already referred to, thus at once effectively isolating the township and cutting off all but 
riverine communications, and threatening, unless prompt measures are adopted in the way of 
prevention, to alter the course of the Darling. 
 
In a meteorogical point of view, the floods of 1870 are principally interesting, as having been 
the highest upon record - higher than what is popularly known as the Gundagai flood by about 
two feet, and than the flood of 1867 by about four feet. The water attained at its highest point 
November 26th, and remained stationary on that and the following day, since which there has 
been a gradually increasing diurnal fall of from three-quarters of an inch to at present two 
inches. The total fall to date (December 11th), is twenty-two inches. 
 
Viewed from the distance, as the voyager approaches, Wentworth has the appearance of a 
floating town surrounded by a wilderness of water, into which a forest of growing timber has 
in some unaccountable manner obtruded itself; at a further distance, like a tiny village of baby 
houses planted in the midst of a sea whose shores are placed far beyond the reach of mortal 
vision. 
 
In describing the situation of the inhabitants whilst the floods were at the highest, it will be 
necessary to state that for a long period the flood level was considerably higher than the 
general level of the township, for some days several inches higher than its highest point, and 
that they are therefore, indebted for the preservation of their properties, and possibly, in 
some instances, of their lives, to the labour of their own hands in the shape of earthworks and 
embankments. 
 
An impression has for a long period been entertained that in the event of the three great 
rivers being simultaneously flooded, Wentworth must be swamped, and had our citizens, like 
true fatalists, despaired rather than worked, the impression would have become a fact. 
Hitherto there was nothing in support of the allegation but aboriginal tradition - a not very 
reliable species of testimony. Now, the results of actual experience are before us - the great 
rivers have been simultaneously flooded, and the township has been spared the melancholy 
alternative of being washed out by the energy of its inhabitants. 
 
The heart of the town - its court-house, telegraph offices, bank, stores, hotels, warehouses, 
messuages - the great bulk of its architecture as sound and unscathed as if the Murray River 
had been a dry sandbed and the Darling a chain of waterholes! A problem has been solved, 
which is of immense practical value to the inhabitants - that by judicious expenditure of a sum 
of money considerably less than the aggregate expended in isolated efforts for the 
preservation of individual properties, an embankment could be 
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constructed as a cordon around the town, outside which all possible storms might rave and 
roar, and inside which the inhabitants may rest in security. 
 
Considering the extent of the country flooded and the continuous and incessant danger to 
which life must have been exposed, the casualties have not by any means been numerous, 
although of "hair-breath 'scapes" there has been a plentiful crop. A young woman named 
Margaret McDonald, about twenty years of age, celebrated her birthday by a boating 
excursion up the Darling, taking with her a girl of about twelve years of age, named Sharpe, 
when, in passing under a limb of a tree near the Chinaman's garden, she was swept out into 
deep water, and in falling over the boat's side, in some way or other dragged her companion 
with her. A Chinaman perceiving the danger they were in, leapt in after them to render 
assistance, although unable to swim, and in meritoriously attempting to save their lives, lost 
his own. In about half an hour afterwards, their lifeless bodies were taken out of the water at 
the same spot. Poor Maggie's birthday celebration proved to be the cause of her death. 
 
A few days ago human remains were found within three or four miles of Para, Mr Scott's 
station, River Darling, which we believe to be those of a Mr Stuckey, overseer of Messrs 
Menzies and Douglas, Tapio, River Darling, who had left the station on horseback to come in to 
shearing at the head station, but never arrived. A bridle was found near the body. 
 
The last case is that of an old man named Ollis, cook to Mr Mockridge, of Millara (sic), who fell 
headlong into the Darling whilst stepping from the barge of the Endeavour steamer to the 
boat, and was swept away in the current, never rising to the surface after he dropped into the 
stream. 
 
[* "messuage" in my dictionary - a dwelling and offices with the adjoining lands appropriate to 
the household; a mansion-house and grounds. (A.Fr.; poss.orig. a misreading of mesnage; cf. 
menage.)] 
 
 

1871 Repairs needed for Wentworth Roads [after the floods]. 
South Australian Register, Fri 2 June 1871. 
 
Wentworth Roads. 
A public meeting was held on Thursday in the Wentworth Court-house - Mr W L Richardson, 
P.M., presiding - to urge on the Government that immediate steps should be taken for 
preventing further damage to the roads in the town and district. Mr Williams complained of 
the supineness of the NSW executive, referring to the good nature of Victoria; for when the 
floods were at the highest in Echuca that Government sent up 300 men and 300 tents until all 
traces of the flood had ceased - the Sydney authorities were not put to one penny expense on 
account of the damage done by the floods. It was not at the time of real danger that they 
would have to make things safe. It was also well known that the rivers were rising; and where 
would the stuff be got to stop up the fissures made by the recent floods? and unless prompt 
measures were taken certain ruin would follow. 
 
He proposed a resolution setting forth these views. Mr Geyer seconded. Carried. Mr Mitchell 
moved, and Mr George Wright seconded - 
"That as a Committee to draw up a memorial, obtain signatures, and forward the same to the 
Member for the district, or the Minister for Public Works. Messrs W Gunn, G C Gillott, J Moody 
and Rev W Cocks be appointed." 
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On the suggestion of Mr Gillott, a telegram was sent to the NSW Government. Mr Moody 
moved - 
"That the Committee, with the power to add to its numbers, be a Standing  Committee on 
behalf of the public, for taking any action deemed necessary until the roads are again in a 
proper state." 
Mr Thring seconded the proposal. 
 
On proposition of Mrs Cummins, seconded by Mr C W Porter, it was decided that expenses 
should be defrayed by public subscription. Mr William Gunn thought that the inhabitants had 
noone to accuse but themselves, as Mr Phelps, their Member, told them that any reasonable 
claims would be attended to by the Government, if properly presented. Where were they to 
get the earth, should another flood come, to stop the creek. 
 
The message sent to headquarters was as follows:- 
"Wentworth May 26 - William Gunn, Chairman of Public Safety Committee, appointed by 
public meeting held on Thurs 25 May. To Minister for Lands and Works, Sydney. The 
periodical rise in the rivers has commenced, and if water is allowed to run through creeks 
formed by last flood the damage to the road and property will be immense. It is imperative 
that they should be stopped back directly. A few hundreds expended at once would prevent 
such damage, pending the expenditure of the amount on Estimates. Matter most urgent, and 
reply respectfully requested by telegram.  
(Signed) William Gunn." 
 
This the Minister promptly answered as follows:- 
"Telegram received under consideration. Reply will be sent on Monday." 
 
Nothing had been heard by noon Monday. 
  
____________ 
 

From 1870??  Articles Concerning Wentworth Gaol. 
 
My Comment:- The articles below have been included in the section on Wentworth Gaol, but 
I have repeated them here to correct some wrong ideas that might have crept into the 
history of the town. Peacock's article is followed by corrections and explanations made by 
Chatto. Both articles are from 1933. 
 
A LINK WITH THE PAST. 
By L. Peacock. 
 
[Note corrections made at the time to this article by Chatto - written below.] 
 
Nestling in an angle formed by the meeting of Australia's longest rivers, is the charming old 
town of Wentworth. The submergence by Lock No. 10 in the Murray hides the tongue of sand 
formed by the confluence of the streams, which a tribe of some four hundred blacks chose as 
their battle-ground for an attack upon Stuart as he passed along the river in 1830. Twenty-
three years later Captain Cadell, in his steam-boat Lady Augusta, hove to and tied up to a gum 
tree hard by the historic scene. The boiler of his vessel was still hot when Captain Randell's 
Mary Ann, a quaint little steamer, built by the skipper himself, coughed her way round the 
bend, and came to rest near the same spot. 
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So the town may be said to have sprung from the ashes of camp fires, where two venturesome 
pioneers, competing for the honour of taking the first steamer along the waterways, rested for 
the night.  
 
Among the early buildings, around some of which gathers a wealth of romance, not unmixed 
with tragedy, is the old gaol. It stands about a quarter of a mile to the south-west of the town, 
on a strip of grey wind-swept clay pan, where almost any aeroplane might land with safety. 
Many a weary "sundowner" emerging with empty tucker bags and swinging billy from the 
shimmering mirage on the salt bush plain, has slipped his shoulder straps and rested in the 
shade of the grim walls, before deciding whether his next stage would be up the Darling or the 
Murray. Too often, alas, the chance meeting with old mates and new at the friendly bar, 
qualified him for a seven or ten days' residence within the walls, delaying his take-off in either 
direction. 
 
Viewed from the eastern side, the bare structure has a background of river gums, kept strong 
and green by the moisture of a horse-shoe billabong, in striking contrast with the adjoining 
sun-baked clay and yellow sand, the latter whipped into billowy ridges by the hissing winds of 
countless summers. 
 
According to a proclamation in the Government Gazette the building was erected in 1870 [Note 
corrections below] being constructed of bricks molded and burnt near at hand. A gaping chasm, 
now serving the purpose of a handy rubbish-tip and playground for hoards of goats, shows 
whence the clay was dug. 
 
The wilting hand of time has not erased the stamp of fine workmanship in the structure of the 
prison. Heavy slabs of granite for door steps, window sills, and paving, were drawn evidently 
from some considerable distance, possibly from Mannum or Murray Bridge in South Australia. 
 
In size the institution is quite out of proportion to past, present, or future requirements for 
local involuntary "boarders." When the uninitiated seeks reasons for the erection of a building 
of such dimensions, he is informed that the discovery of silver at Mt. Gipps Station, and the 
opening of the rich field of Broken Hill, called for accommodation for law-breakers [Note 
correction below]. Wentworth being then the nearest town of any size, was selected as the 
gaol site. Could its ancient walls become articulate, they might unfold many a record of horse-
stealing, sly-grogging, and other reckless deeds against society. Within the enclosure are 
fourteen cells, with housing for forty-two prisoners. On the high wall are the familiar 
watch-tower and supervision balcony, from which the warder's hourly call "All's well," broke 
the night stillness across the plain through the far-off years. 
 
Among the tales which old timers like to relate is one concerning a notorious aboriginal 
"King Billy," who was incarcerated there for many months awaiting the law's tardy inquiry 
into charges of having murdered several of his wives down by Lake Victoria. Until his trial 
ended in acquittal, the lanky native often presented a pathetic figure as he moved about the 
exercise yard with old-fashioned "hobbles" around his slim ankles. 
The gaol has long since been closed, except the official residence, which is occupied by one of 
the local constables, and will probably stand for many years, a gaunt monument of sterner 
times. 
 
Sergeant Sherringham, who was officer-in-charge for a quarter of a century, now lives in 
honoured retirement on the irrigation settlement of Curlwaa. Local people of this 
generation are more interested in the locking of their rivers to provide happy homes for free 
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citizens, than in the maintenance of a pile of bricks and mortar to keep within bounds the 
lawless ones. It seems reasonable, however, to suggest that portions of the building might be 
made to serve some useful purpose, either as building material or otherwise. Unsuccessful 
application was recently made for the use of one of the main halls by the local troop of Boy 
Scouts, and the "White Elephant," closed for lack of "guests," seems destined to remain for 
reasons best known to authorities. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald   1 Dec 1933. 
 
.................... 
 
Dec 1933  Mistakes in article about Wentworth Gaol. 
 
Letter to the Editor. 
Sir, - In Friday's "Herald" you published an interesting article on the old gaol at Wentworth, 
but your contributor has, I think made two mistakes. 
 
Firstly, the gaol mentioned is not the one referred to in the Government Gazette as being 
erected in 1870; the fact that it was built after the discovery of silver on the Barrier shows 
that. The gaol mentioned in the Gazette is a much older brick building, which stands in 
Darling-street [in the centre of the town], near the court-house, and contains, I think, 
four cells. 
 
Secondly, the fine red bricks used were made and burnt by "Joe" Fritsch, at the brick 
kilns below the cemetery, where all the bricks used in the Public Buildings were made. 
The excavation to which your contributer refers was made to obtain earth to form an 
embankment, locally known as the Back Dam, along Adams-street, as a protection 
against the great flood of 1870. As this levee extended from the Roman Catholic church 
almost to the Racecourse Hotel, a distance of well over a mile, it needed a great amount of 
earth. This levee was, in after years, ploughed down to form Adams-street, and was re-
erected in 1891 by a paternal Government, which spent over £1,000, under the 
supervision of the late Mr. W. J. Hanna, in erecting levees around the town to guard 
against a threatened flood.  
 
Incidentally, in making this excavation, a large deposit of coarse red sand was uncovered, 
which was used to top-dress the excellent footpaths of the town. 
 
Wentworth certainly possesses very fine public buildings, so noticeable that your special 
representative, who visited the town with the late Sir Joseph P. Abbott, wrote that they were 
finer than those of Armidale, "and Armidale could put Wentworth in its lap and spank it." But 
those were the days of abundant loan money and energetic "road and bridge" members, who 
could persuade the Government to build a wharf, which was never used by the river steamers 
until the wharfage dues were abolished, and a fine infants' school of brick, which was 
unoccupied for years. It seems a pity that the history of these old towns cannot be recorded 
before all the "old hands" pass away. Wentworth possessed a relic of which it was very proud, 
a small brass cannon mounted on a ship's carriage, which was dragged out and fired on great 
occasions. 
 
Mr. C. Brunsdon Fletcher, some time ago, in an article published in the "Herald," said that 
when Cadell first steamed up the Murray, he was greeted, a few miles above Wentworth, by 
a salute fired from a small brass cannon. This was probably the same piece of ordnance. As 
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there had been no previous navigation of the Murray, save by rowing boats, it would be 
interesting to know how the cannon got there. It must have been brought overland by some 
early settler, perhaps with the idea of overawing the warlike aborigines. 
I am, etc. 
M. R. CHATTO.    Carlton, Dec. 4.  
Sydney Morning Herald  5 Dec 1933. 
...................... 
 
 
Dec 1933   Wentworth Gaol. Wentworth's cannon mentioned by Chatto. Plus a 
Wentworth history written (N. Grace) but no publisher. 
 
Sir - Mr. Chatto's comments ("S.M.H." 4/12/33) on the "Wentworth Gaol" article are timely 
and informative. In the future, however, some confusion may arise through the supposition, 
repeated, that the small cannon alluded to by him was the one brought down by Captain Sturt. 
There are TWO CANNON, Sturt's piece, without carriage, is now in Adelaide. I saw it 
there four years ago. The other cannon, on carriage, a subsequent importation, is still in 
Wentworth. This is the piece mentioned by Mr. Chatto as having been brought out on great 
local occasions. 
Mr. Chatto's further remarks, "It seems a pity that the history of these old towns cannot be 
recorded before all the old hands pass away." Well, I spent 12 years and a lot of money in 
gathering material for such a record, not only of Wentworth, but of the great mid-
Murray and Darling districts from their beginning. And, having compiled and checked this 
work without bias or contentious matter (adding many early portraits and maps), I find 
Sydney publishers unwilling to publish this "fine piece of work" - to quote - except at my 
own expense, on the plea that "pioneer history does not sell." My effort, therefore, has proved 
merely a waste of years and material. 
I am, etc., 
N. GRACE.            Wentworth, Dec. 12. 
Sydney Morning Herald  18 Dec 1933. 
 
___________________ 
 
1890  Mr. Hanna was involved in the Wentworth Leevees.  
[See mention of Mr. Hanna in article on Wentworth Gaol - above.] 
Mr. Hanna Interviewed [before the 1890 Flood hits Wentworth]. 
Mr. W. J. Hanna, assistant- engineer in the department of the roads and bridges, is 
passing through Adelaide on his way from Broken Hill (his head station) via Morgan to 
Wentworth, where he will inspect the approaches of the town and report to the New South 
Wales Government on the best means to be adopted in order to protect against flood now 
coming down the Darling. He had a brief conversation with an Advertiser representative on 
Monday evening, in the course of which he remarked on the hot haste in which he had been 
summoned and its cause.  
 
Only a month previously he had visited Wentworth, which, as is generally known, is built 
on the low-lying ground some twenty odd feet above the ordinary summer level of the river. 
There is a rise of some three feet reported in Albury, which is likely if it continues to greatly 
increase the flood at Wentworth (which is already within a few inches of the town level), and 
in that case serious damage will result. 
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Some years ago, on the occasion of a "flood scare," embankments were placed across several 
gullies and stretches of low-lying ground in order to prevent the ingress of water to the 
township, but this protection has been allowed to fall into disrepair, and is now partially in 
ruins, so that it is not likely to be of any material service for use in the present emergency. 
 
The height to which the flood has now attained has caused a stoppage in the conveyance of 
mails from Wilcannia and Broken Hill down the Darling to Wentworth. The direct mail from 
the Hill to Wentworth, on what is known as the "back road," is also unable to travel. Large 
tracts of country in the neighborhood of the town are many feet under water, several station 
on the river being submerged, while as a natural consequence heavy losses in stock have 
ensued. The Morgan-Adelaide mail is also likely to be discontinued for a time owing to the 
floods rendering the roads impassible. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide), 10 Jun 1890.  
 
 
No danger to Wentworth from the floods for two months BUT ... 
Wentworth. 
Mr. Hanna reported that there was no danger to Wentworth for two months. That is true, BUT 
by that time all the available resources for earth to make protection works will be 
under water, and efforts then will be useless.  
 
Only six drays are available here for the work, and it is impossible for drays to get in from the 
outside, as the whole country is flooded. Four are expected by boat from Mildura, but 3000 
yards of earth will be required. A dray cannot bring more than 10 yards per day so that 30 
days will be required for the ten drays to complete the work. Unless the work is started 
immediately, it will be impossible to put on even 10 drays, for when the water is two feet 
higher all the country outside the town will be flooded, and the streets will have to be broken 
up to make dams. The water now at Albury is coming on, and with what is here will bring the 
river up to the level of the flood of 1870 
 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill), 20 Jun 1890. 
 
_________________ 
 
 

Jan 1871    Sale of Country Lots, Co. Wentworth.  
[Government Gazette, 1870, p.2875.] 
(Rusheen Craig -28 August 2006.) 
 
Sale to be at Police Office, Wentworth, 
On Monday, 30th January, 1871. 
All County of Wentworth; Parish unnamed. 
 
Lot A; Portion No.9-69. 
40 acres at £1 per acre. 
On the right bank of the Darling River, at Ten-mile Point, about 10 miles from Wentworth. 
Selected by E. WHITE. 
Exclusive of a road 3 chains wide. 
 
Lot B; Portion No.11-69. 
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40 acres at £1 per acre. 
On the left bank of the Darling River, near J. S. SMITH's Conditional Purchase of 40 acres. 
Selected by W. SMITH. 
 
Lot C; Portion No.12-69. 
40 acres at £1 per acre. 
On the right bank of the Darling River, on Para Run. 
Selected by J. SMITH. 
Exclusive of a road 3 chains wide. 
 
Lot D; Portion No.12-68. 
60 acres at £1 per acre. 
 
At the Tiltao Waterhole, on the Tiltao Run, adjoining the population boundary of the Town of 
Wentworth. 
Representatives of the late Dugald FLETCHER. 
Claim of applicant mentioned above to purchase Lot D under pre-emptive right has lapsed. 
 
______________ 
 
Mar 1871   Sale of West Tapio.  
Mr. J.G. Dougharty reports:- 
 
"I have sold to Mr Cudmore a portion of Messrs. Menzie's and Douglas's run of Tapio, called 
West Tapio, with 30,000 mixed sheep, at 15s. per head." 
Argus, 30 March 1871. 
 
Sale of West Tapio Station, near Wentworth, with 40,000 sheep at 15s per head - terms, one-
third cash, balance on terms - from Messrs. Menzies and Douglas to Mr. CUDMORE and a 
small station in the Lachlan district, with 1,200 cattle, at £5 a-head cash. 
Argus, 10 April 1871.  
___________________ 
 
Mar 1871   Abundance of fruit. At old mission station Yelta, and grown by Holding and by 
Weltie near Wentworth. 
 
There is a remarkable feature here now, and one scarcely to have been anticipated, even by 
the most sanguine - abundance of fruit - grapes, almost a drug, supplied from three gardens; 
one on the Victorian side, Yelta, the old mission station, and two on the east side of the 
Darling. 
 
One a freehold belonging to Mr. Holding, who has spared no labour or expense in procuring 
the best fruit trees and vines to be obtained in Melbourne, Sydney or Adelaide, with extensive 
irrigation. The other is a leasehold occupied by Mr. P. Weltie, containing a good selection of 
vines and trees. 
 
The population of Wentworth at present is scarcely enough to absorb the produce of one of 
these gardens. The rain has caused much damage to some of the finer sorts of table grapes. 
The Black Prince and Pedro Ximener - the latter produces a very large berry down here - have 
suffered most. 
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Australian Town and Country Journal, 11 Mar 1871. 
 
_______________ 
 
1871   Arthur Britton, of Wentworth, Insolvency Court. 
 
Arthur Britton, of Wentworth, late of Menindie, publican. 
Liabilities - £770 6s 
Assets - £325 1s 6d. 
Mr. Mackenzie official assignee. 
 
The Empire (Sydney), 18 Dec 1871  Insolvency Court Surrenders. 
Arthur Britton, of the Cliff's Hotel, Menindie, licensed publican. 
Liabilities - £770 6s 
Assets - £325 1s 6d. 
Deficiency - £445 4s 6d. 
Mr. J. P. Mackenzie official assignee. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 1 Jan 1872. 
Estates Surrendered or Sequested in December 1871 [include] Arthur Britton. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 26 Jun 1885 
Letters of Administration in the estates of the following [includes] 
Mary Britton - to husband of deceased - £361. 
 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill), 30 Aug 1915. 
Funeral. Mary Britton. 
Friends of Mr Mrs George Chatfield and Mrs Geyer - their late mother Mary Britton from Mr 
George Chatfield's residence, Pell-street off Gypsum-street ... for RC Cemetery. 
BDMs - Mary J. Britton died 1915 Broken Hill; father Albert, mother -; 73 years. So born about 
1842 
 
SMH 4 Dec 1918. 
Funeral Mary Gertrude BRITTON of 194 Bulwarra-road, Ultimo. 
Florence Britton - her mother. 
Mr & Mrs William Britton and family Edward St Pyrmont - mother and g-mother. 
Mr & Mrs Samuel Britton and family 57 Dickson-street Newtown - mother and g-mother. 
Mr & Mrs Arthur Petterson and family 310 Jones St Ultimo - mother and g-mother. 
Mr & Mrs Chapman and family 43 Harris St Rozelle - mother. 
Mr C Gyler and family McKenzie-st Rozelle - mother-inlaw and g-mother. 
Mr & Mrs P Tester and family of Boulevard, Leichhardt; Mr & Mrs S Britton, Fig-st Ultimo; Mr 
& Mrs W. Britton and family, Alma-st Pyrmont - grandmother and gt-grandmother. 
Mrs Julia Atkinson - friend. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 2 Dec 1919 p.6. 
In Memoriam Notices on death of Mary Britton [includes] 
Died suddenly at Pyrmont on 2 Dec 1918, aged 69 years 
Notices Inserted by:  
Samuel (son) & Carrie (daughter-inlaw) and grandchildren. 
William (son) & Ellen Britton (daughter-inlaw) 
Mary ? & Florrie (daughters). 
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Noni (daughter) & Fred. 
Dot, Perc (son) & family. 
A. Dahlberg? & Family - my adopted mother. 
Charlie Gyler (son-inlaw) & Family. 
 
My Comment: This would mean she was born about 1850. 
From BDMs Death Mary G. Britton in 1918 at Sydney; parents Michael and Bridget. 
 
The Argus, 3 Feb 1938. 
Mrs Mary Britton, of Yackandandah, has died, aged 66 years. There are two sons and three 
daughters. 
My comment: Born about 1872. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Dec 1871 . 
 
____________ 
 

Mar 1872  Death by drowning of the Wilcannia and Wentworth Mailman. 
South Australian Register 21 Mar 1872 p. 5. 
 
A Mailman Drowned.—  
The Wilcannia and Wentworth mailman, Robert Battie, was drowned in the Talawalka Creek 
on March 10 whilst he was on his usual journey. He was perfectly sober when he signed the 
receipt-note at the Wilcannia Post-Office., and this is attested by the puntman when he 
crossed the river, also by Mr. Murchiland, of the Ten-mile Point, who saw him last. Mr. H. D. 
Kelly, of Billilla Station, who had been out on the run during Friday, on returning found that 
the mail had not been delivered, and sent a note to the police at 8 p.m. on Saturday. A trooper 
therefore left Wilcannia on Sunday in search. Mr. Kelly had all the men on Sunday actively 
engaged in seeking, and at last they found the two horses grazing with the letter-bags all 
right. The man's boots were tied to the saddle. 
 
The tracks of the horses were traced, and it was found that the animals had gone two miles up 
the Talawalka Creek from the usual route. Mr. Chambers, one of the overseers, who was in 
search in a boat, found the body on a snag, showing that the creek must have fallen two or 
three feet since he was drowned. The mails were sent down at once by Mr. Kelly, in charge of 
Tom Doohan, in the employ of Mr. Crick, the contractor. On the news arriving that the body 
had been discovered, Mr. J. C. Woore, P.M., rode out, and held a magisterial enquiry, when a 
verdict of "Accidentally drowned" was returned, with the addition that there was no means of 
accounting for the deceased's departure from his usual route. Mr. Hatten, the publican, Mr. W. 
Young, Assistant Postmaster, and Mr.Murchiland were the witnesses as to identity.The 
features were not recognisable, decomposition having set in frightfully, and it was merely by 
the apparel that recognition was perfected. A small doll which had been bought at Quin's store 
was tied round the body, directed to Tintinalogy Station, and served as an additional proof— 
so he died, poor fellow, in harness. 
 
Should not some precautionary measures be taken in future floods to prevent life being 
sacrificed? This poor fellow could not swim, and faced death in every creek he met. With 
horses that perhaps he was a stranger to the day before he entered a stream, knowing not the 
depth, and pluckily and courageously he has given up his life in the discharge of duty. Surely 
during flood times especially ability to swim should be regarded as a necessary qualification 
in the case of all men entrusted with the carriage of the mails in the treacherous emptying of 
the largest watershed on the continent.  
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The Wentworth up bags have, with the Booligal mails, been delivered punctually.The Bourke 
post, also, has been up to time, and it is due to the carriers to state that their exertions during 
floods are beyond all praise. The aspect of the country often changes. What a few days before 
were mere fissures and creeks become torrents, and a knowledge of locality must be most 
faithfully kept in the memory to ensure safety. We believe a large amount of cheques and 
other monetary documents were in transitu by the last down mail, and had they been lost a 
great deal of trouble and annoyance would have been the consequence. The deceased was a 
good-natured man, and deserved a better fate.The conduct of Mr. H. D. Kelly, of Billilla, in 
seeing that every effort was used for the recovery of the body is worthy of mention.  
 
___________________ 
 

Aug 1872   Death of Mr. James Brown Gunn, son of William Gunn. 
An inquest was held at the Crown Hotel, Wentworth on August 1, by Mr. W. L. Roberts, with as 
Foreman Mr. H. Williams, to ascertain the circumstances attending the death of J. B. Gunn. 
 
C. W. Porter deposed - About 4 o'clock yesterday I had been talking to the deceased, and left 
him sitting on the skylight of the cabin of the steamer Tyro. Went on shore for about ten 
minutes, when I saw him struggling to get up. In doing so he staggered to the opposite side of 
the skylight. He fell as I then supposed between the skylight and the Bulwalk. Was standing at 
Gunn's Store, which is about 80 yards from where the steamer was. Immediately went to it. 
Then saw the deceased in the water. Threw him a life-buoy which was near me. It fell close to 
him. I called, "A man overboard." Again turned round, and deceased disappeared. A man who 
came immediately tried to get him with the boat-hook. Ran to the Police Station for the drags, 
and they were carried down immediately. Mr. Camper next ran down. When I got to the river 
they had recovered the body. Do not think the body was in the water over eight or nine 
minutes. When I left him on the skylight he was rational - in perfect health to all appearances. 
We were about to proceed for a trip to Cowana in the steamer. His struggling on the skylight 
on rising I can only account for as an attack of dizziness. Have heard since that he had fits 
before. Was with the deceased from 10 o'clock. We were at the Court-House together. There 
must be 16 feet of water where the deceased fell over. 
 
J. C. Edwards, blacksmith, said - I heard the cry of "a man overboard" from the Tyro, and in 
consequence went to assiast in recovering the body. The drags were lowered, and the body 
was secured immediately. Assisted to take deceased out of the water. Saw him open his eyes 
as we lifted him out. We took him on  the shore immediately, and Dr. Goodwell was there.  
 
Henry Holland Widdowson Goodwell, surgeon stated - I heard about 11 o'clock that 
someone had fallen in the water at the wharf. Got there as soon as possible, just as James Gunn 
was brought to the surface. Had his clothes removed, and adopted the usual treatment in 
cases of drowning, but life was extinct when he was brought to the shore. The immediate 
cause of death was asphyxia. He might have had a fit, and been unconscious when he fell into 
the water. 
 
James Horne Asborn said - I have known deceased ever since he came to Wentworth - about 
11 years. Have heard that he was subject to fits. 
 
The Coroner stated of his own knowledge that Gunn had been subject to fits, and had fallen 
on several occasions.  
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Verdict - "That James Brown Gunn met his death by drowning through falling overboard from 
the steamer Tyro."  
 
The Jury added the rider - "That in our opinion valuable time was lost through the drags 
being kept so far from the river. We would suggest the absolute necessity of another set of 
drags being kept on the Wharf at the Custom-House." 
 
The funeral, which took place on Thursday afternoon, was numerously attended, the whole of 
the male population of the place followed the remains to the grave. The sad and sudden 
accident cast a gloom over the town, the deceased having been so young - only 25 - and so 
well known in the district, having lived there a great portion of his lifetime. Great sympathy 
was shown for the bereaved parents and family. Mr. William Gunn, the father of the 
deceased, was absent from home at the time of the occurence, being on his way up from 
Adelaide in the steamer Queen. 
 
South Australian Register  8 Aug 1872.   
 
_________________ 
 
Sep 1872   Wentworth Branch of the Joint-Stock Bank opened this week. 
Banking. - The Branch at Wentworth of the Joint-Stock Bank, whose headquarters are in 
Sydney, began business last week. Mr. Ward is the Accountant, and Mr. Kirkman the 
Manager. 
South Australian Register, 12 Sep 1872. 
 
Dec 1872   Mr Kirkman leaves Wentworth and is replaced by Mr. Dewhirst. 
A number of the leading tradesmen waited upon Mr. Kirkman, the late Manager of the Branch 
Joint-Stock Bank, to present him with an address bidding him farewell, and thanking him for 
his kindness and urbanity to the customers of the institution and the inhabitants generally 
since the opening of the establishment. His health has been bad, but it is hoped that a change 
of climate will restore him to his former vigour. Mr. Kirkman left by the steamer Pride of the 
Murray, and is succeeded by Mr. Dewhirst, from Sydney. 
South Australian Register, 25 Dec 1872. 
 
___________________ 
 
 
Dec 1872   Para stations, Darling River, for sale, Estate of Late James Scott. 
On Thursday, 20 February 1873. 
By order of the Executors of the estate of the Late James Scott, of Para, River Darling. 
Extensive station property on the River Darling. 
 
W. G. Luxmoore is instructed to sell by auction, at his Exchange Auction Mart, Adelaide, on 
Thursday 20 February 1873 - 
All that valuable Station Property on the Darling River, well known as the Para Stations, 
comprising 
 
PARA EAST 
Para No.1. 
Para No.2. 
Beyond Upper Tapeo. 
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Buluhula and Birrul. 
All held under Lease from the New South Wales Government, and comprising an Area of     
Acres [no number is given in the newspaper], with large Frontage to the River, extensively 
improved and nearly all fenced; together with - Back Blocks, Buracy, Arunspi, and Outer Back 
Bullanmong, comprising about 200,000 Acres - magnificent Winter Country, with about 
15,000 Sheep. 
 
PARA WEST 
Parra   41,000 Acres. 
Illengerry   31,000 Acres. 
Tarrangara   41,000 Acres. 
Salt Lake   41,000 Acres. 
Cutpy   60,000 Acres. 
Tulrigo   53,000 Acres. 
South Tulrigo   18,000 Acres. 
Commanding Extensive Frontage to the River, and very extensively and judiciously improved. 
Together with about  
38,000 Sheep 
1,200  Head of Cattle. 
100 Horses. 
 
These Stations are situated about 35 miles above Wentworth, having uninterrupted 
communication in all seasons, and well known as one of the earliest and best selections on the 
River. 
 
The Working-Stock, Plant, and Stores on each Station to be taken at a valuation. 
 
Terms - One-quarter cash, one-eighth six months, one-eigth 12 months; balance at five years 
at 6 per cent interest. 
 
South Australian Register, 26 Dec 1872. 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Jan 1873    Wentworth's First Race Meeting [of the year]. 
Pastoral Times and Deniliquin Telegraph 
[Rusheen Craig  7 May 2009.] 
 
Wentworth held its first Race Meeting on 1st and 2nd January, 1873. 
 
Wentworth Races turned out to be a miserable failure, partly owing to the 
supineness of the committee and partly to the bad faith of the stewards. 
 
 
FIRST DAY 
Wentworth Plate:- Entrance £3-3 with ............sovereigns added; two 
miles; one event; weight for age; the second horse to have the entrance. 
 
Ladies Purse:- Entrance £2-2 with ...........sovereigns added; Mile and a 
half Heats; catch weights. 
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Race for Untrained Horses:- Entrance £1-1 with .........sovereigns added; 
mile heats; catch weights. 
 
SECOND DAY 
Publicans' Purse:- Entrance £2-2 with .......sovereigns added; mile and a 
half heats; second horse to save entrance. 
 
Stockkeepers' Purse:- Entrance £1-1 etc; one and a half mile heats; etc 
 
Consolation Stakes for all beaten horses during the Meeting:- Entrance £1-1; 
with ........sovereigns; Mile heats; weight for age. 
 
Hurry Scurry, for all untrained horses (the winning of any previous race 
excepted):- Entrance £0-10-6 with ...........sovereigns; one mile heats; 
catch weight. 
 
RULES 
All disputes settled by Stewards, whose decision is final. 
 
Three horses to enter for each race. No walkovers allowed. 
 
No person to run a horse for the first prizes of each day who is not a 
subscriber of at least £2-2 to the race fund, and for other prizes £1-1. 
 
Entries for first two races to close at 11am on the day of the race. 
 
Races commence 12 o'clock noon sharp. 
 
J.T.SMITH, Secretary. 
 
 
Jan 1873   Wentworth Races. 
 
WENTWORTH RACES. 
These annual sports under the management of the Wentworth Jockey Club took place on 
Thursday and Friday of last week. 
 
Judge: Mr. W. Jamieson, the President of the Club. 
Starter and Handicapper: Mr. A. H. Pegler, the Vice-President. 
Stewards: Messrs. W. Crozier, J. Moody, W. Gunn, J. O. Edwards, and D. B. Cudmore. 
 
The prizes offered brought together as fine a field of horses as ever ran on the course.  The 
weather although warm was not oppressive on the first day, but hotter than was generally 
liked on the second; ample supplies of creature comforts for the thirsty, however, had been 
provided by five Bonifaces, besides two or three fruit and tea stall-keepers.  
 
The number of visitors was not so large as on former occasions; still there was a fair muster, 
with a good sprinkling of the fairer sex, some on horseback, others in buggies and other 
vehicles. As there is no grandstand on the grounds a large bough shed was erected close to the 
course, where the spectators could sit or stand screened from the fierce rays of the sun. 
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Punctually at 1 p.m. the bell rang for the  
 
Maiden Plate: 15 sovs. All horses that have never won an advertised prize except hacks.  
Mile and a half. Weight for age. Entrance £1 -11s-6d 
 
Mr. H. Pegler's b.m. Brunette, 4 yrs., 8 st. 6 lb (Curran)s. ........ 1. 
Mr. W. le Clush's r.g. Stride, 3 yrs., 7 st 3 lbs (Gray) .........2 
Mr. McDonald's b.g. Brigham Young, 5 yrs, 9 st 1 lb (King) .......3. 
 
Previous to starting Brigham was the favourite; he had lately been brought from Melbourne, 
and bets were freely offered on him, but as has often happened before the knowing ones were 
all wrong, for Brunette passed the Judges' Stand hard held three lengths ahead of Stride, and 
the Mormon a long distance in the rear. Time, 2 mins. 53 sec. 
 
Wentworth Handicap, 40 sovs., with sweep of three sovs.; two miles. 
Out of 18 nominations nine accepted and started. 
 
Mr. W. Crozier's b.m. Flyaway, aged, 8 st. 12 lbs. (Owner) ............1. 
Mr. G. Rayner's g.g. Delta, 7 st. 7lbs. (Fry) ..............2. 
Mr. Hammat's b.g. Mischief, 8 st. 9lbs. (King) ..............3. 
Mr. R. Gray's b.g. Tormentor, 8 st. 2lbs. (Gray)  
Mr. W. Robertson's b.g. Fusilier, 3 yrs., 6 st. 12 lbs. (Hill). 
Mr. J. Coombs's  g.g. Toryboy, aged, 8 st. 10 lbs (H. Russell). 
Mr. W. Patterson's  b.g. Canary, aged, 7 st. 7 lbs. (Bax). 
Mr. H. Pegler's b.m. Flout, 4 yrs, 7 st. 12 lbs. (Curran). 
Mr. J. Crozier, jun.'s blk.g. Blackwood, aged, 8 st. 10 lbs. (Tommy). 
 
After a little trouble a good start was effected and away the nags went together. On passing 
the Judges' Stand in the first turn Fusilier led, closely followed by Delta and Tormentor, all the 
rest except Blackwood being in close proximity; but when they got to the back of the course 
again Flyaway got to the front, and Fusilier gave way to Delta, which next had to relinquish to 
the Fly on getting to the distance post. Then commenced an exciting run home, but Flyaway 
having secured the first place was not again collared, and came in a winner a length ahead of 
Delta, the rest being tailed out. Thus finished a first-rate contest. Time, 3 mins. 52 sec. 
 
Ladies' Purse, 30 sovs. - About two and a half miles. Welter weights for age. Gentlemen 
riders. Entrance, £1-11s-6d. 
  
A good affair, won by Sunflower, a fine strong horse from Chowla. 
 
Mr. W. Robertson's ch.g. Sunflower, aged, 11 st. 10 lbs. (Patterson) .....1 
Mr. R. Gray's b.g. Tormentor, aged, 11 st. 10 lbs. (McDonald) ...........2  
Mr. J. Crozier's b.m. Arab Lass, 4 yrs., 10 st 10 lbs. (Pegler) ...........3 
Mr. A. H. Pegler's b.m. Brunette, 4 yrs., 10 st. 10 lbs (Crozier). 
Mr. V. le Clush's r.g. Stride, 3 yrs., 9 st. 7 lbs. (dr) 
Time, 4 mins. 40 sec. 
 
Shorts, of £12 10s - Half mile heats, without dismounting. 
Mr. J. Coomb's g.g. Toryboy, aged, 9 st. 1 lb. (Russell) ...... 1  1 
Mr. A. H. Pegler's ch.g. Greyhound, 5 yrs, 9 st (Curran) .... 2  3 
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Mr. W. Robertson's b.g. Fusilier, 3 yrs, 8 st. (Hill) ...... 3  2 
Mr. W. Patterson's b.g. Vain Hope, 4 yrs., 8 st 10 lbs. (dr) 
 
At the start Greyhound was the favourite, but Toryboy was too smart for the others, and won 
easily. The distance was too short for much space between the competitors. Time - First Heat 
53 secs.; Second Heat 56 secs. 
 
Hacks - £7-10s. Heats, once round the course. 
 
Four animals were entered, and the struggle was won by Mr. Hammat's Hard Times. 
 
In a hurryskurry seven horses started, and Mr. Hammat's Reuben beat. 
 
The shades of evening having begun the company left for home. There was to have been a ball 
in the evening, but it fell through, and instead there were dances at the Royal and Wentworth 
Hotels.   
 
 
                                   SECOND DAY 
 
District Plate - 20 sovs., sweepstakes of 5 sovs. added. All horses foaled within a hundred 
miles of Wentworth. The winner of any previous District Plate not to start. Mile and a half. 
Weight for age. 
 
Usually there has been a fine gathering, but owing to a delay in publishing the programme this 
year it was a failure, only two horses having entered. 
 
Mr. W. Patterson's b.g. Vain Hope, 4 yrs, 8 st. 9 lbs. (Gray) ...... 1. 
Mr. A. H. Pegler's g.m. Flout, 4 yrs, 8 st. 9 lbs. (W. Curran) .... 2. 
 
Odds were taken on the grey mare, but "you never can tell," and Vain Hope passed the Judge a 
length ahead. Time - 2 mins 59 sec. 
 
Town Plate - 30 sovs. - Three miles. Entrance £2-12s-6d. 
Mr. J. Crozier's bk.g. Blackwood, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Curran) ........ 1. 
Mr. W. Robertson's b.g. Fusilier, 3 yrs., 6 st. 12 lbs (Hill) ....... 2. 
Mr. W. Hammat's Mischief, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Gray) ....... 3. 
Mr. W. Crozier's b.m. Flyaway, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Owner). 
Mr. J. Coombs's g.g. Toryboy, aged, 9 st. 10 lbs. (Russell). 
Mr. J. Crozier's b.m. Arab Lass, 4 yrs., 8 st. 9 lbs., dr. 
Mr. A. H. Pegler's g.m. Flout, 4 yrs., 8 st 9 lbs., dr. 
 
This contest was looked upon by some folks as certain to be won by Flyaway, and 
Blackwood's chance was considered decidedly bad, but the little horse proved that he still had 
good stuff in him, for on passing the Judge's Stand the first time Toryboy, Flyaway and 
Mischief were close together, with the rest of the nags near, but in the second round Mischief 
went to the front, closely followed by Fusilier and Flyaway; then shortly after Blackwood got 
forward till he reached the distance post, when he put on a spurt and came in half a length 
behind the soldier. 
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Forced Handicap - Stake of 5 per cent to be deducted from the winners of the Maiden Plate, 
Wentworth Handicap, Ladies Purse, District Plate, and Town Plate; losers admitted on 
payment of £1 each. One mile and a half. Two losers - viz., Canary and Tormentor - entered for 
this in addition to the winners of the other races. 
 
Mr. W. Patterson's Canary, 7 st. 7 lbs. (Bax) ............ 1. 
Mr. W. Robertson's Sunflower, 9 st. (W. Crozier) ...... 2. 
Mr. R. Gray's Tormentor, 8 st. (Gray) ........ 3. 
Mr. J. Coombs' Toryboy, 8 st. 5 lbs. (Curran) 
 Mr. W. Crozier's Flyaway, 8 st. 10 lb. (dr) 
Mr. J. Crozier's Blackwood, 8 st. 8 lbs. (dr) 
Mr. W. Patterson's Vain Hope, 8st. 2 lbs. (dr) 
Mr. A. H. Pegler's Brunette, 7 st. 10 lbs. (dr) 
 
Sunflower led to within a hundred yards of the winning post; but just at this turn the boy on 
Canary got the inside place and passed him, winning by a neck when close to the post. 
 
Selling Stakes - 10 sovs. Owners seemed not much inclined to part with their horses, for 
merely two were entered in the race. 
 
Mr. Rayner's Delta, £25, 9 st. (Wright) ........ 1   1. 
Mr. R. Gray's Tormentor, £26, 8 st. 7 lbs., (Gray) ........ 0   0. 
 
Won easily. There was no bid above the upset price for Delta, and the animal was knocked 
down to the owner. 
 
Consolation Stakes - Handicap; 10 sovs.  Mile. 
 
Mr. Hammat's Mischief, 8 st. 7 lbs. (Gray) ........ 1. 
Mr. Crozier's Arab Lass, 8 st. 5 lbs. (Curran) ...... 2. 
Mr. Robertson's Fusilier, 6 st. 10 lbs. (Hill) ...... 3. 
Mr. Le Clush's Stride, 7 st. (Bax) ........ 0. 
 
The sports closed with a hurryskurry for £3-16s-0, which was taken by Mr. Patterson's Pilot 
against seven others. 
 
The race dinner was provided at Gunn's Crown Hotel on Friday, at 8 p.m.  An excellent 
spread was prepared, but the feast was not so well attended as it ought to have been, only a 
few townspeople being present. This gave poor encouragement for doing well. Mr. 
Richardson, P.M., took the chair, and the Vice-President of the Club occupied the vice-chair. 
Toasts were interspersed with a few songs, and a pleasant evening was spent. 
 
The settling took place at Morgan's Wentworth Hotel at 2 p.m. on Saturday. There was a 
large attendance of the sporting fraternity, and the President of the Club (Mr. Jamieson) 
occupied the chair. After the Treasurer had given cheques to the winners, champagne was 
provided, a few healths were proposed, and the company proceeded to arrange for the next 
year's business. A Secretary was appointed, the members of the Committee were chosen, and 
Stewards were elected. It was decided that there should be a Maiden Plate of 40 sovs., a 
Handicap of 80 sovs., and a District Plate of 25 sovs. with a sweepstakes of 5 sovs. added, but 
the whole arrangement it was stated would be advertised in a week or two. 
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South Australian Register, 1 Feb. 1873. 
 
__________________ 
 
Jul 1873   Transmission of property of late James Scott, formerly of Para, Darling River. 
County of Wentworth, on the River Darling, 
Portions 1, 2-67, 3-68, 4-68, 13-69, 16-69. 
Applicants: Jessie Macdonald, Edward M. Bagot, William Henry Charnock of near 
Adelaide, South Australia, &c. 
How claimed: Devisees of the will of James Scott, late of Para, Darling River, deceased. 
Caveats may be lodged until 31 August. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 12 Jul 1873. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 

Sep 1873   Disposal of estate of Thomas McGeorge will take place on 30 Sep. by order of 
the Sheriff. 
 
In the Supreme Court of New South Wales 
Sheriff's Office, Sydney, 17th July 1873. 
 
 
THE COMMERCIAL BANKING COMPANY OF SYDNEY 
v. 
WILLIAM KENAVAN AND WIFE, as representatives of the estate of THOMAS McGEORGE, 
deceased. 
 
On Tues 30th September 1873 the SHERIFF will cause to be sold by public auction:- 
 
 
TOWN OF WENTWORTH. 
Allotment 5 of section 1, containing 3 roods, 21 perches, situated on south side of Cadell-
street.  
 
Allotment 6 of section 1, containing 3 roods 20 perches, situated on south side of Cadell-
street.   
 
Allotment 10 of section 2, containing 3 roods and 2 perches, situated on south side of Cadell-
street.   
 
Allotment 4 of section 3, containing 1 rood, situated on north side of Cadell-street.   
 
Allotment 9 of section 2, containing 3 roods, situated on south side of Cadell-street.   
 
Allotment 3 of section 9, containing 1 rood, situated on north side of Cadell-street.  
 
Allotment 5 of section 2, containing 1 rood, situated on north side of Cadell-street. On this 
allotment is a wooden cottage of about four rooms. 
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Suburban Portions 18 and 19, containing 2 acres and 2 roods, as delineated on map of 
Wentworth. 
 
Allotments 1 and 2  of section 43, containing one acre and seven and a quarter perches, as 
delineated on map of Wentworth. 
 
Allotment 6 of section 2, containing 1 acre 3 roods and 5 perches, situated on southern side of 
Cadell-street.  
 
Allotment 7 of section 2, containing 2 roods, situated on southern side of Cadell-street.  
 
Allotment 8 of section 2, containing 2 roods, situated on southern side of Cadell-street. On this 
and the two last mentioned allotments is a wooden house of about six rooms.   
 
Allotment 6 of section 3, containing 2 roods 30 perches, as delineated on the map of 
Wentworth.   
 
Allotment 3 of section 23, containing 1 rood 24 perches, situated on north-eastern side of 
Darling-street. On this is an old public-house. 
 
 
TOWN OF WILCANNIA.  
Allotment 9 of section 14, containing 1 rood, situated on north-western side of Reid-street.  
 
Allotment 10 of section 14, containing 1 rood, situated on north-western side of Reid-
street. On this and the last mentioned allotment is the large and well-known "Wilcannia 
Hotel". 
 
 Sydney Morning Herald, 17 Jul 1873. 
 
________________ 
 
Sep 1873  Duke of Edinburgh Hotel Wentworth to be sold.  
On Friday, November 14 
To Publicans, Wine and Spirit Merchants, Capitalists, and Others. 
Valuable Freehold Property 
Stock-in-Trade, &c., of the DUKE OF EDINBURGH HOTEL, WENTWORTH, 
W. J. Holding has been favoured with instructions to sell by public auction the above, on the 
premises, the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel, Wentworth - 
The Freehold of the above First-class Hotel 
New and Modern Household Furniture 
Stock-in-Trade and Effects, including large quantity of Sundries. 
Without the least Reserve. 
Title good. 
Terms Cash. 
 
South Australian Advertiser, 11 Nov 1873. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
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Dec 1873   Wentworth Hotel to be sold by order of the Mortgagees. 
 
On Wednesday, January 28, 1874, at 12 o'clock noon. 
 
WENTWORTH, RIVER DARLING. 
 
TWO FREEHOLD ALLOTMENTS IN THE TOWN OF WENTWORTH, DARLING RIVER, WITH 
HOTEL AND OTHER BUILDINGS ERECTED THEREON. 
 
By order of the Mortgagees. 
 
D. S. Mitchell has received instructions from the Mortgagees to sell by public auction, at the 
Assembly Room of the Wentworth Hotel, in Darling-street, Wentworth, on Wednesday 
January 28, 1874, at 12 o'clock noon - 
 
All those TWO VALUABLE FREEHOLD ALLOTMENTS, numbered respectively One and Two 
of Section 24, situated in Darling-street in the Town and Parish of Wentworth, containing 
together by admeasurement One Acre, more or less. 
 
Upon these Allotments are erected the WENTWORTH HOTEL, containing 15 Rooms, 
including magnificent Assembly Room, large Bar, Commercial Room, Parlours, commodious 
Bedrooms, large and convenient Kitchen and Larder, extensive Cellarage, Bath and Outhouses. 
The whole well and substantially built of Brick and in good repair.  
 
A large Brick and Cemented Tank which holds a never-failing supply of rain water. Also, a 
Pump with pipe to the River Darling, to which the Allotments have a frontage. 
 
Also, Two COTTAGES, containing respectively four Rooms. 
 
The WENTWORTH HOTEL is situated in the very best business part of the Town, being at the 
Corner of Darling and Sandwych streets, and is in close proximity to the wharfs and the 
punt across the Darling; and from the position of the house, as well as its being such a 
thoroughly good and substantial one, the Auctioneer can confidently recommend this 
property as a really good paying investment. 
 
 
South Australian Register, 25 Dec 1873. 
 
 
THE SALE OF THE WENTWORTH HOTEL. 
 
Mr. D.S. Mitchell has sold by auction the Wentworth Hotel, at the corner of Darling and 
Sandwych streets, Wentworth, River Darling, to Mr. E. Geyer, for £1,300 [or possibly £1,800 
- difficult to read.] 
 
South Australian Register, 5 Feb 1874. 
 
__________________ 
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Dec 1873  Ad for Medical Practioner for Wentworth. 
 
Medical - Wanted, a duly qualified medical practioner, for the town and neighbourhood of 
Wentworth, New South Wales. Must be a married man, and of good character. 
 
A guarantee of £200 a year will be given for attendance on 10 families alone, and it is 
believed that the general practice may be worth £500 or £600 a year. 
 
There is no qualified medical man within 200 miles. 
 
Further particulars on application to Mr. Thos. Brooke, at Messrs. James Service and Co's, 
Collins-street. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 3 Dec 1873. 
 
_____________________ 
 

Jan 1874  Mary Kerridge of Wentworth receives medal for rescue. 
 
Miss Mary Kerridge has received a medal and suitable testimonial from the Royal Humane 
Society, for saving the life of a lad named Stuart, at Wentworth. 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 24 Jan 1874. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Sep 1874   Sub-Inspector Carter leaves Wentworth; No crime in Wentworth; School 
attendance good and teachers well paid; new schoolhouse. 
 
RIVER DISTRICT NEWS. 
On Thursday, August 27, a number of friends of Sub-Inspector Carter met at the Crown 
Hotel, Wentworth, to present him with a testimonial on the eve of his departure for Dubbo. 
Mr. W. Gunn, who presented, referred to the guest's residence of over 11 years in the 
locality, and spoke of the warm esteem that was felt for him on account of his general 
efficiency and urbanity. He congratulated the district and Mr. Carter on the comparative 
absence of crime, as proved by the fact at the latest half-yearly sessions only one civil case 
was heard, and there were none of a criminal character on the calendar. He then handed to 
Mr. Carter a handsome gold watch and chain, also a locket bearing a suitable inscription, and 
expressed the sincere wishes felt for that officer's welfare. The recipient responded feelingly, 
and the health of Mr. and Mrs. Carter was then drunk. 
 
At a meeting held recently in St. John's Schoolhouse the Rev. W. Cocks, in congratulating the 
people of Wentworth on the moral and religious condition of the town, said he must claim for 
Wentworth a high position in respect to the progress that had been made of late years. 
The Judge would be there on the following day, and not a case of crime was to be tried [so 
Visiting Judge Francis was presented with a pair of white kid gloves]. Only one civil case was 
on the list, although the sessions had not been held for five months, and even that came from a 
distance of 200 miles. 
 
From the report of the New South Wales Council of Education he found that throughout the 
colony there were 18 children out of every 100 units of population attending the public 
schools. In this very small community there were 116 attending, which gave 30 to every 
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100; besides that they had a successful private school. Whilst throughout the colony two 
shillings per head of population was paid for school fees, in Wentworth eight shillings 
was paid to the teacher. 
 
Taking the towns of the Riverina as nearest in relation to themselves, the average attendance 
to the 100 was:- 
Wagga  18 
Deniliquin  121/2 

Balranald  19 
Wilcannia  14 
Bourke  15 
Hay  11 
Wentworth  30.  
 
Since the flood of 1870 St. John's Church and the Roman Catholic Chapel had been erected, 
and there was accommodation in those buildings for every member of the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic communions of an age to attend service. The new schoolhouse would 
provide space for 200 children, and there were upward of 120 on the rolls of the 
Sunday-school. Moreover, St. John's Church was commenced in the worst time for the 
district, and was opened when wool was almost at its lowest value. When the foundation-
stone was laid the flood had not receeded from the streets of the town more than four months. 
Might they not, he asked, adapt the sentiment of the poet - 
"There is a tide in the affairs of towns 
That taken at the flood leads on to fortune." 
 
South Australian Register, 4 Sep 1874. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

Jun 1875   Byrnes/Felgate marriage; plus misc. Byrnes/ Felgate information.   
MARRIAGE.  BYRNES - FELGATE. 
On 5th April 1875 at St John's, Wentworth, by the Rev. William Cocks, 
JAMES MANNING BYRNES, eldest son of Hon. William BYRNES, M.L.C., Parramatta 
to 
MARY FELGATE, only daughter of the late Ebenezer FELGATE, Wentworth. 
[In the BDMs the marriage is recorded as Mary Ann FILGATE] 
Sydney Morning Herald  4 June 1875. 
 
[Comment: The marriage is of James Manning BYRNES, the son of a Member of the Legislative 
Council, to a Wentworth lady, Mary FELGATE. It must have been handy for the town of 
Wentworth to have this connection with such "heavies" up in the Sydney Parliament. As well 
as long careers in Parliament - first steam-ship company on Parramatta River, steam flour 
mill, textile mill, directors of Illawarra Steam Navigation Company and the Colonial Mutual 
Life Assurance Society etc - the BYRNES brothers, William and James, seem to have been big 
time in early Sydney/Parramatta.] 
 
See also the story of James Byrne (1806-1886), Builder, Company Director, Local Government 
Head, Member of the Upper and Lower House, Public Servant, and Textile Manufacturer of 
Parramatta, in the Australian Dictionary of Biography: 
http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A030299b.htm 
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The careers of the two Byrnes' brothers is shown in 
BROTHERS who had served in the NSW Parliament: 
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/web/common.nsf/key/ResourcesFactsbrothers 
 
James BYRNES  
MLA Cumberland (South Riding) 1856 - 1857. 
MLA Parramatta  1858 - 1860 (did not take seat). 
MLA Parramatta  1860 - 1861.  
MLA Parramatta  1864 - 1870.  
MLA Parramatta  1871 - 1872. 
AND  
William BYRNES  
MLC  1858 - 1861. 
           1861 - 1891.] 
 
 
Some misc. FELGATE information: 
 
EBENEZER FELGATE. 
South Australian Advertiser  4 January 1859. 
 
NAIRN DISTRICT SCHOOL. 
A favourable testimonial of the recent examination of scholars of this school was read. It was 
signed by A. H. Steele, Clerk to the District Council; EBENEZER FELGATE, J. T. Bee, Chairman of 
the District Council; John Clezy, Senior Examiner.  
South Australian Advertiser  4 January 1859. 
 
NAIRNE 
Monday March 14 1859. 
PUBLICANS' LICENSES granted to: 
[includes] EBENEZER FELGATE for the District Hotel, Nairne.  
South Australian Advertiser  19 March 1859 
 
 
TOWNSHIP BYETHORNE - Lot 24 of Section 5293, 
Hundred of Kanmantoo. 
Robert Moore Steele, EBENEZER FELGATE, and William Whitehead (Mortgagees exercising 
Power of Sale). 
South Australian Advertiser  27 December 1861. 
 
 
Application to be registered as "PROPRIETORS BY TRANSMISSION". 
 
Town and Parish of Wentworth 
Allotment 2 and part of allotment 5 of section 23. 
 
Applicants: Anne Felgate, Robert Felgate, and William L. Richardson, of Wentworth. 
 
Title claimed as Devisees of the will of Ebenezer Felgate. 
 
Date up to which caveats may be lodged 31 December 1874. 
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Sydney Morning Herald  28 November 1874. 
 
 
Application to be registered as "PROPRIETORS BY TRANSMISSION". 
 
Town and Parish of Wentworth 
Allotments 1, 4, 5, 6, 7,  of section 26. 
 
Applicants:  
Robert Felgate of Wilcannia,  
Anne Felgate of Connergee, 
and William Lyle Richardson, of Wentworth. 
 
Title claimed as Executors and executrix of the will of Ebenezer Felgate. 
 
Date up to which caveats may be lodged by 16 October 1879. 
Sydney Morning Herald  13 September 1879. 
 
 
FIRST-CLASS HOTEL FOR SALE. 
 
For SALE, the LEASE of the WILCANNIA HOTEL (better known as FELGATE'S HOTEL), 
situated at Wilcannia, on the River Darling, New South Wales, together with all STOCK, 
FURNITURE, and FITTINGS.  
 
The main portion of the hotel is a 2-storey stone building, erected in 1879. All the buildings 
are in thorough repair, and well found in every requisite; this being the best and only 2-storey 
hotel in town, it commands a very large business. 
 
The hotel contains 60 ROOMS, including billiard-room, bathrooms, &c., &c.; also good 
cellarage, first-class stable accommodation, loose boxes, salesyards, &c. 
 
For full particulars apply to  
FREW, WRIGHT, and CO., Wilcannia. 
D. and J. FOWLER, Adelaide. 
C. and J. LUSH, Flinders-lane, Melbourne. 
C. J. BUCKLAND, Exchange, Sydney. 
 
[A good description of the Wilcannia Hotel.] 
Sydney Morning Herald  26 January 1884. 
 
 
ROBERT FELGATE. 
DEATH. 
12 October 1884, at his residence, Wilcannia, death of ROBERT FELGATE, late of Wentworth, 
in his 34th year. 
[The Brisbane Courier 24 Oct  adds "Late of Wentworth and Nairne".] 
[From BDMs Robert's Father - Ebenezer, Mother - Annie. From death notice born about 1850.] 
Sydney Morning Herald  22 October 1884. 
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MARRIAGE. 
SHEPPARD - FELGATE. 
 
On 17th ult., at St Silas's, Albert Park, by Rev. Keith Forbes 
Louis Walter SHEPPARD, son of W. R. SHEPPARD, of Geelong 
to 
ELSIE FELGATE, eldest daughter of of the late Robert FELGATE, Wilcannia, N.S.W. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  2 Oct 1890. 
 
 
On Christmas morning, 1924, at the Alfred Hospital (result of a motor accident), FREDERICK 
HURTLE SHEPPARD, loved grandson of Mrs FELGATE, and dear nephew of Mrs [E. or F.] M. 
REID, (of 50 Livingston street, Ivanhoe). 
The Argus (Melbourne)  27 Dec 1924. 
 
 
WENTWORTH. 
Mrs Felgate, a very old and respected resident of the district of Wentworth died at Tartna, on 
Darling River, on Tuesday. 
Sydney Morning Herald  Friday 28 June 1896. 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Jan 1876  Dittmer charged with perjury in case against Redgrave. 
19 Jan 1876. New South Wales Police Gazette 
Example entry taken from the 19 January 1876 issue: 
 
Charles Dittmer, charged on warrant with committing wilful and corrupt perjury, in a case 
against Harvey Redgrave, heard before the Wentworth Bench on the 24th ultimo, has been 
arrested by Senior-sergeant Keelty, Wentworth Police. Committed for trial at Wentworth 
Quarter Sessions. Redgrave has since committed suicide. 
[From BDMs - Harvey Redgrave died 1876 at Wentworth. He was aged 30 years.] 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Feb 1876   Wentworth and Darling and Murray River areas and river trade. 
[This article appears in the newspaper as just four paragraphs.] 
[Rusheen Craig   1 September 2009] 
 
THE RIVERINE TRADE. 
No. V. 
DOWN THE MURRAY. 
(From our special correspondent) 
 
OVERLAND CORNER, 27 Jan 1876. 
Wentworth is situated on the Darling, about half a mile from the junction, and is plainly 
visible from the Murray. The township is built on rising ground, and save in very exceptional 
seasons, is quite out of reach of flood waters. The population is between 400 and 500. The 
place appears prosperous and progressive. The trade up the Darling River, and the supply of 
stores to the stations in the vicinity, form the lifeblood of its prosperity. 
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Wentworth possesses a custom-house - a hideous little building resembling a watch-house, 
and as great an eyesore as the cause of its establishment is an inconvenience and annoyance 
to trade. The other public buildings are a post and telegraph office, for Wentworth is on the 
main telegraph to Adelaide, and a court-house and offices, which are also used for land 
offices. There is a resident police magistrate, Mr Richardson. The people of Wentworth are 
now, I believe, agitating for a gaol, being desirous of utilising in the district the labour of the 
criminals which the district supplies. 
 
The two churches in Wentworth are buildings creditable to the town. The Roman Catholic 
Church is a brick structure, the Protestant Church an edifice of brick and stone. The members 
of the various Protestant denominations resident in Wentworth have, at the instance, I 
understand, of the Bishop of Goulburn, combined together for the erection of this church 
and parsonage, and for the support of the minister. The church is NOT CONSECRATED, and 
other concessions to the religious differences of each other are made by those interested. It is 
to be hoped that this experiment will prove successful, and that the same wise concentration 
of force will be made in other country places. 
 
There are three or four stores of considerable size, and several hotels. The Australian Joint 
Stock Bank has a branch here.  
 
The river which, opposite the town is about the width of the Murray at Echuca, is crossed by a 
punt. The steamer Wentworth and the barge Reliance, specially constructed for the 
conveyance of sheep, were lying at the bank.  
 
There are several large stations in the Wentworth district, amongst them being the 
following:- 
- Avoca Station, owned by D.H. Cudmore, of South Australia, carrying 64,000 sheep; 
- Tapio, 51,000 sheep, Brooks and Co.; 
- Burtundy, 22,000 sheep, Annand and Co.;  
- Para, 45,700 sheep, John Hope; 
- Tarcoola, Thomas Dartchie (sic), 38,000 sheep;  
- Moorara, 34,000 sheep, J. Barritt; 
- Malara, 18,000 sheep, Mockridge and Gibson; 
- Polia, 67,000 sheep, James Pile. 
These stations are on the Darling. 
 
On the Murray:- 
- The Anabranch and Moorna Stations, owned by W. Crozier, carrying 65,000 sheep; 
- Lake Victoria Station, belonging to Mr. McPherson, carries 82,000 sheep. 
 
The Darling, next to the Murrumbidgee, is the most important tributary to the Murray, and is 
navigable when high a distance of 1,500 miles. The river rises in the northern districts of New 
South Wales, and carries off the drainage of an immense tract of country, including a large 
portion of Queensland. Among its tributaries are the Paroo and Warrego Rivers, of 
Queensland, and the Macquarie and Bogan and other rivers of New South Wales. 
Unfortunately, the navigation of the river is very uncertain, and during some years the river 
has not been navigable at all. In some seasons the river is little less in the higher parts than a 
succession of waterholes, and its tributaries and its tributaries are in the same condition; but 
when the rain comes the extensive watershed conveys an immense body of water to the river, 
which straightway is converted into a broad and rapid stream. Then along its banks a season 
of activity succeeds to the dull depression which has prevailed.  
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Advantage is taken of the floodwaters by the steamers engaged in the trade to penetrate as far 
as Bourke, a township 1,337 miles from the mouth of the Darling, and even beyond. The 
stations are supplied with stores, and the wool is removed. The uncertainty of the rainy 
seasons in the interior renders it difficult to arrive at any idea of the average period in the 
year during which the river is navigable, Some years the steamers can reach the Darling 
townships for seven or eight months at a time; in other years, for not more than five or six; 
whilst some years, as I have stated, the river is not navigable at all. The last three or four years 
have been favourable, but this season, although in other parts of the colonies exceedingly wet, 
has been a very dry one on the Darling. Three months ago some of the smaller steamers 
reached Bourke, but the Freetrader has been stuck at the Christmas Rocks, near Wilcannia, for 
the past two months, and is likely to remain there for some time. The Darling is a broader, but 
more shallow, river than the Murrumbidgee. Its navigation, when navigable, is comparatively 
easy. The dangers and difficulties from snags are not so numerous, and the bends of the river 
are not so sharp as on the other river.   
 
The Darling district has very materially advanced recently. A large extent of the country 
which before was unoccupied has now been taken up for pastoral purposes, and the yearly 
produce of wool is rapidly increasing. Victorian and South Australian capital has been 
invested there to a very considerable amount. The country, in many respects, is admirably 
suited for grazing; but the frequent recurrence of dry seasons is a very serious difficulty to 
contend with by those who have no frontage to the river, or do not possess permanent water 
on their runs. Water can be obtained by sinking wells, but the expense is great, and not 
unfrequently the water when reached proves to be brackish and useless.  
 
After leaving Wentworth the first township on the Darling is Pooncaira, 200 miles above. 
Menindie is 439 miles above Wentworth, and Wilcannia, which claims to be the chief town of 
the Darling district, and which is a thriving place, about 700 miles. Louth is a small settlement 
1,174 miles above Wentworth, and the township of Bourke, which is not far from the 
Queensland border, 1,337 miles. These are of course the distances by water.  
 
The trade of the Darling is principally in the hands of South Australia; only within the last two 
or three years has Victorian enterprise competed in this direction. For the two past seasons 
Messrs. McCulloch and Co. have succeeded in diverting from the South Australian route to the 
Echuca route 10,000 bales of wool each year, or nearly one half of the Darling clip. My time in 
Wentworth was so limited that I was unable to obtain a list of the steamers engaged in the 
Darling trade, but I believe the number exceeds that on the Murrumbidgee, and that the 
majority are South Australian vessels.  
 
In 1874 the Darling clip was about 24,000 bales, of which 11,000 bales came to Victoria, and 
13,273 went to South Australia. In that year 87,933 sheep and 5,840 head of horned cattle 
were sent to South Australia, and 342 tons of copper ore from the Bourke or Louth districts. In 
1875 there were 15,000 bales of wool sent to South Australia, and 10.000 to Victoria. The 
South Australian charges for wool are as follows:-  
From Bourke: 
greasy wool per ton ... £5-5-0 
washed wool ... £7-15-0 
From Wilcannia: 
greasy wool per ton ... £4-0-0 
washed wool ... £6-0-0 
From Menindie: 
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greasy wool per ton ... £3-5-0 
washed wool ... £5-0-0 
From Wentworth: 
greasy wool per ton ... £2-0-0 
washed wool ... £3-0-0 
 
The charge by South Australian boats to Echuca is £1 per ton above these rates, but the 
Victorian vessels, notwithstanding the difference of distance in the two routes carry at an 
equally low freight. The charge of goods per ton upwards is the same as the downward charge 
per ton for greasy wool. 
 
The distance from Goolwa [mouth of the Murray River] to the Darling junction is set 
down as 617 miles, and the same authority - a table of distances on the River Murray 
between the Goolwa and Albury, dated 1856 - gives the distance from Echuca to the Darling 
junction as 713 miles. This, however, is wrong, and could only have been arrived at by guess-
work. The correct distance is 550 miles. I do not know how far the other distance is 
correctly stated, we have a river carriage by the down route of 617 miles, as against 550 by 
the Echuca route, to which must be added 156 miles of railway from Echuca to Melbourne, 
giving a total of 706 miles.  
 
As far as regards the Darling trade, it cannot be doubted that the natural advantages are 
greatly in favour of South Australia, and that, unless special inducements are offered, the 
down river route will be preferred. The share in the wool trade obtained by the enterprise of 
McCulloch and Co. was secured by a concession granted by the Railway department of a 
rebate of ten percent on the freight for Darling wool if 10,000 bales were carried over the line. 
Even with this concession it appears doubtful whether the competition can be profitably 
carried on. Under the pressure of competition, the rates of carriage are reduced below the 
recognised charges. For instance, I understand that goods are frequently carried to 
Wentworth from Goolwa at 25s. and 30s. a ton. Most of the stations on the Darling obtain their 
supplies from South Australia, though a considerable quantity of goods is sent round from 
Melbourne to Goolwa, and forwarded by that route. Some of the wool sent down to Port Victor 
also is shipped round to Melbourne and transhipped there. On these points I can obtain fuller 
information at Port Victor. 
 
The Hero made a very short stay - not over an hour and a half - at Wentworth. The steamer 
was obliged to call there to allow the Custom-house officers to examine her papers and to 
clear out for South Australia, but these formalities being over there was no cause for further 
delay. I was in the midst of my inquiries when the loud whistle of the steamer warned me that 
I must be on board on pain of losing my passage. In a few minutes after our start we were 
again on the waters of the Murray. At the point where the Darling runs into the Murray a long 
sand-spit juts out into the middle of the latter river, and a wide berth has to be given by the 
steamers. The waters of the Darling were of a light green tinge, which contrasted strongly 
with the dull leaden colour of the Murray, but this distinctive tinge was soon lost when the 
waters of the two rivers merged into one. The Murray does not increase perceptibly in size as 
might be anticipated after receiving this important tributary. The width of the stream varies 
considerably, the river in some places contracting its banks, and then in the next bend or two 
sweeping out into broad reaches from one to two miles in length. 
 
A few miles below Wentworth we came to Yeltha [Yelta], formerly a mission station for the 
blacks on the Murray, but not now devoted to that purpose. It is on the Victorian side of the 
river. About 20 miles down we came to the Ana Branch Station, owned by William Crozier. 
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The residence here was a pretty little loghouse with iron roof and verandah. In front there 
was a garden blooming with flowers. The old house, now converted into a shed, stood on the 
river bank. In the rear, the telegraph line to Adelaide could be seen stretching away in the 
distance.  
 
A few miles below we came to rather picturesque scenery. I speak of course in the 
comparative degree. A high ridge which runs along near the river for many miles, sometimes 
parallel with it, and sometimes turning inland, here came down to the river and formed the 
New South Wales bank for a mile or two. The bank was 40 or 50 feet in height, in some places 
rising abruptly from the water's edge, in others broken and irregular, and in others again 
sloping gradually back. The gum trees growing along the river's edge relieved the bareness of 
the ridge, and produced a very pleasing appearance. Along the Murray at this part of its course 
the lagoons and billabongs are very numerous, and of unusual size. In many places they look 
like bends in the river. In the flood season there have, I believe, been been instances of 
steamers at night taking the wrong turn, and becoming involved in the shallows. The lagoons 
are a favourite resort for wild fowl. The number of ducks is beyond estimation, but I have seen 
very few wild swan on the lower part of the river. The pelican are, however, very numerous. 
They are handsome birds in the water, and fly to a great height. 
 
The next place we visited was Moorna, a small township on the New South Wales side. There 
are three or four houses there, one of which, it is scarcely necessary to say, is a public-house. 
The settlement, though in its infancy, is enterprising, if one may judge by the fact that a local 
race meeting has been established, and will be held in April next. The prizes are scarcely large 
enough to draw hither the cracks of the racing stables. After passing other high banks, such as 
I have previously described, we reach Moorna Station, also owned by William Crozier. The 
house is substantially built of stone, and has a nice garden in front. 
 
The next stopping place was on the Victorian side, at Calline, a large sheep and cattle station 
belonging to John Crozier, a brother of the owner of the station on the other side. They are 
sons of the Hon. John Crozier, a member of the Legislative Council in South Australia. The 
homestead on this station is on a creek which runs out of the river, and is a mile or two distant 
from the Murray.  
 
I am met here by an intelligent man who was working as a contractor for fencing on the 
station. He told me that there was a great want felt by the residents in that locality for the 
establishment of a township somewhere in the district. Swan-hill was the nearest township on 
the Victorian side, but was too far away to be of any use to them. A site has been gazetted on 
the Murray opposite Wentworth, but the land has not been surveyed and cut up into 
allotments. My informant said that he and others would be only too glad to have the 
opportunity of purchasing allotments where they could erect dwelling-houses, and where 
they could enjoy some of the benefits of civilisation. He had several children growing up, but 
they could obtain no education beyond that which their mother was able to give to them. He 
had to purchase all his stores and other articles that he required at Wentworth, and was thus 
impressed with the beauties of the border customs duties in all their simplicity. For example, 
he mentioned that he recently purchased a cart in Wentworth for £27-0-0. On bringing this 
into Victoria he had to pay an import duty of £3-10-0, and probably if he desired to cross 
over to the other side of the river to do work there, he would have to pay duty again. Besides, 
the cart if, as was most likely, it was made in one of the towns in Victoria, would be increased 
in price by the amount of duty paid on its introduction into New South Wales. Then again, 
duties have to be paid on all stores, flour, tea, sugar, &c., obtained from Wentworth, or from 
South Australia, from which more fortunate dwellers on the other side of the river are, by 
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virtue of the border duties arrangement between New South Wales and South Australia, 
exempted. The stations on the Murray below the Darling obtain all their supplies from 
Adelaide, and all the wool goes by the down-river route. The country on the river is very good 
for pastoral purposes, and there are large plains covered with saltbush. The back blocks on 
the Victorian side, however, are in the mallee country, and entirely without water. 
 
The steamer stayed for the night at a wood-pile a few miles below Cannile woolshed. An 
industrious German has settled down there with his family, and he and his two sons employ 
themselves in cutting a supply of firewood for the steamers. He formerly resided in South 
Australia, but moved over here in 1869, the principal inducement for the change being that 
the licence for wood-cutting was much cheaper here than there. In South Australia the annual 
license was £6 for cutting, and £1 for carting, making in all, for himself and his two sons, £21. 
In Victoria the charge is only £6. He has settled down on the boundary between Cannile and 
the next run, known as Ned's Corner, and owned by Mr. C.B. Fisher. He had an idea of taking 
up a selection, but on inquiry he found that, besides having to pay survey and other fees, he 
would have to pay the cost of bringing the surveyor from Sandhurst or Swan-hill, the expenses 
being calculated at the rate of 2s. per mile. He therefore decided to do without selecting, more 
especially as the land is not very good for cultivation. On the opposite side of the river he can 
select three or four times the quantity if he so desires. This settler was here during the 1870 
flood, when the water came up to the level of the bank, at the present time some 20ft. above 
the river. The country on both sides was flooded, and he could not get to the adjoining station 
except by boat.  
 
Opposite this place a reef runs half across the river, and in low water it is a very dangerous 
impediment to traffic. It is known as Cadell's Reef, so named, I presume, in honour of the 
energetic navigator Captian Cadell, who was one of the earliest promoters of the Murray 
trade. As a rule the Murray is navigable as far as Wentworth at all times, the lowest part of the 
river being above Moorna township.  
 
The wood-piles on the Lower Murray are most numerous than we were led to anticipate, but 
the captain, in providing against such deficiencies of fuel, nevertheless acted wisely. I have 
heard some amusing stories of the straits to which steamers on this river have been reduced 
by falling short of that essential to their progress, firewood. Some of the stories I am inclined 
to regard as apocryphal, but I will relate them as I heard them:- On one occasion, so the tale 
runs, a steamer on her way to Albury ran short of firewood at nightfall. Not a wood-pile was 
within miles, and the country on either side was destitute of timber. The captain, on realising 
this untoward state of things, was non-plussed for the moment, and relieved his feelings in a 
feeling of execrations. But he was a man not easily daunted, and observing the hut of some 
selector on the riverside, he cried out, "I have it, boys. There is our wood-pile." No sooner said 
than done. The steamer was run alongside the bank, and soon a dozen willing hands were 
demolishing the hut. The roof was quickly removed, and the logs forming the walls were being 
pulled down, when a temporary cessation of work was caused by the sound of inarticulate 
murmurs from within the hut. Soon there proceeded forth from the gap made in the side of his 
dwelling the miserable selector, who had been roused from his early sleep by the demolition 
of his hut. The captain, however, was not to be swayed from his determination by any slight 
consideration, and only allowing the owner of the hut time to don his clothes and remove his 
household gods (sic) which were not burnable, he finished the work to which he had set his 
hand. Ever after the selector had a wood-pile ready, in case a similar contingency arising.  
 
Another story, rather less doubtful, is the following:- The captain of a steamer, which had run 
out of firewood, noticed a couple of posts and rails on the bank prepared for a fence. They 
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were admirably suited, he thought, for firewood, and so, treating the place as a woodpile, he 
stopped, and soon had the objects of his desire on board. Just as the steamer was mid-stream, 
and on the point of departure, the owner of the stolen property arrived on the bank, in a 
frantic state of excitement. "Hey! stop!" he yelled. "What do you want?" replied the captain. "I 
want to speak to you," cried out the man. The captain thought discussion was useless under 
the circumstances, and holloed out, "I can't stop to talk to every lubber on the bank - go 
ahead," and on went the steamer to its next stopping place. His conversation with the captain 
was very wrathful in tone at first, but the passage of a few coins produced a wonderfully 
mollifying effect, and he soon calmed down sufficiently to view the matter in a reasonable 
light.  
 
The captains, however, sometimes come off second best. The captain of a Darling River 
steamer once, in an emergency, destroyed a sheep-yard, and took the timber for firewood. The 
original cost of the sheep-yard was about £10, but the cost to the captain, or rather the 
owners of the steamer, was £80. The ero on this trip was able to replenish her stock of fuel 
without resorting to any such extreme measures. On Sunday morning, the 23rd inst., and the 
15th day from Echuca, we started at about 6 o'clock. A few miles further down we came to 
another wood-pile, and took in a few tons. The settler here was of an ingenious turn of mind, 
and had constructed a small paddle-boat for conveying firewood cut on the side of the river 
across the stream. The paddle-wheels were worked by a cog-wheel turned by hand. 
 
The next station was Ned's Corner, which was purchased by Mr. C.B. Fisher from Mr. Bagot, of 
South Australia, two or three years ago, and converted from a cattle station to a sheep run. 
This run, including two or three out-stations, extends down to the South Australian boundary. 
There are now between 60,000 and 70,000 sheep upon it, and the number will be raised to 
100,000, increasing the clip from 600 or 700 bales to 1,000. There is a fine woolshed on the 
station, built a year ago, and it is about to be enlarged. 
 
The next place we came to was Bennett's selection. Mr. Robert Bennett is not unknown to 
fame. He is the hero, unless I am wrongly informed, of many a tough Parliamentary tussle, and 
select committees wrangled over his case from time to time. The mention of Bennett's claim 
for compensation for being, as he held, wrongly dispossessed of certain runs on the Murray, 
will recall the circumstances of the case to all readers of your Parliamentary columns. The 
matter was finally settled, at least it was devoutly hoped so, about a year ago, by the payment 
of £1,000 or £1,5000, in addition to a similar amount paid to him some years before. He has at 
any rate the qualities of a very energetic colonist. The selections of himself and sons on Mr 
Fisher's run include an area of about a thousand acres, having a frontage to the river. He holds 
some back country under pastoral occupation, and his selection frontage is thus doubly 
valuable to him. 
 
Lower down, and also on the Victorian side, we came to a miserable shanty, constructed out of 
the most heterogeneous materials, logs, bark, gin cases, and other things. This place was 
dignified by the name of the Forest Hotel, and presumably afforded good accommodation for 
man and beast. Where the customers came from I could not make out, for the shanty seemed 
to be on the road to nowhere.  
 
The Lake Victoria Station, on the New South Wales side, was the next stopping place. The 
run is owned by Mr. McPherson, and carries over 80,000 sheep. The lake is several miles back 
from the river. The house is a very substantial, but at the same time most ugly, building, 
more like a public-house than a squatter's residence. The out-buildings are in the front, which 
is like an inn-yard. There is a miserable apology for a garden on one side, in which a weeping-
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willow is the only beautiful thing. The situation of the house is good, and the place might, with 
care, be made very pretty. There is rising ground at the rear, covered with saltbush, 
presenting the appearance from a distance of a vineyard. Business is evidently the sole 
consideration on the station. The woolshed is of an unusual size. 
 
A few miles below this station we came to one of the most striking points on the river. After 
passing for some miles through the low swampy land which is the principal characteristic of 
the Murray banks, upon turning a reach we saw before us at the other end a high bank rising 
sheer from the water's edge to a height not less than 100 feet. The river swept around the 
base of the cliff and turned sharply at a right angle, separating into two branches, and forming 
a small island. The upper branch is barred by a ledge of rock extending across it, but being the 
more direct, steamers are very liable to attempt the passage, when the captains are 
unacquainted with the danger. As a warning a notice is set up on a tree at the river side. We 
did not observe this, or were not aware of its significance until too late, but by some fortunate 
star the captain chose the proper branch, which carried us right under the base of the cliff. 
This high bank is part of the ridge of which I have spoken before, and which here runs at right 
angles with the river until it reaches the stream, and turns its course. For a few hundred yards 
it runs parallel with the river and then falls back again, breaking into a series of rough 
undulations, where the rains of winter have washed innumerable watercourses. The cliff is 
formed by layers of stone with earth of several feet thickness between. I noticed three well-
defined strata of stone. The top is formed of the deep red earth which marks this ridge. As the 
steamer passed close under, the cliff towered many feet above us and presented a most bold 
and striking appearance. The place, I am told, is known as the Devil's Elbow. Down near the 
bottom of the cliff, on a slight ledge, we notice a sheep who had strayed there in some 
remarkable manner, and who seemed to be quite at home. It was working its way along the 
almost perpendicular face of the cliff, stopping every few yards, but still making progress 
towards the low land on the other side. 
 
The quick change from banks a hundred feet in height to banks a foot above the water's edge 
was very peculiar. A few miles further down we came across the same ridge again, but not 
upon the edge of the river proper. The waters flowed down onto it, but the real channel of the 
river turned aside some distance before. In the indistinctness of twilight, a stranger to the 
navigation might be puzzled to decide which was the river and which the billabong, but for a 
dead tree stuck in the middle to the false channel. This ridge at intervals reappeared along the 
river, but the banks never reached to the same height as at the Devil's Elbow. 
 
The lagoons along the river at this part are of large size. On one I noticed about thirty pelicans 
swimming placidly about, undisturbed by the approach by the approach of the steamer. It is 
most interesting to watch the manner in which the different wild birds take flight when 
alarmed. The pelicans, calm and deliberate in every movement, allow the steamer to approach 
within a respectable distance, and then rise from the water, and a few sweeps of their broad 
wings carry them  safely away. The wild swan, unwilling to change its graceful posture on the 
water, waits until the latest moment, and then in a hurry and confusion endeavours to lift its 
unwieldy body in the air. It has to run along the surface of the water for some distance, 
beating the air with its wings before it can gain sufficient impetus to rise, and then stretching 
its long neck before it, away it hurries. The wild ducks are like a flash. They move about in 
flocks, and the most timid guide the movements of the rest. The ducklings are the most 
amusing in their efforts to get away. Not yet having mastered the mysteries of flight, they are 
confined to the one element. Frightened of they know not what, they scud in desperation 
along the surface of the water, shaking their little heads to and fro in their frantic efforts to 
move faster. Finding the steamer overtaking them. they dive and disappear. Frequently they 
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get right in the track of the steamer, and having to rise for air just as the bows of the vessel are 
within a few feet of them. Down they dive again, or else make desperate attempts to fly, 
sometimes succeeding, doubtless to their own astonishment, in making progress for a few 
yards in the other element. The mother keeps with her brood until the last moment, when, 
impelled by the first law of nature, she seeks self preservation in flight. Sometimes, I observed 
the ducks keeping their ducklings together even when the steamer passed within a few yards. 
The cranes of the different species, and especially the white crane, are very elegant birds, and 
excite one's admiration whether they are sitting perched on the trees sunning themselves, or 
are cleaving the air with their wings in search of food. The shags and crows are evil-looking 
birds. The shags are the most ugly; the crows, foul carrion-eating birds, the most disgusting. 
There are many species of birds with whose names I am not acquainted,  
 
The quality of the game in the lagoons along the Murray is very great. A settler on the bank 
having a gun and a fishing line has no need to starve. He can command supplies of food which 
an epicure in Melbourne would envy him. The river abounds with fine fish. Today (Sunday) 
we caught half a dozen fish during the stoppages we made at various places. One fish weighed 
over 26lb., and there were others 10lb. and 12lb. 
 
In the afternoon we passed the junction of the river Lindsay with the Murray. The Lindsay, 
which is a Victorian river, is at that point as wide as the Yarra at Prince's-bridge. Lindsay 
Station, now amalgamated with Ned's Corner run, is on the Lindsay River. On the opposite 
side of the river is Callan (sic), where there are a few houses. The country around is quite 
hilly. We stopped for the night near a wood-cutter's hut, a few miles above the South 
Australian boundary. The place was the worst for mosquitoes of any we had yet stopped at, 
and I never wish to pass a more uncomfortable night. It was impossible to evade the 
persistence of the tormentors, who penetrated under sheet and blanket, and when they had 
taken their fill resigned their places to more numerous successors. The dawn of day was a 
relief, for sleep under such circumstances was a mockery, a delusion, and a snare. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 12 February 1876. 
 
_____________________ 
 
 
Feb 1876  Lake Victoria Station and Accounts 1881 to 1886. 
 
THE RIVERINE TRADE. 
No. V. 
DOWN THE MURRAY. 
(From our special correspondent.) 
 
Lake Victoria station, belonging to Mr McPHERSON, carries 82,000 sheep. ... 
 
The Lake Victoria station, on the New South Wales side, was the next stopping place. The run 
is owned by Mr McPherson , and carries over 80,000 sheep. The lake is several miles back 
from the river. The house is a very substantial, but at the same time most ugly, building, 
more like a public house than a squatter's residence. The out-buildings are in the front, which 
is like an inn-yard. There is a miserable apology for a garden on one side, in which a weeping 
willow is the only beautiful thing. The situation of the house is good, and the place might, with 
care, be made very pretty. There is rising ground at the rear, covered with salt-bush, 
presenting the appearance from a distance of a vineyard. 
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Business is evidently the sole consideration on the station. The woolshed is of unusual size. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  12 February 1876 p 9. 
 
 
LAKE VICTORIA HOLDING No. 170. Sheep Accounts 1881 to 1886.  
State Archives, The Rocks (now held State Records Kingswood); 87.2163. 
 
Exhibit A in deposition of R. Tully at Wentworth Land Court 18/3/87. 
LAKE VICTORIA STATION - SHEEP ACCOUNT 1881 to 1886. 
 
1 Dec 1881  To balance Sheep on Station 125,344. 
 
31 July 1882 By sales and killed for rations 10,360. 
7 Oct 1882 Shearing returns 110,286. 
7 Oct 1882 Decrease by death by various causes 4,698. 
125,344. 
 
7 Oct 1882 To balance Sheep shorn 110,286. 
Lambs increase 27,326. 
137,612. 
 
31 July 1883 By sales and killed for rations 22,054. 
31 July 1883 Shearing returns 109,679. 
31 July 1883 Decrease by death by various causes 5,879. 
137,612. 
 
Aug 1883 To balance Sheep shorn 109,679. 
Aug 1883 Lambs increase 22,919. 
132,598. 
 
31 July 1884 By sales and killed for rations 31,729. 
31 Aug 1884 Shearing returns 84,071. 
31 Aug 1884 Decrease by death by various causes 16,798. 
132,598. 
 
1 Sep 1884 To balance Sheep shorn 84,071. 
1 Sep 1884 Lambs increase 19,918. 
103,989. 
 
31 July 1885 By sales and killed for rations 2,146. 
31 July 1885 Shearing returns 83,232. 
31 July 1885 Decrease by death by various causes 18,611. 
103,989. 
 
1 Sep 1885 To balance Sheep shorn 83, 232. 
1 Sep 1885 Lambs increase 9,372. 
July 1886 Purchases 642. 
93,246. 
 
31 Aug 1886 By sales and killed for rations 2,198. 
31 Aug 1886 Shearing returns 65,411. 
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31 Aug 1886 Decrease by death by various causes 25,637. 
93,246. 
 
1 Sep 1886 To balance Sheep shorn 65,411. 
1 Sep 1886 Lambs increase 5,137. 
1 Dec 1886 Purchases 23,579. 
94,127. 
 
30 Nov By sales and killed for rations 5,073. 
2 Dec Balance on Station 89,054. 
94,127. 
 
2 Dec 1886 To Balance on Station 89,054. 
 
Signed by Robert Tully. 
 
......... 
 
Lake Victoria No. 170 
Transferred 26 Feb 1889. 
[On a scrap of paper; unsourced.] 
....................... 
 
 
Western Division. 
[another document] 
Lake Victoria Pastoral Holding No. 170. 
Australian Mortgage Land & Finance Co. Ltd. 
 
Date of Division of Pastoral Holding - 11 July 1885. 
 
Estimated area of Leasehold - 701,712 acres; and date of re-appraisement under the Crown 
Lands Act of 1895 - 11 July 1897. 
 
Amount of Rental determined for Leasehold under Crown Land Act of 1895 - 50/100 pence 
per acre; Annual rental £1461-18-0. 
Rent is now determined from 11 July 1897 to 11 July 1904. Payment due on 10 July each year. 
 
_______________ 
 
Apr 1876   Eighteen Prisoners in two cells at Wentworth Lock-up. 
At the races here this week, several robberies were committed. The police early this 
morning made a raid on a gang of card sharpers and suspected characters, and nine were 
lodged in the lock-up. There were eighteen prisoners in the two cells this morning. 
Sydney Morning Herald  10 Apr 1876. 
 
__________________ 
 
Jan 1877 & 1881  Trustees of Wentworth Common. 
Appointment as Trustees of Wentworth Common for ensuing three years: 
Messrs. William James Holding, 
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William Gunn jun., 
Henry Right, 
William Cumming, 
William Ephraim Coombes Hillier. 
Sydney Morning Herald  20 January 1877. 
 
Gentlemen appointed as Trustees of the land at Wentworth, being portion 40, containing 160 
acres, dedicated on 31st August last for public recreation: 
Messrs. William Gunn, J.P., 
William Crozier, J.P., 
John Oliver Edwards. 
Sydney Morning Herald  5 February 1881. 
 
_________________ 
 
1877 & 1902   Price Family.  
 
1877   Marriage DUNNE - PRICE. 
Feb 6, at Wentworth, Darling River, by Rev. James O'Donnell, Peter A. Dunne, formerly of Yass, 
to Adelaide, eldest daughter of late James Price, of Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald  9 Feb 1877. 
 
1902   Death  Rebecca PRICE. 
On 24 July, at the residence of her son, Hayward Cottage, Wentworth, Rebecca Price, relict. of 
the late James Price, and beloved mother of Mrs E. W. DuRieu, Unley, Mrs P. A. Dunne, 
Moruyah, and Mr A. H. Price, Wentworth. Aged 69 years 4 months. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide). 12 Aug 1902. 
 
________________ 
 

Aug 1877   Death of wife of A. W. Forster. 
Death  
FORSTER - On the 17th August, at the Ana Branch Station, Murray River, Annie, the  
beloved wife of A. W. Forster, aged 41 years.   
 
South Australian Advertiser   6 Sep 1877.  
 
_______________ 
 

Apr 1878   Wentworth Races. 
 
SPORTING. 
(By Telegraph) 
 
WENTWORTH RACES, 
Wentworth, Wednesday. 
 
The Wentworth Jockey Club Races commenced today. The following are the results:- 
 
MAIDEN PLATE. - Columbine 1, Devastation 2, Yartla 3. 
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SELLING RACE. - Jack the Lad 1, Sportsman 2, Black Eagle 3. 
 
WENTWORTH HANDICAP, 2 MILES. - M. Robertson's Moonlight 1, J. Pile's Jimberoo 2, 
Robertson's Goldfinger 3. 
Time, three minutes and forty seven and a half seconds. 
 
SQUATTERS' PURSE. - Frank Hewitt's Columbine 1, Chester 2. 
Sydney Morning Herald  Thursday, 4 April 1878. 
 
_______________ 
 
Oct 1878   Tenders for erection Wentworth Gaol. 
Tenders invited for Public Works [include] 
 
Erection of Gaol, Wentworth. 
Date to which tenders can be received: 
11 o'clock on Tuesday, 29th instant. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  9 Oct 1878. p.9. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 

1879      FEES to be Paid - Wentworth.  
 
Government Gazette, 1879, p.3937. 
Rusheen Craig, 4 Nov 2006. 
 
Number of Grant; Date; Name; Location;  
Section; Allotment; Lot; Portion; Area. 
 
No.2192; 20 July 1860; WRIGHT James - Wentworth; 
Sec.9; Allot.6; Lot 41; 1r 0p. 
 
No.3466; 20 July 1860; BLACK John - Wentworth; 
Sec.9; Allot.4; Lot 39; 1r 0p. 
 
No.3498; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Thomas - At Wentworth, Darling River;  
Sec.-; Allot.-; Lot BB; Portion 70; 2a 0r 25p. 
 
No.3499; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Thomas - At Wentworth, Darling River; 
Sec.43; Allot.7; Lot JJ; 1r 20p. 
 
No.3500; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Thomas - At Wentworth, Darling River; 
Sec.43; Allot.6; Lot 11; 1r 20p. 
 
No.3501; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Llewelyn - At Wentworth, Darling River;  
Sec.28; Allot.8; Lot H; 1r 0p. 
  
No.3502; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Robert - At Wentworth, Darling River;  
Sec.28; Allot.9; Lot I; 1r 0p. 
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No.3503; 31 Dec 1862; McGEORGE Thomas - At Wentworth, Darling River;  
Sec.28; Allot.9; Lot I; 1r 0p. 
   
No.3340; 31 Dec 1862; SMITH William McIntosh - Wentworth;  
Sec.43; Allot.8; Lot KK; 1r 20p. 
 
No.3341; 31 Dec 1862; SMITH Betsy Sharp - Wentworth; 
Sec.45; Allot.3; Lot SS; 3r 4p. 
 
________________ 
 
1879         Crown Land Runs, Darling District. 
 
Name of Runs: 
Burta, Coultra, Putta, Wanga. 
 
Lessees: 
W. A. F. C. & K. E. Brodribb. 
 
Appraised Rental: 
£20 each. 
 
Government Gazette 1879. 
________________ 
1879    Claims for Pre-emptive Leases. 
 
Lease No: 79-11 
Thomas DEAN of Pooncaira. 
Area of Freehold in virtue of which Lease is granted: 50 acres. 
Lease: 150 acres. 
Rental: £0-10-0. 
Co Windeyer  Psh Polia  District Wentworth. 
Application No: 1387 CP.  
 
Lease No: 79-12. 
Frederick REEVES of Salt Creek. 
Area of Freehold in virtue of which Lease is granted: 427 acres. 
Lease: 1,281 acres. 
Rental: £2-0-0. 
Co Tara  Psh Waukminga   District Wentworth. 
 
[Government Gazette 1879.] 
____________________ 
 
Aug 1879 Land Grant for Roman Catholic Church at Wentworth; Feb 1887 Grant for 
Presbytery . 
Lands Dept Records. 
Grant [of land] for Roman Catholic Church at Wentworth August 1879. 
County Wentworth; Parish Unnamed; At Wentworth. 
Vol. 456 No.131 
Overstamped - Cancelled 1/724344. 
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Commencing at the junction of the Eastern side of Short Street with the Southern side of 
Adelaide Street, and bounded thence on the North by Adelaide Street bearing Easterly one 
chain 55 links on the North East by Adams Street bearing South Easterly 4 chains 55 links on 
the South by the Northern boundary of a measured allotment of 2 roods bearing Westerly 3 
chains 11 links, and on the West by Short Street bearing Northerly 4 chains 28 links to point 
of commencement.  
 
Granted to Matthew Quinn Denis, Aloysius McGrath, Daniel McKenner and John Webber ... for 
the erection of a Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Dated 20 August 1879.  
 
Recorded and enrolled in Sydney 4 October 1879. 
No. C524534 Application under Section 14 of 1921 Act, Diocese of Wilcannia. 
 
[Diagram shows perimeter of granted Church land consisted of 
Short St - 428;  
Adelaide St - 155; 
Adams St - 455; 
Boundary between Church and (Presbytery) land - 311] 
 
 
Grant [of land] for a Roman Catholic Minister's Residence at Wentworth February 1887. 
2 roods; County Wentworth, Parish Neilpo. 
Vol. 827 No.71   
 
On the Eastern side of Short Street at the south West corner of one acre of the Roman Catholic 
Church , and bounded thence on the West by that street bearing South 1 chain 50 links on the 
South by a line bearing East 3 chains 65 links, and Adams Street on the North East by that 
street bearing North 20 degrees West 1 chain 60 links, and on the North by the Southern 
boundary of the aforesaid one acre bearing west 3 chains 11 links to the point of 
commencement. 
 
... Granted to said Joseph Patrick Byrne, Martin Long, Joseph Webber, Daniel McHenry, and 
Charles McMahon for the appropriation ... House, Garden and other Appurtenances, for the 
Clergymen duly appointed to officiate in the Roman Catholic Church.  
 
________________ 
 
Nov 1879 & May 1873   Matters relating to William Gunn. 
Marriage 
JEFFERSON - GUNN. 
On 21st ult., at Deniliquin, by the Venerable Archdeacon Evans-Jones, Henry Betteley 
Jefferson, of Jerilderie, N.S.W., to Sophia Anne, youngest daughter of William Gunn, Esq., J.P., 
of Wentworth, NSW. 
Sydney Morning Herald. 1 Nov 1879. 
 
[abbreviated] 
Deceased Estate. 
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Estate of Elizabeth McDonald, late of Pooncaira, Licensed Victualler, died 15 May 1872. 
Letters of Administration granted to William Gunn of Wentworth, Merchant, a creditor of 
deceased. Administrator is George Clement Gillot, Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  10 May 1873.  
 
_________________ 
 
Apr 1880    Contract for Custom-house at Wentworth. 
 
Accepted Tenders. 
Whitcombe Brothers - erection of a Custom-house at Wentworth. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 14 Apr 1880. 
 
__________________ 
August 1880   Wentworth Wharf as Custom's Inspection. 
 
His Excellency the Governor appointing several wharves within the Customs Regulation Act of 
1872 for the lading and unlading of Goods under the inspection of Officers of Customs. 
 
[Includes] Wentworth. 
Timber Wharf at the Town of Wentworth, in the county of Wentworth, parish of Neilpo, 
having a frontage of 120 feet to wharf reserve, which is bounded by Sandwich and Darling 
streets. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald.  19 August 1880. 
  
____________________ 
 

Jan 1881   Wentworth - "Justifiable" case of horsewhipping. 
 
What, from the circumstances disclosed, seems to have been a justifiable case of 
horsewhipping is reported in the Wentworth Telegraph. It appears that a Mr. Munro received 
from Mr. Woodhead and his son some severe chastisement in the shape of a sound 
horsewhipping on the 29th ultimo. The cause of offence is disclosed by the publication in the 
advertising columns of the same journal of several letters sent by the offender to a young 
lady, and couched in affectionate terms, and written within a few days of his actual 
marriage to another lady. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald. Wednesday 5 January 1881. 
 
______________________ 
 

1881    Tapio (includes Wamberra), Boeil and Turlee stations. 
 
S P L E N D I D    R I V E R I N E    S H E E P    S T A T I O N S. 
 
T A P I O,    B O E I L,    and   T U R L E E    STATIONS. 
 
Darling District, New South Wales, 
To be SOLD by AUCTION 
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on 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 1881. 
at 
Menzies' Hotel, Melbourne. 
At Half-past Two p.m.   
 
J. G. DOUGHARTY is favoured with instructions from Messrs. T. C. BROOKE and CO., to SELL, as 
above, in consequence of the retirement of Mr. Brooke, the managing partner. 
 
The above valuable stations, situated on the Darling and the Murray Rivers, viz. :- 
 
TAPIO STATION. 
Tapio is situated about 12 miles from Wentworth, and consists of seven blocks, viz. -  
Tapio, 
Outer Tapio, 
Gall Gall A, 
Gall Gall B, 
Gall Gall D, 
and nearly all Tiltao, 
and a portion of Gall Gall C, 
containing an area of about 352,000 acres, watered by 25 miles frontage to the Darling, a 
frontage to Fletcher's Lake, Tiltao Creek, and several billabongs, two of which are dammed, 
and about 50,000 cubic yards of tank sinking. 
 
The station is fenced and subdivided into 11 large sheep paddocks, besides 29 smaller ones 
for studs, horses, shearing, &c.  There is also about 100 square miles of country fenced only on 
three sides, which has, of course, never had a hoof upon it. 
 
At the head station there is a comfortable house of 10 rooms, kitchen, pantry, servant's room, 
bachelor's cottage, brick office, stores, stables, buggy house, cart shed, meat house, engine 
house, hay and harness rooms, men's huts, loose boxes, stock and sheep yards, and a good 
fruit and vegetable garden. The brick buildings are all new and two-storied, the upper floors 
being used as storerooms. 
 
Two miles from the homestead is the woolshed, for 44 shearers, fitted with a new rack and 
pinion press (that turns out 50 bales per day). Connected with the woolshed, by a tramway of 
40 yards, is a warehouse capable of holding 800 bales of wool, fitted with one of Fulton's new 
hydraulic dumping presses. Steamers are loaded here by a shoot, thus delivering the wool on 
board clean and in good order, ready for transshipment to the ocean-bound vessel. There is a 
wool-room on the bank of the river for storing wool for scouring, connected to the shed by a 
tramway. Near the shed is an overseer's cottage (four rooms), kitchen, stores, offices, &c., also 
men's and shearers' huts for 60 men. 
 
At WAMBERRA, 25 miles back, there is an overseer's cottage, with store, men's huts, &c. 
 
With Tapio will be sold :- 
45,628 sheep 
93 head of horses, including the entire Young Peer, 4 yrs, by The Peer 
About 12,000 acres of freehold land 
(All more or less) 
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The freehold land secures all the improvements, the Darling frontage and the billabongs 
(excepting the reserves and two adverse selections). The frontage to Fletcher's Lake and the 
Tiltao Waterhole is also reserved, thus securing the whole run from selection. 
 
There are only two adverse selections on the run. The household furniture and effects to be 
taken at a valuation and paid for in cash; the stores to be taken at cost price with carriage 
added. A portable 8-horse power engine, 4-inch force and lift pump, together with tanks, 
carpenters' and blacksmiths' tools, and a valuable station plant, will be given in to the 
purchaser. 
 
 
BOEIL STATION. 
Boeil is situated about 16 miles from Wentworth, and consists of five blocks of country, viz. - 
Gall Gall, 
nearly all Gall Gall C, 
North Paringi, 
West Paringi A, 
Outer Tiltao, 
and a portion of Tiltao, 
containing an area of about 276, 600 acres, watered by about ten miles frontage to Tiltao 
Creek, Boeil Lagoon, Gall Gall and Fletcher's Lakes, two wells, and about 55,000 cubic yards of 
tank sinking. 
 
The station is fenced and subdivided into 12 large sheep paddocks, besides 11 smaller ones 
for horses, mustering, &c. 
 
There are four three-roomed cottages, for boundary riders, situated in convenient places for 
working the station, drafting yards, &c. 
 
With Boeil will be sold :- 
45,437 sheep 
87 horses 
About 1200 acres of freehold land 
(All more or less). 
 
The freehold land secures all the improvements and the high and dry ground on the Murray. A 
large portion of the Murray frontage can be bought, if desired, at 20s. per acre, having passed 
the hammer three times. 
 
There are only two adverse selections on the run. At one of the wells there is a 4in. force and 
lift pump - horse works - tanks, troughing, which, with a valuable station plant, will be given in 
to the purchaser. 
 
 
TURLEE STATION. 
Turlee is situated north of Euston, on the Murray, the nearest point being about 25 miles from 
that township, and about 40 miles from the Darling; consists of four blocks of country, viz. :- 
Outer Back Turlee C, 
South Gall Gall, 
South Gall Gall A, 
and West Bidura, 
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containing an area of about 237,000 acres, watered by about 75,000 yards of tank sinking. 
There is a trial shaft recently sunk about 100 feet, where sheep were watered for experiment, 
which proved highly satisfactory. 
 
The station is subdivided into eleven large sheep paddocks, one mustering, and two horse 
paddocks, and there is nearly 20 square miles of country fenced only on three sides. 
 
There are two three-roomed cottages on the station, drafting yards, &c. 
 
There is a screw woolpress, some sawn timber for deepening the well, also a whim and 
buckets, one nearly new eight-horse power engine, 4in. force and lift pump and piping, &c., a 
set of boring rods, which, with a valuable station plant, will be given in to the purchaser. 
 
With Turlee will be sold :- 
23,386 sheep 
46 horses, including entire Murat, 4 years, by Serenader 
About 600 acres of freehold land 
(All more or less). 
There are no adverse selections on the run. 
 
GENERAL PARTICULARS. 
The country consists of open salt-bush plains, broken country, timbered with box, 
sandalwood, apple-tree, mulga, myall, hop-bush, and, as usual in Darling country, belts of 
mallee, and a great variety of fattening and nutritious shrubs, all, with a few exceptions, being 
readily eaten by sheep. 
 
All huts, tanks, wells, &c., are on purchased land, thus rendering all the property perfectly safe 
and free from selection, in addition to their being without exception the most extensively and 
best improved runs on the Darling or Murray. There are six new tanks, containing about 
65,000 cubic yards, which have been completed since last winter, and having extensive 
drainage will no doubt be filled this season and available for next summer. The creek 
connecting Fletcher's Lake with the Murray has been deepened by the vendors, and it is now 
believed the next flood will fill the lake, which has been dry for the last two years. Almost all 
the freehold land has been improved to the extent of £1 per acre, and several of the reserves, 
so the purchaser is entitled to purchase these reserves without competition at £1 per acre. 
 
The Tapio sheep are bred from pure Rambouillet ewes and rams, imported by the proprietors, 
which have proved themselves eminently adapted for that climate, in proof of which it may be 
stated that 24 fleeces from ewes rearing lambs, and 24 fleeces from two-tooth ewes, were 
exhibited at the late Wool Exhibition Show, and although last season was the driest on record 
on the Lower Darling, yet the former were valued at 7s. 9 1/2d. per fleece, and the latter at 7s. 
0 1/2d., being considerably higher than those exhibited in the same classes by several well-
known breeders. Not-withstanding Darling wool is always heavy (sandy), yet over 500 bales 
of the clip of 1879 realised in London from 1s. to 1s. 1d. per lb., and the whole clip averaged 
11 5/8d.  During the last 12 years the wool has always been taken from the shed (as soon as 
shorn) by river steamers, therefore it may be said that the Darling is always navigable as far 
as Tapio, and to practical men it is quite unnecessary for the auctioneer to point out the great 
advantages of large and valuable properties of this nature being situated on or near a 
navigable river, and low rate of freights to shipping port. 
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10,000 fat sheep, sold last year (in June), were barged from near the head station and landed 
in first-rate order within 50 miles of Adelaide in about 60 hours, at a cost of 1s. 2d. per head, 
and the wool was taken from the warehouse on the station and placed free on board ship in 
Port Adelaide for 46s. 6d. (two pounds six shillings and six pence) per ton, all charges, except 
insurance, included. 
 
All the improvements and fencing are in splendid order; over 600 miles of the fencing being 
nearly all five or six wire, or wire and top rails, having been erected under the direct 
supervision of Mr Brooke. 
 
A large portion of the freehold land was taken up as Conditional Purchases and Conditional 
Improvement Purchases, consequently 20s. per acre had to be expended on its actual 
improvements. 
 
Shearing last year began during the first week in August, and as delivery will be given from 
the shears commencing about 1st August, the sheep will than have a full 12 month's clip on, 
which, together with all lambs, foals and calves dropped after the 1st April, will be given in to 
the purchasers, and all working expenses and proportion of rents up to 31st July will be paid 
by the vendor. 
 
The lessees are entitled to a renewal of the rental for most of the blocks for five years by 
virtue of the great improvements on them. 
 
The stud flock of about 1500 stud ewes may be taken by the purchasers, ewes at three guineas 
each, the ten best rams at £50, balance at £30 each. 
 
These stations, in a few years, from small beginnings, by judicious outlay of large sums in 
tanks, fencing, &c., with wise and prudent management, have been wrought up to their 
present lucrative position, showing results not surpassed by any property in Riverina, and 
capable of expansion to double the present returns. 
 
The working partner retires from his most successful labours because his health demands it, 
and the other partner is desirous of retaining an interest in the stations, providing practical 
men become the purchasers, a large tract of country being still undeveloped. 
 
Terms - One-third cash; balance spread over five years in equal installments, bearing interest 
at 6 per cent per annum, secured in the usual manner on the property. 
 
Plans of the runs and purchased lands can be seen at the office of the auctioneer, who will be 
happy to give intending buyers every information. 
 
 
_________________ 
 
Feb 1881   Trustees appointed for Wentworth. 
Sydney Morning Herald  5 Feb 1881 
  
Messrs. William Gunn, J.P., William Crozier, J.P., and John Oliver Edwards are appointed as 
Trustees of the land at Wentworth, being portion 40, containing 160 acres in the county of 
Wentworth, dedicated 31 August last for public recreation. 
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_________________ 
 

Jun 1881   Applications by Tonkin and Cunningham for 2 blocks of land in Wentworth. 
 
Applications made to bring the lands under the provisions of the Real Property Act. 
 
No.5164. Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, having a frontage of 250 links to Adelaide Street, and 
99 3/4 links to Darling Street, is part of allotments 1 and 2 of section 23A. 
Applicant - Samuel Tonkin of Wentworth. 
Caveats may be dated to 1 September. 
 
No.5217. Town of Wentworth, 1 rood, allotment 16 of section 22, granted to J. R. Haverfield. 
Applicant - William Cunningham of Wentworth. 
Caveats may be dated to 1 September. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Jun 1881. 
 
_______________________ 
 

Jun 1881   Property at Wilcannia in Geyer's Will to James Byrnes of Coonargee  near 
Pooncarie. 
 
Applications made to bring the lands under the provisions of the Real Property Act. 
 
MDXXVII.  An undivided moiety or half a share of and in 2 roods and 7 1/2 perches, and two 
roods and 7 perches - being allotments 7 and 8 of section 3, town and parish of Wilcannia, 
and county of Young. 
Applicant - James Byrnes of Coonargee near Pooncarie. 
How title claimed - Trustee under the will of Emil Frederick Christian Geyer. 
Caveats may be dated to 23 July. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 25 Jun 1881. 
 
___________________ 
 
Jun 1881   Obituary of John Hawdon, Kyla Park, Moruya district. 
 
Mr. John Hawdon, who died at Kyla Park [his late residence], in the Moruya district, was well 
known both in this and the neighbouring colony of Victoria, 
 
He arrived in the colony as far back as the year 1823; and, after a short residence at the 
Cowpastures, obtained a grant of land on the Moruya River, then scarcely known to while 
people. He also took up country in various parts of the colony, amongst others the sites of the 
present flourishing towns of Wentworth and Howlong. 
 
From the latter he sent the first lot of cattle down the Murray to Adelaide, where they 
realized large prices. He obtained the contract for the first mail ever carried from Sydney to 
Melbourne, which he ran successfully for 12 months. 
 
His anecdotes of old times were most quaint and entertaining, and smacked of adventures by 
flood and field. Being a Durham man, he did a great deal towards improving the breed of 
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Shorthorns in the country, and his celebrated brand was as well known and sought after as 
he was himself. He was an original member of the old Melbourne-Club. 
 
With him, we believe, passes away the last of the brave men who did so much to open up the 
pastoral interest of Australia and to give her the name of the finest grazing country in the 
world. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 16 Jun 1881. 
 
The SMH, 14 June adds that he was had nearly completed his 80th year, and that he was a 
colonist of 53 years, 
 
____________________ 
 
Oct 1881   Expenditure in Wentworth electorate 1861 to 1880. 
 
It appears from a return laid before the Parliament, on the motion of Mr. Brodribb, that the 
following amounts have been spent in the Wentworth electorate from 1861 up to the end of 
1880:- 
 
On the Murray and Darling Rivers, for survey, snagging, wharfs, &c, 
£97,185  10s  1d ; 
 
Roads and bridges, 
£5794  5s  8d; 
 
Electric telegraphs, 
£32,825; 
 
Public buildings, &c., 
£25,762. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Oct 1881. 
 
_________________ 
 
1882       Claims for Pre-emptive Leases Granted.  
 
Government Gazette, 3 March, 1882, p.1266. 
(Rusheen Craig - 28 August, 2006.) 
 
Abstract No. of Lease. Land Agent's Number. Lessee and address. 
Particulars of Purchase. 
Particulars of Lease:  Area; Rent; County; Parish; District. 
 
No.1; 81-5; Representatives of late William THOMAS, of Wentworth. 
Particulars of Purchase: 320 acres; Conditional Purchase 81-5. 
Particulars of Lease:  960 acres; £3; Co Tara; Psh Cal Lal; District of Wentworth. 
 
No.2; 80-31; Frederick WOOD, of Pooncaira. 
Particulars of Purchase: 100 acres; Conditional Purchase 80-21. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 309 

Particulars of Lease: 300 acres; £1; Co Perry; Psh Timpunga; District of Wentworth. 
 
No.3; 81-22; Robert LUSH, of Wentworth. 
Particulars of Purchase: 640 acres; Conditional Purchase 81-23.  
Particulars of Lease: 1920 acres; £6; Co Wentworth; Psh Avoca and Cudmore; District of 
Wentworth. 
 
No.4; 81-23; Joseph LUSH, of Wentworth. 
Particulars of Purchase: 640 acres; Conditional Purchase 81-24  
Particulars of Lease: 1920 acres; £6; Co Wentworth; Psh Cudmore; District of Wentworth. 
 
No.5; 81-24; Harry WRIGHT, of Wentworth. 
Particulars of Purchase: 640 acres; Conditional Purchase 81-25.  
Particulars of Lease: 1920 acres; £6; Co Wentworth; Psh Cudmore; District of Wentworth. 
 
No.6; 81-14; Joseph LUSH, of Wentworth.  
Particulars of Purchase: 124 acres; Conditional Purchase 72-3; 72-403; 73-10; 73-168.  
Particulars of Lease: 372 acres; £1-3-3; Co Wentworth; Psh Avoca; District of Wentworth. 
 
_____________________ 
 
Apr 1882   No riding or driving on the footpath. 
 
Municipal Council of Wentworth. 
Notice. 
 
Any person or persons found riding or driving upon the footpath within the Municipal 
boundary will be proceeded against. 
 
By order of the Council. 
J. S. Upton, Mayor. 
Wentworth, April 21, 1882. 
 
Wentworth Telegraph and Murray and Darling News, 29 Apr 1882. 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
From 1865  Information concerning Burtundy Station and Burtundy Hotel.   
 
Son born to wife of owner of Burtundy  1865. 
SCOTT  -  2nd June, at Paddington, near Sydney, the wife of James Scott, Esq., Burtundy, River 
Darling, of a son. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, 21 Jun 1865. 
 
 
May 1882 ...  BURTUNDY and ARUMPO for sale; other information.  
 
FOR SALE 
BURTUNDY and ARUMPO stations. 
29 June 1882. 
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Owners Messrs. Joseph Annand and Co. 
Situated on the Lower Darling River, NSW, and comprising the blocks, 
BURTUNDY 
Beyond outer Tapio 
Birrie 
Bulabula 
Burtundy South, formerly Para No.1 
Burtundy North, formerly Para No.2 
ARUMPO 
Buragy 
Arumpo 
Outer back Bullennong. 
 
Containing about 300,000 acres of first-class sheep country, consisting of salt and cotton bush, 
intermixed with grass and bushy country; together with 
About 68,000 sheep, of good age, 22,000 of which are lambing ewes 
About 100 horses 
About 60 mixed cattle, and 
About 2800 acres of freehold land. 
 
Burtundy and Arumpo are well and permanently watered by about 22 miles frontage to the 
River Darling, also by large dams and tanks. 
 
The stations are thoroughly and completely fenced and sub-divided into 21 large sheep and 
13 small horse and sheep paddocks, by five, six, and seven wire fencing. 
 
The improvements consist of two good home stations, one on the frontage and one on the 
back country, two woolsheds, drafting yards, and everything complete for the thorough 
working of the stations. 
 
The auctioneers call special attention to this property, as being so situated that there is not 
the least fear of any selections, and intending buyers can inspect with the certainty of the 
stations being sold in the room. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  2 May 1882. 
 
 
Jun 1882   Another version of the ad for sale of BURTUNDY and ARUMPO. 
 
T  H  I  S      D  A  Y 
BURTUNDY and ARUMPO STATIONS. 
For Positive and Unreserved Sale. 
 
RALEIGH, AITKEN, and Co. have received instructions from the owners, MESSRS. JOSEPH 
ANNAND AND CO., to sell by PUBLIC AUCTION, at Menzies' Hotel, THIS DAY (THURSDAY, the 
29th JUNE 1882), at three o'clock p. m., without reserve, their 
Burtundy and Arumpo Stations, 
situated on the Lower Darling River, N.S.W., 
and comprising the blocks, 
 
BURTUNDY, viz. :- 
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Beyond outer Tapio 
Birrie 
Bulabula 
Burtundy South, formerly Para No. 1 
Burtundy North, formerly Para No. 2 
 
ARUMPO, viz. :- 
Buragy 
Arumpo 
Outer back Bullanmong, 
 
Containing an area of about 300,000 acres of first-class sheep country, consisting of salt and 
cotton bush, intermixed with grass and bushy country;  
together with the following Sheep :-  
 
EWES 
13,267 weaners, of which 415 are studs 
10,382 two-tooths 
21,974 four, six, and eight tooth, now lambing 
613 four, six, and eight do. (studs), do 
1,425 aged 
 
WETHERS 
11,356 weaners 
9,401 two-tooth 
1,006 four, six, and eight tooth 
 
RAMS 
671 two to eight tooth 
400 weaners 
 
RATION SHEEP 
601 
 
TOTAL STOCK ON BOTH STATIONS 
About 71,096 sheep, including 22,587 breeding ewes 
72 cattle, including 38 working bullocks, and 
100 horses. 
 
The IMPROVEMENTS consist of two good home stations, one on the frontage, and one on the 
back country, two woolsheds, drafting yards, and everything complete for the thorough 
working of the stations. 
 
The properties are thoroughly and completely watered. Burtundy having 22 miles frontage to 
the Darling River, and one large tank back, and Arumpo having no fewer than 44 tanks, 
ranging from 1000 to 18,000 cubic yards, the larger ones having banks round the excavation, 
which when pumped full make the water perfectly permanent. 
 
Both stations are well fenced and subdivided, Burtundy into seven large and eight smaller 
paddocks, and Arumpo into 14 large and nine small paddocks, nearly the whole of the fencing 
consisting of five or six wire, and all in good order. 
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The working plant is very large and complete, comprising besides the usual station plant one 
10 inch centrifugal pump by Robison Bros., one 8-horse power steam-engine (new), one 7in. 
McComas lift, 500ft. to 600ft. of troughing, and five small McComas lifts for raising the water 
from the tanks into troughs. 
 
The auctioneers call special attention to this property, as being an opportunity for intending 
investors which is seldom put on the market, as not only have immense sums of money been 
laid out on it, as the improvements will show, but it is perfectly safe from selection, lightly 
stocked with as good sheep as there are in the district, and it will be sold to the highest bidder. 
 
The property having frontages to the Darling, carriage to either Melbourne or Adelaide is 
cheap. 
 
For further particulars apply to the agents, 109 Collin-street west, Melbourne. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  29 June 1882. 
...................... 
 
Burtundy and Arumpo, together with 71,096 sheep, 68 cattle, and 100 horses, sold by 
Messrs. Joseph Anand (sic) to Hon. Thomas F. Cumming, late of Stony Point, at a satisfactory 
figure. 
The Argus  1 July 1882. 
 
 
Marriage: ANNAND - WHITEHEAD [Silver Wedding] 
On the 4th November 1882, at the residence of the bride's mother, by Rev. Alexander 
Morrison, Joseph Annand, late of Burtundy, River Darling, New South Wales, to Alecia 
Rebecca, youngest daughter of the late Isaac Whitehead, artist. Previous address, 5 
Coppin-grove, St. James Park, Hawthorn. 
The Argus (Melbourne), 4 Nov 1907. 
 
 
Late William Howard Birt - Manager of Burtundy, Overseer on Mallara and Arumpo; 
Outstanding natives who worked with him. 
 
The late Mr. William Howard Birt, who died recently in the Wentworth Hospital, New South 
Wales, was one of the old type of Australian bushmen. He had been manager and overseer on 
several stations in the Darling district in the sixties of last century, and was once overseer 
on Mallara for Murray and Carstairs, overseer on Arumpo, and manager on Burtundy 
for Mr. Joseph Annand. 
 
The deceased was an expert trapper of brumbies and wild dogs, and with a mob of 
"coachers" (quiet cattle) he and his black boys were unequalled in yarding wild stock. I 
never knew (writes a correspondent) a man who could manage aborigines better than he did. 
I give the names of a few of them who worked with him:- Pegler Tommy, Alpin, Alick, and 
Narrowgut. Others I have forgotten. The first named native was one of the best scrub-
riders in the Darling River. Mr. Birt was always a great favourite with the aboriginal people. 
Whatever he promised he gave, and his word was law.  
 
It may seem strange that, though an expert bushman, he was not a good horseman. He was 
never known to ride a "rooter,"  and although all sorts of horses passed through his hands he 
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always relied upon the services of his black boy. He was not a good judge of sheep, but had 
sound knowledge of country and its carrying capabilities. He was one of the first back-
country managers to see the mistake being made in putting down large tanks on country that 
would not carry stock in proportion. He had a most retentive memory, and could quote the 
poet Burns by the hour. The deceased was also a born naturalist, and was a close observer 
of animal life. He was a kind and worthy old gentleman, much respected by all classes of the 
community. 
 
The Register (Adelaide), 25 Mar 1915. 
 
 
The Ministerial Party in the South-west. 
... visited Burtundy, leased by Hon. T. F. Cumming ... covers 130,000 acres, extending along 30 
miles of the western bank of the Darling. 10,000 sheep at present on the run, which carries 
15,000 in a fair season. The rainfall on this run has only been 2.33 inches up to date, spread 
over six days. No tanks are necessary on this run, which only extends eight miles back from 
the Darling, but numerous tanks are constructed on it. 
 
Arumpo run, comprising an area of 170,000 acres, and extending 30 miles back from the 
Darling, is also leased by Cummings, but the run does not adjoin Burtundy. The country along 
the latter is very poor, little or no feed being visible along the line of route. It was said that the 
soil was not bad, and that with a good rainfall it was fairly productive. ... 
 
Tarcoola was next reached. The area of the holding which includes Tarcoola and Panban, is 
500,000 acres, only about 2000 acres of which are freehold, the remainder being leased under 
the Land Act of 1861. Three years ago 87,000 sheep were shorn on this station, but now they 
only muster 30,000, and 15 acres only keep a sheep in good condition. The rainfall on the run 
this year was two and a half inches. Managed by Michael Darchy, brother of Fritz Darchy 
manager of Oxley run, which was passed on the way to Balranald. Ministerial party slept at 
the station and driven to Pooncarie the next day. 
Sydney Morning Herald 13 May 1885. 
 
 
Goldsbrough & Co Ltd have received from Mr Thomas Cumming, of Arumpo ... the fleeces of 
two celebrated rams bought by him at the sale of the late John Cumming's Terinallum 
stud flock in 1883. One of these rams enjoys the distinction of being the highest-priced 
sheep ever sold, no less than 3,150 guineas having been paid for him. 
The Argus   25 Nov 1885. 
 
 
SHEARERS' STRIKE. 
Correspondent, Deniliquin. 
At Moulamein Police Court yesterday, Messrs. Austin and Millear, of Arumpo station, 
proceeded against a number of shearers for breaking their agreement. John Jubb was 
fined £10, with £8-12-0 costs, and five other shearers were each fined £10, with £4-8-0 costs. 
... 
Argus  8 Sep 1887. 
 
 
BURTUNDY HOTEL FOR SALE.  1908. 
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For Sale or Lease (a splendid investment), HOTEL, together with 120 acres FREEHOLD 
LAND, situated on the River Darling, half-way between Wentworth and Pooncarie. 
 
The mail coach passes the door of the Hotel four times weekly.  
 
This Hotel contains parlour and dining rooms, bar, and 7 bedrooms; cellars, stables, 
yards, etc.  All recently repaired. Also, Good Grass Paddocks for Horses and Cattle; and the 
land about half-mile of frontage to the Darling River. 
 
Sale price, £540. 
Cash or terms. 
 
For further particulars apply to W. B. Crang, Land, Stock, and Station Agent, Wentworth; or to 
John Hippisley, owner of the property, at the Hotel. If by letter address J. Hippisley,  
Burtundy Hotel, via Wentworth, River Darling. 
 
Good fishing and shooting always to be had here on billabongs and river. The owner wishing 
to retire from business, would let to a suitable tenant on right of purchase. 
 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill), 2 Apr 1908. 
 
................. 
 
115 Merino Rams For Upriver from Wentworth. 
Wentworth, August 17. 
The Gem Navigation Company's steamer Tarella with the barge Mallara arrived on Thursday 
morning, and sailed for Wilcannia the same day. There were on board 113 merino rams, 
consigned as follows:- 
Mr. H. E. Potter, Ellington's  -  5. 
Mr. C. Summers, Mikili  -  42. 
Mr. S. Watts, Endfield  - 10. 
Mr. J. Hippisley, Burtundy  -  1. 
Mr. T. Wakefield, Minda  - 15. 
Mr. M. T. Rutter, Selma  - 10. 
Mr. J. Barritt, Mallara  -  30. 
 
The rams were a splendid lot, and in good condition. 
 
The Register (Adelaide), 22 Aug 1910. 
 
_______________ 
 
1883   Wentworth Sheep Owners.  
Government Gazette, p.4592. 
 
Diseases in Sheep Acts Amendment Act of 1884. 
Following Sheep Brands and Marks have been recorded by the Inspectors of Sheep for Sheep 
Districts mentioned in term of Section 34 of the above mentioned Act, up to 31 Dec last 1883. 
 
Name - Address, including Post Town. 
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ANDERSON Andrew - Neilpo, Wentworth. 
 
BARRACLOUGH Luke - Kapana, Wentworth. 
BROWN William - Para East, Wentworth. 
BRETT Thomas - "Ki" Hotel, Wentworth. 
BRADSHAW William, junr. - Mallee Cliffs, Wentworth. 
BARRITT & WREFORD - Moorara, Pooncaria. 
BARRITT & WREFORD - Mallara, Pooncaria. 
 
CROZIER William - Moorna, Wentworth. 
CUDMORE D. & D. H. - Avoca, Wentworth.  
CUMMING Thomas F. - Burtundy, Wentworth. 
 
DUNNE John - Netley, Menindie. 
DARCHY Thomas (trustees of) - Tarcoola, Pooncaria. 
DEAN Thomas S. - Woolverton, Pooncaria. 
 
GOLDSWORTHY Joseph - Rufus Creek, Wentworth. 
GRACE James - Culpra, Mallee Cliffs. 
GRACE John - McKenzie Bend, Wentworth. 
 
HOPE John (trustees of) - Para, Wentworth. 
HIPPESLEY John - Tulney Point (Para), Wentworth. 
HUSSEY F. [or E.] H. - Tapalin, Euston. 
HAMMATT John - Frenchman's Creek, Moorna, Wentworth. 
HIGGINS Thomas - Salt Creek, Wentworth. 
 
KOPKE Henry - Koornrilla, River Darling, Wentworth. 
 
LUSH Robert - Gol Gol, Wentworth. 
LEHMAN F. - Tarcoola, Wentworth. 
 
McGREGOR & Co. William - Burta, Wentworth. 
McGREGOR John - Belsgrove, Salt Creek, Wentworth. 
 
NICHOLS John - Wararooka, Moorna, Wentworth. 
NICHOLS Alfred - Timpunga, Pooncaria. 
 
ORMOND & BROOKE Bros. - Tapio, Wentworth. 
 
PILE John - Cuthero, Pooncaria. 
PILE James - Polia, Pooncaria. 
PARKER F. L. - Burta, via Pooncaria. 
PORTER Charles William - Wondinbro, Pooncaria. 
POLLARD John - Walminga, Wentworth. 
 
REID John - Rungal, Para, Wentworth. 
ROBERTSON Bros. - Chawilla, Salt Creek. 
 
SEWARD William - Culbra, Tapio, Wentworth. 
SCADDING & Sons Jno. - Wangumma, Moorna, Wentworth. 
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SMITH Jonathan - Balcatherina (sic), Burtundy, Wentworth. 
SMITH James - Ellerslie, Wentworth. 
SMITH Thomas - Lake Victoria, Wentworth.  
 
Tapalin Pastoral Company, SWAN H. C. - Mallee Cliffs, Wentworth. 
THOMAS William - Cal Lal, Wentworth. 
TUNKIN Thomas - Bingo, Ana Branch, Wentworth. 
TULLY & Co. Robert - Lake Victoria, Wentworth. 
 
WILSON J. T. - Boxer's Island, Wentworth. 
WRIGHT & LUSH - Bingo Dam, Ana Branch, Wentworth. 
WADE William - Sandy Point, Polia, Wentworth. 
WAUGH Thomas - Tan Dan, Tapalin Wentworth. 
WILKINSON James - Lindsay Creek, Salt Creek, Wentworth. 
 
_________________ 
 

Jan 1883   Deaths (Holding and Chaffey). 
 
HOLDING - On 7 January 1883, at his late residence, 51 Murray-street,  
William James HOLDING, in his 27th year. 
[A William James Holding was the Returning Officer for Wentworth in the 1895 election; 
Nomination day - 16 July.] 
 
CHAFFEY - On 2 January 1883, of inflammation of the lungs,  
Mary Ann, the beloved wife of Edward CHAFFEY, 
in her [32]nd year of age. 
 
CHAFFEY - On 3 January 1883, 
Elizabeth Mary, infant daughter of Edward CHAFFEY, 
aged six weeks. 
Sydney Morning Herald  16 January 1883 
 
_______________________ 
 
Feb 1883     Death of Mr. W. L. Richardson. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 12 Feb 1883. 
 
In referring to the death of Mr. W. L. Richardson, the police magistrate of Wentworth, the local 
journal speaks of the deceased gentleman:- 
"A cultivated gentleman, and possessed of a most genial disposition, he was at the beck and 
call of all; whether information was desired or pecuniary assistance sought, to him all applied 
as to a fountain that would never run dry, and never was the appeal made in vain. The 
performance of charitable deeds and alleviating the suffrage of those in distress, mentally or 
otherwise, were indeed his chief delight; and as in these respects he was but carrying out the 
bent of his natural disposition, it is no wonder he came to be regarded as the "father" rather 
than as the judicial functionary of Wentworth. 
 
Eighteen years ago the present town was but a bush hamlet; there were only two or three 
persons who knew anything of, and those knowing took little interest in, public matters; and it 
was therefore left entirely in the hands of Mr. Richardson, with the co-operation of Mr. W. 
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Gunn, to take such action from time to time as seemed necessary in furtherance of the 
progress of the village. For pioneer work of this kind Mr. Richardson was peculiarly fitted, and 
for years the burden of all public effort rested on that gentleman's shoulders." 
 
The deceased was the nephew of Mrs. W. Neill, of this city. 
__________________ 
 
 

1884     Renovations to Hancock's Lake Victoria Hotel. 
 
Wentworth Telegraph,  5th January 1884. 
 (Rusheen Craig - April 2009) 
  
LAKE VICTORIA HOTEL 
Lake Victoria. 
 
R. Hancock (late of the Mounted Police Force) has the pleasure to announce to the public of 
the Darling District that he has lately secured the above Hotel. The premises are about 
undergoing extensive additions and alterations, and when completed, this hotel will be second 
to none in the district.  
 
The Proprieror's extensive and long experience in the police force will be a guarantee that the 
business will be properly conducted; and every effort will be made to give satisfaction to 
those who may favor him with a call. 
 
The Hotel will in every sense conform to the provisions of the Licensing Act, thus ensuring 
ample accommodation; while the Liquors will be the best obtainable. 
 
Good Stabling. Horse feed always on hand. 
 
My Comment: Hancock completed the renovations but did not renew his publican's license in 
1884. The publican's license was taken by his wife Nora for 1884/5.  
 
In 1885 Cumming applied for a Homestead Lease (Rusheen Craig, Homestead Leases and 
Western Land Leases 1885-1910, 
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~surreal/NSWW/Leases/index.html 
In 1886 his application was approved and he was granted HL 86-4106 or HL 178. This was 
the usual 10,240 acres, in the County of Tara, Parishes of Foster and Wilpatera. The annual 
rental was £42-13-4.  
 
_________________ 
 

 Feb 1884   John Cave [possibly brother-in-law of Dr Renner]. 
 
13,200 ewes from Paika crossed here (Swan Hill) this morning for Ballarat (Mr P. McPherson, 
owner), Mr John Cave in charge. 
 
My Comment: John Cave was said to be the brother of Mrs. Renner of Wentworth - info from 
when Mrs Renner and children were held by an Aborigine, but this is contested by BDMs in SA 
have Renner marrying Davie. 
 

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~surreal/NSWW/Leases/index.html
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The Argus  14 February 1884 . 
 
___________________ 
 
1884    Collectors of Scalps for Wentworth District. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 5 January 1884. 
(Rusheen Craig - August 2006.) 
 
Gentlemen authorised by the Pasture and Stock Protection Board to collect scalps of noxious 
animals in the Wentworth District. 2nd January 1884. 
 
Name - Place of attendance. 
D. H. CUDMORE - Moorna. 
A. T. BROOKE - Tapio. 
R. TULLY - Lake Victoria. 
C. BARRITT - Mallara. 
M. DARCHY - Tarcoola. 
J. S. UPTON - Wentworth. 
T. CUMMING - Burtundy. 
C. H. WREFORD - Moorara. 
D. H. POWER - Polia. 
J. PILE - Cuthero. 
D. McLELLAND - Netley. 
W. SIMMS - Tapalin. 
J. URQUHART - Para. 
J. EMERY - Tolarno. 
Allan WHITE - Buckalow. 
Samuel SCOTT - Manager of Mallee Cliffs (added in 12 January list). 
 
__________________________ 
 
 

1884    Conditional Purchases Forfeited.  
Wentworth Telegraph, 12 January, 2006. 
(Rusheen Craig - August 2006.) 
 
Frederick REEVES (now Joseph GOLDSWORTHY)  
Wentworth District. 
427 acres. 
 
Henry LAMBERT (now Joseph GOLDSWORTHY)  
Wentworth District. 
480 acres. 
 
__________________ 
 
 

1884      Valuable Properties for Sale privately. 
Wentworth Telegraph, 26 January, 1884. 
(Rusheen Craig - August 2006.) 
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Advertisement. 
VALUABLE PROPERTIES for sale privately. 
 
EDWARDS & SUMMERS has received instructions from Mr.Morris, who is leaving the district, 
to Sell Privately, the whole of his GROUND and BUILDINGS, situate in Adams Street, 
Wentworth. 
 
Comprising 
ONE FOUR-ROOMED WEATHERBOARD COTTAGE with verandah and garden in front situate 
in Adams-street; also TWO TWO-ROOMED COTTAGES with passages, pantries, &c., at the rear, 
together with workshops. The whole are fenced in and subdivided with substantial fences. 
The buildings being nearly new and centrally situated, afford a splendid opportunity for those 
seeking eligible investment. The two-roomed cottages are of iron with deal panelled fronts 
and are at present let to good tenants. Their dimensions are 12 x 26 and 10 x 26. The four-
roomed cottage in Adams Street, being built by the owner for his own use, has been erected 
regardless of expense, and is without doubt one of the best firnished and most comfortable 
cottages in Wentworth. Dimensions 25 x 20. Full particulars on application to the Auctioneers. 
TITLE GUARANTEED. 
 
Another ad includes -  
2 allotments in Darling Street, and 1 allotment in Adams Street. 
Darling Street - the very centre for business purposes, opposite the public school. 
 
Advertisement appearing several times until sale "at a satisfactory figure" reported on 28 
March 1884 by Messrs. Edwards & Summers. 
 
 
_______________ 
 

1884    Death - Ferdinand LESTER. 
 
Wentworth Telegraph, 29 March, 1884.  
(Rusheen Craig - August 2006.) 
 
On Thursday afternoon the body of Mr Ferdinand LESTER was buried in Wentworth 
Cemetery. The deceased, who was well known and respected in the town, was the brother of 
Mr R. LESTER of Tolarno. He drove the coach for several years between Wilcannia and 
Wentworth, but of late has been driving in the Paroo country. Through drinking bad water 
he contracted the disease, hydatids, which carried him off at a comparatively early age. His 
funeral was attended by several prominent citizens. Mr McHENRY (in the absence of Father 
Campion) read the funeral service. 
 
 
________________ 
 
 

From 1873 Details of Turlee Pastoral Holding No.14 . 

 
OCCUPATION LICENCE. 
TURLEE. 
Pastoral Holding No.14. 
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State Archives, The Rocks, Sydney. 
 
Gazetted 11 July 1885. 
 
1 January 1886   Thomas Collier Brooke 
117,920 acres 
Rental: £2 per section of 640 acres; £368-14-5 annual rental.  
Rental appraisal 12 Sept 1887.  
Reduced 28 June 1888. 
 
21 April 1886   James Ormond*  86/1259. 
117,920 acres 
Rental: £0-10-0 per section of 640 acres; £92-3-7 annual rental. 
 
5 Feb 1891 (Mortgaged to)  Bank of Australia   91/8565.  
Annual Rental £58-19-3. 
 
[* Family of James Ormond: 
The Argus (Melbourne) 20 Aug 1923. 
Probate of James Ormond, formerly of Collins St, Melbourne, but late of "Turlee," Hunting-
tower Road, Malvern, Victoria. 
Granted to James Service Ormond, of Glenferrie Road, Malvern, medical practitioner, and 
Arthur William Ormond of 31 Queen Street, Melbourne.] 
 
 
TURLEE. 
Pastoral Holding No.14 Hay. 
State Records Kingswood K10/43866. 
 
PAPERS 91.10105 in the 1891 LAND BOARD CASE CONCERNING TURLEE. 
 
George Sutherland Macbeth Grant on oath states: I am INSPECTOR of runs for the Balranald 
Land District. I inspected the Leasehold area of TURLEE Pastoral Holding on 12th 13th and 
14th January last.  It is situated about 65 miles from Euston nearest River port on the Murray 
River. 
 
Rainfall average 14.2 for 5 years ending 31st December last. 
 
Character of the soil is red sandy soil mixed with limestone. 
 
There are about 10,0,000 (sic) acres of scrub mixed with mallee, Belar, Waitawhile, Wilga, 
Needles, Hop, broom and the Emu bush, the balance 17000 acres is thin open scrub fairly 
open country. Pasture on the country is silver grass mixed with a small proportion of br... and 
salt bush. In the scrub country there is no grass. The edible scrub has been eaten out by 
Rabbits. Timber is dense Belar suitable for fencing and rough buildings.  
 
No natural water supply except shallow ...holes.  ... water for month often ... filled. Artificial 
supply on ... Lands consists of one tank of 1800 cub yards which was dry at time of my 
inspection. Fair Catchment. This supply is not sufficient. Facilities for making further supply ... 
by tanks.  
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Grazing capabilities without water and with the tank on the holding practically are nil and 
with water on Freehold added estimate the carrying capacity at 15 acres per sheep. I observe 
by the ... on Por 1 Parish Lowan and Por 16 Parish Ormond where given to me by the Lessee's 
manager has been on purchased land. I don't think the carrying capacity is improvable by 
extra water to appropriate extent. The carrying capacity can be improved by clearing of 
30,000 acres of land costing 10/- per acre and expenditure of £2000 pounds on earth tanks to 
seven and a half acres the sheep.  
 
The country is lightly infested with Rabbits. Wire netting is necessary at £40 per mile where 
attached to existing fences, £60 per mile where new fencing is required to be erected. 
Considerable injury has been done to the country by the destruction of all edible scrub within 
reach of the sheep. The conditions of the country for coping with the pest are unfavorable. 
 
A Stock Reserve intersects the area 4 miles long by 1 mile wide and is not extensively used. 
The country through which it passes is better than the average country on the whole Run.  
 
 
DEPOSITION by James Service Ormond*. 
I am a STATION MANAGER living at Tapio on the Darling. The evidence I wish to give refers to 
the Leasehold and Resumed areas [of Turlee]. They are worked in conjunction and I cannot 
separate them.  
 
I have the sheep numbers for the last 15 years and they average 9,265.  
 
I have the rabbit expenditure for the last 11 years £246-7-0. That is an average cost per 
annum. 
 
Improvements cost us £11,613. I hand in Exhibit "A" showing the cost of these improvements 
these on [Leasehold is crossed out and replaced with ?] and Freehold Lands both in the 
Resumed and Leasehold areas and the money was all spent on working improvements. 
 
In 1888 and 1889 the destruction of Rabbits was done by station hands and no account was 
kept. In 1890 our expenditure of £100 was incurred in destroying wild dogs. I hand in Exhibit 
"B" showing the particulars connected with Improvements, Rabbits, Sheep returns ad Rainfall. 
The cost of rabbit destruction is exclusive of Government subsidy. The run is not wire netted. 
The Rabbits were thicker in 1887 than previous years. We caught more and are paid by 
results. The Rabbits are very much less than they were.  
 
The country was spelled during the time the sheep were being shorn at Tapio. That would be 
a (single?) third the average stated by me as for one of the carrying capacity during the year 
1889. We had 21,000 on and it was only temporary stocking. The returns are for sheep at the 
end of the year and would be about the same at shearing time. The Leasehold portion is better 
country than the Resumed portion of the country. About two thirds of the 9265 stated by me 
graze on the Leasehold area. 
 
Exhibit "A". 
TURLEE HOLDING. 
MEMO OF IMPROVEMENTS. 
FENCING, HUTS. 
1873 Payments 
47 tons 5 [cwt?] fencing wire in Melbourne @24/10/-   £1151-10-0. 
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Duty on 47 tons   £49-7-0. 
Steamer freight Melbourne to Tapio @4/-/-   £188-0-0. 
To Webb, Carting Tapio to Turlee   £188-0-0. 
To McCormack, Surveying   £99-6-8  
To Fencers, Surveying   £27-0-0. 
To Bartche & Stewart, Erecting 54 miles @22/5/-   £1201-10-0. 
To Platter, 1 mile 30 chains, Horse paddock   £72-14-3. 
 
1878 Payments 
To Polswarth, Fencing, Tankie @23/-/-   £716-9-7. 
To Cramsie B & ?, Freight Melbourne to Tankie   £330-2-0. 
To Service & ?, 40 tons wire   £563-15-0. 
To Hensyen, Turlee, Horse paddock   £32-1-0. 
To Spencer, Tankie, Horse Paddock   £89-16-10. 
To Anderson, Bidura, brush   £76-5-0. 
To Hensyen, West Bidura @23/-/-   £144-0-0. 
To Hensyen, West S 99 a   £145-10-0. 
To Hensyen, Turlee   £51-0-0. 
To Hensyen, Bidura   £6-0-0. 
To Hensyen, Carting wire   £10-0-0. 
To Hensyen, Tankie Tank fence   £15-12-0. 
To Hensyen, Turlee sheep yard   £70-8-2. 
To Smith & Anderson, 24 miles 46 chains of 50 (?) fencing @23/-/-   £599-8-4. 
To Mc Lean Bros. & Rigg Samson, Wire   £450-0-0. 
To Freight & Duty Melbourne to Bidura @7/-/-  20 tons   £140-0-0. 
To Hensyen, Various jobs   £228-11-0. 
To Walls, Various jobs   £180-16-6. 
To Ward, Fencing and Yards   £82-6-4. 
To Cost of iron for roofs   £30-0-0. 
Turlee Woolshed and Yards   £100-0-0. 
Turlee Cottage   £50-0-0. 
To Hensyen, Yards at Woompo   £25-0-0. 
To Stewart, Yards at Possum   £25-0-0. 
(Forward  £7,139-9-8)   
 
WATER SUPPLY 
(Forward  £7,139-9-8) 
1874 Payments. 
Turlee Hut Tank, Polswarth   11,066 cyds   £494-14-3. 
Websters   8386 cyds   £392-0-8. 
Weyutena    15570 cyds and 
Tankie   8646 cyds   £1,232-0-4. 
West Bidura Tank drains   £26-3-8. 
Hensyen   £57-10-0. 
Wells   £45-16-0. 
O'Leary, Woompo   16007 cyds   £551-3-1. 
Robinson, Worrow   15811 cyds   £432-13-10. 
Hoare, Lowan   9658 cyds   £365-3-10. 
Ward, Worrow   6266 cyds   £208-17-4. 
Ward, Duck ponds   11570 cyds   £404-5-3. 
Total:  102,920 cyds. 
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Chamier, Bidura   3298 cyds 
Seward, Duck ponds   1200 cyds and 
Seward, Pyong   1200 cyds   £65-2-1. 
(Seward ?), Harleys, Boring   £200-0-0. 
Totals:- 109,218 cyds     £11,613-0-0. 
 
 
Exhibit "B". 
TURLEE. 
Areas 
Lessees: J. Ormond & Coy. 
Leasehold: 121,580 acres. 
Resumed: 119,020 acres. 
Alienated Land: 790 acres. 
 
IMPROVEMENTS have cost us £11,613 which does not include some 25 miles of 5 wire 
fencing and a 2000 cub. yd. Tank on one of the Blocks when the station was purchased. 
 
RABBIT EXPENDITURE after allowing for all Subsidies from the Government has been as 
follows:- 
1880:  £119-16-7 
1881:  £63 
1882:  £100 
1883:  £394-8-8 
1884:  £616-14-1 
1885:  £160-15-9 
1886:  £217-17-1 
1887:  £772-16-1 
1888:  £139-8-11 
1889:  £75 
1890:  £50 
Average for past 11 years is £246-7-0. 
 
WATER is all artificial there being no permanent water. Nine large tanks have been excavated 
by us amounting to in the aggregate 102.920 cub. yds. besides several small ones. We have 
BORED for water and sunk SHAFTS and in every instance got Salt water too salt to be of any 
use. 
 
FENCING. The country is subdivided into the necessary Sheep Paddocks with nearly 150 miles 
of wire fencing. 
 
CARRYING CAPACITY. After an experience of this station of nearly 18 years we unhesitatingly 
affirm that at the very outside it is unable to carry more than 10,000 sheep. 
 
SHEEP RETURNS. 
The following are the Returns for the past 15 years. 
1876:  4,000 Sheep 
1877:  6,000 
1878:  7,000 
1879:  4,000 
1880:  16,500 
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1881:  21,000 
1882:  11,450 
1883:  7,133 
1884:  8,165 
1885:  6,366 
1886:  17,654 
1887:  10,976 
1888:  4,029 
1889:  6,411 
1890:  8,293 
Note in margin by Lands Board: This shows that the average number of sheep carried for the 
past 15 years has been 9,265. 
 
RAINFALL. 
The following is the Rainfall for the past 5 years. 
1886:  17.74 inches 
1887:  18.69 
1888:  5.23 
1889:  17.13 
1890:  11.23 
Being an average of 14 inches for the past 5 years. 
 
In 1890 an expenditure of £100 was incurred destroying WILD DOGS. 
 
 
SHEEP RETURNS 1885 TO 1895. 
Turlee Leasehold and Resumed Areas. 
1885:  Sheep 6,366; Horses 10. 
1886:  Sheep 17,654; Horses 16. 
1887:  Sheep 10,976; Horses 16. 
1888:  Sheep 4,029; Horses 9. 
1889:  Sheep 6,411; Horses 11. 
1890:  Sheep 8,293; Horses 11. 
1891:  Sheep 19,344; Horses 17. 
1892:  Sheep 2,480; Sheep losses 1,046; Horses 13. 
1893:  Sheep 11,283; Sheep losses 224; Horses 12. 
1894:  Sheep 9,700; Sheep losses 620; Horses 14. 
1895:  Sheep 6,283; Sheep losses 939; Horses 66. 
Totals:  Sheep 102,819; Sheep losses 2,829; Horses 195. 
Average for 11 years:  Sheep 9,347; Horses 17. 
Average for 4 years:  Sheep 7,436; Sheep losses 707. 
The loss for 1896 to date is 695.  
 
 
RABBIT EXPENDITURE 1880 TO 1895. 
Turlee Leasehold and Resumed Areas. 
1880:   £119-16-7. 
1881:   £63-0-0. 
1882:   £100-0-0. 
1883:   £394-8-8. 
1884:   £616-14-1. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 325 

1885:   £160-15-9. 
1886:   £217-17-1. 
1887:   £772-16-1. 
1888:   £139-8-11. 
1889:   £45-0-0. 
1890:   £50-0-0. 
1891:   £58-10-1. 
1892:   £133-18-4. 
1893:   £88-4-4. 
1894:   £99-5-8. 
1895:   £102-15-9. 
Total:   £3.192-14-7. 
Average expenditure for last 4 years:   £106-4-4. 
This £106-4-4 does not include horse feed and other sundry expenses such as repairs to 
implements which is calculated to bring the amount up to £150. 
 
State Records, Kingswood and The Rocks. 
 
___________________ 
 
1885     Cricket match followed by a ball at Pooncarie. 
Pooncarie.         
From our Correspondent   7 April 1885. 
 
On Easter Monday a cricket match was played on the wharf reserve between two Elevens 
chosen by Messrs Richardson and Dobsey, resulting in a win for Richardson's pick. The play 
was very good throughout, though the fielding might have been a little better, but want of 
practise and bumpy ground had a good deal to do with it. 
 
A ball in the evening at the Pooncarie Hotel finished up a very enjoyable day. The rain has 
made a spring in the grass. Another rain like it is what we want. 
 
My Comment: David S Mitchell was the publican at the Pooncarie Hotel 1883 to 1888.  
 
Wentworth Telegraph, 25 April 1885. 
________________ 
 
 
1885     Deaths of Mrs Kerridge sen and Mr C Branling, Librarian [Charles Bramling in 
BDMs]. 
 
We regret to have to record the death of Mrs Kerridge sen. which event occurred on Saturday 
last. The old lady appeared to be very well and hearty on the previous evening but was found 
dead in her bed on the morning stated. 
 
Mr C. Branling, the librarian at the Institute, also died after a short illness from an attack of 
dysentery. 
 
Wentworth Telegraph, 25 Apr 1885. 
[Wentworth Historical Society holds the Kerridge Papers.] 
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___________________ 
 

1885     Ad for Edwards (Smith & Wheelwright). 
 
John Oliver EDWARDS 
Smith and Wheelwright 
Wentworth. 
Waggons, Waggonettes, Drays and Scoops made to order and guaranteed t be of the best 
material. 
 
Wentworth Telegraph, 2 May 1885. 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
Jul 1885   Lake Victoria Pastoral Holding. 
 
Comprising Runs: 
Scotia Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4; 
Winnebagga; 
Amoskeng; 
Scrub, Scrub Run Blocks 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10 [note - 7 not mentioned]; 
Westbrook; 
Wannawanna; 
Tara; 
Yantaralla; 
Pellwalka; 
East and West Rufus. 
 
Leasehold area No.170.  
Land district of Wentworth. 
County of Tara, to the east of the dividing line. 
Resumed area, to the west of the dividing line. 
Sydney Morning Herald  15 July 1885. 
 
________________ 
 
 

Aug 1885   Telegraph Line to Silverton open. 

 
The Line of Telegraph to Silverton is now open. 
 
[Wentworth Telegraph, 29 Aug 1885.] 
___________________ 
 
 
1885 to 1887  Silverton Residents listed in the Insolvency Index. 
 
Name,  Occupation,  Sequestration,  File Number,  Date Certification Issued. 
 
CARL Charles, Storekeeper,  30/04/1886,  20692,  -  . 
CRAWFORD George Andrew, Contractor,  28/05/1887,  22083,  -  . 
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DAVIS Samuel, Hotelkeeper,  14/06/1887,  22146,  -  . 
EDDY Robert Hermon,  -  , 15/07/1886,  20940,  -  . 
ENGLISH Robert, Miner,  8/02/1887,  21621,  -  . 
GROUND John, Assayer & Broker,  14/09/1886,  21161,  -  , &c. Anors. 
HARRIS Frederick Edward, Hotelkeeper,  1/12/1886,  15/08/1888. 
HOWARD William Henry, Sharebroker,  17/06/1886,  20850,  -  . 
ISAAC Robert, Tobacconist,  12/02/1887,  21659,  5/06/1891. 
MONTAGUE Francis William, Boarding House Keeper,  2/03/1887,  21736,  -  . 
SNOWBALL Fitzgerald, Assayers & Brokers,  14/09/1886,  21161,  11/12/1887, &c. Anors. 
STOKIE John, Publican,  29/01/1885,  19422,  -  . 
WELSH William, Solicitor,  19/04/1886,  20667,  -  . 
 
WOLF Charles, Hotelkeeper,  23/08/1887,  22414,  -  . 
"Late of Menindie". 
 
State Records, Kingswood. 
 
______________________ 
 
Aug 1886   Men to the Kimberley;  West's Tender accepted for Wentworth Hospital. 
 
The Sydney Mail, 28 Aug 1886. 
Wentworth, August 21. 
 
Wentworth, during the last few weeks, has been more lively, in consequence of nearly all the 
boats being actively engaged in the forwarding of merchandise not only to Wentworth, but to 
all the intervening stations and townships between Morgan and Menindie. Stocks of all 
descriptions having become absorbed in consequence of the protracted low state of the rivers. 
Rabbitters, selectors, squatters, and storekeepers alike, welcome the gladdening sound of the 
steam whistle as the boat approaches the bank to deposit the much-required necessaries. 
 
Welcome rains have fallen now for several weeks past, and for hundreds of miles the green 
herbage can be seen striking forth its green leaf. Sheep will begin at once to feel the beneficial 
effects; and the numerous squatters are growing hopeful that the long-protracted drought has 
at last broken up, and that better days are in store. 
 
Numbers of persons have left and more are about to leave here FOR THE KIMBERLEY, well 
equipped, and determined to give the reported goldfields a good trial. 
 
A long-felt want is about to be supplied - A HOSPITAL. Tenders were opened and the lowest, 
that of Mr. H. West, was accepted, the amount being £1597. This gentleman is a spirited 
contractor, and has already commenced operations. The site fixed upon is on the eastern side 
of the Darling River, in close proximity to the township.  
 
_______________ 
 
 

Jun 1886   Association formed at Wentworth for protection of Pastoral Interests. 

 
The Sydney Mail, 19 Jun 1886. 
 Wentworth, Tuesday. 
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A large meeting was held here this afternoon, and was attended by all the squatters and 
homestead and conditional leaseholders of the district. A number of resolutions were 
unanimously carried, condemning the HIGH RENTS that are being placed on Crown Lands, 
and expressing alarm at the prospects of the pastoral industry. Resolutions were carried 
asking the Government to at once proceed with the erection of wire netting to stop the spread 
of the RABBIT PEST. The resolutions are to be embodied in a petition to Parliament, praying 
that a commission may be appointed to visit and report on this district before further land 
legislation takes place. At the conclusion of the meeting all those present enrolled themselves 
as members of an ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF PASTORAL INTEREST in the 
district. 
 
A meeting of the townspeople and unemployed is to be held tomorrow night, to sympathise 
with the objects of today's meeting. The town is crowded with visitors assembled to express 
their views on the subject. 
 
_____________ 
 
June 1886    Rabbit control. 
 
The sittings of the NSW Rabbit Conference were continued yesterday at the Mines Offices, 
Phillip-street. ... It was resolved amongst other matters, that, as an experiment, the 
Government be recommended to advise that a tract, of not less than 64,000 acres, be selected 
by the Wentworth Pastures and Protection Board, and immediately enclosed with a 
rabbit-proof fence; and that from October 1 to March 31 all trapping and other operations be 
suspended within such enclosure; the experiment to be continued for two years, and to be 
reported upon by the local board. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald   22 June 1886. 
________________ 
 
Sep 1886      Prosecution of Para Shearers.  
 
Wentworth, Saturday. 
The Sydney Mail, 18 Sep 1886. 
 
The decision in the prosecutions of the Para shearers were given by the local Bench to-day. 
Nine men were fined £5 each and costs, or seven days' imprisonment. Henry WYNDE, for 
inciting John MUNRO to break his agreement, was fined £10 and costs, or 14 days; A. 
COLEMAN, a Netley delegate, for trespass on Para station, was fined £5 and costs, or three 
months. 
 
The difference between the employers and shearers at Avoca has been amicably settled, the 
owners offering to cancel the agreement if the men would pay the law costs. 
 
A monster meeting was held to-night TO ESTABLISH A SHEARERS' UNION. 
  
__________________ 
 
Oct 1886     Cats to try to destroy rabbits at Tolarno.  
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Menindie, Monday. 
Shearing has finished at Moorara on the 18th instant. Tolarno expects to cut out on Tuesday 
next. Not as much difficulty has been experienced this year with the shearers as was expected. 
 
Three hundred DOMESTIC CATS have been turned out by Mr. Reid within the last week on 
the frontage country of his Tolarno run, to assist in the destruction of rabbits. Another 
consignment is expected up next week from Adelaide. 
The Sydney Mail, 30 Oct 1886.  
 
_________________ 
 
Aug 1887   Wentworth's Jockey Club improvements to Pastoral and Agricultural Society. 
 
From Wentworth we learn that the local Pastoral and Agricultural Society have, by means of 
debentures, secured the Jockey Club grandstand and other improvements.  
 
It appears that some years ago, when times were more prosperous than of late, the 
Wentworth Jockey Club secured a grant of 160 acres for the racecourse, upon which they 
spent between £1300 and £1400 in improvements, but latterly the sport in that district 
has declined with such unfailing regularity that those who guaranteed an overdraft 
amounting to £1300 began to look around for some means of getting rid of their liability 
especially as the bank was becoming importunate.  
 
When the local Agricultural Society started in 1884 they obtained a grant of 20 acres 
adjoining the racecourse, and as they were minus the funds necessary for the erection of 
buildings wherein to hold their exhibitions, they rented the racecourse for the purpose, at 
£50 a year. Even the amount of interest was a serious drawback to the Jockey Club, and 
negotiations were recently opened up, which resulted in the Pastoral Society paying £700 
for the improvements, with the proviso that the Jockey Club should have the use of them 
whenever required for racing purposes.  
 
The balance of £600 still owed by the Jockey Club has been paid off by the committee, 
each member's share being £21 4s. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald 13 August 1887.  
 
__________________ 
 
Dec 1887   More prize money for 1888 New Year's meeting of Wentworth Jockey Club. 
 
An attractive bill of fare has been issued for the New Year meeting of the Wentworth Jockey 
Club, to be held on January 2nd, when added money, totalling £150, will be distributed over 
seven events, of which the most important are the Handicap Hurdle Race of 50 sovs., 
Wentworth Handicap of 50 sovs., and Flying Handicap of 20 sovs.  
Sydney Morning Herald  1 Dec 1887. 
 
The New Year's Meeting of the Wentworth Jockey Club promises to be one of the most 
successful gatherings ever held in the far west, judging by the number of acceptors for the 
principal events, and the interest takes in the reunion by the local residents and the people of 
the surrounding district. Out of 18 nominations for the Wentworth Handicap, 14 have cried 
content, the dozen entrants for the Flying Handicap are satisfied, and the same may be said for 
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the nominations for the Hurdle Race. The residents of the Chaffey irrigation colony at Mildura 
have chartered the steamer Ruby for the occasion, and will patronise the races en masse. 
Sydney Morning Herald  29 Dec 1887. 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Apr 1888   Application for transfer of property of William Gunn, deceased. 
 
Property 
MMMXXI  The land comprised in 32 Crown Grants and 4 Certificates of Title, situate in the 
parishes of Perry, Wentworth, unnamed, Pooncaira, Neilpo, and Euston, in the counties of 
Menindie, Wentworth, Perry, and Taila, and which are more particularly set out in schedule to 
application. 
 
Applicant: William Bartholomew Gunn, of Wentworth. 
 
Title, How claimed. 
Devisee under the will of William Gunn, who died 7th October 1885. 
 
Date up to which caveats may be lodged: May 31. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald   28 Apr 1888. 
 
_________________________________________ 
 

1888         Some Wentworth and Mildura advertisements:  
 
McMahon's Royal Hotel, Wentworth;  
 
J A Burns, Decorator of Mildura; 
 
Steam (boat) service Echuca to Mildura and Wentworth. 
 
McMahon's Royal Hotel Wentworth. 
Excellent accommodation for Visitors. 
Wines and Spirits of best quality. 
Billiard table. 
Good Stabling. 
............................. 
 
J. A. Burns. 
Painter, Paperhanger and Decorator. 
Mildura. 
............................. 
 
Steam to Mildura. 
'Trafalgar' fortnightly from Echuca to Mildura and Wentworth. 
Proprietors: Davies & Sons. 
Agents: McCulloch & Co, Melbourne. 
Agents: W B Gunn & Co, Wentworth and Mildura. 
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Pastoral Times, May 1888. 
 
____________________ 
 

1888     Rabbit Cases before the Wentworth Court.   
 
Two cases have already been dealt with - those of Moorna and Bunnerungie - both of which 
were lost by the Inspector, Mr G S Grant. The actions were taken for a breach of the Rabbit 
Nuisance Act, in not employing rabbiters. Owing to the subsidy being discontinued many of 
the squatters slackened their efforts to stamp out the pest and they were sued accordingly.  
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888. 
 
_______________ 
 
1888   Donations of prizes for Wentworth Pastoral Show. 
 
The Pastoral Show Committee met at Wentworth. Prizes are promised by Messrs D H 
Cudmore, H E Browne, A W Sands, McPherson, W B Christie, W Higgins, W Gunn, G Crozier, 
Scurra, Archer, and Dr McRoberts. 
 
The Sports are to take place on 24th. 
 [Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888] 
 
_______________________________________ 
 

1888   'Ticket of Leave Man', drama produced by Wentworth amateur players. 
 
'Ticket of Leave Man' will be produced by our local amateurs during session week. There will 
be three weeks rehearsal for this sensational drama. Scenery painted specially for the 
occasion by Mr E Gold and this reflects great credit on his ability. 
 
'Ticket of Leave Man', produced by the Wentworth Dramatic Club, played to crowded houses 
on three nights. At two shillings and one shilling admission, about £60 was raised for the 
hospital. 
 
The amount raised was actually £57. The money will go to support the Hospital, the 
Mechanics' Institute and the Fire Brigade.  
Mildura Cultivator, 19 May and 26 May 1888. 
 
____________________ 
 

1888      Burton Bros, coach proprietors. 
 
Messrs Burton Bros, coach proprietors on the New South Wales side, use up a lot of axle 
grease. It is said they have upwards of 1,000 horses. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888.] 
 
_________________ 
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1888     Mildura Homestead. 
 
Messrs Jameson Bros had a kiln of bricks burnt, for making extension to the Mildura 
homestead, 30 years ago. The bricks are still in faultless condition 
 
[Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888] 
 
_________________ 
 

1888   Some of the people buying at Mildura [township and area]. 
 
Mr Henry Williams, the pioneer store-keeper of Mildura, has been a resident in the Lower 
Murray District for more than 25 years. 
 
Mr W M Paterson, manager of Mildura Station, and a member of the proprietory firm, has 
had a very long experience in the Murray Districts. He managed several big stations at 
different times and ran a foundry for amusement; but when the Chaffeys came along he 
decided to invest his gathered wealth in the scheme.  
 
Captain King, proprietor of the Gem, Ruby and Shamrock, has secured 100 acres of Mildura 
soil. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888.] 
 
__________________________ 
1888      Will of late John MacPherson. 
 
The will of the late John MacPherson, squatter, NSW, has been proved. No real estate, but 
personal estate to the value of £105,000. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888.] 
 
__________________ 
1888   Holding to establish Irrigation Settlement in Wentworth area. 
 
Mr W Holding, a successful fruit-grower at Wentworth, is trying to establish an irrigation 
settlement in that locality. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 19 May 1888] 
 
_________________ 
 

May 1888   Sentenced in Wentworth Quarter Sessions - Fox; West; Russell. 
Wentworth Quarter Sessions. 
(By Telegraph) 
(From our correspondent.) 
 
WENTWORTH, Monday. 
At the quarter sessions today SAMUEL FOX, who was in custody on a charge of indecent 
assault, was discharged to his own recognisance of £100 to appear at the next sessions. 
 
HENRY WEST, late alderman of Wentworth, and a large contractor, was found guilty of 
obtaining £200 under false pretenses from Harry Wheelwright, and was sentenced to 18 
months' imprisonment in Wentworth Gaol. 
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WILLIAM RUSSELL, an old man, charged with an assault on a boy 7 years old, pleaded guilty 
to a common assault, and was sentenced to two years in Hay gaol. 
Sydney Morning Herald   Tuesday, 22 May 1888.  
 
_____________________ 
 
 

1888     Needs of the new settlement of Mildura. 

 
Mildura needs a school. About 90 children in the settlement. 
 
Mildura wants telegraphic communication. Line from Euston to Wentworth passes within 
two miles. 
 
There is practically no Police protection at Mildura. The Yelta constable comes up every week 
or so and stays three or four hours only. At Yelta he has nothing to do but look after a few 
goats and a law-abiding ferryman. 
 
A Court is needed at Mildura. The Court is at Yelta which is 18 miles away and magistrates 
have to be borrowed from Wentworth. 
 
There is a need for a cemetery. No deaths so far but ... 
[Mildura Cultivator, 26 May 1888] 
 
____________________ 
 
1888      Skating Rink for Wentworth. 
 
A skating rink is about to be established at Wentworth. Mrs Johns, proprietess of the Crown 
Hotel, has prepared a suitable floor, the necessary appliances have been procured. A meeting 
to be held next week to form a club. 
 
Roller skating mania has taken a firm grasp at Wentworth, and both young and old seem to 
have caught the disease. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 2 June and 23 June 1888] 
 
___________________ 
 
1888      Mr Gillett dies. 
Wentworth Memo from our Correspondent, Wednesday. 
A very old resident of Wentworth passed away last week - Mr Gillett. He has lived at 
Wentworth for the past 29 years and was greatly respected. He was the father of Mrs 
McMahon of the Royal Hotel. 
[Mildura Cultivator, Sat 2 June 1888] 
 
My comment: That means he came to Wentworth about 1859. 
 
____________________ 
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Jun 1888   Sturt's Meadows Station For Sale. 
 
Friday 29th June 1888. 
 
STURT'S MEADOWS STATION, 
in the  
ALBERT DISTRICT of NEW SOUTH WALES. 
 
Situate on the Barrier Range, and 
Adjoining Mount Gipps, Langawirra, Corona, and Gualta Stations. 
 
ETTERSHANK, EAGLESTONE, and MANN (with Harrison, Jones, and Devlin Limited, Sydney) 
have received instructions from MRS WALLACE to SELL by PUBLIC AUCTION, at Menzies 
Hotel, Melbourne, on Friday, 19th June next, at three o'clock, 
 
That extensive property known as 
 
STURT'S MEADOWS, 
Comprising the following blocks:- 
Sturt's Meadows 
Sturt's Meadows North 
Badjerigarn 
Gardiner's Creek, and 
East Tanyarto. 
 
Also 
 
The Waverley block, with a total area of about  
262,600 acres. 
 
With the run will be sold 
42,000 sheep 
100 horses. 
 
The run is situate on the Barrier Range, and adjoins Mount Gipps station, which has just been 
floated into a company for £200,000, and Corona station, also recently sold. The country is of 
the soundest and healthiest character, and consists of rolling downs and large plains, while 
the feed comprises a great variety of grasses and herbage, salt and cotton bush, &c., of the 
most fattening description. About 25,000 fat sheep have been sold off the station during the 
past year. 
 
The run is fenced and subdivided into 10 sheep paddocks and three horse paddocks, and is 
watered by wells, tanks, and two large lakes, one containing three to four years' supply, the 
other with two years' supply. 
 
The improvements are substantial, and the run is capable of carrying 45,000 sheep in any 
season, but with a further small outlay the carrying capabilities can be increased. At the 
homestead there is a house of eight rooms, semi-detached cottage of five rooms, large 
underground tank, store with underground cellar, stable, chaffhouse, blacksmith's shop, two-
roomed cottage, men's hut, kitchen, and woolshed for 20 shearers, with Ferrier's improved 
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wool-press. All these buildings are of stone. 300 acres of land have been purchased to secure 
all the leading waters. 
 
The stock have been most carefully culled during the past three seasons, everything inferior 
having been fattened and sold. 
 
This station is only 50 miles from Broken-hill, which affords a splendid market for fat stock. 
Owing to railway facilities, the wool can be most expeditiously delivered at the seaboard, and 
at a minimum cost. 
 
As shearing commences in this district about first week in August, the sheep at time of 
delivery will be full fleeced, thus giving an immediate return from the clip estimated at 
£11,000. The increase, which is estimated at 14,000, will also be given in, which will enable a 
buyer to at once sell an equal number of fat stock. 
 
Plans can be seen and further information obtained from Ettershank, Eaglestone, and Mann, 
Melbourne, or Harrison, Jones, and Devlin Limited, Sydney, who will give intending buyers 
every facility for inspecting the property. 
The Argus (Melbourne)  20 June 1888. 
 
_______________ 
 

1888     The 'Star' presented to Mr. W. G. Pearce and Mr Peel. 
 
The 'Star' was presented by Kedhive of Egypt to every member of the Soudan Contingent. 
Two Wentworth people received the honour - Mr. W. G. Pearce and Mr. Pell. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 2 June 1888] 
 
__________________ 
 

1888    Distances Goolwa (SA) to Wentworth and Mildura. 
 
Distances, in miles, up the Murray from Goolwa [mouth of the Murray River] in South 
Australia. 
 
Goolwa. 
Watminga   552. 
Whambaloo Island   566. 
Crozier's Rocks   567. 
Moorna   583. 
Anabranch   598. 
Neilpo   610. 
Wentworth   617. 
Mildura   650. 
[Mildura Cultivator, 2 June 1888] 
 
___________________ 
 
1888    Ellerslie Hotel. 
 
Advertisement. 
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Ellerslie Hotel. 
23 Miles from Wentworth on the Darling mail-route. 
Paddocks, stabling etc. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 2 June 1888.] 
 
__________________ 
 
1888   Refrigerator at Halbert and Egge's Wentworth Butchery. 
 
Halbert and Egge     Wentworth Butchery   Sandwych Street. 
Just completed the erection of a refrigerator of large capacity which enables them to supply 
meat of the very best quality in frozen state during the summer months. 
Ice supplied. 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
__________________ 
 
1888   Browne buys cows to supply dairy products to district. 
 
Advertisement. 
Milk Milk Milk   Butter Butter Butter   S. E. BROWNE. 
Purchased dairy cattle and from 1 January will be able to supply milk every morning at 4d per 
pint, and beautiful butter twice a week at current prices. 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
___________________ 
 
1888     Notice of poison laid on Tapio and Wamberra. 
 
Notice. 
 
Poison is laid on our Tapio and Wamberra Runs for the destruction of Rabbits and Wild    
[blank]. 
 
James Ormond & Co, Tapio. 
 
Many similar notices  
eg Moorna and Bunnarungie 
 
R. Fred. Roberts, Manager. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
________________ 
 
1888     Property, Kapana, for sale. 
 
             FOR SALE 
 
Splendid 640 acre Selection. 
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With pre-emptive right of 1,960 acres. 
THE PICK OF THE LOWER DARLING. 
 
               KAPANA 
 
(Barraclough's Mail Change), the third Mail Change 
58 miles from Wentworth and 23 miles from Pooncarie. 
              
This excellent Property - with large frontage to the River Darling - is well established as a Mail 
Change, where passengers stay for meals, and also an Accommodation House. 
 
The only reason for parting with it is the decease of the late Mr Barraclough, and Mrs 
Barraclough's ill-health necessitating her residence in town. 
 
For terms, &c., apply to 
McGrouther & Flood, 
Wentworth. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
________________ 
 

1888     Property, Burtundy, for sale. 
FOR PRIVATE SALE. 
Conditional Purchase, known as  
Mr. A. Hammerstein's 
BURTUNDY. 
The area embraces 180 acres, nearly every acre of which is naturally adapted for irrigation. 
 
For further particulars apply to 
A Tonkin & Co, 
Wentworth. 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 

1888      Burtundy Hotel for sale. 
FOR SALE 
BURTUNDY HOTEL 
Apply to owner - C. Clark 
or J. Egge & Co, Wentworth. 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
[My Comment - Alfred Clark held the Publican's License for the Burtundy Hotel 1888/9.] 
 
________________ 
 
 
1888       Distances between stations Wentworth to Bourke  
 
Gives station owners or managers; also distance of each station from Wentworth. 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
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Station   Owner or Manager   Station to Station   Distance from Wentworth. 
 
WENTWORTH 
Tapio      Ormond & Co.      40mls   40mls 
Avoca      Cudmore      2mls   42mls. 
Para      Hope      51mls   93mls. 
Burtundy      Hon. J. Cumming      16mls   109mls. 
Middle Yards      Hon. J. Cumming      9mls   118mls. 
Mallara      Charles Barrit (sic)      70mls   188mls. 
Tarcoola      Darchy      3mls   191mls. 
 
Pooncarie      Township      9mls   200mls. 
Polia      Pile      40mls   240mls. 
Moorara      Barritt & Wreford      17mls   257mls. 
Cuthero [Ana ent??]      Pile      52mls   309mls. 
Tolarno      Reid      51mls   360mls. 
Netley      Dunne      5mls   365mls. 
Bothinga      Reid      46mls   411mls. 
Kinchega      Hughes      8mls   419mls. 
 
Menindie      Township      20mls   439mls. 
Pamamara      Hughes      30mls   469mls. 
Albermarle      Phelps      18mls   487mls. 
Weinteriga      Duffield      60mls   547mls. 
Tintanallogy      Staughton Bros      17mls   564mls. 
Billilla      Kelly      60mls   624mls. 
Culpaulin      McRae      20mls   644mls. 
 
Wilcannia      Township      50mls   694mls. 
Mt Murchison      Smith & Co      9mls   703mls. 
Mautee (sic)      Ayre      18mls   721mls. 
Cultowa      Suttore      105mls   826mls. 
Neyambo      Campbell      39mls   865mls. 
Walloo      Ryan      3mls   868mls. 
Mavoa      Field and Newland      26mls   894mls. 
Tankarooka      Mongovian      5mls   899mls. 
Muckambie      Mockbridge & Co.      19mls   918mls. 
Kallara      McMeikan & Co.      26mls   944mls. 
Murray's      McMeikan & Co.      35mls   979mls. 
Combad     McMeikan & Co.     5mls   984mls. 
Dunbar      McMeikan & Co.      48mls   1032mls. 
Dunlop      McMeikan & Co.      12mls   1044mls. 
 
Louth      Township      20mls   1064mls. 
Warrego Junction     McMeikan & Co.     45mls   1109mls. 
Toorale      Wilson      4mls   1113mls. 
Gundabooka      J. T. Smith      17mls   1130mls. 
Fort Bourke      J. T. Smith      33mls   1163mls.  
Yanda      J. T. Smith      6mls   1169mls. 
Nulta      J. T. Smith      17mls   1186mls. 
Jundra (sic)      J. T. Smith      19mls   1205mls. 
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O'Shannassy      Guinness      9mls   1214mls. 
 
BOURKE      Township      13mls   1227mls. 
 
___________________ 
 
 
1888      Dairy farm at Neilpo. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
Business Directory Section. 
Dairy Farm 
C H Young 
Neilpo near Wentworth. 
___________________ 
 

1888     Royal Mail Coaches to Morgan. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
Business Directory Section. 
Royal Mail Coach ads for between Wentworth and Morgan, 
 
_____________________ 
 

1888     Goats on Wentworth Common. 
 
Goats on Wentworth Common must be branded.  
People are warned that they must have their goats branded if they are to be left on the 
Common. 
 
[Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.] 
 
____________________ 
 
1888   Balance Sheet for Wentworth Commons for year ending 31 Dec 1888. 
 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for Year ending 31 Dec 1888. 
 
Revenue. 
To Balance last Audit   £87-12-8. 
Cash in hand last Audit   £0-10-8. 
Common Fees   £117-9-6. 
Total   £205-12-10. 
 
Expenditure. 
By Herdsmen, salary   £144-0-0. 
Audit Fees   £2-2-0. 
Pastures and Stock Board   £0-17-8. 
Puntage for 1887   £5-0-0. 
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Printing, advertising, &c.   £2-0-0. 
Cash in hand   £0-0-2. 
Balance, as per Pass-book   £51-13-0. 
Total   £205-12-10. 
 
Signed:  J O Edwards, Mayor. 
            F W Wilkes, Council Clerk. 
 
We have examined the books etc and have found the statements to be correct. 
George A Chalklen and John McGrowther, Auditors. 
Council Chambers, 22 Jan 1889. 
 
[Government Gazette, p.897 1888.] 
____________________ 
 
1889   Polling Places in Wentworth Electoral District. 
 
Polling Places in Electoral District of Wentworth to elect Members of the Legislative 
Assembly: 
Menindie 
Pooncaira 
Wentworth 
Moama 
Euston 
Lake Victoria 
Victoria Lake Station 
Malley Cliffs (near Tolarno) 
Para East 
Gol Gol 
Popiltah. 
 
[Government Gazette, 19 Jan 1889.] 
 
____________________ 
 
1889   Amended Wentworth By-laws regarding Pollution of Surface and Ground Water. 
 
Amended By-laws for the Borough of Wentworth. 
 
At a special meeting of the Council on 21 Dec 1888, it was resolved that the By-law No.111 be 
amended by adding the words: 
"Or shall suffer any bath-water, soap-suds, or any fluid other than stormwater to flow into any 
water-table, in any street or lane," after the word "roads". 
 
Amended By-law No.111. 
Any person casting filth, rubbish, or any dead animal into any public water course, sewer, 
waterhole, drain, or reservoir;  
Or who shall suffer any dead animal to remain on his or hers or their land or premises, so 
as to become a nuisance; 
Or who shall suffer filth of any kind whatsoever to flow from their premises over the 
footways of the streets or roads; 
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Or who shall suffer any bathwater from the above within the Municipality,  
Shall be subject to a penalty of not more than £10 nor less than £2. 
 
J O Edwards, Mayor. 
F W Wilkes, Council Clerk, Council Chambers, 21 Dec 1888.   
 
[Government Gazette, p.1749,  21 Dec 1888.] 
 
_______________  
 
1889     Rates of assessment of Stock at Wentworth. 
 
Pasture and Stock Protection Acts. 
Board of Directors of Pasture Protection Act have made a rate for the District of Wentworth of 
one penny per head of large stock, horses and cattle, and one shilling and a halfpenny per 
100 sheep.  
 
All owners liable (of 10 large stock and 100 sheep) are required to pay amounts forthwith. 
 
Robert Tully, Chairman.  Dated at Wentworth 9 May 1889. 
 
[Government Gazette, p.3595, 9 May 1889.] 
 
__________________ 
 
1889   Tenders called for Bridge over Darling River. 
 
Tenders called for the supply of steel and iron work for the erection of the Bridge over the 
Darling River at Wentworth. Tenders will be received up to 8 May 1889. 
Dated 12 April 1889. 
 
11 April 1889.    To Bridge Manufacturers and Others. 
Tenders are invited for the supply of Steel and Iron Work for Bridge over the Darling River at 
Wentworth.  
 
Contract No.1 [even though in Gazette after the other one]  
- Tenders to comprise a bulk sum for supply only. 
- It is to be distinctly stated in tender whether it is proposed to manufacture the Bridge in 
the Colonies, or to import it. Tenders may be sent giving alternative bulk sums for 
manufacture in the Colonies or for importation. 
 
[Government Gazette, 11 & 12 April 1889.] 
_____________________ 
 
1889      Balance Sheets for Municipality of Wentworth  
for Half-year ending 5 Aug 1889. 
 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for Half-year ending 5 August 1889. 
 
Revenue. 
To Balance in A.J.S. Bank   £282-0-8. 
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Cash in hand   £3-17-9 1/2. 
General Rates   £168-19-4. 
Water Rates   £60-16-2. 
Government subsidy   £53-19-7. 
Rent, Punt   £29-13-1 1/2. 
Miscellaneous   £6-3-0. 
Outstanding cheque   £2-4-9. 
Total   £607-14-5. 
 
Expenditure. 
By labour and street work   £106-19-4. 
Labour material, Water Supply Works   £120-19-2. 
Engineer's salary   £72-0-0. 
Contracts   £25-10-0. 
Nuisance Prevention Act   £13-6-6. 
Repairs to Punt-house and boat   £9-14-9. 
Printing and advertising   £20-19-2. 
Legal expenses   £10-10-0. 
Council Clerk's salary   £52-10-0.  
Irrigation Scheme expenses   £30-0-0. 
Auditors and Poll Clerk   £6-6-0. 
Valuers   £6-6-0. 
Misc.   £1-10-5. 
Outstanding cheque last audit   £39-15-4. 
Exchange   £0-2-0. 
Postage, telegrams and petty cash   £6-0-0. 
Balance as per Pass-book   £79-15-7. 
Total   £607-14-4. 
 
Signed: McMahon, Mayor. 
George A Chalklen and John McGrowther, Auditors. 
9 Aug 1889. 
 
[Government Gazette, p.6053,  9 Aug 1889.] 
_________________ 
 
1889    Mail Contracts concerning Wentworth. 
 
Contracts from 1 Jan 1889. 
No.266   Z & S BURTON of Wentworth. 
Postal lines: 
Hay, Maude, Oxley and Balranald by direct route. 
(Once a week and when practicable via Gilam and Nap Nap mailbox, which is on the north side 
of the river.) 
120 miles. 
3 times a week; coach and 3 horses. 
£1,150. 
Contract terminates 31 Dec 1889. 
 
 
No.271   Z & S BURTON of Wentworth (Contractors). 
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Balranald, Euston, Gol Gol and Wentworth. 
146 miles. 
3 times a week; 4 horse coach. 
£695. 
Contract terminates 31 Dec 1889. 
 
 
No.272   Michael CHARTERS of Euriowie. 
Wentworth, Pooncarie, Menindie, and Wilcannia. 
280 miles. 
Twice a week; Coach and 2 or 4 horses. 
£2,200. 
Contract terminates 31 Dec 1891. 
 
 
No.273   Patrick O'NEIL and James NICHOLAS of Broken Hill. 
Wentworth and Broken Hill, via the Ana-branch ad Mr Cudmore's Popiltah Station. 
205 miles. 
Once a week; Coach and 2 horses. 
£900. 
Contract terminates 31 Dec 1891. 
 
[Government Gazette, 14 Jan 1889, pp.799-828.] 
 
__________________ 
 

1889   Chemists and Druggists in Wentworth and Menindie. 

 
Register of Chemists and Druggists. 
 
Daniel TOMLINSON of Wentworth. 
In business as a chemist and druggist. 
 
John BIRKHILL of Menindie. 
Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of NSW. 
 
[Government Gazette, 25 Jan 1889, p.731.] 
 
________________ 
1889   Ministers of Religion in Wentworth. 
 
Register of Ministers of Religion who can celebrate marriages in the Colony of NSW. 
 
Church of England  -  Diocese of Riverina. 
Isaac John SPARLING of Wentworth. 
Registry District - Wentworth. 
 
Roman Catholic  -  Diocese of Wilcannia. 
Patrick Richard DAVOREN of Wentworth. 
Registry District - Wentworth. 
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Presbyterian Church of NSW. 
Robert J SMITH, BA, of Wentworth. 
Registry District - Wentworth. 
 
[Government Gazette, 25 Jan 1889, pp.669-676.] 
 
_________________ 
 
1890     Billiard, Spirit Merchants', and Auctioneers' Licenses  
for Wentworth and Menindie Licensing Districts. 
 
BILLIARD LICENSES. 
Wentworth Licensing District. 
George BEECHER    Royal Hotel, Euston. 
John DUNN   Wentworth Hotel, Wentworth. 
Mary A JOHNS   Crown Hotel, Wentworth. 
Thomas KINANE   Euston Hotel, Euston. 
 
Menindie Licensing District. 
John H GORDON   Menindie [No further information given.] 
Henry J HARDEGAN   Crown Hotel, Menindie. 
 
 
SPIRIT MERCHANTS' LICENSES. 
Issued from 1st to 31st Jan 1890. 
John Gibson PROUDFOOT. 
Wentworth Licensing District. 
Premises - Murray-terrace, Euston. 
From 30 Jan 1890 to 29 Jan 1891. 
 
James B. MACKENZIE. 
Menindie Licensing District. 
Premises - Menindie. 
From 23 Jan 1890 to 22 Jan 1891. 
 
 
AUCTIONEERS' LICENSES. 
Wentworth Licensing District. 
William BOWRING. 
George W CHALKLIN. 
John Oliver EDWARDS. 
William B. GUNN. 
William James HOLDING. 
William James LESLIE. 
Charles G McMAHON 
Frederick W WILKES. 
 
Menindie Licensing District. 
Robert SCOBIE. 
David EDWARDS. 
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Government Gazette, p.1291, 1890. 
_______________ 

1891    A few Mail Contracts. 
 
Wentworth, Pooncarie, Menindie, and Wilcannia, twice a week -  
Kidman Bros. and Nicholas,  
2 or 3 horse coach,  
3 years contract, £1775 per annum. 
 
Wentworth and Broken Hill, via the Anabranch and Mr Cudmore's Popiltah Station, once a 
week -  
Kidman Bros. and Nicholas,  
2 or 3 horse coach,  
3 years contract, £595 per annum. 
 
Wilcannia, "Victoria Hotel", Tarella, Yandarloo, Cobham, Milparinka, The Albert, and 
Tibooburra, via Mena Murtie, Kayrunnera, Morden and Yanderberry, twice a week -  
Kidman Bros. and Nicholas,  
2 or 3 horse coach,  
3 years contract, £1200 per annum. 
 
Wilcannia, Mount Gipps, Round Hill, and Broken Hill, twice a week -  
Thomas Byrne,  
4 horse coach,  
3 years contract, £300 per annum, conditionally. 
Government Gazette 1891. 
 
_______________ 
 

Sep 1891  Young girls sent from Broken Hill for six months in Wentworth Gaol for 
vagrancy. 
 
Mary PREVILLE and Clara LAMBERT, the young girls charged with vagrancy, were brought 
up for sentencing this afternoon. The mother of the former appeared in court, and stated that 
the accused had gone utterly beyond her control. Lambert's father wrote stating that since his 
wife died he had been unable to entice the girl to remain at home. The magistrate commented 
severly on the conduct of the girls, and imposeda six months' sentence of imprisonment on 
each in Wentworth Gaol. 
 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) 3 Sep 1891. 
 
__________________ 
 

1893      Wentworth District Sheep Brands and Marks.  
 
[Only a very few copied] 
Fire; Tar; Earmark. 
 
No124. SMITH W.M.  
Middle Yards, Wentworth   
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Brand: ^  over S;  Brand No.713.       
 
No125. WEAVER A.J.  
Studley, Pooncaira  
Brand: Y ;   Brand No.617.                      
 
No126. Australian Mortgage Land and Finance Co. 
Tarcoola, Pooncara 
Brand: | |   D ; Brand No.553.  
 
No127. Australian Mortgage Land and Finance Co. 
Pan Ban, Pooncara                 (horizontal) 
Brand: | |   D (horizontal); Brand No.553. 
 
(Trustees of late T. DARCHY transferred markings for Tarcoola and Pan Ban to the Aust 
Mortgage Land & Finance Co).  
 
No128. DARCHY Michael     
Cornogie, Pooncara 
Brand: (half circle) Brand No.730. 
 
129 SANDS A.W.  
Malla Cliffs, Wentworth 
Brand: O ; Brand No.177. 
 
(Trustees of late T. DARCHY transferred markings for Tarcoola and Pan Ban to the Aust 
Mortgage Land & Finance Co). 
 
Horse and Cattle Brands 
Brand; Stock; Number. 
 
Luke BARRACLOUGH  
Duthy's (sic) Bend, Pooncara. 
Brand: LB (reversed L & B on its side) H; Brand No.70020.  
 
Charles Henry SMITH.  
Windgellie, Tareena, Wentworth.  
Brand: CS   HC;   Brand No.  70975. 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
From Dec 1893   Garrett Byrnes in newspapers [my family] 
 
[Included here because he was born at Menindee at the time of the Burke and Wills 
expedition, and then spent a good deal of his life on properties along the Darling River. 
Rusheen.] 
 
Accident at the Garrett Byrnes' Darling Hotel. 
An unfortunate accident occurred about midday last Monday at the Darling Hotel (the 
Wentworth paper reports). It appears that a boat got adrift, and taking advantage of the 
occupants of the house being at dinner, a man named Lewis stripped off his clothes and 
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attempted to swim after the boat. At this stage, hearing his cries, Mr. Garrett Byrnes, the 
licensee, and a man named Wright ran out and jumped into the water, Byrnes making for 
the boat to have it in readiness, and Wright for the drowning man. Before he reached him, 
however, Lewis sank and never rose again. The body was recovered on Tuesday night and 
an inquiry held on Wednesday. As the deceased was a good swimmer, it is supposed he must 
have got a cramp, which prevented his swimming. 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  22 Dec 1893. 
 
 
Land Board sitting in Menindie on Friday and Saturday. 
HL 96-8  Garrett Byrnes. 
Extension of time till 7 Aug 1900, recommended to complete fencing. 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  Tues. 3 Oct 1899. 
 
 
Mr. J. P. Martin of Bourke reports having sold privately Glenariff station, comprising 
160,000 acres, together with 17,000 sheep, cattle, horses, and plant. Mr. Garrett Byrnes 
being the purchaser. 
Sydney Morning Herald  15 June 1908.  
[Glenariff is near Byrock which is near Bourke.] 
 
 
Death BYRNES 
Feb 7, 1912, died at Sydney Hospital, of enteric fever, Garrett Byrnes, late of Glenariff 
station, aged 50 years. Regretted by all who knew him. R.I.P.  Broken Hill papers please copy. 
Inserted by friends. 
Sydney Morning Herald,  9 Feb 1912. 
 
Became ill on a ship returning to Sydney; Buried at Waverley Cemetery, overlooking the sea, 
so different to the West where he had spent his life. 
 
I also have the details of the Homestead Leases held by Garrett. 
Rusheen Craig, Aug 2012. 
 
___________________ 
 
Dec 1893   The building of the Bridge over the Darling at Wentworth. 
 
PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, December 6. 
 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 
 
Mr. LYNE, in answer to Mr. Wright, said that tenders were called in 1890 for the construction 
of the bridge at Wentworth - for 
(a) the supply of ironwork, 
(b) the erection of the bridge, and  
(c) the construction of approaches. 
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The following were received : - 
(a) 
J. McCormick,   £4015 - 9 - 6; 
J. F. Carson,   £4032 - 6 - 9; 
R. M. Stewart and Co.,   £4398 - 7 - 7; 
G. E. Fulton and Co.,   £4965 - 17 - 1; 
J. McCormick's tender was accepted. 
 
(b) 
E. C. Davis,   £7200; 
J. Wishart,   £9100; 
D. G. McLean,   £10,000; 
Owing to difficulty respecting the deposit of the lowest tenderer, fresh tenders were called 
with the following result : - 
A. P. Wood,   £7990; 
Augustus McSweeney,   £9480; 
A. P. Wood's tender was accepted. 
 
(c) 
Sylvester Byrnes,   £1404 - 10 - 10; 
J. O. Edwards,   £1750; 
James Doyle,   £1917 - 10 - 0. 
Sylvester Byrnes' tender was accepted. 
 
After a certain portion of the work had been done, and owing to the failure of A. P. Wood to 
carry out his contract, it was cancelled, and the work was completed by day labour. 
 
The total cost (including extras on contracts, carriage of ironwork for lift bridge to site, cost 
and carriage to site of ironwork for truss spans, borings, supervision and incidential expenses, 
none of which were included in the tenders referred to above) was: 
£21,122 - 17 - 8. 
Sydney Morning Herald.  6 December 1893. 
 
_________________ 
 
Jun 1894   Registration as a club of Wentworth Jockey Club by A.J.C. 
 
Registration as a club was yesterday granted to Wentworth Jockey Club by the A.J.C., and the 
Camden Haven race meeting also received the necessary permit from the governing body. 
Sydney Morning Herald  8 June 1894. 
__________________ 
 

Aug 1894   The Township of Wentworth at the Junction of the Rivers Darling and Murray.  
 
Drawn from photographs supplied by Mr. H. P. Heslop.  
 
Also article - Wentworth, A Frontier Township of New South Wales. 
1.   Wentworth Hospital. 
2.   Junction of the Murray and Darling Rivers. 
3.   The steamers Gem and Ruby lying at the Wharf in high water. 
4.   The Pearl and Gem lying below the wharf in low water. 
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5.   Bridge over Tchilltalcurra Creek. 
6.   River barges being towed through bridge. 
7.   Giant Water Tower, Wentworth. 
8.   The Church of England, Wentworth. 
9.   On the River. 
 Sketches can be seen online at National Library of Australia 
nla.gov.au/nla.news-article71262386 
 
Wentworth, A Frontier Township of New South Wales. 
The township of Wentworth is situated on the right bank of the River Darling, at its confluence 
with the Murray, about 500 miles south-west of Sydney, and about 400 miles north-west 
of Melbourne.  
 
It is now 65 years since Captain Sturt discovered the site upon which Wentworth now 
stands, on that memorable occasion when his humane disposition led him to retrace his steps 
to the Murray rather than destroy the results of the blacks' labors. Since then the scene has 
changed in a remarkable manner, for with the publication of the particulars of the country, 
many hardy settlers wended their way to the lands on either side of the rivers, and so the 
necessity became apparent for a central depot for supplies, and attention was turned to the 
excellent site for a township at the junction of the two rivers.  
 
The first house in Wentworth was an accommodation house, for which a licence was 
granted years ago, although prior to that there were many tents in existence. This house 
was of the old bark and slab type, and its site is now marked by the modern Wentworth 
Hotel. After that the township grew slowly but surely to its present proportions. Wentworth 
was proclaimed a municipality in 1879, since which time it has undergone considerable 
improvement. A few years ago it had a population of over 1000 souls, but of late years, 
owing to a series of general depression in the pastoral industries of the district, and a falling 
off of river trade, the population has decreased, and it is doubtful if it now exceeds 750.  
 
In spite of the falling off already referred to, the shipping trade still assumes large 
proportions, vessels from the Darling and both ends of the Murray having to clear the 
Customs here when passing. Among the craft trading on the river are to be found some very 
fine vessels, in many of which the accommodation for passengers is equal to the best. An 
illustration of this is afforded by the photo of the River Murray Navigation Company's 
steamers Gem and Ruby below the wharf. These pictures also afford illustration of high and 
low water, and it will be seen from the former that the wharf on account of its sloping 
structure will only conveniently admit of one vessel loading at a time. For the same 
reason the two boats in the second picture have had to moor to the bank in low water, at 
which time the wharf in some parts becomes too high. It is safe to assert that in high water 
considerably more than half of the structure is under water. 
 
Amongst the latest additions to the public works of the town is the fine bridge over the 
Darling, which has already been commented on and described in the Town and Country 
Journal, and the accompanying illustration shows the first load of wool from the Darling 
passing through en route to South Australia. This wool passed down in the steamer South 
Australian and two barges on September 20,  1893, and numbered over 2000 bales, weighing 
in all 390 tons. This is an illustration of the importance of Wentworth as a shipping port, 
many such cargoes having to enter and clear the Customs every season. All this wool goes 
either to South Australia or Victoria, and the bulk of the supplies for its producers comes from 
those ports, as the present means of communication with Sydney are so remote; and it is safe 
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to assume that by the construction of a light line of railway to Hay, which was advocated 
strenuously so far back as September, 1879, the whole of the trade of the Darling would be 
diverted to Sydney. 
 
Wentworth has many fine public buildings, most of which are in the main thoroughfare, 
Darling-street, which runs parallel to the river. The Wentworth Hospital is prettily situated 
on the east bank of the Darling, and affords relief to the suffering from hundreds of miles 
round.  
 
There are five religious denominations, the Church of England, Weslyan, Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian and a branch of the Salvation Army. Each has its own particular place of worship, 
the first-named being the finest church, a brick and stone building adjoining the public school.  
 
There is also a Mechanics' Institute and Hall, with over 1000 volumes, a water tower and 
fire tower, both upwards of 60 feet in height; and many other fine buildings including a large 
gaol. The Federal Standard newspaper circulates weekly through the district. 
 
Opposite the wharf the Tchilltaleurra Creek in high water connects the Darling with the 
Murray River and provides a very pleasant excursion ground. This creek is now spanned by 
a fine timber beam bridge, which is of great convenience to travellers to Mildura. The only 
place of interest to the traveller in quest of scenery is the junction of the two rivers.  
 
The soil and climate of the district are admirably adapted for fruit growing and general 
irrigation purposes, and here are many fine gardens in the town. In this direction an 
Irrigation Bill was passed a few years ago, vesting the temporary common comprising 10,000 
acres of splendid land in the hands of the municipal council as trustees, but up to the present 
time very little has been accomplished, and the scheme now stands in abeyance for want of 
funds. An effort is being made to establish a limited liability company to carry on this work, 
but it is yet too early to make any comments upon it. 
 
Australian Town and Country Journal, 4 Aug 1894. 
 
__________________ 
 

1894 A few Menindie District Sheep Brands and Marks.  
Government Gazette 1894. 
 
Paint / Tar; Earmark 
No.225. EGGE R. J., Butcher, Menindie.  
Earmark No.814. 
 
No.224. KEIGHRAN James, Mount Gipps, P.O.  
JK (J on side above K). 
 
No.226. WILLIAMS John, Bit Late H.L., Round Hill  
Earmark No.354. 
 
_______________________ 
Jul 1895   The Menindie Races. 
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The Menindie races, held on Wednesday and Thursday last, may be described as a success. 
The attendance was not large, but the fields were good and the racing possessed great 
interest. The course cannot be said to be a highly improved property, and if the committee 
were to economise for a time with the object of erecting a few buildings which are almost 
indispensable the ultimate result would be an improvement in the club's prospects. The 
course is fenced; but there is no stand, weighing room, jockeys' room, or saddling 
paddock. The publican's booth and refreshment room are primative structures. Jockeys, in 
order to dress, have to seek the seclusion of a hollow in the ridge of sand which forms the 
background to the judge's box. 
 
The officials carried out their duties faultlessly. Mr. S. Klemm is the secretary, and it is 
mainly owing to his exertions that the race club in such a small place is able to give away £160 
in prizes at one meeting. Mr. "Tobby" Martin, the genial Irishman who runs the comfortable 
hostelry at Speculation Lake, weilded the flag very expertly; and Mr. W. Maiden, as judge, 
gave general satisfaction. 
 
The Maiden Race was won easily by Pathfinder, with Maggie Moore second, and the favorite 
(Archer) third. Archer was a strange horse, and he looked the pick of the basket, although 
manifestly out of condition. He is coming to Broken Hill. Pathfinder, the winner, is by Napper 
Tandy out of Nancy Tandy, and was bred on Moolbong station, in the Hillston district. His sire 
is fashionably bred, being by Marybyrnong-Cremorne. Mr. J. E. Brewer has a full brother to 
Pathfinder (Maori) running at Melbourne. Pathfinder is for sale for £40. 
 
Wallace's win in the Flying Handicap was lucky. Muscadine was "dotty" in the near foreleg, 
and this prevented her extending herself. 
 
Old Trooper was a favorite for the Hack Race, but he never had a hope. Harry Gillett allowed 
Taloula to run unbacked, never dreaming that he could win; but the outsider simply romped 
home. 
 
Taloula is believed to be a full brother to Arctic. He is out of Toorale, but there is some doubt 
as to whether Pacific or Yandaroo is the sire. Toorale, the dam, is a rare bred 'un; she is by 
Chandos out of Primula, by Yattendon, the sire of the famous Chester. Harry Gillett is tired of 
Arctic, whom he offered for sale at Menindie for £50. I doubt, however, whether he was in 
earnest. Ted Miller, who is no mean judge, says Arctic is worth £100 at least, as he gives 
promise of developing into a first-class hurdle racer. 
 
Recluse won the Menindie Handicap in a ridiculously easy style. "Bob" Findlay had her in 
great buckle, and she left her opponents as if they were standing still. Recluse is a full sister to 
Violin and Hermit, each of whom has distinguished himself. Little Pearl, by The Englishman, 
was second. Had the going been good she might have won, as she is on the small side. Magic 
was third, after leading the field a cracker for the most of the journey. 
 
On the second day the programme opened with the Hurdle Race, for which there was a big 
field. There was no pronounced favorite, but Bluff and Rabbi had a large following. Mr. 
Phillips' horse went to the front early in the race, and never made a mistake. Half a mile from 
home it looked any odds on Bluff; but Simply Jim came from the rear at the second hurdle 
from home and cut the Broken Hill horse down. Too much use was made of Bluff at the start, 
and he was badly managed at the jumps; otherwise he should have won. Simple Jim is by Wee 
Jim, out of Rowena, a Wild Eagle mare that Mr. C. G. McMahon used to own. 
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Recluse (9st.) was an even money favorite for the Darling Handicap, and she flattered her 
supporters right up to the distance; but here The Commodore (8st.) came with an electric 
rush and beat the mare after a great finish by a length, with Little Pearl (8st. 4lb.) third. 
 
The Commodore is one of Mr. S. G. Cook's cast-offs. He was bred in South Australia, being 
by the Englishman - Excelsior. As a three year old he won a £200 selling race at Caulfield, with 
little "Billy" Smith, who had ridden at Broken Hill in the saddle. He also carried off the 
Aspendale Park Handicap, of 100 sovs., and the Mordiallo Handicap of 70 sovs.  In the latter 
race he carried 7 st. 8lb., and defeated John S. (9st. 7lb) and Clinker (6st 7lb.). The Commodore 
is now 7 years old. He is not engaged in the chief events at Broken Hill, but I believe he is 
coming over with Simple Jim. Both horses are owned by Mr. "Syl" Byrnes, of Pooncarie. 
 
Brungle was favorite for the Forced, but Coorie and Pathfinder both beat him. He had only just 
arrived from Wilcannia, and was half-starved, tired, and short of work. Pathfinder was a good 
second. 
 
"Roy" Harper got a nasty spill in the Hurdle Race. Magic fell and rolled on him. Ginger and 
Smoking also came down. 
 
Joe Lee is coming over to Broken Hill with Olive, a pony which has a big reputation on the 
river. She will be nominated for the B.H.R.A. races in August. Lee is sending McGregor back to 
Wilcannia. The gelding has gone amiss, and will not fulfil his engagement in the Hurdle Race at 
the Hill. 
 
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  Monday 1 July 1895. 
 
__________________ 
 
Mar 1896   Sale of Lake Victoria Station. 
 
Messrs. Powers, Rutherford, and Co. report having sold by public auction, at Scott's Hotel 
yesterday, the Lake Victoria Station, situated near Wentworth, on the River Murray, in the 
Darling district of New South Wales, together with the stock and plant thereon.  
 
Lake Victoria Station comprises 9,864 acres of freehold land, 2,786 acres of conditionally 
purchased land, 640 acres of conditionally leased land, and 701,712 acres, forming the 
leasehold area of Lake Victoria pastoral holding No. 170, in the western division of New South 
Wales. 
 
The stock consists of 70,000 sheep, 400 cattle, and 140 horses. 
 
The property was finally knocked down for a lump sum of £50,000 to the executors of the late 
Alexander Armstrong.  
 
The Argus (Melbourne)  26 March 1896. 
 
________________________ 
 
Oct 1896   McMahon's gelding for sale. 
 
THIS DAY 
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KIRK'S BAZAAR. 
 
Campbell and Sons are instructed by Mr C. G. McMahon, Wentworth, N.S.W., to SELL by 
AUCTION, this day, at half-past twelve o'clock: 
Brown gelding, 5 years, by a Snowden colt, dam by Panic, fst, and jumps hurdles splendidly; 
never started in a race. 
 
Argus (Melbourne)  26 Oct 1896. 
 
__________________ 
 
Oct 1896    Dickens and Trollope meet Lord Brassey at Wentworth. 
 
Windsor and Richmond Gazette, 24 Oct 1896. 
At Wentworth last week Mr. F. Trollope, son of Anthony Trollope, and Mr. E. Bulwer Lytton 
Dickens, son of Charles Dickens, were introduced to Lord Brassey, who said he was pleased to 
meet an out-back Australian town the sons of two of England's eminent novelists. 
 
_________________ 
 
Dec 1896   Charges against Williams & Butler (horse stealing at Moorna, attacking gaoler 
at Wentworth) & Riplin; Against McKinnon (at Pooncarie). 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday 1 December 1896. 
Quarter Sessions. 
Wentworth, Monday. 
 
The Court of Quarter Sessions for the district of Wentworth was opened here this morning, 
and was presided over by Judge Gibson, who dealt with the heaviest list of criminal cases for 
some time. Mr Bevan appeared to prosecute for the Crown. The cases comprised a charge of 
horse-stealing against three young men - Thomas BUTLER, Charles WILLIAMS, and Joseph 
RIPLIN - which was alleged to have been perpetrated at Moorna station on 16th August last, 
the horse being the property of one Alexander ANDERSON, a homestead lessee. Each of the 
accused appeared with a long array of aliases. All pleaded guilty, having nothing to say in 
extenuation or defence. Butler and Riplin each received a sentence of twelve months' 
imprisonment, the latter with separate treatment. Williams was sentenced to three years hard 
labour, Sargeant Bear having proved that there were several previous convictions against him. 
In pronouncing sentence his Honor delivered some very severe remarks. He said that the 
prisoner had not, through the previous punishments received, learned to lead an honest life.  
 
The prisoners Williams and Butler were also charged with murderously attacking James 
SHERRINGHAM, acting gaoler in charge of Wentworth Gaol, in the month of September last, 
the assault being perpetrated with broom handles, with the object of escaping from gaol. Both 
prisoners pleaded guilty. His Honor, in delivering sentence, said that the prisoners rendered 
themselves liable to penal servitude for life. It would not do to punish such outrages with a 
light hand, as there would be no safety for society. He sentenced the prisoners to seven years' 
penal servitude each. 
 
A charge of entering the bedroom of Olive MORPHETT, at Byrnes' Hotel, Pooncarie, and 
attempting a criminal assault, was preferred against William McKINNON, who pleaded guilty. 
In extenuation, he said that he made arrangements with another girl to visit her room, but by 
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mistake attempted familiarities with the girl Morphett. When he found his mistake he jumped 
through the window. The Judge said that had the prisoner given the girl any cause for shame 
he would not hesitate ordering a flogging. Sargeant Bear proved a previous conviction of 12 
months imprisonment for horse-stealing in 1891. His Honor sentenced the accused to 12 
months hard labour. Mr CRANG appeared for the accused. 
Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday 1 December 1896. 
 
[My comment: Garrett Byrnes held the license for the hotel at that time.] 
 
___________________ 
 
1898    Davie, Price, and Co. purchase the steamer Enterprise . 
The steamer Enterprise, recently purchased by Davie, Price, and Co., of Wentworth, arrived 
from South Australia and proceeded up the Darling River on Sunday morning. The firm is 
endeavouring to bring the Polia wool down in the present low state of the river.  
 
__________________ 
 
Dec 1897   Wentworth Newspaper 'Federal Standard' burns down.  
 
Riverine Recorder (Balranald), Wed 5 Jan 1898. 
By wire from our Wentworth Correspondent. 
 
Wentworth. 
[Last] Wednesday. 
The 'Federal Standard' office and adjoining premises, comprising a tailoring establishment 
and residence of the Editor, was completely gutted by fire at half past three this morning. 
They were partly covered by insurance. 
 
[Last] Thursday. 
Terrible changes passed over the town in the past 24 hours, sickness and death having left 
their mark indelibly upon the whole community.  
 
Shortly after the disastrous fire yesterday morning, Mr J. B. Woodhead, proprietor of the 
'Federal Standard' newspaper office and tailoring business, who has been suffering from the 
effects of great heat during the past week, was taken suddenly ill about 10 o'clock 
necessitating his removal to Wentworth Hospital. Upon examination it was found that he was 
suffering from mental shock which however, apparently subsided with treatment during the 
day. About 5 o'clock in the afternoon a bad change came on, and the doctor found that heat 
apoplexy had set in. He became unconscious, and after suffering for a couple of hours passed 
easily away. 
 
The death, which was very quiet, caused great consternation in the town and heartfelt 
sympathy and offers of assistance have poured in to the bereaved sons from all quarters. 
Deceased came to Wentworth with his family twenty years ago, and wihin his day has been a 
prominent townsman. He has occupied the position of Alderman, vice President and President 
of the Hospital, holding the latter position at the time of his death. He was also captain of the 
Fire Brigade, and many other positions. 
 
Another death took place yesterday afternoon when Miss Annie Stuart, a new arrival in the 
town in the employ of Mr J M Halbert, died very suddenly from heat apoplexy. Several other 
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cases have been reported, three being near death's door. The heat became alarming in its 
severity, day after day bringing no change.  
 
Mr J. B. Woodhead, proprietor of the 'Federal Standard' who died from shock and heat 
apoplexy last night, was buried this evening at 7 o'clock. There was a very large attendance, 
the band, fire Brigade, and nearly every available vehicle being present. It was the largest and 
most representative funeral in Wentworth for years. General regret and consternation is 
expressed at the sudden turn things took, there being no idea of danger until about two hours 
before he died. 
 
The premises destroyed by the fire were Woodhead's tailoring establishment and 
residence, the 'Federal Standard' office, and Mr Herbert Woodhead's private residence. 
In each case all the contents were uterly destroyed. After the fire had been brought under  the 
two safes were recovered. In one case the contents were charred but practically intact, but the 
other was totally uninjured. 
 
 
30 Dec 1897  Fire at Wentworth. 
Sydney Mail, 8 Jan 1898. 
The 'Federal Standard' newspaper office, the tailoring establishment of Mr J. B. Woodhead, 
and the residence of Mr H Woodhead, the editor of the paper, all under the same extension of 
roof, were completely gutted by fire about half-past three o'clock yesterday morning. The fire 
apparently originated in the tailoring establishment, which is situated at the corner of Darling 
and Adelaide Streets immediately opposite the Customs Office in the latter street. 
 
Crowds of people witnessed the conflagration. The brigade was assisted by outsiders, and did 
good work under extreme difficulties. The wonder is that the fire was confined to the present 
limits. Had a wind been blowing it is certain that many other places would have suffered. It is 
not known how the fire originated. 
 
The proprietor of the 'Standard', Mr J. B. Woodhead, had a narrow escape from suffocation 
before he was rescued by his eldest son. The buildings were insured by the owner, Mr J M 
Halbert, in the Commercial Union for £600, and the stock in trade and the printing plant was 
insured with Mercantile Mutual for £1750, which will not nearly cover the loss of the printing 
office alone. Mr H. Woodhead was totally uninsured, and very little was saved. 
 
A large slab produce store belonging to A Martin & Co, nearly adjoining, was saved, as were a 
tailoring workshop, stables and other outbuildings. The greater proportion of the burnt 
buildings was constructed of brick, the other parts, viz., the bedrooms, were of wood. The roof 
was of iron.  
 
After the fire had been got under two Acme safes were found. In one case the contents were 
charred, but practically intact, while in the other they were wholly uninjured. 
 
 
In 'Maud's 2nd Book of Houses' (Maud Crang 2006) there is information that adds to the 
understanding of the above newspaper report. To summarize: 
 
This was Allot 1A of Section 23 [in the middle of the town] owned by William Gunn in 1879. 
The improvements were a wood store and premises (indicating a shop and living quarters) 
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rented by Miss Agnes Stewart. ... Gunn built a banking office and manager's residence - tenants 
the Commercial Banking Co of Sydney (CBC).  In 1885 on Gunn's death it passed to his son. ... 
 
" After the closure of the CBC, Mr JB Woodhead and his family became the tenants of the houses. 
The banking office was used for one year by Mr HG Price as his Law Office. In 1897 it may have 
become the office for Mr HH Woodhead, editor of the Federal Standard. Mr Andrew Woodhead 
was already using the shed, at the rear of the property for the family's printing business.   
 
A disastrous fire occurred in December 1897 and this resulted in the sad death from shock of the 
elderly Mr JB Woodhead. 
 
At the time of the fire, the property was owned by JM Halbert." 
 
__________________ 
 

Dec 1898  Augustus Christian Geyer bankrupt. 

 
Law Report. 
BANKRUPTCY COURT. 
EXAMINATION UNDER SECTION 30. 
 
Re A. C. Geyer, Mr Windeyer, instructed by Messrs Fisher and Macansh, appeared for the 
official assignee (Mr A. H. Palmer), and examined the bankrupt, Augustus Christian Geyer, 
as to the business carried on by him and his brother, since deceased, as chemists and 
storekeepers at Wentworth and Wilcannia. 
 
The examination closed. 
Sydney Morning Herald. 19 December 1898.  
 
____________________ 
1899    Death of John Owen 5 miles from Menindie. 
Riverine Recorder, Wed 26 Apr 1899. 
A lad named Ferguson while searching for some lost horses on Saturday morning, discovered 
the remains of John Owen, near Talywaka Creek, five miles from Menindie. Deceased was a 
pioneer land-holder. He left home on Friday, taking enough food for two days, intending to 
take his sheep back to the paddock of his Homestead Lease. Ferguson's attention was drawn 
by the sound of the dogs barking as he approached the spot where the body was found. 
Deceased's two sheepdogs were lying one on each side of the body. 
_______________________ 
 
Nov 1899   Death of James Thomson Smith, early Wentworth resident. 
 
Another very old resident of the district passed away last Monday morning in the person of 
Mr. James Thomson Smith, whose death occurred at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. 
Newman, Wentworth. The deceased gentleman was a native of Dundee, Scotland, and was 60 
years of age, was a colonist of 47 years standing, having arrived in Melbourne in 1852, 
shortly afterwards taking up residence in South Australia. 
 
He resided for a time at Balhannah, and a few years later in 1859 came up to Wentworth. 
Here he carried on the business of general storekeeper for many years, during which time 
he proved himself to be a very valuable citizen. Singularly enough the house in which he spent 
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his last hours, which had long since passed out of his hands, was the house he built himself 
and resided in long years ago. There were very few houses in those days and it was one of the 
first built in that quarter at any rate.  
 
Leaving Wentworth he took up his residence at Sturts Billabong where he was engaged in 
hotel keeping1, and afterwards went to Wilcannia. There he had a lot to do in the coach 
agency business and resided for a lengthy period, after which he settled down with his son 
at Middle Yards, River Darling. 
 
Prior to his death he had been ailing for about for about 8 months and it will be remembered 
that he came down to see the doctor a few months ago, going on to Adelaide for treatment. 
There he was advised that an operation was necessary, but it was of so serious and dangerous 
character that it was almost impossible for him to survive it, and he decided not to go under it. 
It is about three months since he returned and from that time his condition grew rapidly 
worse, until death relieved him of the painful illness, which he had suffered with so much 
fortitude and patience. 
 
Deceased leaves a widow and four sons and four daughters to mourn his loss, Mrs. Smith, 
who is still in Wentworth with her daughter, bears up well under her trouble. Deceased was 
the father of Messrs. William Smith, Middle Yards2, Sydney Smith, Cuthero, and Mrs. Newman, 
Wentworth, and there are also two other sons and three daughters living. The ailment from 
which the deceased suffered was a cancer on the tongue, and the exhaustion caused by this 
trouble brought about his death. Very deep sympathy is felt for Mrs. Smith and the members 
of the deceased family in their bereavement. 
 
The funeral took place on Tuesday afternoon when many old friends followed the remains to 
their last resting place, the burial service being impressively read by the Rev. Howard 
Fleming.  
Federal Standard (Wentworth), 4 Nov 1899. 
 
 
1. Sturts Billabong Hotel, Darling River, Wentworth district, opened in 1868 with James 
Thomson SMITH holding the license from 1868 to 1872/3.  
Rusheen Craig from Government Gazettes.  
 
2.  Middle Yards. 
- In 1888 listed as belonging to Hon. J. Cumming, and being 9 miles from Burtundy the next 
property down-river along the Darling, and as being 118 miles from Wentworth. 
Wentworth Advocate, 14 June 1888.  
-  1893 Sheep Brands. 
No124.  SMITH W. M.  
Middle Yards, Wentworth   
Brand: ^  over S;  Brand No.713.       
Rusheen Craig from 1893 Government Gazette.  
 
________________ 
 

1900   Yewen's Directory  - Wentworth (Cal Lal Division) 
 
Wentworth District.   
Cal Lal Division.  



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 358 

 
CAL LAL P.O. 
Mc GREGOR John - Bell Grove. 
POLLARD John - Big Bend. 
THOMAS Mary - Cliff House. 
WILKINSON James - Lindsay Cliff. 
 
TAREENA P.O. 
ALLEN William. 
Australian M. L. & Finance Co. Ltd - Lake Victoria Station. 
BRAND Harry - Frenchman's Hut. 
GIBB William J. - Porkie Pine. 
HIGGINS John - Kulcurna. 
MORPHET Mary E. - McPherson.  
PLUSH Frederick - Pine Tree Hotel. 
ROBERTSON John H. - Boundary Run. 
SCADDING Bros. - Wangamana. 
SMITH Miss Ada. 
 
CAL LAL P.O. 
SMITH Charles Henry - Wingilbie. 
SMITH Thomas - Warrakoo. 
SMITH William T. - Pine Camp. 
SMITH Bros. - Nampoo. 
TAYLOR Mrs Harry S. - Merlaloo. 
THOMPSON William McLeod - Noola. 
VIGER Joseph - Lake Victoria Hotel. 
 
Yewen's Directory of Landholders of New South Wales. 1900. 
 
_____________ 
 
Feb 1901   Dust storm at Wamberra station. 
 
Three men had an experience in the recent heavy dust storm which passed over the Darling 
District (NSW). They were at Wamberra, engaged in chaff cutting, when the gale struck a large 
hayshed, completely wrecking it. The men fled from the scene among flying timbers and iron, 
narrowly escaping with their lives. Sheets of iron were carried through the air for a quarter of 
a mile, and enormous pines were uprooted. 
The Argus (Melbourne) 13 Feb 1901. 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Jan 1902   Wentworth burns Effigy of W. P. Crick [to protest new Land Bill]. 
Wentworth, 17 January 1902. 
A largely-attended meeting of homestead lessees and others was held at the Darling Hotel, to 
further protest against some provisions of the new Land Bill. The meeting unanimously 
expressed the opinion that the bill was dead against the settlers. The alienation of only one 
eighth of the pastoral holdings was totally inadequate to supply the wants of new applicants 
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for land, and further extensions were required by the present lessees. The extension of tenure 
for 42 years was considered most unjust. 
 
At the close of the meeting a number of women, the wives of homestead lessees, selectors and 
working men of the district, decided that the effigy of William Patrick Crick, Minister of Lands, 
be tarred and feathered and burned as a protest against the Minister's actions in "depriving 
the rising generation of their birthright by bringing forward such provisions." 
 
The motion was duly put into effect before a large number of people. 
The Mercury (Hobart), 24 Jan 1902.  
 
_____________ 
 

Aug 1901    Death of H. S. Smith of Lethero HL. Also sale of Lethero. 
Mr. H. S. Smith, a member of a very well-known and large River Darling family, died on August 
10 of internal cancer. Deceased formerly owned the Millicent Bank property on the 
Anabranch, but after disposing of that became the owner of another property at Lethero, 
where he has since resided. He was 42 years of age, and leaves a wife and two children.  
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  24 Aug 1901. 
 
 
June 1904     Sale of Lethero Homestead Lease.  
Sale of Homestead Lease, known as LETHERO, 
situate 20 miles below Pooncarie, River Darling, together with ALL STOCK, IMPLEMENTS, and 
HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE. 
Tuesday, July 7,  1904. 
At 2 o'clock sharp. 
Elder, Smith and Co. Limited, under instructions from the Executor in the estate of the late H. 
S. SMITH, will offer by public auction, on the Premises, as follows:- 
 
HOMESTEAD LEASE No. 1212, known as LETHERO, 
comprising 10,240 acres, fenced and subdivided, and has a river frontage of 4 miles, dwelling 
house (4 rooms), garden, good windmill, sheep-yards, and woolshed. 
Also 
HOMESTEAD LEASE No. 1214, comprising 2360 acres, ADJOINING LETHERO, 
fenced and subdivided, on which is erected a small Dwelling-house. 
                   STOCK 
400 ewes (now lambing) 
200 weaners 
2 horses 
2 cows. 
Also 
All Implements 
Household Furniture, etc. 
 
The above Leases will be offered as ONE PROPERTY, and are in first-class condition and well 
worth inspection. 
 
For further particulars apply to the Auctioneers, Broken Hill, or S. C. Barnes, Tarangara, via 
Pooncarie. 
Terms at Sale. 
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Barrier Miner (Broken Hill)  18 June 1904. 
 
_________________ 
 
Dec 1902   Proposed Bridge Over the Murray River. 
 
Sydney, December 18. 
A deputation from Wentworth to-day brought under the notice of Sir John See a proposal that 
the New South Wales Government should co-operate with Victoria in erecting a bridge across 
the Murray opposite that town, in order that the Victorian Government should be able to 
continue the Yelta railway-line across the bridge into the township. Mr. Scobie, M.L.A., said 
that they desired to obtain a definite promise that the work would be undertaken. Sir John See 
said that he could give no definite answer at the present moment. As soon as the present 
session closed Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Crick would visit Melbourne and consult the Victorian 
Government, to see what arrangements could be entered into. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 19 Dec 1902.  
_________________ 
 

Apr 1904   Death of Mrs. Sarah McLeod. 
 
[My comment: McLeod's Crossing, one of the original names for Wentworth, named after 
Sarah's husband, James McLeod.] 
 
The death is announced of Mrs. McLeod, widow of Mr. James McLeod, who for many years was 
a well-known squatter on the Darling in the early days, and afterwards lived at Gasmore Park, 
Paradise. 
 
Mrs. McLeod, who died on Monday at the residence of her son-in-law at Paracomb, was a 
daughter of the late Mr. James Douglas, and she arrived with her parents in 1838 in the 
Pestonjee Bonanjee. She was 75 years of age, and had been in poor health for some years. The 
funeral will take place this afternoon. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide), Wed. 20 Apr 1904. 
________________ 
 
Dec 1906   News of big bush fire from E. Baker (Karpakora), Pooncaira, Darling River. 
THE BIG BUSH FIRE. 
Messrs. Dalgety & Co. have received the following telegram, under date December 1, from Mr. 
Baker, Pooncaira, River Darling, New South Wales:-  
"Tail of fire on Karpakora is now extinguished. Extends to north and south. Big gang men 
watching any fresh outbursts. Think inside country safe while winds remain favorable. Head 
of fire gone south-easterly direction. 
 
Advertiser (Adelaide)  4 Dec 1906. 
 
_______________ 
 
Feb 1907   Murray in flood (Moorna; Wentworth; Menindie). 
 
THE MURRAY IN FLOOD. 
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A THOUSAND MILES ON THE RIVER. 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SETTLERS. 
No. 2. 
By J. G. Moseley. 
 
Along the river we pass many sheep stations of historical interest. MURTHOO, formerly held 
by the late Mr. E. M. Bagot, CHOWILLA, with a picturesque homestead, the property of Mr. R. 
Robertson, who came to the edge of the river to give our captain a greeting. There is here a 
pumping plant, a nice garden, a hay paddock, and a general appearance of comfort and order. 
Renmark settlement was formerly part of Chowilla run, from which place it now draws its 
meat supply. KULNINE, on the Victorian bank of the river, is owned by Mr. Arthur Crozier, 
and he and his young son were riding after stock as we passed by.  
 
MOORNA, the property of the late Mr. W. Crozier, has a most up-to-date and complete 
homestead, quite surrounded by an orchard of fine trees. This run has lately lost considerable 
area, which has been resumed and divided into 10 and 20 square m[ile] homestead blocks. A 
short distance on we came to old Moorna head station. It was inundated by the big flood of 
1870, deserted, and the new Moorna built. 
 
WENTWORTH, in New South Wales, on the Darling River, near where its tawny waters form a 
junction with the Murray, is a calm unobtrusive town, now noted only for the fact of its 
position, and the fact that it has a ponderous swing-bridge, built no doubt in the days of great 
expectations. 
 
At MENINDIE is the site of the very extensive boiling down premises, erected regardless of 
cost, long ago, in the attempt to solve the problem what to do with fat sheep. An attempt was 
also made to grow lucerne on a grand scale. Our only cattle king who visited Menindie said 
the object was to fatten large quantities of sheep and boil them down for their tallow. Through 
defective management a large quantity of tallow usually found its way into the river, 
causing an immense congregation of fish. As there seemed no hope of getting the casked 
tallow to market during the continued low river it was suggested to fatten the Murray cod, tin 
them, and so let the tallow reach the market in that way. As the steamers were unable to 
travel, it was, by the management, decided to lash together and float down about 200 casks 
of tallow, fixed up after the nature of a raft. The voyage down is still the talk of the river. The 
casks were continually getting away. They needed more water to float in than an ordinary 
steamer. In places they had to be unlashed and rolled over the sandbanks and shallows. Some 
casks got away altogether. After over three months of a most eventful voyage, they at last 
reached Morgan; but, alas, "not the two hundred."  
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  1 February 1907. 
 
____________________ 
 
Feb 1907  Visit to Lake Victoria  
(Lake Victoria Station: Hotel; Rufus River massacre; Old fort; prospects for the future). 
 
LOCKING THE MURRAY. 
 
VISIT TO LAKE VICTORIA. 
 
RECORDS OF AN OLD FIGHT. 
(By a Special Reporter) 
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Much has been written and much said about the resources of "The Mighty Murray."  Stirring 
speeches have been delivered , in which the terms "Riparian rights," "Navigable rights," 
"Water conservation," and equally well-sounding phrases occur not infrequently, and this is as 
it should be, for is not the Murray the third longest river in the world, and does it not traverse 
country which has not its equal in the world for sheep-breeding, large tracts suitable for 
wheat growing, and smaller areas fit for fruit cultivation - country which, when fully opened 
out, utilised, and developed, will rival in its productiveness King Solomon's mines themselves. 
 
Recurring not a few times in the panegyrics that have been delivered regarding "our noble 
heritage" is the name of LAKE VICTORIA, and this is one of the places - possibly the chief 
place - mentioned in the scheme for further utilising the Murray's resources. It is, in short, one 
of the first places where locks will be constructed. Although situated in a sister state, South 
Australian legislators have been very slow to recognise its utility as a huge reservoir to keep 
up the waters of the Murray in a dry season. About Christmas time, 1902, a party of about 
thirty members of Parliament, headed by the present Agent-General, chartered the steamer 
Gem at Morgan and journeyed to view the lake, spending a day or two in the surrounding 
district. Their report contained nothing but praise, not unmixed with a modicum of wonder 
that the natural resrvoir had not been used before, while they expressed their opinion 
concerning its prospective value. And, if it were possible, even their eulogies might have been 
expanded, for the Parliamentary party did not see the lake from the best vantage ground, or 
the highest. A description of Lake Victoria will not prove amiss in view of the great factor 
which the lake itself will be in the further utilisation of the Murray waters. 
 
A Magnificent Lake. 
The lake is situated about eight or ten miles from the South Australian border, and about 
three miles from the nearest point of the River Murray. It is said by the local residents to be 
about 31 miles in circumference, but is probably more, as its length is little less than ten miles. 
It is oval, and the vast expanse of water must cover almost 50 squrae miles altogether. The 
bottom is strikingly flat all over, and as it is composed of blue clay holds the water well. The 
mean depth may be stated at about 20 feet. It will be seen therefore that there is a vast 
quantity of water stored there. Until 1902, when the lake was dry for the first time within the 
knowledge of the white man and the aborigines, and certainly for the only time for the past 50 
years, it was thought that in places the bed was rocky, and also that it was uneven, with large 
holes towards the centre, but this theory was controverted in that year, when a number of 
residents drove over the dry bed. At the southern end, at a point about seven miles in a direct 
line from the Murray, it is entered by the Rufus Creek, which annually conveys volumes of 
water into and from the lake. Into the lake in floodtime, and from it when the river is falling. 
The Rufus itself is joined by another creek - the Frenchman - which takes its rise right up the 
river towards Wentworth, a town which once ranked as one of the half-dozen biggest centres 
in New South Wales, but which is practically "dead." 
 
Over both the Rufus Creek and the Frenchman two fine bridges are thrown for the 
convenience chiefly of the mail-coach, which makes the return trip from Morgan to 
Wentworth twice weekly. From a scenic and picturesque point of view Lake Victoria should 
make the fortune and increase the popularity of any town or city in its immediate vicinity. At 
present, however, there is no such town, and most of the land round the lake is owned by 
LAKE VICTORIA STATION. A STRIP of two miles on the northern side belongs to NOOLA, 
occupied by Mr. W. M. THOMSON. About three miles to the east of Noola is the locality known 
as "THE OLD PUB," but only a few old slabs show where it was once situated, as it was pulled 
down about six years ago. Years ago this was a favorite resort of shearers, station hands, and 
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rabbiters, and as much as £200 has crossed the counter in a single week. RACE MEETINGS 
were also held out the back, and one can still see remnants of the starting posts, the old track, 
and the "grand stand." In those days the New South Wales government were paying 1/- a head 
for the scalps of poor bunny and RABBITERS in hundreds were around the lake. Not half a 
dozen eke out a precarious existence there now.  
 
Except for the spaces of two or three miles on the east or north-east end, the lake is 
surrounded by trees - chiefly gums and box - and for the greater part of the way these trees 
have a background of sandhills. It is well known that the northern edge of the lake is gradually 
edging in. The wind brings the sand along, and the water line is receeding. Now between the 
sand cliffs which once formed the side of the lake and the water's edge a row of sandhills has 
gradually been formed. 
 
Skeletons of Aborigines. 
Near this portion of the lake a curious sight may be viewed when the wind is in the right 
quarter. Scores and scores of skeletons then show out of the sand. A blacks' cemetery, you 
say? No, it is not that. It is much more romantic. In "Tolmer's Reminiscences" there occurs an 
account of a fight which occurred near the Rufus between a large native tribe and the 
police. A number of drovers were coming down by the overland route from the Darling. Some 
miles west of Rufus they were attacked, their cattle taken or speared, and themselves driven 
back. The natives then left them, and flushed by their success hurried westward to meet the 
police, who were coming to the help of the drovers. The natives would never have pursued so 
bold a course had they not regarded the issue of the impending conflict as practically certain. 
The encounter took place near the Rufus, and the natives were repulsed and beaten back. A 
NUMBER WERE KILLED in the fight, and scores more shot down and drowned when 
attempting to cross the Rufus Creek. The aboriginal force was practically annihilated, and but 
one or two escaped by swimming the Murray to the Victorian side. The bodies of those who 
were slain were washed down the Rufus into Lake Victoria, and, aided doubtless by the wind, 
were carried right across to the other side of the lake, where the skeletons bear mute witness 
to the historic encounter. Tolmer says that not more than forty natives were shot, but he must 
have erred on the under side, for far more than forty skeletons may still be seen there.   
[My comment: This is very different to the usual account of the Rufus River Massacre.] 
 
The Site of an Old Fort. 
A few miles west of these gruesome remains is the highest point of the shore surrounding the 
lake. It is not far from "The Old Pub," is about 200 feet high, and is called "KROO'S 
LOOKOUT."  This place is also of historic interest, the story being bound up in the name. 
"Kroo" - I am not sure of the spelling - was the leader of a number of drovers who were taking 
cattle down to the South Australian market. This was, I think, in the sixties. They were 
attacked a mile or two east of this point by the natives, but succeeded in reaching it with their 
waggons. Here they formed a sort of hollow circle, like the Boers' laager, and entrenched 
themselves. One of them at last succeeded in escaping through the watchful ring of their 
enemies, and rode off to the nearest police station, at that time Alice Springs. He succeeded in 
bringing help, and the blacks were eventually driven off. That is how the point obtained its 
name; and looking at it one cannot help admiring the foresight of the drovers, for rising above 
the sandhills on either side it is almost impossible on three sides to approach it without being 
seen, and on the fourth side the attacking party would necessarily be bunched together, and 
would meet with a very warm reception from a number of men armed with rifles, and 
themselves protected from spears by the waggons. 
[My comment: The nearest police station at Alice Springs??] 
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A fertile Soil. 
There is another curious feature of the land, which in a number of places is well fitted for 
wheat-growing. Almost anywhere in the sand from 18 inches to 3 or 4 feet below the surface, 
may be found a layer, often a foot and a half thick, of oyster and mussel shells. This is ample 
evidence of the geologists' contention that Australia was once under the sea, and the same 
phenomenon may be observed in the cliffs which in a great many places border the Murray to 
a height of between 200 feet and 300 feet. Here, however, the layer of shells is much lower 
down, sometimes nearly 100 feet from the surface. The sand near the lake and for some miles 
back is full of little broken chips of shell, and it is not improbable that these tend to fertilise 
the soil for wheat-growing. As an instance of the fertility of the soil it may be mentioned that a 
field of 200 acres near NOOLA, not watered by irrigation or artifically, but only with the 
annual rainfall (which averages eleven inches), and without the use of superphosphates or 
manures of any kind returned last season an average of 11 and 12 bushels to the acre. The 
sandy land, and this alone, is suited for wheat-growing, resembles greatly the soil about the 
Mallala and Roseworthy district. 
 
The Outlook for the Future. 
In conclusion little need be said, for few can oppose the locking of this lake in conjunction 
with the scheme for locking the river generally, for it is naturally fitted for it. If it is locked - 
and there can be little doubt that such will be the case in a few years - it is certain that the lake 
itself will share in the general prosperity which will advance like a wave along the river. 
Settlements, and even towns, will spring up, and irrigation will be extended in every way. A 
well-known engineering firm are contemplating at this moment the advisability of placing 30 
horsepower pumping engine and plant at or near Kroo Lookout, not with the view of taking 
up or developing land, but simply to demonstrate their faith in the lake and the country, and, 
of course, for purposes of sovertisement. The locking of the lake will practically ensure the 
success of the experiment, and the foresightedness of the firm will in that case be amply 
demonstrated. In years to come it may even happen, as the tide of civilisation and progress 
advances, that Lake Victoria will become a popular pleasure resort. At present distance alone 
stands in the way for it is fifty miles from Renmark, the same from Wentworth, and 70 miles 
from Mildura. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  6 February 1907. 
 
_________________ 
 
Apr 1910   The Darling River Irrigation Company.  
 
June 1890    Darling River Irrigation Bill. 
2nd reading of the DRI Bill. Objections by Cullen, Garrard and Tonkin. Details. Passed. 
Sydney Morning Herald 25 June 1890 p.6. 
 
 
Apr 1910   The Darling River Irrigation Company. 
The Darling River Irrigation Company Ltd., has been registered with a capital of £6000, in 
shares of £1 each, to acquire and irrigate land, etc. 
Sydney Morning Herald. 9 April 1910. 
 
 
Aug 1910    "Sonoma Farm", recently sold by DUNN to Darling River Irrigation Company. 
Wentworth, 25 August 1910. 
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The Darling River Irrigation Company, who recently purchased "Sonoma Farm" from Mr. 
JOHN DUNN, have erected a powerful 12-in. centrifugal pump on the property, which they 
propose irrigating and planting with lucerne and orange trees. About 20 acres have already 
been prepared for an orange grove, the first tree of which was planted on Tuesday by Master 
KENNETH WILKINSON, son of Mr FRANK WILKINSON (managing director of the Darling 
Irrigation Company) in the presence of a large gathering.  
 
The mayor, Mr ATKINSON, who planted the second tree, said he was impressed with the 
progress made on the farm since his visit to it three months before. The work done spoke well 
of the energy of those in charge. He predicted certain success for the venture of the company. 
It was hoped that the railway extension from Mildura to Wentworth would soon be an 
accomplished fact, and the transit difficulties for produce overcome.  
 
The success of the undertaking of Somona (sic) meant the development of the whole of 
Wentworth. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 30 August 1910. 
 
 
IN THE WEST 
MR BEEBY'S PROMISE 
WATER FOR 200,000 ACRES. 
FEEDING RIVERINA WITH RAILWAYS 
(From our Special Representative.) 
WENTWORTH, Monday. 
All the way from Euston to Wentworth we had the mallee country on our right, and the River 
Murray to the left. Twenty miles from the border town the cars got into the deep sand on what 
is known as the river road. The Minister for Lands (Mr Beeby) and other members of the party 
got out to work with the tackle, and hauled them out. It was not quite as bad as getting into a 
waterhole. 
 
[Long article which includes:] 
 
The Darling River Irrigation Company has an area of 1228 acres. The back portion of the 
holding is used for grazing and dry farming, and the frontage for oranges. The irrigation 
system consists of a main channel a mile and a half long. Up to the present over 3000 trees 
have been put in. The first lot planted - 1200 - are now 18 months old. They are showing 
excellent growth for the length of time they have been in the ground. The varieties selected 
were the Washington navel and the late Valencia, in about equal proportions. If the Valencia 
fulfills the promise of early growth it should be a most useful orange for this part of the world. 
There are also some acres of lucerne. It looks exceedingly well, and gives a cutting every four 
weeks. 
 
An important speech was made by the Minister at a luncheon presided over by the mayor 
(Alderman Dunn). Mr Beeby said he started out from Sydney to see ... 
 
Sydney Morning Herald  Tuesday 23 April 1912. 
 
________________ 
 
Oct 1910    History of Overland Corner, Cal Lal and Renmark. 
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MEMORIES OF EARLY RENMARK. 
One of the most interesting of the visitors to Renmark for the Gymkhana and Show was Mr. 
Harry BRAND, sen., now of Qualco. Mr. Brand, who is the father of Mr. J. M. Brand, of Renmark 
(says the local papers), has been living on the Murray for more than half a century - 56 years 
to be exact. In 1856 he was running a dairy at Chowilla, and milking 210 cows there.  
 
Chowilla in those days was held by Messrs. J. and J. CHAMBERS. Mr. McKINLEY had Lake 
Victoria, and Mr. Brand recalls that Mr. Bob JACKSON was the first of the Cal Lal settlers. 
There were no cargo boats when Mr. Brand was running the Chowilla dairy, and he took the 
first load of butter and cheese to Adelaide (200) miles with a bullock team, selling the produce 
in King Williams Street. They used to get the mail carried through from Truro by means of 
passing drovers. 
 
Mr Brand remained at Chowilla for two years and left to build the Overland Corner Hotel, the 
ownership of which remained in the family for 20 years. About 30 years ago the house was 
sold to the late Mr. Napper [or Nappier?]. The solid log floor in one of the rooms at Overland 
Corner was put down in 1859 by Mr. Brand, who had the timber cut for the purpose. 
 
Among the habitues of the Corner, Mr. Brand remembers the father of the late William Patrick 
CRICK - the able, daring and notorious New South Wales Minister for Lands. Mr. W. P. Crick 
was born at the Corner, and his father had the first mail contract on the river between 
Blanchetown and Wentworth. Of recent years Mr. Brand has been settled at Weston's Flat, and 
more recently at Qualco, where he has a small farm and garden. 
 
Mr. LOVELL, the driver of the Government motor car in which the Minister of Agriculture and 
party came to Renmark, boasts of quite an historic connection with the settlement, inasmuch 
as he drove the Messrs. Chaffey over the country afterwards selected by them on their first 
visit of inspection along the river. Mr. Lovell relates that the party came up the river in the 
steamer Despatch with horses and trap aboard. Landings were effected at likely spots and 
excursions made into neighboring country. Renmark was inspected in the course of a drive 
from Tareena, through Chowilla to Overland Corner. Mr. Lovell recalls that Mr. G. McCoy, who 
recently did the surveying for the Waikerie Extension settlement, was about the first surveyor 
at Renmark. 
The Advertiser (Adelaide),  Monday 31 Oct 1910.  
 
___________________ 
 
Jan 1911   100 Miles of Flame near Wentworth. 
 
100 MILES OF FLAME. 
 
GREAT FIRE NEAR WENTWORTH 
 
BIGGEST FOR FIFTY YEARS. 
 
Wentworth, 10 January 1911. 
A most disastrous bush fire is raging on the back country of the Mallee Cliffs station; the 
recently acquired property of Messrs. Chaffey, Salmon, and Dunne; also of the Moorara, 
Tolarno, and Cuthero stations, and the adjoining lands known as No Man's Land. 
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It was at first thought that all the back country from the bore near Euston to Arumpo, the back 
station of Tarcoola, including Prunnie, Frank's Plains, and Turlee was on fire, and that several 
homesteads were burnt out, including those of Messrs. Watts, Borrman, Hippisly, Weaver, 
Williams, and Barnfield, but telephone communication proved otherwise. 
 
The fire is supposed to have started on the Mallee Cliffs station, about 15 miles straight back 
from Mr David Wicket's lease on the River Murray, and out back, taking in No Man's Land and 
extending towards Arumpo, at the back of Tarcoola station, on the River Darling, and at the 
left to within five miles of the Wamberra boundary, the property of Mr. S. Byrne. That portion 
is being handled by 100 men, whilst at Euston the men have mustered strong to beat it at their 
end. At the back all the hands from the back stations are pouring in , armed with all the latest 
fire-fighting appliances. With this, together with assistance from the Darling settlers, residents 
from Wentworth, and Mildura, and on the River Murray, the fire should be beaten all round. It 
is 30 miles long and 20 miles wide, and is estimated to be 100 miles round. 
 
Crowds of volunteers are ready to exchange places with those at the scene of the action. The 
provision difficulty prevents the forces already there being more than doubled. It is the 
biggest fire seen here for 50 years, and if prompt action had not been taken it is thought the 
whole of the Lower Darling on the eastern side would have been burnt out. News is anxiously 
awaited from those in charge of the fire. 
 
The fact of Tapio and Turlee being in the immediate vicinity of the fire would lend color to the 
rumor that Tapio station, the property of Mr. E. A. Barnfield, is on fire, but fortunately the 
stations are many miles apart, with Wamberra in between them. If Tapio station had got 
alight, then all the adjoining leases would most assuredly have gone too. A rumor that the fire 
had broken out between Avoca and Moorna station boundaries proved untrue. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald (New Zealand)  19 January 1911. 
 
_________________ 
 
Jul 1911   Sale of Riverina Estate by Daniel Byrnes. 
 
RIVERINA ESTATE. 
J. Crawford, land and property salesman, of Wagga Wagga, reports having disposed of two 
blocks of the famous (Rank) Vale Estate, Lockhart, NSW, account of Mr Daniel Byrnes, being 
lot 1. consisting of 958 acres, and lot 4. being 585 acres, at a very satisfactory price, the 
purchaser being Mr John Clancy, of Colac, Victoria, who is to be congratulated on securing a 
magnificent property in a picked spot of the splendid wheat-growing area of Riverina. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne)   8 July 1911.  
 
_______________ 
 
Jul 1911  Sale of Moora Station. 
 
MOORA STATION. 
Adelaide, Friday:- 
The sale of a NSW pastoral property, Moora station, situated on the east side of the Darling 
River, in the western division of NSW, between Menindie and Wentworth, has been effected 
by Elder, Smith, and Co. Limited. The property comprises a large area of leasehold and 
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freehold land, together with 40,000 sheep. Delivery is to be given off shears. The buyer is Mr 
Arthur Crozier, and the sellers Messrs. Chaffey and Dunne. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne), 8 July 1911.  
 
______________ 
 
 
Dec 1911  "Wild Scotia blacks" brought into Pooncarie about eight or nine years ago. 
 
PHOTO -" GROUP OF BLACKS AT POONCARIE." 
The naked blacks are the wild Scotia blacks brought in to Pooncarie by the civilised natives, 
who are clothed. 
[My copies of the photo are either too dark or too light to be of much use to try to show here.] 
 
About 1860 one of the blacks on the River committed a crime, and he cleared out to what is 
now known as the Scotia Blocks, a dense scrub near the South Australian border.  
 
About eight or nine years ago the progeny of the trio were found there in a state of wilderness, 
and after some trouble the lot, about 30 in all, were brought to Menindie. One of the Menindie 
blacks, known as Dan Limbry, took one of the lubras for a wife, but the main body were sent to 
Pooncarie, where they are looked after by the police. All of them soon lost their wild state and 
freely mixed with the other blacks.  
 
To the ethnologist Menindie is a good hunting ground. I saw a number of fine tomahawks, 
nardoo stones, boomerangs, nulla-nullas, &c.  Mr G. H. Gordon, who owns one of the hotels in 
the town, has a very fine collection of these weapons and implements and he showed me a 
number of message and religious ... 
 
My comment: My great grandfather's brother Sylvester (Syl) Byrnes had the hotel in 
Pooncarie at the time when the Aborigines were brought in. He is said to have written an 
account of the conditions at the time, recording how so many of them were wiped out by 
disease. This account was said to have been sent to a university? in Adelaide or Melbourne but 
I have not attempted to find it. 
 
Sydney Mail  21 December 1901.  
________________ 
 
Dec 1912   Darling River wool sales (and property holders). 
 
[SALE OF DARLING RIVER WOOL LISTS PROPERTIES, HOLDERS AND QUALITY OF THE 
WOOL.] 
 
ADELAIDE WOOL SALES. 
The sixth and last wool sale of the year will be held at the Wool Exchange, Grenfell-street, 
Adelaide, this morning. Considering the quantity already disposed of it is surprising that there 
should be such a large offering, amounting in the aggregate to approximately 11,687 bales. 
There is no doubt that there will be a shortage of wool; in South Australia this season, 
although the sales do not indicate it to any great extent. A number of clips that had hitherto 
been sold in the eastern States or in London, have been offered in the local market. One of the 
features of the present season is that the wool producers of the South-East district have 
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recognised that the Australian markets offer unparalleled advantages for the prompt 
realisation of their clips at full or over London parity. ... 
 
ELDER, SMITH & CO. 
More than half the wool to be sold at the sale is being offered by Elder, Smith, & Co., whose 
catalogue of 6,379 bales comprises Continental, Yorkshire, and a taking display of South-
Eastern wool.  
 
Mr Robert McDonald has his large and well known Morambro clip in. It is a beautiful sample 
of full length, brilliant color, quiet character, and is well classed. It is this clip's first 
appearance in Adelaide, and justifies the good things heard of it from London. The average 
return should be very high. 
 
Mr Niel McEachern's "R.C.J.," from Cape Jervis is very well grown, in nice condition, and 
shows no sign of hard times. The wool makes a good advertisement for Merinos in the south, 
but then the owner will have none but the best rams procurable. 
 
Mr R. E. H. Hope's Para, from the river has never looked better. It is light, bright, and of 
beautiful quality,  
graded most intelligently, and is sure to be hard fought for by its numerous buying friends. 
 
Very light in condition, and of fine quality is Mr E. A. Barnfield's Tapio, from the river. It 
looks to have weathered a bad season properly, a fact which speaks well for the hardiness of 
the sheep. The clip is intelligently classed. 
 
Mr S. Byrne's Wamberra, also from the river, is a good, bold, shafty wool, i[] light condition, 
well classed and generally taking to the eye.. 
 
Tin Tin from Messrs. Byrnes Bros., is a very handsome clip of deep grown, light conditioned 
warp wool, well classed to condition and quality. 
 
Mr A. W. Officer has a nice north-east clip in from Wyarra, via Broken Hill. I[] is dry well 
grown, and classed. 
 
Completion parcels under offer are from: 
Messrs. M. S. Hawker (Tolarno); 
J. & S. Vigar (Neliaguari, Weinteriga); 
John Lewis (Mundi Mundi); 
C. E. Barrett (Mallara); 
Beltana Pastoral Co., Ltd; 
E. C. & W. Brennan (Siam, Port Augusta) Prop. Carriewerloo; 
McTaggart and Smith (No...ng); 
C. Summers (Wentworth); 
James Telfer jun. (Portana); 
W. M. McDonald (Way); 
J. McClure (Kayrunnera); 
A. R. Withers (Woodlands); 
N. H. McBride (Kia-Ora, Hallett); 
J. V. Lord (Oakvale); 
J. H. Withers (Boxgrove); 
Browne & Dutton (Corona); 
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J. G. Moseley (Yardea); 
E. Ryan & Sons (Plympton). 
 
The South East clips will attract a good deal of attention from buyers... 
 
 
BAGOT, SHAKES, & LEWIS. 
This firm has a varied catalogue of 2,638 bales, including some excellent clips from the River 
Darling. Among these may be mentioned: 
Burtundy, near Wentworth, belonging to Mr E. P. M. Richardson. 
"JHB over Dromore", Mr J. H. Bennett , near Wilcannia. 
"H.P. conjoined over Eglinton", Mr H. E. Porte[] of Wentworth. 
"M.B. over Dunvegan", McLeod Bros, Wentworth. 
"J.S. over B", Mr J. Smith, Wentworth. 
"T.T. in circles over Windamingle", Mr H. Tonkin, Wentworth. 
"G. Cross over Cu[t]pa", Messrs. Gavin & McGregor, Wentworth. 
These clips are all in excellent condition, and reflect credit on the growers. 
 
From the far north come the following clips: 
Nuntherungie, belonging to the Nuntherungie Pastoral Company. 
"Byrnedale over R.C.", Mr R. Caskey, Broken Hill. 
"F.S. over Mt. Dare", Messrs. R. & F. Sandford, Broken Hill. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  14 Dec 1912. 
 
__________________ 
 
Jan 1913   Annual Picnic Races at Cuthro, Darling River. 
 
Annual Picnic at Cuthro, Darling River, was a great success.  Mr. Arthur Notts had control of 
the sports arrangements. 
 
The horse events resulted:- 
Half-mile Hack Race. 
F. Barraclough's Grey, 1; T. Wakefield's Ginger, 2. 
 
Hack Race. 
McGregor's Prince, 1; E. Deharm's Pooncarra, 2. 
 
Hack Race, Half Mile. 
F. Watt's Hard Times, 1; L. Plant's Chestnut, 2. 
 
Pony Race, Half Mile. 
A. Watt's Lady Ruth, 1; J. Wilkinson's Bonny, 2. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald   9 Jan 1913. 
 
__________________ 
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Aug 1918  Estate of Davie Price & Co, Traders and Storekeepers, Wentworth, For Sale. 
Includes Neilpo Farm, Cottages in Wentworth, the Estate of Mrs. E. S. Davie including steamer 
Emma and barge Annie. 
 
AUCTION SALE. 
Wentworth  12 Sep 1918. 
 
Under instruction from the Trustees in the Assigned Estate of Davie Price & Co., Traders and 
General Sorekeepers, Wentworth. 
 
C. G. McMahon, in conjunction with F. B. Dunn, 
will offer by Public Auction on the premises at the rear of the Store, Darling Street. 
 
NEILPO FARM. 
containing 310 acres, situate three miles below Wentworth, on the River Murray, as 
contained in the Certificates of Title Vol 707 Folio 184, and Vol 137 Folio 202. This land is 
suitable for irrigation and adjoins Moorna Station, the property of B. Chaffey, Esq. 
 
COTTAGE PROPERTY. 
comprising Three Cottages, situate in Darling Street, as contained in Certificate of Title Vol 
26 Folio 211, Allot 4 of Section 28, Town, Parish and County of Wentworth, containing 1 
rood or thereabouts, 100 links to Darling Street by a depth of 250 links. 
 
IN THE ESTATE OF MRS. E. S. DAVIE. 
5-roomed Dwelling-house, with out-buildings, at present occupied by Mr. F. Wilkinson and 
situated next to the Australian Bank of Commerce, Darling Street. 
 
4-Roomed Dwelling-house and out-kitchen, occupied by Mr. Jas. Allan, Darling Street. 
 
Brick Cottage, 4 rooms, occupied by Mrs Foulger, Darling Street. 
 
Vacant Land, being Lot 3 of Section 36, with a frontage of 2 chains to Darling Street by a depth 
of 5 chains 50 links on one side and a depth of 5 chains 30 links on the other side, bounded at 
rear by the River Darling. Area 1 acre 0 roods 16 perches or thereabouts. 
 
STEAMER EMMA. 
fitted out as a Trading Steamer and well-known on the River Darling. 
 
BARGE ANNIE. 
The steamer and barge will be offered in one lot as a trading concern and if not sold will be 
offered separately. 
 
Plant of Steamer and Barge. 
Two Light Horses, broken into saddle and harness. 
Lot of Galvanized Iron. 
Quantity of Timber. This includes Jarrah, red gum, stringey bark and pine flooring. 
1 portable Blacksmith's Forge. 
2 Large Dennis Scoops for Dam Sinking. Tarpaulins. 
Wire and Manilla Ropes. 
Boat furniture. 
2 Acetylene Gas Generators. 
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Small Iron Office Safe. 
1 Typewriter. 
1 set Buckboard Harness. 
Host of Sundries. 
 
Mildura Cultivator, 31 Aug 1918. 
 
__________________ 
 

Sep 1922  12,000 Foxes poisoned at Lake Victoria Station in two months. 
 
12,000 FOXES POISONED 
Adelaide, Tuesday, -  
A resident of Adelaide, who has just returned from a two-month holiday at Lake Victoria and 
Noola, said that at Lake Victoria in the last two months the residents poisoned 12,000 foxes. 
Foxes have multiplied to an alarming extent. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne)  27 September 1922. 
 
__________________ 
Apr 1922  Mrs. Ann Renner, widow of Dr. F. E. Renner, 90 years old. 
 
Mrs. Ann Renner, widow of the late Dr. F. E. Renner, reached the ninetieth anniversary of her 
birth on Sunday. She was born in Dumbarton, Scotland, and arrived in Adelaide by the 
Goma[l]ga, at the time of the Bendigo gold rush in 1852.  
 
She married Dr. F. E. Renner in 1853, when he had a practice in Adelaide. In 1857 they 
proceeded to Wentworth, New South Wales, and there the doctor established the first 
hospital, with Mrs. Renner as chief nurse. 
 
Owing to the tremendous flood at Wentworth, in 1870, which laid the place bare, they 
returned to South Australia, and subsequently resided at Kapunda, Hahndorf, Koolunga, and 
Petersborough (where Dr. Renner died). Mrs. Renner enjoys good health, and delights in 
knitting. 
 
She is the mother of Mrs. F. Tothill, Miss Renner, Mesdames A. E. Welbourn, G. Hamilton, 
and F. E. Smythe, and Mr. J. D. Renner, of Brighton. 
 
Register (Adelaide), Mon 24 Apr 1922. 
 
 
Her Obituary and photo appear in the Register of 7 May 1924. Extra details provided here 
include: 
She is the mother of Mrs. F. Tothill (West Perth, W.A.), Miss Renner and  Mrs A. E. Welbourn 
(Larga Bay), Miss G. Hamilton (Georgetown), and Mrs. F. E. Smythe (Torrensville)., Mr. J. D. 
Renner (Brighton). A son, Mr. F. A. Renner died in Western Australia. 
  
 
_________________ 
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Sep 1925  Artesian Water found in SW corner of NSW leads to development. 
 
DRY FAR WEST.  
 
ARTESIAN DEVELOPMENTS. 
 
Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday 27 September 1928 p.10. 
(From our Correspondent)  Wentworth, Saturday. 
 
The most recent developments in the unchartered artesian water basin between the Darling 
River and the South Australian border has removed all doubt as to the possibility of profitably 
utilising that hitherto despised and neglected stretch of country known as "the Scotia" for 
sheep raising. The latest bore put down has now tapped a supply of the best stock water yet 
discovered in this dry region, flowing at the rate of a thousand gallons an hour. Compared 
with the flow in the well-defined and proven basin to the east and north-east, it cannot be 
called lavish, but its outstanding value consists in the fact that it is almost though not quite 
fit for human consumption. As much cannot be said for the water issuing from the bores on 
Belmore and Lake Victoria, which opened up this new artesian basin. 
 
The pioneer bore, known as the "Dolly Gray", was put down by the late George Anderson of 
Belmore Station to the west of Lake Victoria, some three or four years ago. He did not dream 
at the time of finding an artesian supply, for none had been heard of west of Euston, 130 miles 
to the east, and as he went down he found the water so heavily impregnated with salt that he 
doubted the wisdom of going deeper. But the contractors persuaded him to persevere, with 
the result that at 600 feet he struck a supply which rose five feet above ground and discharged 
50,000 gallons a day. A second bore was put down at Middle Camp, and again at 650 feet a 
daily output of 50,000 gallons of passable stock water was struck. About the same time Mr. J. 
B. Armstrong tried a similar experiment on Lake Victoria in what is known as the "Canegrass 
Paddock," and with even better results. At a depth of 680 feet he tapped a supply of 100,000 
gallons per diem. He followed up this success with another bore four miles distant, in his 
Winnebaga paddock, but here at 670 feet the water rose to within ten feet of the top of the 
casing and stopped there. A small pump plant was installed to lift it to the surface, and the 
supply was continuous. 
 
On the strength of these experiments the Scotia country, which had been held out of pastoral 
occupation, as being incapable of carrying stock, began to assume a certain potential value in 
the eyes of the Western Land Commissioners, who after repeated urgings and solicitations cut 
up the whole area into blocks of about 70,000 acres, and made them available for settlement. 
The water problem had not been definitely solved by the experiments on Belmore and Lake 
Victoria, but there was a good sporting chance of tapping the artesian basin - for the Scotia 
adjoined these two stations - and successful applicants took the chance with their eyes wide 
open, knowing that upon it depended their salvation as graziers. 
 
Among the first of the new settlers were the Cumming Brothers - Gordon and Lorie - 
both men with sheep experience who had taken up irrigation blocks at Curlwaa and worked 
them successfully. They immediately got to work with a boring plant under the direction of Mr 
King Wilson, who had a good deal of practical experience in their handling. They met with all 
sorts of unexpected difficulties, but in the end, at about 650 feet they reached the basin, and 
the water flowed over the surface - good stock water of slightly less salinity than the bores on 
Belmore and Lake Victoria. But their problems were not over; the sand choked the casing and 
the flow ceased temporarily, until the proper type of screen was introduced. 
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Meanwhile Mr. Bornholm on the adjoining block to the west had started operations at a 
spot about two miles from the Cumming bore. He struck very much kinder company for 
boring at this site, and only the other day had the satisfaction of tapping the underground 
supply at a similar depth, but with this difference, that the water at a pinch was good enough 
for human beings as well as stock. A further trial is being made now further north on the 
boundary of the blocks owned by the Cumming Brothers and the Bowermans - father 
and son. The result of this is being watched with the keenest interest by the sheep people, but 
whatever may be the outcome of the problem [Newspaper folded before being microfilmed so 
most of line illegible] except for grazing seems to have been [Newspaper folded before being 
microfilmed so line illegible] there is plenty - much more than in the adjoining areas nearer 
the Darling, which have been continuously stocked for generations. 
 
_________________ 
 
Sep 1925  Lot 6 Sec 28 Wentworth, owned by Mary Brooks, to be sold for non-payment 
of rates. 
 
OVERDUE RATES. 
 
MUNICIPALITY OF WENTWORTH. 
LAND TO BE SOLD FOR DEFAULT. 
 
TO MARY BROOKS, 
of Wentworth, - 
Take notice that the Council of the Municipality of Wentworth has applied to the Public 
Trustee to sell the undermentioned land, of which you appear by search to be the owner, for 
overdue rates amounting to £40-2-3, and in default of earlier payment to the undersigned of 
the said rates and all interest charges and expenses in connection with the said application 
and of the proceedings by the Public Trustee, the said Land will be offered for Sale by the 
Public Trustee at the Public Auction. 
 
Land - Lot 6, Section 28, Darling Street, Wentworth. 
 
Dated at Sydney this ninth day of September 1925. 
 
ERNEST JOHNS PAYNE, 
Public Trustee. 
67 Castlereagh-street, Sydney. 
Sydney Morning Herald  11 Sep 1925. 
 
______________________ 
 
 
Aug 1927     Murray-Darling Pioneers 1846 to 1866.   
 
The Register (Adelaide), 3 Aug 1927. 
Another interesting exhibit at the Wentworth Show was a framed collection of more than 50 
portraits of Murray-Darling pioneers from 1846 to 1866. This was placed on view by Mrs. W. 
S. Grace, of Tara Downs, Anabranch, via Wentworth, who as a result of five year's effort, has 
about 400 portraits and photographs of places. Mrs. Grace is a sort of unofficial historian of 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wentworth Copyright © 2012, Rusheen Craig 375 

this district, and has in her possession a good many diaries, from which she is engaged in 
writing up a useful record of the settlement on the rivers from 1846.  
 
Included in the portraits exhibited at the show were the following:- 
E. M. Bagot, 
George Melrose and John Moody (Rufus Country), 
Dr. McKinley (Waukaringa, and a brother of J. McKinley, the explorer), 
Peter and Mrs. McFarlane (Mallee Cliffs, the latter was the first white woman to settle on the 
Darling), 
D. R. McLeod (Merno), 
James Scott (Para), 
E. B. Scott (Moorna - the early spelling of which was Moorinna - and Mootherie), 
D. McKenzie, and J. McDiarmid (Tapalin), 
William Patterson (for many years manager of Para), 
W. Holden (assistant at the Yelta Mission Station), 
D. McRae (Culpaulin), 
E. B. L. Dickens (son of the famous Charles Dickens), 
W. D. Hatton (a noted horseman of Yanda), 
John Pile (Cuthro), 
Capt. Cadell, 
G. H. Birt (father of ex-Inspector Birt), 
G. Rayner (mail coach driver from Wentworth), 
Philip Gel (Lake Victoria Station), 
H. B. Richardson (Garnpang), 
W. Crozier (Moorna), 
T. Hamilton (Narrung), 
Rev. W. Ross (Presbyterian minister at Wentworth), 
W. Goodwin (Superintendent of Yelta Mission), 
Charlie (a mission boy), 
T. Pain (hotelkeeper at Menindie), 
Archibald Gibbs (Swan Hill), 
A. and John McDonald (hotelkeepers at Euston), 
Joseph Hoare (contractor, who now resides in Mildura), 
C. N. Lockhart (Lands Commissioner), 
D. McHenry (custom's officer, Wentworth), 
Lyle Richardson (Police Magistrate at Wentworth), 
Sgt. Carter (who died last year at the age of 97 years), 
F. D. Kerridge, J. T. Smith, J. Price, J. S. Upton, Henry Williams, and John Davie (storekeepers, of 
Wentworth), 
Peter Perring (blacksmith, Wentworth), 
W. Gunn (who built the Crown Hotel, Wentworth), 
E. Felgate (Royal Hotel, Wentworth), 
Harry Pegler (Wentworth), 
T. Tunkin (Windamingle), 
John Coombs (hotelkeeper at Ral Ral), 
G. Lush (Anabranch), 
A. Rutherford (Marathon), 
John Gormley (River Darling), 
Peter Birt (station manager), 
Rev. W. Cox (St. John's Church, Wentworth), 
and M. Aron (storekeeper, at Euston). 
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My comment: Where oh where are these Portraits now?? 
 
___________________ 
 

Sep 1930  Death of James Thomson Smith of Balcatherine, River Darling. 
 
Mr. James Thomson Smith passed away at his residence, "Balcatherine", River Darling, New 
South Wales. 
 
He was born at Geelong, Victoria, on September 17,  1855, and was christened at Balhannah, 
South Australia in 1857. He was the only child of the late Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Smith and 
came to Wentworth, New South Wales, at an early age. His father built the Beehive Store in 
Darling-street, Wentworth. 
 
His next move was to Ellerslie, River Darling, where he built the hotel for his father1. Leaving 
there he took up land further up the river, at a place now known as Balcatherine, and retained 
interests there until his death. 
 
He married Sarah, only daughter of late Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hill, of Sturts Billabong, formerly 
of Cherry Gardens, South Australia, in 1882. He leaves a widow, seven sons, and two 
daughters - Messrs. Archibald Smith (Neatherbloom), James Smith (Wilcannia), William Smith 
(Cowary), Jonathan Smith (Berangabah), Thomas Smith (Balcatherine), Mrs. Whitchurch 
(Mildura), and Mrs. Leary (Marma). 
The Advertiser, 30 Sep 1930. 
 
The Barrier Miner, 9 November 1899, states that he reached Wentworth about 1863, and that 
he was aged 69 years.  
 
1. The first publican's license for the Ellerslie Hotel was in 1869 and this was held by Mrs. 
Rice. Jonathan Cook Smith took over the next year. 
Rusheen Craig from Publicans' Licenses in Government Gazettes. 
 
 
_________________ 
 
Nov 1931  Diamond jubilee of St Johns, Wentworth, first church on the Darling. 
 
THE FIRST CHURCH. 
On the Darling River. 
By N. Grace. 
 
On November 8, 1931, was celebrated the diamond jubilee of the Anglican Church of St. John, 
Wentworth, New South Wales. The foundation stone of this, the first church erected on the 
Darling River, was laid in May, 1871, by William Jamieson, the then owner of Mildura 
station. Subsequently this station came into the hands of those pioneers of irrigation Chaffey 
Bros., and is now the notable fruit settlement Mildura. Of those present on the occasion, Mrs. 
T. Mathews, Cobar, is one of the few survivors able to describe the ceremony. 
 
Wentworth was then within the diocese of Goulburn and Bishop Thomas despatched the Rev. 
William Cocks to form a parish on the Lower Darling. Mr. Cocks combined a missionary spirit 
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with a practical mind; his aims were direct and constructive. He never forgot that he was sent 
to the lost sheep as well as to the folded; he made unfortunate men - and there were many 
such on the river in those days - his particular care, and was known as the "champion of the 
friendless." 
 
The only stone edifice in Wentworth, early English in style, St. John's spire attracts the eye 
in a region wherein chapels are prone to look like schools. Inside, the fittings and the arches of 
the roof are of cedar. Messrs. Wright and Cummings were the contractors, with Mr. Cocks 
"supervisor of works." During November, 1871, casual services and Sunday school 
occupied the nave, but the first proper service was held on Christmas Day, and two 
infants - Alice Maud Butcher and John Duvean Curran - were baptised. Mr. Cocks 
officiated at the first wedding in St. John's, that of John Baldock and Maryann Laing, in 
May 1872. Within five years, church, parish hall, and parsonage, "the largest private house in 
the district," were completed under Mr. Cocks. 
 
On examining St. John's, a former Governor of New South Wales, whose bent was church 
architecture, declared this edifice "a perfect gem." 
Sydney Morning Herald  19 Dec 1931. 
 
 
My comments: 
The local people had been very pro-active in obtaining the services of Rev. Cocks. See 
Mar 1857    Annual Subscriptions for Establishment of Presbyterian Clergyman on the 
Darling and Murray. 
 
South Australian Register, 5 Mar 1857. 
Annual Subscriptions for the Establishment and Maintenance of a Presbyterian Clergyman on 
the Darling and Murray:- 
Donations from  
Dr. Fletcher, J.P.,  Tapio - £100. 
Dr. Fletcher - £30. 
James Scott - £30. 
H. & B. Jamieson - £20.  
and many more subscriptions (see above) 
 
In 1860 there was reported: 
A clergyman of the Church of Scotland will arrive shortly and itinerate upon the Murray 
and Darling. Dr Fletcher, of Tapio, having contributed £100 to pay his passage, and the 
other settlers having guaranteed him a sufficient stipend for a term of years. 
  
 
A sketch of the church can be seen on the Trove website: 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/16813826?searchTerm=%22N.%20Grace%22%20+
%20Wentworth%20&searchLimits=sortby=dateAsc 
 
Rusheen Craig,  28 June, 2012. 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
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Dec 1933      Wentworth Gaol;    2 Cannons at Wentworth. 
  
Wentworth Gaol by L. Peacock. 
 M. R. Chatto's letter of correction  
- Wentworth's old Gaol; Bricks; Fine buildings; Cannon. 
Reply from N. Grace  
- two cannons; Spent 12 years in Murray/Darling area research. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 1, 5 & 18 Dec 1933. 
 

1 Dec 1933    Wentworth Gaol by L. Peacock 
A Link with the Past. 
Nestling in an angle formed by the meeting of Australia's two longest rivers, is the charming 
old town of Wentworth. The submergence by Lock No. 10 in the Murray hides the tongue of 
sand formed by the confluence of the streams, which a tribe of some four hundred blacks 
chose as their battle ground for an atack upon Sturt as he passed along the river in 1830. 
Twenty-three years later Captain Cadell, in his steamboat Lady Augusta, hove to and tied up 
to a gum tree hard by the historic scene. The boiler of his vessel was still hot when Captain 
Randell's Mary Ann, a quaint little steamer, built by the skipper himself, coughed her way 
round the bend, and came to rest near the same spot. 
 
So the town may be said to have sprung from the ashes of camp fires, where two venturesome 
pioneers, competing for the honour of taking the first steamer along the waterway, rested for 
the night. 
 
Among the early buildings, around some of which gathers a wealth of romance, not unmixed 
with tragedy, is the old gaol. It stands about a quarter of a mile to the south-west of the town, 
on a strip of grey, wind-swept clay pan, where almost any aeroplane might land with safety. 
Many a weary "sundowner" emerging with empty tucker bags and swinging billy from the 
shimmering mirage on the salt bush plain, has slipped his shoulder straps and rested in the 
shade of the grim walls, before deciding whether his next stage would be up the Darling or the 
Murray. Too often, alas, the chance meeting with old mates and new at the friendly bar, 
qualified him for a seven or ten days' residence within the walls, delaying his take-off in either 
direction. 
 
Viewed from the eastern side, the bare structure has a background of river gums, kept strong 
and green by the moisture of a horse-shoe billabong, instriking contrast with the adjoining 
sun-baked clay and yellow sand, the latter whipped into billowy ridges by the hissing winds of 
countless summers.  
 
According to a proclamation in the Government Gazette the building was erected in 
1870*, being constructed of bricks moulded and burnt near at hand. A gaping chasm, now 
serving the purposes of a handy rubbish-tip and playground for hoards of goats, shows 
whence the clay was dug. 
 
The wilting hand of time has now erased the stamp of fine workmanship in the structure of 
the prison. Heavy slabs of granite for door steps, window sills and paving, were drawn 
evidently from some considerable distance, possibly from Mannum or Murray Bridge in South 
Australia. 
 
In size the institution is quite out of proportion to the past, present or future 
requirements for local involuntary "boarders". When the unitiated seeks reason for the 
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erection of a building of such dimensions, he is informed that the discovery of silver at Mt. 
Gipps Station, and the opening of the rich field of Broken Hill, called for adequate 
accommodation for law-breakers. Wentworth being then the nearest town of any size, was 
selected as the gaol site. Could its ancient walls become articulate, they might unfold many a 
record of horse-stealing, sly-grogging, and other reckless deeds against society. Within the 
enclosure are fourteen cells, with housing for forty-two prisoners. On the high wall are the 
familiar watch-tower and supervision balcony, from which the warder's hourly call, "All's 
Well," broke the night stillness across the plain through the far-off years. 
 
Among the tales which old timers like to relate is one concerning a notorious aboriginal, "King 
Billy," who was incarcerated there for many months awaiting the law's tardy inquiry into 
charges of having murdered several of his wives down by Lake Victoria. Until his trial ended 
in acquittal, the lanky native often presented a pathetic figure as he moved about the exercise 
yard with the old-fashioned "hobbles" around his slim ankles. 
 
The gaol has long since closed, except the official residence, which is occupied by one of 
the local constables, and will probably stand for many years, a gaunt reminder of sterner 
times. 
 
Sergeant Sherringham, who was officer-in-charge for a quarter of a century, now lives in 
honoured retirement on the irrigation settlement of Curlwaa. Local people of this generation 
are more interested in the locking of their rivers to provide happy homes for free citizens, 
than in the maintenance of a pile of bricks and mortar to keep within bounds the lawless ones. 
It seems reasonable, however, to suggest that portions of the building might be made to serve 
some useful purpose, either as building material or otherwise. Unsuccessful application was 
recently made for the use of one of the main halls by the local troop of Boy Scouts, and the 
"White Elephant," closed for lack of "guests," seems destined to remain so for reasons best 
known to authorities.  
 
* My comment: This refers to the old gaol at Wentworth (see my section on the lock-up and 
gaol) - Also see letter from Chatto below. 
 
 
Dec 1933 M. R. Chatto's letter of correction. Wentworth's old Gaol; Wentworth bricks; 
Fine buildings; Wentworth's cannon. 
Letters. 
To the Editor of the Herald. 
Sir, - In Friday's "Herald" you published an interesting article on the old gaol at Wentworth, 
but your contributer has, I think, made two mistakes. 
 
Firstly, the gaol mentioned is not the one referred to in the Government Gazette as being 
erected in 1870; the fact that it was built after the discovery of silver on the Barrier shows 
that. The gaol mentioned in the Gazette is a much older building, which stands in Darling 
Street, near the court-house, and contains, I think, four cells. 
 
Secondly, the fine red bricks used were made and burnt by "Joe" Fritach, at the brick kilns 
below the cemetery, where all the bricks used in the public buildings were made. The 
excavation to which your contributor refers was made to obtain earth to form an 
embankment, locally known as the Back Dam, along Adams Street, as a protection against the 
great flood of 1870. As this levee extended from the Roman Catholic Church almost to the 
Racecourse Hotel, a distance of well over a mile, it needed a great amount of earth. This levee 
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was, in later years, ploughed down to form Adams Street, and was re-erected in 1891 by 
a paternal Government, which spent over £1000, under the supervision of the late Mr. W. J. 
Hanna, in erecting levees around the town to guard against a threatened flood. 
 
Incidentally, in making this excavation, a large deposit of coarse red sand was uncovered, 
which was used to top-dress the excellent footpaths of the town. 
 
Wentworth certainly possesses very fine public buildings, so noticeable that your special 
representative, who visited the town with the late Sir Joseph P. Abbott, wrote that that they 
were finer than those of Armidale, "and Armidale could put Wentworth in its lap and spank 
it." But those were the days of abundant loan money and energetic "road and bridge" 
members, who could pursuade the Government to build a wharf, that was never used by 
the river steamers until the wharfage dues were abolished, and a fine infants' school of 
brick, which was unoccupied for years. It seems a pity that the history of these old towns 
cannot be recorded before all the "old hands" pass away. Wentworth possessed a relic of 
which it was very proud, a small brass cannon mounted on a ship's carriage, which was 
dragged out and fired on great occasions. 
 
Mr. C. Brunsdon Fletcher, some time ago, in an article published in the "Herald", said that 
when Cadell first steamed up the Murray, he was greeted, a few miles above Wentworth, 
by a salute fired from a small brass cannon. This is probably the same piece of ordnance. 
As there had been no previous navigation of the Murray, save by rowing boats, it would be 
interesting to know how the cannon got there. It must have been brought overland by some 
earlier settler, perhaps with the idea of overawing the warlike aborigines. 
 
                       I am, etc., 
Carlton, Dec 4.             M. R. CHATTO. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 5 Dec 1933. 
 
 

Reply from N. Grace. 
Mr. Chatto's comments on the "Wentworth Gaol" article are timely and informative. In the 
future, however, some confusion may arise through the supposition, repeated, that the small 
cannon alluded to by him was the one brought down by Captain Sturt. 
 
There are two cannon; Sturt's piece without carriage, is now in Adelaide. I saw it there 
four years ago. The other cannon, on carriage, a subsequent importation, is still in 
Wentworth. This is the piece mentioned by Mr. Chatto as having been brought out on great 
local occasions. 
 
Mr. Chatto further remarks, " It seems a pity that the history of these old towns cannot be 
recorded before all the "old hands" pass away." Well, I have spent 12 years and a lot of 
money in gathering material for such a record, not only of Wentworth, but of the great 
mid-Murray and Darling districts from their beginning. And, having compiled and checked this 
work without bias or contentious matter (adding many early portraits and maps), I find 
Sydney publishers unwilling to publish this "fine piece of work" - to quote - except at my 
expense, on the plea that "pioneer history does not sell." My effort, therefore, has proved 
merely a waste of years and material. 
 
               I am, etc., 
Wentworth, Dec 12.             N. GRACE. 
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Sydney Morning Herald, 18 Dec 1933. 
 
 
Aug 1908  The Cannon - an Explorer's Relic.   
The Advertiser (Adelaide), 10 Aug 1908. 
The Royal Geographical Society a short time ago received a gift from Mrs. Johnson, of 
Goolwa, an old cannon, which was understood to be the property of Sturt, the explorer, and 
to have been left by him on the banks of the Murray. However, in a letter recently written by 
Mr. G. H. Birt to the press, he stated that he felt sure that the cannon was not Sturt's, but 
Major Mitchell's. 
 
He mentioned that probably Mr. William Bowring, of Wentworth, a relative of Mr. John 
Williams, who at one time had the old weapon in his possession, would know. The 
secretary, therefore, communicated with Mr. Bowring, and that gentleman has replied as 
follows:- 
 
"I have communicated with Mr. John Williams, and he informs me that Mr. Birt is quite 
right in saying that the cannon belonged to Major Mitchell. It was left by him with Mr. 
Frank Jenkins, who was then residing at Gol Gol station, on the Murray, about five miles 
below the present site of Mildura, but on the New South Wales side. The cannon was at the 
station when the Williams family went to live there. Mr. Williams forgets the history of the 
cannon as related by his uncle, Mr. Frank Jenkins, but remembers that it was Major Mitchell's; 
he has often heard his uncle talk about it; for years it lay on the banks of the river. After 
Mrs. Williams' death, Mr. Williams removed to the Warrego, and before he left he gave the 
cannon to captain George Johnson, who had it on a stand in front of his house at 
Goolwa." 
 
Though this seems to show conclusively that an error was made, the cannon still retains its 
interest as a relic of exploring adventures. 
 
___________________ 
 
Nov 1935    Family of James Manning Byrnes 
 
"Came down the Darling before Wilcannia or Menindie were thought of". 
 
[Rusheen Craig,  2 Jan 2012] 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 18 Nov 1935. 
 
During the weekend I had an edifying trip to Tweedvale to see what becomes of that greasy 
wool that was so eagerly bought up on Thursday and Friday. 
 
My companions were Mr. Lewis Downs who spent 50 years in Wilcannia, and Mr. W. J. Byrnes, 
formerly of Culpaulin Station on the River Darling. His brother, Mr. R. W. Byrnes, had 
Tintinallogy Station at the same time. Our guide was Mr. Ernest Williams, manager of the 
Onkaparinga Woollen Company. 
 
Mr. Byrnes, who lives at Statenborough street, Knightsbridge, is of historic lineage. His great 
grandmother, Mrs. Rebecca Oakes, wife of Francis Oakes, pioneer missionary, was the first 
white female born in Australia - at the "Governor's House," Pitt street, Sydney, on 
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September 22, 1789. She died at the age of 94 at Parramatta on January 30, 1883. Her 
daughter, Ann, married Mr. William Byrnes, M.L.C., who with his brother, James, 
erected a famous old cloth mill on the Parramatta River in 1863. 
 
Mr. Byrnes's father, James Manning Byrnes, went out to Queensland and came down the 
River Darling before Wilcannia or Menindie were thought of. 
 
On the way to Tweedvale we admired the verdant small paddocks on the holdings of what we 
called the "pleasant" prosperous farmers, in contra-distinction to that undesirable Siberian-
sounding word "peasant," which typifies an inferiority complex. 
 
 
_________________ 
 
Mar 1941   Obituary of Phillip P. Gell. 
 
OBITUARY - MR PHILLIP P. GELL. 
The death occurred on Saturday of Mr. Phillip Parker GELL on Saturday at his home Selsdon 
Park, Mount Eliza. Mr. Gell was the SON of Mr. PHILLIP HOSKINS GELL, who was a member 
of the Tasmanian House of Assembly and afterwards OWNER OF LAKE VICTORIA STATION, 
Wentworth, New South Wales. 
 
Mr. Gell's death marks the passing of the senior member of one of the old well-known 
pastoral families of Australia who did much to develop the merino sheep industry. He 
managed and later owned Burrangong, Urana, New South Wales, for many years before his 
retirement to Selsdon Park. His experience and advice in connection with land were highly 
valued. He is survived by his widow. 
 
Argus (Melbourne)  Monday 31 March 1941. 
 
______________ 
 
Apr 1941   Studley from Weaver to Syl Byrnes. 
 
SALES PRIVATELY AND BY AUCTION. 
On account of Mr. A. J. WEAVER, "Studley", River Darling - Western Lands Lease of 5,124 
acres, known as "Studley", situated on the eastern side of the River Darling, together with 700 
sheep, 3 cows and calves, 8 horses, and one foal, to Mr. Sylvester BYRNES, of "Wamberra", 
River Darling. 
 
The Advertiser (Adelaide)  Friday 3 April 1941. 
 
_______________ 
 
Mar 1944   Obituary of John Bell Armstrong [of Lake Victoria and Moorna stations]. 
 
OBITUARY OF MR JOHN BELL ARMSTRONG. 
Mr John Bell Armstrong, aged 68, died suddenly at Wentworth (NSW) on March 19. He was 
third son of the late Mr. and Mrs Alexander Armstrong of Warrambeen Estate (V).  
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For many years Mr J. B. Armstrong was managing director of ALEXANDER ARMSTRONG 
LTD OWNERS OF LAKE VICTORIA STATION, Wentworth, and he owned MOORNA 
STATION, in the same locality.  
 
He was a member of the council of Graziers' Association of Southern Riverina, and president 
of Wentworth Pastoral, Agricultural, and Industrial Society. Mr Armstrong was noted for his 
progressive activities in the interests of the land industries, and he was generous in his 
support of plans to foster decentralisation. He was also well known in sporting fields. Keenly 
interested in cricket, he visited England with the last Australian X1 and witnessed every 
Test match of the 1938 series. Mr Armstrong is survived by his widow. 
 
The Argus (Melbourne)  21 March 1944. 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 

Jan 1947   More of Wentworth's Early Period. 
 
Wentworth News, 2 Jan 1947. 
[I don't have the earlier article] 
The following letter has been received from Mr. G.L.B. (Lance) Todd, of Nalpa Station, via 
Strathalbyn, South Australia. Although the work referred to, written by Mr. W.J. Bowring, was 
published several months ago, Mr. Todd has but recently found opportunity to write, owing to 
ill-health. Mr. Todd's letter, dated December 26, 1946, says: 
 
"I read with interest your articles on the History of Wentworth and District by Mr. W. J. 
Bowring. It was very good of him to do this for you, but unfortunately, either owing to a 
printer's error or a mistake on Mr. Bowring's part, there are some names mis-spelt and 
other small errors which I think should be corrected, if the articles are to be called a 
history, as a history wants to be correct. 
 
"You mentioned a Sylvester Burns. This name I am sure should be "Byrnes". Give the 
Emerald Isle her due [This is my ancestor and Byrnes is the correct spelling - Rusheen Craig]! 
 
 "Among the old station owners you mentioned 'Netley' Dunn. The late John Dunne always 
spelt his name with an 'e', and you give the owner of Mallara as Barrett. This name should 
be Barritt. The old Quaker families of Lyndock in South Australia would never recognise 
Barrett as the Quaker family Barritt.  
 
"You say that 'Trelega' was owner (sic) by Saul and Chester. Trelega was never a 
homestead lease, and they were homestead lessees, and they played their part in the 
development of the district, but not station owners. 
 
"I notice Doctor Fletcher's name is not mentioned as an early owner of 'Tapio'. He owned 
it before the Brooks family and when 'Avoca' was part of 'Tapio'. 
 
"A man named Scott owned Mallara very early, and it passed to Mockridge and Gibson; 
their old stencil plate for branding their wool bales used to hang in the Mallara woolshed, and 
for all I know may be still there. From them it most likely passed to Joseph Barritt of South 
Australia, before passing to his son Charles Barritt in partnership with Charles Henry 
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Wreford and carried on under the title of Barritt and Wreford. It was not until the death at 
Speculation Lake, near Menindie, of Mr. Wreford after the 1902 drought that it was purchased 
by the late Mrs. Jennie Barritt, wife of Charles Barritt. 
 
"At the same time as Scott owned Mallara, Tarcoola was owned by "Phelps", and managed 
by a Mr. Mcpherson. Thomas Darchy purchased it from "Phelps" and it was later managed 
by his sons, William and Mick. Just when it was taken over by the A.M.L. & F. Company I 
cannot say, but it was a good many years ago. 
 
"You mention Moorara 'Wreford'.  Mr. Wreford certainly lived at Moorara, but the Station 
was owned by Barritt and Wreford, it previously belonged to Joseph Barritt, the same as 
Mallara Station did, but I cannot say if Joseph Barritt took up Moorara, but I never heard of an 
earlier owner, but there may be someone about who can come to light with information on 
this point. 
 
"When writing of Cuthero Station, why not say, instead of Pile Bros., John and William Pile, 
owners of the once famous J X P brand. Their ...[section cut off]      early family of Croziers but 
cannot someone come to light and tell us more about the owners of these two stations? 
 
"Robert McFarlane was at Mallee Cliffs station very early in the settlement of the district. 
 
"Nanya was the name of the blackfellow who ran away with two of the gins and lived in the 
Scotia Country for a number of years, and when the tribe was brought in numbered more than 
30 odd. He was still alive and came in with them. The Harry Mitchell you mentioned was, I 
think, the same half-caste who afterwards lived for some years on Lake Victoria station. 
 
""I query the spelling of the name of the licensee of The Harp of Erin Hotel. I think it should 
be 'Meddicott'. 
 
"Cannot someone give you owners of the district hotels before the licensees you mention? 
McLeod and Garroway, of Pooncarie, are more or less of quite recent date, and there must 
have been hotel keepers there long before their time. 
 
"What happened to the hotel which used to be at the 'Old Chimney' on the Anabranch. Cannot 
someone come to light with its old story? 
 
"What I have told you about Mallara Station I am sure of, as I am a nephew of the late Mrs. 
Jennie Barritt, and lived at the Station for several years. 
 
"As a suggestion to the Wentworth Historic Committee, I think they should try and get from 
the present owners of some of the old stations such things as firebrands and stencil plates, the 
old J X P firebrand may still be found hanging up in the blacksmith's shop at Cuthero for all we 
know, and the same may apply to the old stencil plate belonging to Mockridge and Gibson; it 
may still be hanging in the woolshed at Mallara, and was I think M plus G over M.  Quite a 
number of these old relics may, no doubt, be had for the asking, and would be of great interest 
to those who will come later to inquire about the early days of the district. 
 
"Some information on the areas of the original stations before there was any resumption, that 
is before the Land Acts of the 'eighties', numbers of stock they carried and some particulars of 
their wool clips, would be most interesting. No doubt there is some old public servant now 
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retired and living in Sydney who could dig up some information from the Lands Department, 
and is there not an Archives Department in Sydney? 
 
"Trusting you can get some of the locals to interest themselves, and let you know what their 
fathers and mothers and, for that matter, their grandfathers and grandmothers told them of 
things in their day. Now is the time to get down in black and white before it is gone for ever. 
Only be sure that it is correct if you are going to put it in as History of the District. 
 
"I trust you will find my comments of interest. 
 
________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 


